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PUERTO, NEW MEXICO

C l e a n  B e d h  G o o d  T a b l e

C L A R K  HOT E L
ratron&Jjft of the Traveling

Public Solicited.
Come in and Get a

SQUARE MEAL

at the Lest Hotel in 
tHe West. Texraxs 
V E R Y

IL, TEXAS

LOOK HERE!!

So you never heard of Puerto? And what does it have to do 
with Borden County? Well, the hopes, dreams and plans which 
were the origins of the settlement of Puerto, New Mexico, all 
had their beginnings in Borden County, Texas. You will not find 
Puerto on the map. But if you follow a winding ranch road down 
the caprock, through the canyons and across the creeks that head 
along the bluffs of the Llano Estacado, after you cross a cattle- 
guard and open a couple of "bob" wire gates, there along the 
banks of a tributary of the Plaza Largo, which empties its waters 
northward into the Canadian River, you will find what remains 
of a small settlement.

This was Puerto (The Doorway), settled by people from 
Borden County, Texas. When some of those who had not been able 
to obtain the hoped-for land in Borden County, or thought they 
could escape the droughts, or who still longed for new and 
broader horizons, heard of the land to be "taken up" for settle
ment in New Mexico, they packed their wagons and herded their 
stock northwest across the open Plains. As they continued west
ward they found no settlements and they left behind them the 
prairie land which is now rich fields of cotton and grain. When 
they reached the western escarpment of the Llano Estacado, they 
took the narrow, steep trail down a point of the caprock to the 
valley below where they found wood, shallow water, and rock for 
building. There, some 30 miles south and east of Tucumcari, New 
Mexico, they filed on their 160 acres, built their homes of the 
native stone or ceda.'r logs, hand dug their wells, and broke the 
sod to plant-com, maize, beans, pumpkins and watermelons.

Probably the first to come from Borden County to Puerto 
were Grandpa and Grandma Newby. Grandpa Newby was English and carried a Civil War bullet in his 
heel. The Newbys had operated, for a while, what we feel sure was the first hotel in Borden 
County. In the first issue of THE BORDEN SPOKESMAN, the first newspaper published in Borden 
County, (Now in the Borden County Museum),.dated July 3, 1891, there is this notice;."If you 
want r good meal and bed go to W. R. Clark's Hotel. It's the old stand by, was here first." In 
June 1892, this hotel, located across from the southeast comer of the Courthouse square, was 
purchased from F. A. and W. R. Clark by Whaley Newby and wife. The price for the hotel and 
six business lots was $400.00. The. Newby Hotel must have been a welcome haven for lonesome 
cowboys and travelers passing by, for there were four marriageable daughters as an added interest. 
This property was sold by the Newbys in February, 1901 to J. D. Hurley. The Newbys probably 
m--'de the trip to Puerto that summer.

Or it may have been Ab and Elizabeth Locklear Clayton who came first to New Mexico. Ab 
h^d worked as n cowboy on the Borden County ranches, and after theor marriage, they had lived 
-t the Square and Compass. Ab and Elizabeth did not find joy and prosperity in their new home 
for in the Spring of 1903, Elizabeth'was burned so severely while cooking on an open fireplace 
th't she did not recover. Her grave was the first on the lonely ridge which overlooks a. beau
tiful valley and the blue mountains 
beyond.

Accompanying the Newbys on the trip 
to Puerto or following soon after were 
their daughters, who were now married. 
Peulah and J. H. Nix were married in 
Gail on January 15, 1893. Julia, whose 
husband, Konrad (Fred) Walther, of 
German descent, had been foreman at the 
MK Ranch, was married September 11, 1895, 
and Loula had married Nathan Stradley. In 
the records of the Gail Methodist Church, 
orgcanized in December, 1891 or January, 
1892, J. H. Nix is listed as the first 
Sunday School Superintendent. He also 
preached occasionally. Nathan Stradley 
was one of those present at the reorgan
ization of the Church in 1901, and he and 
Mrs. Stradley were active members of the

Mrs. George A. (Ludie Locklear) Clark at 
grave of Raymond Lowell Clark, 4 months 
old, in Puerto, New Mexico.
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congregation. Mrs. Stradley was the teacher of the Beginners in 1900 before Mrs. Dorward took 
over that department. Mr. Stradley is remembered as one of the many who helped to build the 
Union Church House. The Newby's daughter, Effie, was married Februaiy 24, 1897 to John S. Petty, 
the son of Rev. J. H. Petty, who officiated at many of the first marriage ceremonies in Borden 
County, and helped in establishing the Union Church.

Effie and husband, John, also lived at Puerto for awhile. Winnie Chandler Miller remembers 
accompanying "Grannie" Petty there to visit them in early 1903. They went by train and returned 
with John and Effie as they moved back to Gail by covered wagon. Winnie remembers the camps 
where bacon was wrapped around a green stick and cooked over a cow chip fire along with canned 
com, with perhaps a can of tomatoes added. Did anything ever smell or taste as good as this 
simple food cooked in the cool of the evening in the open air of the Great High Plains.

In 1903 the Locklear family moved from Gail to Puerto. (Mr. Locklear had hauled the lumber 
from Colorado City to build the new Church.) Son Jim, whose wife Mary was a sister of Tom,
Lewis and Frank Polk, 9R and MK cowboys who participated in the landrushes, went along to Puerto. 
In 1904, they were joined by daughter, Ludie and her husband George Clark, who had edited the 
"Rorden Citizen", having purchased it from Lorenzo Dow. George and Ludie filed on land near 
the head of Puerto Canyon and built their home there. The Locklear home was built near the 
bluffs across the creek from the Nix's and Stradley's. On the banks of the creek was the small 
store and Postoffice of Fred Walther about which the community centered. Near by was the square 
red school house with peaked roof which at times housed as many as 35 pupils. In addition to 
the Nixes and the Walthers, the Clarks and the Locklears, there were the Carmens and the Griggs, 
who owned a sheep ranch far up the canyon. Foley Griggs married the younger Newby girl, Jessie, 
and the Hodges who had come from Tennessee bringing with them a young negro boy who lived out 
his life as a part of this white, community, far from all members of his race. He, too, is 
buried on that lonely ridge.

The people of Puerto "grew their living." They sun dried c o m  and beans, pumpkin and meat.
("Jerky" was cut in thin strips and hung on mesquite trees or barbed wire fences to dry in the 
sun during the day but was brought in at night to keep the dew from dampening it. It would dry

in four or five days in the high, dry 
New Mexico air and was then stored in 
a flour sack, that indispensable pio
neer article of many uses.) There 
were chickens and some wild game in
cluding deer and antelope. In the fall, 
hog meat was smoked with cow chips.
The first year George and Ludie raised 
beans on sod and sold 1000 pounds in 
Tucumcari. Mr. Walther's small store 
supplied the few articles they could 
afford to purchase and the Postoffice 
gave them contact with the outside 
world. Grandpa Newby put up a windmill 
and used it to grind c o m  for the 
neighbors. He was also the mail car
rier. Church was held in the school 
house when a preacher was available.

But all was not peace and quiet 
in the valley. New Mexico was still 
raw frontier in the early 1900's. One 
day Mr. Locklear's favorite horse, a 

fine dunn with flowing white mane and tail, was missing fron the bunch, A strange man had been 
seen coming down from the Mountain to water his horse at a tank which Mr. Locklear had built near 
the Caprock in order to catch the runoff from the hillside. There on top of the Caprock, Mr.
Locklear found the man lying under a tree with his hat pulled over his face. Two horses, one of
them the missing dunn, were tied to a tree. Mr. Locklear rode up, untied his horse and rode 
-"way. Since he cs.rried his winchester over his saddle hom, the stranger did not protest. The 
fuediny over grazing rights reached even here. The next morning after George Clark dug the ditch 
to start his log house, he found a log in the ditch with the figure of a man drawn in charcoal.
On a board stuck up at the head was the wort "stop". Later when the c o m  had almost reached the 
roasting ear stage, cows were driven into the patch at nirht. './here trtre were fences to protect 
the crops, they were cut and the dissension over possession of the land was reenacted once more. 
George carried a pistol and winchester at all times. The house which George and Ludie built was 
of pinion logs from the Caprock, set up picket style, as George's father, Dock Clark, had built 
his house in far away Uvalde County in 1880. The roof was of sod and when it rained, it leaked 
mud, A quilt served as a door until enough wooden boxes were accumulated to build one to re
place it. These people were experts at using what they had at hand.

During that decade preceding World War I, these people lived their busy lives isolated by 
the canyon walls. There were joys and sorrows as elsewhere. The graveyard had an occasional 
new mound. The first b o m  of the Griggs had been buried at the head of the canyon, but the 
grave was moved to the ridge near the others. The Stradley baby was buried there, as was 
Raymond Lowell Clark, age 4 months, son of George and Ludie Clark, and others joined them from 
time to time. Mr. Griggs was a small machine with which he wove mesh wire by hand to fence his 
sheep pastures, and he wove wire to enclose the graveyard. Ornamental iron gates were placed 
at the entrance and the graves were well tended.
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Droughts, economic pressures and the upheavel of world conflict did not leave the valley un
touched. The World War I call for soldiers reached even there. Connie alien, son of Loula 
Newby Stradley, who was b o m  in Gail, went, as did Allen and Wayne Bennett, -Arnold Walther and 
Doot Fisher. Doot was killed the first day in battle. George was away in Arizona at work but 
I.udie Clark gave a farewell party for the boys. The neighbors danced all night and the next 
morning these boys, who knew nothing of uniforms and a m y  drills, left for Tucumcari to take 
their physicals and be inducted into the army.

The people began to drift away. The Stradleys moved to Amarillo, the Nixes to Hereford. 
Grandpa and Grandma Newby are buried there. The Walthers, still following the frontier, went 
to Colorado State. The Griggs remained in the Tucumcari area. George Clark went to Santa Rosa 
to find work, came back to the valley and left again to go to Vaughn, Tucumcari, Las Vegas, always 
following the newspaper career he had started in Gail. At one time, he edited a Spanish language 
newspaper :La Nueva Estrella:i. The school was discontinued about 1920. The Postoffice was 
moved to Norton. A ranchman bought up the claims and today all that remains of Puerto are some 
broken rock walls and dying cottonwood trees. Only the Stradley house has four walls still 
st/ riding. The once level grass grown valley is now eroded into sand dunes covered with bear 
gr'ss ' nd scrub mesquite. The iron gates have been removed from the cemetary and the mesh wire 
is down in spots, but the crude headstones with handcarved names keep vigil on that lonely, 
lovely ridge.

-SHHBBf- -IBBBBf- -IBBBBf

The Free Press, Clovis, New Mexico
ON THE WESTERN SLOPE 

OF THE ROCKIES 
By MRS. GEO. A. CLARK

I know a land that ic very fair;
Our Heavenly Father put it there, 
Ho imulo it by niH jmiclouit himtl, 

id 1 >'o it to unappreciative man. 
We fail to appreciate its grand

eur and beauty,
We fail to thank our Father, (which 

is our duty.)
For the western slope of the

Rockies
The mountains high, the vale be

low.
More wonderous beauty we will 

never know.
The stately asperi, spruce, and fir 

of lace.
T.ie lowering pines in majestic 

grace.
Vari-colored flowers bedeck the 

vale and mountain side— 
Their splendor would grace the 

brow of a bride.
Tis a fairy land, not made by man. 
This western slope of the Rockies. 
'ris here you’ll hear the wise old 

owl,
On the distant hill the coyotes 

howl.
The big brown bear call this their 

home;
Here the deer are want to roam. 
When summer's gone, and autumn 

comes,
You’ll hear the report of hunter’s

guns.
The deer understands and feels 
The hunters close upon their heels. 
They speed away to the dark rav

ine.
Hoping, there, not to be seen. 
Beneath the hanging bougs they 

creep.
Scarcely move, dare not sleep— 
E vorv nerve tense, fast beating 

heart,
The snap of a twig, a leap, a dart, 
’Tis joy to the hunter’s mind 
The hidden haunts of the deer to 

find—
On the western slope of the 

Rocki.
The sunset a painters brush can 

ne’er excell,
A poets pen can never tell; 
iiiey may paint and write 

years to come
They’ll ne’er describe the setting 

sun.
On the western slope of the 

Rockies.

for

The beauty of the falling snow, 
You’ll have to see before you 

knov.-
It falls and falls, grows very deep, 
In the vale below; on the rugged 

steep.
The ablest pen will never write 

Of the mellow moon on the snow 
at night.

Soon we lose this beauty almost 
Divine

When comes the rays of warm 
sunchine.

It melts and feeds the bubbling 
springs

’Tis nectar for queens and kings 
Here men and beasts may quench 

their thirst;
To everything it gives new birth. 
Oft the western slope of the

Rockies
Mortal can never write the words, 
That will half describe the .birds. 
A  more beautiful sight you’lTnever 

see
Than a flock of bluebirds in a tree
On the western slope of the

Rockies.
On the western slope of the

Rockies grand
Where friends are true and man

is a man
Where everyone gladly helps his 

Brother,
We obey our Lord and love one 

a no ther
There are servants of God in this 

land, given-,
Who point the way to home in 

Heaven.
They tell of James and John and 

Paul,
And of our Savior’s love for all.
A land so full of wonderous bliss,

Who could wish for more than 
this?—

The western slope of the Rockies. 
In this fair land many, years may 

I live
In this land which our Lord to us 

did give.
To live and enjoy the moon and 

sun,
And count my blessings one by 

one.
And when I’m called from this 

earthly bliss
I hope my home will be like this— • 

The western slope of the Rockies.
(Dedicated to Catron Co. N. M.)

The romance that culimated in the first 
wedding to be held in the newly erected 
Methodist Church in Gail, Texas began in 
the winter of 1898, when George Admin Clark, 
son of the V/, K. Clarks, met Miss Ludie Lock
lear, daughter of the A. R. Locklears, at a 
dance held at one of the neighborhood homes.

Miss Ludie was only fourteen years old 
at the time, and a little too young to be
gin ’’dating'', so it wasn't until two years 
later that George could call on her and ask 
her to accompany him in attending the dances, 
picnics, etc., that made up the social life 
of the community.

It was about January 1, 1902 that the 
wedding announcements were sent out. The 
announcements were printed by the groom-to- 
be in his own printing shop— a small build
ing on the corner east of the Simpson's 
store, formerly owned by Lorenzo Dow. George 
was editor, publisher and distributor of the 
weekly newspaper, The Borden Citizen.

The little church in which the marriage 
ceremony was performed had been built with 
lumber hauled in from Big Springs, Texas by 
some of the local men, among whom were /.. T. 
Locklear (father of the bride) and a Mr. 
Baker. Construction of the church was 
completed in 1900 or 1901, and the wedding 
for Kiss Ludie and George was held April 
30, 1902.

The church was filled with family and 
friends on that Wednesday evening at 8:00 
F. K. as the groom, attired in a dark suit 
bought especially for the accasion from a 
mail-order house, escorted his bride down 
the aisle. The bride's dress, of baby-soft 
white mull with a lace stripe, was hand 
made by Mrs. Baker, wife of the Mr. Baker 
who helped to haul the lumber for the churcf.. 
The fabric had been bought at Jim Chandler's 
store. The gown was fashioned with three 
wide ruffles at the bottom of the long skirt,
with long, fitted sleeves with wide lace 

ruffles at the wrist. The pointed yoke was lace trimmed, and a. white ribbon bow about three 
inches wide was fastened at the left shoulder with streamers foiling to the waise. A similar 
bow was at the waist with streamers falling to the hem of the skirt. Her several petticoats 
were starched so stiff that they rattled when she walked. The bride wore no headdress. Her 
shoes were purchased at Mr. Chandler's store, and since no "slippers" were available, they were 
bl'-ck, high topped shoes— but she, being resourceful, cut the tops off and bound the edges witn 
bl/ck satin ribbon. She wore black cotton hose.

A friend of the couple, Walter McCasland, residing at that time in Big Spring, was not <-.ble 
to attend the wedding, but sent six white roses— by "mail-back", (which ran twice a week). This
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was a surprise gift that provided a fresh flower for both the bride and groom and each of the 
four attendants.

The first pair of attendants, Miss Lillie Clark (sister of the groom), and Mr. Cass Lyons 
followed the bridal couple down the aisle. Next in the procession were Miss Dorothy Bedell and 
Mr. Ira Wasson. (This latter couple married May 20, 1902.) The vows were read by Rev. Pruitt, 
a Church of Christ minister who resided in Gail. In this old-fashioned ceremony, the bride 
promised to "love, honor and obey" and the bridegroom promised to "love, honor and cherish".

Following the short ceremony, the couple departed for the home of the groom's parents, where 
the wedding supper was waiting. The evening was spent in dancing, which continued until early 
in the morning of the next day. Following the festivities, the groom took his bride to the 
smell, four-room house in the west part of town (rented from Mr. J. N. Hopkins), which was 
furnished and waiting for the newlyweds.

By Arlene Clark Rudolph, youngest daughter of George and Ludie Clark.
***** ***** *****

A . A , PORTERFIELD, of Draw, died April 1, 1973- He operated the General Store at Draw for many 
years. Survivors are his wife and a son.

W. E. STOCKTON, of Sand Springs, Texas'passed away April 18, 1973. His wife Frances (Jenkins) 
Stockton and a daughter survive.

0. D. (Dewey) ENGLE, died May 19, 1973 in Big Spring. He is survived by his wife, Nina, sons, 
Clifford and Howard and daughters, Lucille and LaNell.

LANHAM HODNETT, of Vincent died April 22, 1973. Survivors are his wife and a daughter.

HERBERT MOORE, died April 23, 1973 in Big Spring, Texas. Henry Moore of Vealmoor is a brother.

C. H. (Jack) HUNNICUTT, 72, of Fluvanna passed away April 23, 1973. His wife Eula (Carmichael) 
and three sons, Preston, John and Jack survive. Also two sisters, Millie Gleghom and Lela 
Jacobs and a brother, Charlie.

J. C. BROWN, 57, ps-ssed away April 27, 1973 in Tuscola, Texas. Survivors are his wife and two 
daughters.

CHARLIE PROFITT, passed away May 8, 1973 in Missouri. He has married to Johnnie (Bills) of 
Borden County.

T. M. COLLIER, Fluvanna, passed away April 26, 1973. Keith Collier, Sheriff of Scurry County 
is a son.

MRS, NANCY TAYLOR, 84, passed away May 21, 1973. Survivors include a daughter, Mrs. Weldon 
Hancock of Borden County.

OLIN KEEN, 87, died Juily 8, 1973 in Snyder. His parents came to Borden County in the late 1880's. 
Survivors are his wife, Pearl, and three sons, Tom, Woodson and Billy Bob. Burial was in Gail.

MRS. CORA (Cranfill) COATES, of Ozona died June 8, 1973- She was a former Borden County resident 
and was married to the late Fleet Coates.

CHANDLER DODSON,67, of Morgan Mills passed away March 24, 1973. Mr. Dodson spent his early years 
in Gail with his parents, the late Harden and Ella Dodson.

***** ***** *****
MEMORIALS TO MUSEUM

In memory of Jimny Ha-gins a memorial gift was received from Mr. and Mrs. W. Bert Dennis of Gail.

A gift was received from La Netta. Rogers and Lillie (Rogers) Johnson of Midland in Memory of 
Russell Dorward.

A memorial in the memory of Billie Dorward was received from Lillie (Rogers) Johnson of Midland.

In memory of Jack Hunnicutt a memorial gift was received from Dorothy Browne end Janice of Gail.

Mrs. Ned Smith of Route 1, O'Donnell sent a memorial in memory of Cora (Cranfill) Coates.

The Raymond Lloyds sent a gift for the Fairview School Marker in memory of Dewey Engle, Terrell 
Shafer and Olin Keen.

In memory of Olin Keen memorial gifts have been received from Edna Miller, The Vivian Clarks,
The M. J. Taylors, Doris and Taylor Rudd, The Ernest Turners, Darlene Holley and Family, Frances 
Bennett, Mr. and Mrs. Norman Sneed, Don Cox, Mr. and Mrs. Borden Gray, Jr., Dorothy Browne, Mr. 
and Mrs. M. M. Monk, Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Holmes, Iva Reeder, Mr. and Mrs. Larry Smith, Mr. and 
Mrs. Dick Cantrell, Mr. and Mrs. James Wilson, The 0. D. Jacksons, Mr. and Mrs. James Hodge,
Mr. and Mrs. Jap Jones, The Glenn Toombs, The Herman Ledbetters, Mr. and Mrs. Carl McKee, The 
Vernon Wolfs, The Don Jones, Mr. and Mrs. Roland Hamilton, Mr. and Mrs. Elwood Hamilton, Mr. and 
Mrs. Delmo Pearce, Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Clark and Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Johnson.
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Since March 20, 1973 and our last newsletter, 514 visitors from 13 States have registered 
at our Borden County Museum. Among these were a neice of Dr. Hannabass, Mrs. Walter Holt of 
Walters, Oklahoma, Mr. John Havey (Mr. and Mrs. Havey were curators of the Pioneer Museum at 
Crosbyton for many years.) and Mr. and Mrs. Dan Cockrum of Post who print our "Borden Citizen" 
and members of many early families including the Everetts, Mitchells, Wilsons, Johnsons, Keens, 
Cantrells, Shaffers and Marables. Dr. Gene Rooze of Texas Tech expressed a desire to bring some 
of his students for a tour of the Museum. The following tours have been conducted:

On April 11, 1973, 15 ladies from the Post Study Club were guests of the Borden County 
Museum. They were accompanied by Mr. Ira Duckworth and Mr. R. T. Marks. Among the group was 
the most delightful Maggie Mae Jones, granddaughter of Elihu Borden whose uncle was Gail Borden, 
for whom our County and Town were named. She told us much of history of the Borden family and 
promised some momentoes for our Museum.

33 members and sponsors of O'Donnell Girl Scout Troop 74 were guests at the Borden County 
Museum on April 14th. Wendell Edwards hosted the troop and Moody Everett conducted the Museum 
tour.

On May 18th, members of the Graham Home Demonstration Club stopped by the Museum for 
coffee, cokes and cookies on a tour of'local points of interest. Graham is southwest of Post 
near the Old Graham Wells, a watering place on the Slaughter ranch.

Fourteen boys from the Buckner Children's Home in Lubbock along with their house parents 
visited the Museum on June 8th, and were served cokes and cookies. Later they enjoyed barbecued 
antelope and fishing as guests of Bennie Edwards at the Old Smoot place.

Generous donations have been made to the Museum by The Delmo Pearces of El Paso, The 
Earl Wilsons of Snyder, Tom Boucjier of Post and the Woman's Study Club of Post. Thank you,
Mrs. W. K. Crawley of Lamesa for sending "The Good Old Days" Magazine to the Museum. Mr. and 
Mrs. Sterling Bearden of Stephenvill, Texas have given a picture of the Buildings on the north 
side of the square in Gail which was painted by Sterling. A picture of the Courthouse square 
and surroundings, which include the old Courthouse and jail has been painted by M. R. Lott of 
O'Donnell. We are most gra.teful for all of these gifts.

The Borden County Museum has recently been the recipient of a collection of fossiis, gem 
stones and rare and interesting bottles presented by Mbs. Bertha McLemore of Katemey, Texas.
Mrs. McLemore is the granddaughter of Josephine P. Camp who ran sheep in Borden and Scurry 
Counties in the 1890's. Mrs. Camp owned a T shaped three room dugout near Gavette Creek with 
each room being in the comer of different sections of land, thus the occupants of the dugout 
could control and ".live out" their claims on all three sections. Mrs. Camp's son, Jim, married 
Caroline Stokely in Gail in 1897. It was a runaway' marriage aided by Mr. Locklear, a neighbor.
In 1900 Mrs. Camp traded her sheep for cattle and moved them to New Mexico. The story of this 
courageous pioneer woman, if we could fill in the details, would add a fasinating page to 
Borden County History.

J. A. Skinner of Andrews, Texas and Ed Skinner of Fletcher, Oklahoma visited the Museum 
recently and wrote on the register that they were the sons of L. E. Skinner, the first Tax 
Assessor of Borden County. From the minutes of the Commissioners' Court of Howard County we 
have the following record dated the 31st day of March, A. D. 1891. "It was ordered by the Court 
that the following bonds of the officers elected for Borden County be approved, viz: H. J. Camp, 
Surveyor; C. L. Wasson as County Judge; L. E. Skinner as Assessor; H. W. Hale as County attorney 
T. D. Love as Tax Collector; T. D. Love as Sheriff} D. V. Carter, Commissioner Precinct No. 3;
L. H. Dearing as Inspector; W. S. Moore as County Clerk; W. S. Moore as District Clerk; D. V. 
Carter, Justice of Peace, Precinct No. 3; W. H. McCulloch, Commissioner Precinct No. 1; V/. L. 
Danner, Commissioner Precinct No. 2; M. C. Parker as Treasurer; and J. S. York as Commissioner 
Precinct No. 4.

•3B B B 5-* -iB B B B f-

Mr. and Mrs. Pat Jones celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on Kay 20th, 1973 in 
the Fluvanna Community Center. Their daughter, Mrs. Robert (Patsy) Fee was hostess. Pat, the 
son of the late D. A. Jones was b o m  in 1900 in the town of Light, which is now Fluvanna. Mrs. 
Jones is the daughter of the W. J. Beavers who moved to Fluvanna in 1905.

■3HHBHS- -SB B B H f- -JH H H H !-

The Von Roeder Annual Reunion was held at the Sorrells-Murphy Cabin on Lake Thomas in 
Borden County on Memorial weekend. Many were in attendance including Agnes (Von Roeder)
Sorrells and Frieda (Von Roeder) Murphy.

-5BBH BS- -K A H oH c -SB ttB B S-

Descendants of the late Jack and Lucy (Kincaid) Rogers had their second "Rogers Roundup" 
June 22-24 at Bridgeport Lake with 75 in attendance. All of their children were present. Jack, 
Aubrey, Lillie, Attie, Joe, La. Netta, and Roddie, as well as La Verne (wife of the late Tilmcn 
Rogers) and The Vivian and Virgil Clarks.

•5B B H C -# -S B B B B f- -JB B B i-*
F. J. (Dick) Cantrell retired on June 30th, 1973 after 31 years with the ASCS office in 

Borden County. He came with his parents, the late A. J. Cantrells, to Borden County in 1910. 
There were over fifty guests that registered at the "Open House" given for him on June 22nd at 
the ASCS office. He and his wife, Joyce, plan to spend part time in Ruidodo, New Mexico and 
part time in Gail.
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Many Borden County "Oldtimers" got together on a happy occasion on Sunday, April 15, 1973, 

when Dewey and Fay Everett celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary, at the Borden County 
ranch home of their daughter, Mrs. Ralph Miller. Dewey came to Borden County in 1906 with his 
family. His father, J. Y. Everett served as Borden County's Sheriff from 1917 to 1922. His 
lovely wife, Fay, was b o m  in Borden County. Her father, C. E. Reeder, served as County Commis
sioner and as County Judge from 1913 to 1918. Dewey and Fay were married in the Reeder home in 
Gail on April 14, 1925. Their attendants were Dewey's sister, Flossie and her husband, John 
Johnson. It rained in Borden County so hard on the day of the wedding that Mr. Reeder almost 
did not m-ke it in from the farm. They have four children, Dewey Fay Miller, Dub and Jess of 
Snyder and Donnie of Odessa. They also raised Roland Hamilton. Many more Happy Anniversaries, 
Dewey and Fay!!

WWASOl -IWWWf-V-
Doris Rudd wrote this report on some of 

our Museum visitors for the "Borden Star" 
published weekly in Gail.

"The residents of Gail are often asked, 
'How do you keep from being bored in this small 
community'. Boredom is not a problem in Borden 
County. Everyone participates .in community 
activities and some of the most interesting 
people of the world stop by to visit and enter
tain us with their true stories. Two such 
couples set aside one day for Borden County out 
of a six weeks vacation. They are Mr. and Mrs. 
A. P. Holligan, Roberts, Texas and Mr. and Mrs. 
Oscar Millerborg, Harlingen, Texas, Mrs. Mary 
Jane Holligan came to Borden County with her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Henry C. Hays in 1909.
Her sister Mrs. Ruth Millerborg was b o m  on 
the J. N. York in 1910, where their parents 
worked for 8 years. Mary Jane attended school 
"Some where near the York Ranch, in a little 
wooden house on top of a hill". During this 

Catherine York, Ruth Millerborg, Van Lee York 8 years their house burned and their sister
and. Mary Holligan at grave on York Ranch. Gertrude, age 3 months, lost her life in the

fire. She is buried in a little cemetary
containing 6 graves on the York Ranch. The Hays family drove to Arah, West of Snyder, in a wagon 
to attend the Union Church services, where Mr. Hays was noted for his singing. They spent the 
weekends with the Will Seaboums. They moved from Borden County to Haskell County. Mrs. Henry 
Hays passed away 3 years Ago at the age of 86. She had 11 children, b o m  in Texas, New Mexico 
and California. She had made 5 trips from Texas to California in a covered wagon. The trip 
took 30 days each way, and the family spent 3 months in California as seasonal workers."

An account of the tra.gic dea.th of baby Gertrude was published in the "Borden Citizen" 
Volume III, No. 4, June 1968, and Eunice Smith of Snyder gives this further information concern
ing the tragedy, "It was supper time at the Smith Home. The Hays family had come by that day 
on their way to Arah for proceries but had returned by mother road. However, there was other 
company sharing the evening meal. Mrs. Smith walked out on the porch and called that the Hays 
house was on fire. The horses were in the lot and Mr. Smith, his son Elzie and Olen Ainsworth 
hurriedly saddled And rode to the Hays place. The small frame house was too far gone for them 
to help but they pulled the wagon in which Mary Jane and ■■.lien were asleep away from the flames. 
Mr. Hays hair and mustache were singed in his attempt to rescue the baby Gertrude from the 
burning house. The fire had been started by the coal oil lamp which had no globe. The Hays 
family went to the Smith home to spend the night and. Mrs. Smith prepared lunch for them and the 
neighbors the next day. On Sunday, Gertrude was buried in the little cemetary on the York Ranch'.

-:bb hb:- -ikbbb:- ->bk b<-;:-
The University of Texas of the Permian Basin has joined with approximately 22 museums in 

the Permian Basin in forming an organization to encourage and enhance museum programs and promote 
greater use of museums by the public. Areas in conservation and techniques, fine arts, public 
relations, cooperative programs and many related fields of history and museology will be devel
oped through mutual cooperation. The University will direct the Institute's administration and 
provide an Executive Secretary and necessary secretarial help.

Member museums include: Museum of the Big Bend, Alpine; Big Lake Historical Museum: Heri
tage Museum, Big Spring; Colorado City Historical Museum; Annie Riggs Memorial Museum, ft. 
Stockton; Porden County Museum, Gail; Iraan archeological Museum; Comanche Trails Museum, Permit; 
]>mes=/Dawson County Museum; County Historical Museum, Midland; Permian Basin Pet. Museum,
Midland; Presidential Museum, Odessa; Odessa Meteorite Museum; Mendoza Trail Museum, McCamey; 
Crockett County Museum, Ozona; West of the Pecos Museum; Rankin Historical Museum; Cultus Local 
Historical Museum, Seagraves; Scurry County Museum Assoc., Snyder; and Martin County Historical 
Museum, Stanton. The Preview urges you to visit these interesting and worthwhile Museums when 
you are in the a.rea. (This article is from the PERMIAN BASIN PREVIEW.)

Some thirty people attended the meeting representing museums throughout the Permian Basin. 
Sybil Gilmore and Edna Miller were the Borden County representatives. President B. H. amstead 
of the University of Texas Permian Basin and his gracious wife hosted a "Cenita" luncheon which 
was served in one of the almost finished buildings of the University. The "Cenita" meaning 
"little supper" is often served to guests of the University. It consisted of a table lined with
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with gaily colored baskets of food and flowers. Each person sat before a cutting board and had 
access to P basket containing napkins, knives, and picnic foods such as french loaves, cheese, 
sardines, hard boiled eggs, tomatoes, celeiy, fruits; including fresh strawberries and a jug of 
apple juice. Before being seated, we were served cocktails of fresh oysters, just flown in 
from the gulf.

Following the ''Cenita" the group toured the University library which will house 145,000 
volumes when cataloging is completed. All were given a special invitation to visit the out
standing Odessa Presidential Museum, where special exhibits were on display.

Mrs. Edna Miller, Borden County Historical Society Chairman represented Borden County at Texas 
Tech, Friday May 4, at the second annual series of Museum Seminars. These one day seminars are 
funded by the National Museum Act and by the Texas Historical Foundation. They deal with many 
worthwhile ideas such as "Forming Collections and Keeping Records","Living History", "Organi
zing "nd Designing Exhibits" and "Key to Community Support."

-JHHoH'- -/HHHHc

Mr. and Mrs. Vivian Clark and Mrs. Joe Gilmore attended the official opening of the South 
Campus and the unveiling ^f the Hall of Honor of the Permian Historical Society, The University 
of Texas of the Permian Basin in Odessa, Texas, May 11, 1973. Exhibits from numerous museums 
over the Permian Basin were on display at the P. B. Museum Institute. A simultaneous ribbon 
cutting ceremony was performed to open'all exhibits for viewing by the Public, Pauline Clark 
doing the honors for Borden County Museum. The Borden County exhibit consisted of History of 
the M K Ranch, childrens toys, dolls and furniture. Lunch was served to members and guests at 
the Westminister Presbyterian Church. Honored as Permian Basin Pioneers were: Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
McKnight, Ethie Eagleton, Mr. Clarence Pope, William Kerr, Barney Hubbs, John Dunagan and John 
Ben Sheppard. Mr. and Mrs. McKnight donated the land where the university is being built. They 
moved to Odessa in 1919-

•5HBHHS- -SHHBBS-

LETTERS FROM OUR READERS:
You do a wonderful work. I can not renew 

my subscription this year. I loved to read 
them and give them to the "Southwest Collection 
KATIE BELL CRUMP, Lubbock. Note: You will still 
get the paper.

j I am sending a check for ten dollars to be 
applied to my subscription to the Historical 
Newsletter and the rest in Memory of Mrs. Ethel 
Everett. She was one of the dearest persons I 
have ever known, and that was for forty five 
years. I look forward to the pa.per, although 
so much happened before my coming to Gail in 
1912. MRS. E. J. (Eva Angel) WINDSOR, Ft.Worth

My daddy (Will Johnson) always looks forward to 
receiving and reading about events and people.
He remembers so well. His daughter, Nell Histon, 

P-uline Clark and Borden County Museum Display Roswell, New Mexico, 
ft University of Texas of the Permian Basin.

I enjoy the "Borden Citizen" very much and share 
it with Will Johnson who once lived in Borden County. He now lives in Roswell near his daughter, 
Nell Histon. JCSIE G. HOWELL, Elida, New Mexico.

The soul of West Texas was extremely interesting in the latest issue of the Soul of West Texas - 
Jack Rogers, that's Who. Of Course I was also very much interested in the letter from my 
cousin, Kary Prince, daughter of Henry Prince who was also out there before Gail was. Also the 
letter written by my grandmother Prince. Thanks, ARTHUR PRINCE, Abilene, Texas.

Just wanted to write and tell you how much Mom (Laura Shaffer) and I enjoyed our visit with 
old friends' in Gail. It was really a wonderful day! I wish we could have had more time in the 
Museum. You folks are doing a wonderful job. I am sending $6.00 for subscriptions for me and 
for Mom for the "Borden Citizen". Its the most interesting piece of History I have ever read! 
JUANITA (SHAFFER) JOUETT, Shallowater, Texas.

I am sending my dues for "Borden Citizen". Don't want to miss one. HUGH TAYLOR, Snyder.

Thanks for the"Rorden Citizens'.' that I have received. Most interesting!
MRS. RAY CARUTH, Dallas, Texas.

Enclosed you will find a check for "Borden Citizen" for another year. Enjoyed the March 
Edition. RUFY LOVE, Big Spring, Texas.

You folks are doing a great job with the Museum and with this paper, the "Borden Citizen" 
Many of the people mentioned, I do not know or remember, but remember the names from hearing 
others talk, but on the other hand, a great many I did know, j have all the papers since you 
started. It is a great record to keep for ones children, so they might know something of the 
place where a parant was reared. PAULING CANTRELL BRIGHAM, Bakersfield, California
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SOUTHWEST COLLECTION '

;h University NAYMON EVERETT
TEXAS .7940fhe  Borden County Museum held Open House on Sun

day April 8, 1973, to honor Naymon Everett. The 
Community of O'Donnell, where Naymon lives, had pro
claimed Naymon Everett Week in honor of his fifty 
years of service to the community. The following 
article was published in the O'Donnell Index-Press 
and The Borden Star.

TO NAYMON EVERETT - THIS IS YOUR LIFE
He has given two generations of Iynn and Borden 

County Lads their first hair cuts. And for fifty 
years has kept the male population of the O'Donnell 
area shorn and neat - Naymon Everett-This is Your 
Life!

Your antecedents followed the trail of migration 
ever westward and your parents came from Coryell and 
Runnels Counties to Howard and Borden Counties as the 
frontier moved West. You were b o m  while they so
journed in Howard Coupty, the fifth of six sons and 
two daughters b o m  to J. Y. and Lucy Manning Everett. 
The next year the family came to the promising com
munity of Gail in Borden County, where you spent 
your childhood. Ah, those memories-the first day at 

school, the school mates, the pet goat, the burro you rode into town to see the circus parade with 
its elephant, steam caliope, giraffe, and tiger cages, and then rode home thinking that you had 
seen the complete circus. The time you and Joe Snyder crawled under the circus tent and raised 
up under the Lians cage. The milk cows that ran loose on the town section and had to be rustled 
for milking. But most of all the lazy Saturday afternoons when everyone came to town and there 
was the delight of slipping into the Barber Shop with its rows of shaving mugs each bearing the 
gold lettered name of some prestigeous citizen, its bathing facilities-the only bath tub in town- 
and the slicked up customers smelling of talc and tonic. Here was b o m  your life's ambition which 
sent yoii to Amarillo to Barber College and the beginning of your long career.

In the mean time you had herded sheep and goats and worked with the horses and cattle which 
provided your family's livelihood. Now the Everett family had moved to O'Donnell where your 
father continued to trade in land, horses and cattle. Here your brother Roy still lives and here 
your Mother lived out her long life, becoming Grarury Everett to the entire community. And here 
you returned to start your life's work and to marry Moody Burk who has shared that life for almost 
fifty years. A daughter, Nancy, came to share this life and you had the joy of watching her grow 
up, be married to Wayne Mott and give you a grandson, Dan. Over the years you have participated 
in many community activities- and not the least of these was helping the Methodist Church grow... 
Your life hadn't been all work and duty. There have been many hobbies, a love for nature, keeping 
bees and chickens; a feel for heritage and history-collecting barb wire, old bottles, antiques, 
and things some would call junk; and some of the pioneer d a ring-hunt ing rattle snakes and taking 
them alive. This hobby brings strong reactions. It inspired Brother Roy to comment that Mother 
Everett had six sons but only one Idiot! As a member of the Borden County Historical Committee 
you have contributed interest and support to the Borden County Museum and to the recording of 
local history thus keeping alive your roots in this neighboring community. You have been a part
of the Barber Profession since the day when shaves were 10 cents.... You have been a part of this
community and have participated in its activities for Lo! these many years. Yes, Naymon Everett,
THIS IS YOUR LIFE,,.. -X—/H H or

With our September issue we begin our ninth year of publication of the "Borden Citizen".
If you have not sent in your dues of $3.00 per year, will you please do so. Send them to 
Mrs. J. W. Holmes, Gail, Texas and send your Memorials to Mrs. Vivian Clark, Gail, Texas 79738.
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