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The ISATIS, or ARCTIC DOG +
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vty mot only conflitute three difind fpecies,
o rare fo diftant from cach other, as to admit
iermediate fpecics. . The jackal s an inter
F ediate fpocies between the dog and wolf; and
“he ifais is placed between the fox and dog.
The ifats has hitherto been regarded a5 a va-
ety of the fox. But the defeription given of
it by Gmelin demonflsates it to be a different
fpecies.

The ifatis is common in all the northern re-
ions bordering on the frozen fea, and is never
Fyand on this fide of the Goth degree of lati=

ure of the body, and the length
he is perfecly fimilar to the fox;

the ¢
but his head has a greater refemblance to that

His hair is fofter than that of the
common fos, and his fur is fometimes white,
2ad fometimes of a bluifh afh-colour. The
bead is fhort in proportion to the body ; it is
broad near the neck, and is terminated by a fharp
muzzle. The ears are almoft round.. He has
fve toes and five claws on the fore-feet, and
anly four on thofe behind.  The penis. of the

reely fo thick as a goofe quill. The
lmonds, and are fo ¢

ceive them.
2bout two inches long, finooth, bufhy, and foft
sswool. The nofils and under lip are naked,
and the fkin of th is black.
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Tn both male and female, the flomach,
inteflines, and fpermatic velels, are finfly g
thofe of the dog: There is even a bone i gy
penis of the male, and the whole fkeleon g
fembles that of a fox.

"The voice of the ifatis partakes of the barking
of a dog and the yelping of a fox. The mee
chants who deal in furs diftinguifh two kindsgg
ifatis, the one white, and the other of a bl
ath-colour. The latter are moft eficemed, ang

) Vikers,

their price advances in proportion to their blye
nefs or brownnefs. This difference of colour
not fufficient to confitute a differ

5 < of fpecies
for M. Gmeclin was

d by the moft experis
enced hunters in the fame litter, fome of
the young are white, and others afh-coloured,

i animal peculiar to the nohe.
prefers the coafts of the fro-
banks of the rivers which fll
s open countries, and never

n the coldeft
ay, Lapland,
nals copulate
in the month of Marc - organs of
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Their rut-
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Siberia, and Ieckind
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iog feafon 1afls fifteen days, or three wecks,
during which they are always in the open air ;
and afterwards they retire to their holes, which
e narrow, very decp, and have feveral entries:
They keep their holes clean, and make beds of
s in them.  The time of geftation, like that
ofthe bitch, is about nine weeks, The females
bring forth about the end of June ér ieginning
of May, and: generally produce fix, feven, or
dghtata ltter %, Thofe which are to be white,
e yellowith at birth, and thofe which are to be
of 4 bluifh afh-coloor, are blackith, and their
Jair is then very fhort The mother fuckles
1nd attends them in the hole during five or fix
wecks 3 after which, fhe makes thein go out,
2nd brings thent viQluals.  In the month of Sep-
tember, their hair is more than half an inch
longs At this period, thofe which are to be
hite, are almoft entirely fo, except 4 brown
band along the back, and another acrofs the
froulders. It is then that the ifatis is called the

But this brown cfofs difappears be
fore winter, when they are entirely white, and
their bair more than two inches in lengfh.
About the month of May, the hair begins to fall
« M. Gl fays, fom che ieflimony of hunters, that thefe

§
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off, and the moulting is finithed in July s Hence
the fur is good in winter only.

"The ifatis lives upon rats, hares; and birds;
and, in feizing them, he ufes as much addref
26 the fox.  He fwims acrofs lakes in queft of
the nefts of ducks and of geele, and eats the
cgge and the young. In thefe cold and defere
regions, he has o enemy but the glutton, who
Jies in ambuth for bim.

As the wolf, the fox, the glutton, and the
other animals which inbabit the northern re-
gions of Europe and Afla, have pafled from the
one continent to the other, and are found in
‘America, the ifats ought likewife to be found
there; and I prefume, that the flver-gray fox of
North America, of which Catefby * has given
a figure, is the ifatis, and not a fimple variety
of the fox.

S UtBsPiL E-M E N

IN a letter from London, dated the 1gth day
of February 1768, Mr. Colinfon communicates
the following notice :

¢ My friend M. Paul Demidoff, a Ruffian, who
¢ i an admirer of your works, fends you a draw-
« ing of an undefcribed animal, called Coffc. It

# Nat. Hilk. of Carolina, tom. i. fig. p-78
& wag
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¢ was brought from. the vat deferts of Tartary,
« fituated between the rivers Jaick, Emba, and
« the fources of the Trtifh. " Thefe coffacs are fo
« pumerous in that part of the country, that the
¢ Tartars tranfport annually $0,000 of their
« fkins to Oremburgh, from ' whence they are
« carried to Siberia and Turkey, From the point
¢of the muzzle to the origin of the tail, this
¢ animal is about one foot and eight inches in
¢ fength 3 and his tail is ten inches long.

< The thape of the head, the mild afpet, and
 the barking of this animal, feem to bring him
¢ pear to the dog.  His tail, however, and his
¢ fine foft fur, make him approach the fox. His
¢ blood is ardent, and his breath has a difagree=
¢ able odour, like that of the jackal and wolf.”

From the drawing, and fill more from the thort
deferiptions of M. Demidoff and M. Gmeli, this
animal appears to be the ifatis; and, for that
seafon, Thave caufed it to be engraven.
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