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WITH ITS CONNECTIONS
O FFE R S TO T H E  IM M IG R A N T  F A C IL I­

TIES U N SU R PA SSE D  B Y  THOSE OF  
A N Y  O T H E R  LINE.

They are carried on First Class T H R O U G H  
TR AIN S, in Commodious and 

Comfortable Coaches.

NO MIDNIGHT TRANSFERS!

CLOSE CONNECTION M A D E  A T  A LL  
JUNCTION POINTS.

200 POUNDS
OF B A G G A G E  FR E E  A L L O W E D  E A C H  

E M IG R A N T  PA SSE N G E R .

The undersigned will, on application, give any par­
ticular information desired. W ill procure Tickets, attend 
to checking of Baggage, and afford any assistance in their 
power.

G E O G R A P H IC A L L Y  C O R R E C T  M A PS of Texas 
and the Counties on the line of the T e x a s  & Pa c ific - 
R a il w a y  furnished on application, also all information 
as to Tim e, Connections and Rates of Fare.

Apply to or address :

R. W . THOMPSON, Jr.,
General Passenger Agent,

MARSHALL, TEXAS.
T H O S .  D O R W IN ,

General Northwestern A  Rent,
104 Clark Street, CHICAGO, ILLS.
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IN EFFECT JUNE 1st, 1878.

Through Time Card
V i a -  S T .  L O U I S .

Leave. C hicago . . .  (via 111. Cent.) 10.00 p. m.
9.00 “  

6.50 “

7.00 “

7.00 “  

7.15 “

10.00 a. m.
9.00 “

t  i C incinnati (via 0 .  &  M.)
(via I. C. &  L.) 

L o u isv ille .-(via 0 .  &  M.) 
“  (via J. M. &  I.)

St. Louis(via St L IM &S)

* «

. .

Leave.
Arrive.

Miles. Leave.
4 4 

4 4

9.20 a. m.
rt
n

5
10

T ex a rk an a  J u n ction . 9 35 “  
10.10 “

•H 20 4 4 10 23 “

•H 23 4 4 10.31 “
c 28 4 4 10.50 “

•H 31 4 4 10.58 “
A 39 4 4 11.23 “

44 4 4 11.38 “g 49 4 4 11.55 “

58 4 4 12.25 p. m .  

12.47 “60 4 4

n

74
79

4 4 

4 4

m arsh all (Dinner). j 1.15 “  

1.35 “  

1.52 “

w
88 4 4 2.15 • '

93 4 4 9  “

k
Od

*

98
99 “

Intern ational Junct’n 2.55 “  
2.58 “

1 0 1 4 4 3.08
n o 4 4 3.37 “

a
cfi
ti

117 4 4 4.00 “
120 4 4 4.10 “
120
134
143
150
150
167
174
183
190
194
201
209
220
221
228
234
240
247
253

4 4 4.28 “
4 4 4.53

o 4 4 5.23 “
Cd 4 4

a 4 4 0.07 “  
6.45 “0

eg 4 4 7.80
A 4 4 8."7 “  

8.32 “
$3

4 4

4 4 8.47 “
4 4 9.20 “

eg
H
0Lj

4 4 9.45 “
4 4 

4 4
T exas Cent’ l Cross’g. 10.23 “  

10.30 “
4 4 10.50 “
4 4 1 1 . 1 2  “

eg 4 4 11.32 “  
11.52 “  
12.10 a. m .

•H 4 4

> A rrive

CÛ Intern ational Junct.. 3.10 o. m.
t t i Arrive.

4 43 K 8.00 a. m.
4 1 7.3) “
4 4 11.>9 “
44 830 p. m.

. 2



IN  EFFECT JUNE 1st, 1878.

Through Time Card
Via L O U I S V I L L E  and M E M P H I S .

Leave. C i n c i n n a t i  (via Short Line.) 8.10 p. m.
‘ k “  . . . . (v ia O . & M .) 6.45 “  .4 ' I jO n is v ille iv ia  L. &  G. S.) 12.30 a. m.

■ “ M e m p liis (v ia  M. & L. R.) 5.30 p. m.
4 4 L i t t l e  R o c k  (viaStLIM&S) 2.25 a. m.

Miles. Leave. T e x a r k a n a ........................ 9.20 a. m.
a 5 4 4 T e x a r k a n a  J u n c t i o n . 9.35 ‘
0 16 Sulphur.................................... 10.10 “

•H 20 A lam o....................................... 10.23 “
23 t  4 Forest...................................... 10.31 “

> 28 4 4 Queen City.............................. 10.50 “•H 31 4 4 Atlanta...................................... 10.58 “
Q 39 4 4 Hoxie’s ..................................... 11.23 “
H 44 4 4 K ildare..................................... 11.38 “W 49 Lodi........................................... 11.55w
© 58 4 4 Jefferson................................... 12.25 p. m.

A
66 4 4 W oodlawn................................ 12.47
74 << m a r s h a l l  (Dinner). j 1.15 “  

1.35 “
0 79 4 4 Abney’s..................................... 1.52 “

l / l 88 Hallville................................... 2.15 “
93 4 4 Mason Springs........................ 2.32 “

>s 98 I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J u n c t ’ n 2.55 “
eg 99 Longview................................. 2.58 “

101 4 4 Willow Springs....................... 3 08 “
P 110 4 4 Gladewater.............................. 3.37 “

f l 117 4 4 Neal’ s...................... ................. 4.00 “
£g 120 4 4 Big Sandy................................. 4.10 “

t i 126 4 4 Hawkins................................... 4.28 “
134 4 4 Lake Fork ............................... 4.53 “

0 143 4 4 M i n n e o l a ........................... 5.23 “
ert 150 4 4 Silver Lake.............................. 5.45 “•H 156 4 4 Grand Saline............................ 6.07 “
eg 167 4 4 Edgewood................................. 6.45 “

fl. 174 Will’s Point. (Supper)......... 7.30 “
W 183 Elmo.......................................... 8.07 “

190 4 4 Terrell...................................... 8.32 “
“ 0 194 4 4 Lawrence................................. 8.47 “

201 4 4 Forney...................................... 9.20 “eg 209 Mesquite................................... 9.45 “

M 220 T exas Cent’l C ross’g. 10.23 “

© 221 D a lla s ................................ 10.30 “

H 228 4 4 Eagle Ford............................... 10.50 “
234 k 4 Grand Prairie,........................ 11.12 “eg 240 4 4 Arlington ..................................................... 11.32 “
247 Handley ........................................................ 11.52 “

\r 253 Arrive Fort W o r th .................................... 12.10 a. m.

cd i
3.10 p. m.
8 3s) “

C 3

se£ 4 4 A nstin ................................. 8.00 a. m.
“
“ 11.59 “
4 4

.«a
6»*



T
I N  E F F E C T  J U N E  1 s t ,  1 8 7 8 .

Iiroiiiih Tim e Card
V ia  C H A T T A N O O G A  a n d  L IT T L E  R O C K .

I •
Leave. B r i s t o l . . . ( v ia  E. T. & V.) 7.22 p. m.4 4 K n o x v i l l e (  “  “  “  j 12.22 a. m.

‘ ‘ C h a tta n oog a (v ia M .& C .) 5.10 a. m.4 ‘ “  (via N.C.&St.L.) 9.30 p. m.
6 4 M e m p h is  (via M. & L. R.) 5.30 p. m.
4 4 C o ln m b u s M y  (viaStLIM&S) 5.30 a. m.4 4 P o p l a r  B l u f f  ( “  “  ) 6.05 p. m.

L i t t l e  R o c k  ( “  “  ) 2.25 a. m.

, - v Miles. Leave. T e x a r k a n a . . . ......... .— 9.20 a. m.d 5 4 4 T e x a r k a n a  J u n c t i o n . 9.35 44
0 16 4 4 Sulphur.................................... 10.10 “■g 20 Alam o....................................... 10.23 “

•H 23 4 4 Forest....................................... 10.31 “
> 28 4 c Queen C ity............................. 10.50 “

31 “ Atlanta........................ ............ 10 58 “
H 39 Hoxie’s..................................... 11.23 “

44 Kildare..................................... 11.38 “w2-i 49 4 4 Lodi........................................... 11.55 “
© 58 4 4 Jefferson................................... 12.25 p.m .

A
66 :: Woodlawn............................... 12.47 “

d 74 4 4 i M arsh all (Dinner) .  J 1.15 “  
1.35 “

0 79 t  c Abney’s..................................... 1.52 “
CO 88 4 4 Hallville................................... 2.15 “

93 4 4 Mason Springs........................ 2.32 “
98 International Junct’n 2.55 “

Gg 99 Longview................................. 2.58 “
fe 101 Willow Springs....................... 3.08 “

110 Gladewater............................. 3.37 “
•H 117 4 4 Neal’ s............. .......................... 4.00 “
eg 120 4 4 Big Sandy................................. 4.10 “

Qd 126 4 4 Hawkins................................... 4.28 “
134 4 4 Lake Fork ............................... 4.53 “
143 4 4 M in n e o la ......................... 5.23 “

150 4 4 Silver Lake.............................. 5.45 “
•f 4
Q 156 4 4 Grand Saline........................... 6.07 “

eg 167 4 4 Edgewood................................ 6.45 “

f t . 174 Will’s Point. (Supper).......... 7.30 “
w 183 4 4 Elmo.......................................... 8.07 “

190 4 4 Terrell...................................... 8.32 “
“ 0 194 4 4 Lawrence................................. 8.47 “

0 0 201 4 4 Forney...................................... 9.20 “

eg 209 4 4 Mesquite............................................................ 9.45 “

M 220 4 4 T exas C ent’l C ross’s- 10.23 “

© 221 4 4 B a lia s ............................................................. 10.30 “

H 228 4 4 Eagle Ford ...................................................... 10.50 “
234 4 4 Grand Prairie......................... 11.12 “

eg 240 4 4 Arlington ........................................... .............. 11.32 “

s 247 4 4 Handlev ............................................................. 11.52 “
K 253 Arrive Fort W o r th .................... 12.10 a. m.

c d Leave. Intern ational Jnnct. • 3.10 p. m.
Arrive.

4 4
8 s5 “•B Z

4 4 7 30 “
•5 3 4 4 11 59 “
—j 4 4
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IN EFFECT JUNE 1st, 1878.

Through Time Card
V i a ,  S T .  I j O T J I S .

Leave,

Miles. Leave.
5 4 <

17 C i
22 i  i
34 i  i

44 t c

52 “

61 6 i

68 i  i

74 < i

81 i i

91 i t

100 4 i

112 4 4

122 4 4

128 4 4

139 4k 

4 4

146 4 4

154 Arrive.

C hicago .......(via 111. Cent.)
“   (via C. & A.)

C in cin n a ti-.(via 0 . & M.)
“   (v ial. C. & L.)

Louisville- • • (via 0 . & M.)
“  ........ (via J. M. & I.)

St. L o u i s  (v ia S tL IM & S )
Via Louisville & Memphis.

C incinnati (via "Short Line.” )
“   (via 0 . & M.)

L ou isville  (via L. & G . S.) 
M em phis., (via M. & L. E.) 
L ittle  K och (viaStLIM&S)

Via Chattanooga & Little RocK.
B risto l..(via E. T. Y. & G.) 
K n oxville ( “  “  “  )
Chattanooga (viaM. &C.)

“  (v ia N .C .& S t.L .)  
M em phis..(via M. & L. K.) 
Colum biisK yCviaStLIM iS) 
P oplar B lu ff ( “  “
L ittle  Koch ( “  “

T e x a rh a n a ......................
T e x a rh a n a  Junction.
Whaleys...................................
New Boston............................
DeKalb.....................................
Douglas...................... .............
Annona.....................................
Clarksville...............................
Bagwell’s..................................
Bennett’s ..................................
Blossom P ra ir ie ...................
Paris..........................................
Brookston.................................
Honey Grove..........................
Dodd’s.......................................
Bonham....................................
Savoy.........................................
Bellplain...................................
Choctaw...................................
S h e r m a n ..........................

10.00 p .m.
9.00 u

6.50 l i

7.00 u

7.00 <(
7.15 «

10.00 a m.

8.10 p •m.
6.45 «

12.30 a. m.
5.30p. m.
2.25 a. m.

7.22p. m.
12.22 a. m.
5.10 a. m.
9.30p. m.
5.30 ‘
5.30 a. m.
6.05p. m.
2.25 a. m.

.05 a. in.

.20 “  

.60 “
03 “  

.35 “  
.00 “  

,23 “
45 “
05 p.m. 
20 “

37 “
05 “
30 “
10 “

S8 “
00 “

32 “
40 “
55 “
20 “



GO WEST YOUNG M AN

ftXASi>PACIF/c: W — R A I L W A Y —  ~ A

T H E

G a b b s i  B i a h  o f  A x i b i c a .

IN 1887 ITS POPULATION WILL EXCEED FOUR MILLIONS.

/(Tv here is no State in the Federal Union that has a brighter 
'2 '  future than Texas. In extent of territory and variety 

of soil she surpasses every other State. Her products will 
supply every want of man. Her mineral resources are un­
surpassed by any other State, and only await the devel­
opment of the capitalist and the miner to yield untold 
millions. The energy of her citizens in public improve­
ments is in keeping with the spirit of the age, which is 
demonstrated by the wonderful advancement in manufac­
tures and all public enterprises in the last few years. Im­
migration is supplying inhabitants at the rate of 200,000 
annually, and when the census of 1880 is taken, the 
country will be astonished at its rapid development and 
growth. Not only are the people of the South looking to 
Texas as the great farming State of the Union, but the 
citizens of the Northern and Western States are seeking 
homes in a climate where the excessive hardships of the 
terrible winters of the North-west will be avoided, and to­
day every State in the Union is represented among its pros­
perous inhabitants. The public debt of the State scarcely 
amounts to $3,000,000, whilst there are 45,000,000 acres 
of land set apart for the benefit of Common Schools. The 
cotton crop alone sells for $40,000,000 per annum, while 
the crops of wheat and corn exceed the demand, and large 
amounts are shipped to foreign markets annually. Land 
as productive as any on the footstool can be had for a 
mere song. The area of the State embraces 275,365 square



TAKE YOUR FAMILY WITH YOU
O V E R  T H I S

THROUGH L 1 HÍ

miles, or 170,596,560 acres. It is 1,000 miles from its 
Northern to its Southern boundary, and about the same 
from East to West- While it has a greater area of fertile 
prairie than any other State, its timber is inexhaustible. 
Mills and machinery of the most approved make have 
been erected, and this great element of wealth is being 
rapidly developed. The facilities for stock-raising are 
greater than any other territory on the globe. It is already 
the greatest cattle-producing State in the Union. The 
revenue derived from this branch of industry alone is 
fabulous, but it is her railroads which mark the energy 
and spirit of her people. The greatest enterprise of the 
State, perhaps of the Nation, is the TEXAS & PACIFIC 
R A IL W A Y , which, when completed, will connect the At­
lantic and Pacific Oceans by the shortest possible line, 
and traverse a country capable of containing millions of 
inhabitants. The completion of this great enterprise will 
in reality unite the States of the Pacific Slope with the 
Mississippi Valley. There will be no necessity for snow- 
sheds and snow-plows. It passes through a territory in 
New Mexico which may be called the France of America. 
In Arizona it courses a New Eldorado.

The lands through which the TEXAS & PACIFIC R A IL ­
W A Y  passes are unsurpassed by any on the continent for 
climate, soil and resources of minerals and precious met­
als, timber and water power. They are part of the famous 
grazing lands of Texas, which State will always maintain 
its pre-eminence for stock-raising. They include alluvial 
lands, bordering innumerable water-courses, unsurpassed 
for the production of COTTON, CORN, W H EAT and TO­
BACCO. They share the fertile and almost illimitable ba­
sins of farm and grazing lands in the wide stretch between 
the Rio Grande and Gila Rivers, and their value is en­
hanced by the newly appreciated mineral wealth of the 
Southern portions of N EW  MEXICO and ARIZONA. They 
extend even into the delightful vine-growing domains 
of Southern California. The North-eastern portion of Texas 
abounds with timber of the most valuable quality. The 
prevailing trees are pine, post oak and cypress, while red 
and black oak, hackberry, slippery and red elm, black and 
sweet gum, magnolia and sugar maple, beech and other 
deciduous trees are common to to is whole region. South of 
the line of the TEXAS &  PACIFIC R A IL W A Y  are found 
immense forests of long-leaved pitch-pine, similar to the 
pines of the Carolinas and Florida, valuable for turpen­
tine and lumber. These great forests, placed on the bor­
der of the limitless prairie region, cannot fail to prove of 
great advantage to the inhabitants of that section, and 
afford great opportunity for practical operation and spec­
ulative investment. In the prairie region the numerous 
streams are fringed with pecan, bois d’arc, hackberry,





GROW UP WITH THE COUNTRYI
M B w  ON T H E  L I N E  OF T H E

TEXAS ¿PACIFIC
bered lands and the low-lying1 flat prairies of the coast, 
and seek a higher region with a broken or undulating sur­
face, and sweeter and more nutritious herbage; you will 
endeavor to find a location where experience proves horse- 
stock is healthy and thrifty, where the water and grass 
suit the animal, and noxious insects and poisonous plants 
are rare or do not exist. I f the breeding of horned cattle 
be your object, you can hardly go amiss. Out of the piney 
woods cattle do well in all parts of the State, from the 
salt flats on the coast to the mountains, and from the Rio 
Grande to the cane bottoms of the Red River. You have 
only to look for convenience of water and for a range not 
already overcrowded.

That portion of Texas known as the Pan-Handle, now 
sub-divided into counties, has heretofore been so thor­
oughly isolated as to attract but little attention; hence 
it is but little known, except to land-locaters and hunters. 
To give a detailed description of the Pan-Handle of Texas, 
as seen by an explorer, would occupy too much space; 
hence we will give only a general view of the whole. Com­
mencing with the initial monument on the north bank of 
the Prairie Dog Fork of Red River, we journey W est and 
along its valley. Through Childress and Hall Counties 
we find the country presenting the same general feature 
— slightly rolling sandy prairie, extending back from the 
main valley, and its tributaries along the valley (which 
vary from one-fourth of a mile to one and a half miles in 
length). The soil is generally a rich sedimentary deposit, 
while the abrupt hills that bound them are either sandy 
or red clay, with extensive gypsum deposit; the waters 
of the various branches tributary are generally fresh and 
of good quality, while those of Prairie Dog Fork are brack­
ish. The principal tributaries to Red River, lying north 
of the stream last mentioned, are North Elm and Salt 
Forks of Red River, with Mulberry and McClelan creeks 
the principal branches. The country drained by these 
presents the same general features; a narrow belt of tim­
ber, consisting of cottonwood and hackberry, fringes nearly 
all the streams, and is the principal timber of the region. 
The soil of the uplands varies from sandy to black loam, 
the former being in the preponderance. Numerous springs 
are found in the hills bordering all principal streams, af­
fording an ample and never-failing supply of pure water.

The prevailing grasses are the curly mesquit, buffalo 
and gramma, which grow luxuriantly and afford excellent 
pasturage. Passing beyond the Western border of Hall 
County, we enter the great Canon of Polo Doro, the gran­
deur of which has been pictured by all explorers. It is a 
vast chasm, with vertical walls of earth hundreds of feet 
in height, inaccessible except at a few points. Through 
tie level, narrow valley, that lies at the bottom, flow the



limpid waters of Prairie Dog Fork. This Canon extends 
through Brisco and Swisher Counties into Randall, a dis- 
tanc of about sixty miles, where it terminates in a num­
ber of small streams, forming the head of the river. The 
uplands extending back from the Canon are usually broken 
and sandy, and the soil is impregnated with salt and 
gypsum.

The Counties of Randall, Potter and Carson comprise a 
level or gently rolling plateau of exceeding richness; the 
soil is a deep black sandy loam, watered by springs, ponds 
and lakes, which are interspersed in every direction. Tehre 
is probably no portion of Texas susceptible of higher cul­
tivation, or would yield a richer harvest for the labor be­
stowed. Crossing this plateau to the head of Ayson Bon- 
eta or Beautiful View Creek, we enter the drainage of the 
South or Main Canadian River; by a gentle descent over 
fertile lands and luxuriant pasturage, we pass down to 
the valley of the river, broad and fertile, and in its centre 
flow the never-failing waters of that picturesque stream. 
Bordering the valley on every hand, castellated embattle- 
ments of earth, of every conceivable shape and form, mark 
the limits of the valley ; and the table-lands, which form 
their summits, extend far back, as far as the eye can reach, 
like a vast sea, gently undulating, crested with verdant 
green mesquit and buffalo grass—a range unequalled in 
the West, and excelled nowhere. Passing down the val­
ley we see in their turn Bucket, Hendrick, White Deer, 
Big Blue, Clear, Timber and Kit Carson Creeks, all tribu­
taries of the Canadian. These beautiful solitudes have 
been the battle-ground of the Pan-Handle, but now you 
can see peacefully grazing in these valleys, once so dan­
gerous to red and white, thousands of sheep and cattle; 
just below this point, at the western limit of the sand­
hills, is the favored crossing of the buffalo, hundreds of 
thousands of which annually cross. The sand-hills extend­
ing from Timber to Spring Creek, on the south bank of the 
Canadian, are about six miles in depth and thirty in length; 
they are entirely destitute of any kind of vegetation and 
glisten in the sun-light like mountains of snow. The 
valley at their foot, however, is fertile, and they are 
hounded on the south by the fertile valley heretofore re­
ferred to. Red Deer Creek, one of the largest creeks flow­
ing into the Canadian from the south, passes within two 
miles of the head of the Wichita River of Kansas, which 
heads in Hemphill County. Fort Elliott, on the South 
Water, is in Wheeler County, about fourteen miles south 
of the head of the Wichita. This is beautifully situated 
in an elevated plateau overlooking the valley and the 
town of Sweet Water, three miles below. In this vicinity 
is a thriving settlement, and the country is being rapidly 
occupied by sturdy pioneers.



LAWS O F T E X A S
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FROM THE

CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF TEXAS,
RELATING TO THE HOMESTEADS OF FAMILIES.

ARTICLE X VI.—GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Se c . 50. The homestead of a family shall be, and is hereby protect­

ed from forced sale, for the payment of all debts, except for the pur­
chase money thereof, or a part of such purchase money, the taxes 
due thereon, or for work and material used in constructing improve­
ments thereon; and in this last case, only when the work and mate­
rial are contracted for in writing, with the consent of the wife, given 
in the same manner as is required in making a sale and conveyance 
of the homestead; nor shall the owner, if a married man, sell the 
homestead without the consent of the wife, given in such manner as 
may be prescribed by law. No mortgage, trust deed, or other lien 
shall ever be valid, except for the purchase money therefor, or im­
provements made thereon, as hereinbefore provided, whether such 
mortgage or trust deed or other lien shall have been created by the 
husband alone, or together with his w ife; and all pretended sales of 
the homestead involving any condition of defeasance shall be void.

Se c . 51. The homestead, not in a town or city, shall consist of.not 
more than 200 acres of land, which may be in one or more parcels, 
with the improvements thereon. The homestead in a city, town or 
village, shall consist of lot or lots, not to exceed in value five thou­
sand dollars at the time of their designation as the homestead, with­
out reference to the value of any improvements thereon. Provided, 
that the same shall be used for the purposes of a home, or as a place 
to exercise the calling or business of the head of a family. Pro­
vided, also, that any temporary renting of the homestead shall not 
change the character of the same, when no other homestead has been 
acquired.

Se c . 52. On the death of the husband or wife, or both, the home­
stead shall descend and vest in like manner as other real property of 
the deceased, and shall be governed by the same laws of descent and 
distribution. But it shall not be partitioned among the heirs of the 
deceased during the lifetime of the surviving husband or wife, or so 
long as the survivor may elect to use or occupy the same as a home 
stead, or so long as the guardian of the minor children of the de­
ceased may be permitted, under the order of the proper court hav­
ing jurisdiction, to use and occupy the same.

The law defining the homestead and other property exempt from 
taxation, in accordance with the above provisions, is as follows:

A r t . 6834. There shall also be reserved to every family in this 
State, free and exempt from forced sale for debts, the following

groperty: All household and kitchen furniture, all implements of 
usbandry; all tools and apparatus belonging to any trade or profes - 
sion; all books belonging to private or public libraries; five milch cows 

and calves, two yoke of work oxen, two horses and one wagon; one 
carriage or buggy; one gun, twenty hogs, twenty head of sheep; all 
provisions and forage on hand for home consumption; all saddles, 
bridles and harness necessary for the use of the family; and to every 
citizen not a head of a family, one horse, bridle and saddle; all wear­
ing apparel; all tools, apparatus, and books belonging to liis private 
library.



NORTHERN TEXAS!
Its Soil, Climate, Products and Resources.

-------------- • • • *— -—

S H A T  portion of the great State ot T e x a s  gene­
rally spoken o f  as “ Northern Texas” comprises 
the large parallelogram extending from Red River 
south through five tiers of counties, about 150 
miles, and from the Louisiana line to the R io 

•5 Grande River, about 500 miles, em bracing an area 
of about 68,000 square miles— larger than the State o f  
Illinois. W e desire to give here (in  a condensed form ) a 
few general facts in relation to the climate, soil, products, 
present condition and future possibilities o f  this rich and 
beautiful, though undeveloped country. In this brief 
sketch it w ill not be our purpose to give satistical facts 
in detail, but rather such points as will be o f  interest, not 
only to the emigrant, but to all w ho may have com m er­
cial relations with Texas—to merchants, manufacturers, 
mechanics and farmers.



The region alluded to, embraced within the 32d and 
34th parallels o f latitude, and the 17th and 26th meridians 
o f west longitude from W ashington, contains, w holly or 
in part, eighty counties, most of which are thirty miles 
square, and each of which has four times the productive 
capacity of Rhode Island. The climate is delightful, be. 
ing healthy and conducive to long life; equally removed 
from the rigors of a Northern winter and the enervating 
heat of the extreme South.

The surface, lor about 100 miles west o f tne Louisiana 
line, is moderately undulating, and covered for the most 
part with a fine growth of timber, excellent pine for 
building purposes, and a variety of the best kinds of hard 
wood for the manufacture of furniture, farm machinery, 
&c. A  large number of mills in this section are busily at 
work transforming the timber into lumber, to supply the 
ever-increasing demand in the prairie region further west. 
Much of the soil in the timber land is good, though light 
and second-rate when compared with the deep dark loam 
of the prairies. The prairie land commences on the T e x a s  
& P a c if ic  R a i l w a y , near W ill’s Point, 100 miles west of 
Marshall, and continues on to New Mexico, with intervals 
o f forest and wide open plains or prairies, the latter being 
exceedingly fertile for 200 miles or more, and all the way 
susceptible o f being turned into excellent stock farms. 
The richest portion for agricultural purposes extends 150 
to 200 miles west from the C ity  o f D allas, and from the 
Red River south, to the limits of the region embraced in 
this description.



About one-half o f this great parallelogram, extending 
west from the Louisiana boundary, is adapted to the pro­
duction of almost every farm product of the great South­
west, including not only the cereals, fruits and vegetables, 
but cotton and tobacco. Cotton may be considered the 
staple product and thousands o f bales are annually shipped 
from the various railroad centres. The western counties 
o f the district under consideration are admirably adapted 
to stock-raising, and thousands of “ broad-horns” are an­
nually sent to the Eastern markets from this region.

This country is well watered. The central portion, ex­
tending east and west, forms the divide between the waters 
of the Red River and the G ulf oi Mexico. Numerous 
short streams and rivers flow north into the river named, 
while the Sabine, Trinity, Brazos and Colorado have their 
headwaters in the southern or eastern counties of the 
district. Besides these rivers and their numerous tribu­
taries, whose waters are mostly supplied by the annual 
rains, many portions of the region named are supplied 
with abundance of living springs, and everywhere water 
is obtained by boring or digging from twenty to fifty feet. 
Considering all the characteristics of this remarkable 
region, it may be regarded as the “ Em igrant’s Paradise.” 
It is not strange that the dwellers in the frozen regions of 
the Northwest, and the grasshopper-plagued people of 
the extreme West, should flock to this sunny clime, where 
winter is almost unknown, and the earth returns bounti­
ful harvests to all who have industry to cultivate a most



prolific soil. In fact it is doubtful it a sim ilar area could 
be fovnd on the continent, offering so many and such varied 
attractions to those seeking pleasant homes.

1» addition to the inducements offered by a fruitful soil 
ano genial climate, many of the counties in this district 
art exceedingly rich in the useful minerals. It invites 
not only the farmer and mechanic, but capitalists and 
manufacturers in every line of business. It is a region 
adapted not only to support a large population, but to 
give such variety of employment as to make its people 
thoroughly self-reliant, self-sustaining, prosperous and 
independent in the best sense of the word.

In the past, Texas has had a traditional reputation for 
bullies, blackguards and bowie-knives. Her present con­
dition gives the lie to all such slanders, and places her 
social system in a most enviable position. It is doubtful 
if  a more orderly and moral community can be found in 
Am erica than that which occupies the territory under 
consideration. V illages, towns and cities are the nuclei 
around which cluster the elements of a higher civilization, 
where newspapers, schools, churches, lyceums, libraries 
and other agencies are all the time at work, diffusing in­
telligence, and elevating the standard of the social, moral 
and religious system.

In the settled portions of Northern Texas are more than 
a hundred thriving towns and well-grown cities, where 
good school-houses and neat churches are the first objects 
to attract the attention of the traveler. The pleasant and 
prosperous town of Weatherford, in Parker county, would 
be called the western frontier city o f Northern Texas,



while it is in the geographical centre of the parallelogram 
above described, and is already the centre of a fine busi­
ness, extending over a large district of country. About 
30 miles east of this thriving frontier city you come to 
Fort W orth, the present terminus o f the T e x a s  &  P a c if ic  
R a i l w a y , which has grown from a small town to a pros­
perous city in a single summer, and is so justly styled the 
“ Queen of the Prairie.” T hirty miles east of Fort Worth 
we come to the city of Dallas, the growth of which has 
excited the wonder o f the whole country. In 1873 its 
population numbered but 2,300, while now (December 
1876) it has a population o f 20,000, and is destined to 
become a large commercial and manufacturing, as well as 
railroad centre. Then there are the important towns and 
cities of S h e r m a n , B o n h a m , H o n e y  G r o v e , Pa r i s , 
C l a r k s v il l e , Je f f e r s o n , M a r s h a l l , L o n g v ie w , M i n - 
n e o l a  and T e r r e l l , situated on the line of the T e x a s  & 
P a c if ic  R a i l w a y , and all flourishing and prosperous 
towns. T hey are alluded to here to indicate that N o r t h ­
e r n  T e x a s  is filled with the elements and agencies of 
progress and prosperity. In^he rapid settlement o f a new 
country immigrants generally consume all surplus pro­
ductions. Not so in “ Northern T exas.” Nature is so 
bountiful in her gifts that, with a sparse population and 
very imperfect husbandry, annual millions o f surplus 
product— cotton, wheat and cattle— have to be exported 
from this region to the markets of the world. Large 
channels o f trade are open to St. Louis, via the S t . 
L o u i s , I r o n  M o u n t a in  &  S o u t h e r n  R a i l w a y ; to Mem­
phis and the South-east, via the M e m p h is  &  L i t t l e  R o c k



R a i l w a y ; to New Orleans, via Shreveport and Red river, 
and to Galveston on the Gulf.

Northern Texas is reached in almost an air-line from 
St. Louis by the S t . L o u is , I r o n  M o u n t a in  &  S o u t h e r n  
R a i l w a y , which connects at Texarkana with the T e x a s  
& P a c if ic  R a i l w a y , the two divisions ot which line 
penetrate the great agricultural districts. From the 
Southeastern States this region is reached via the M e m ­
p h is  &  L i t t l e  R o c k  R a i l w a y , which connects with the 
“ I r o n  M o u n t a in  R o u t e ” at Little Rock, thence to T ex­
arkana, connecting with the T e x a s  &  P a c if ic  R a i l w a y .

The T e x a s  & P a c if ic  R a i l w a y , including its T r a n s ­
c o n t i n e n t a l  D i v is io n , traverses the country above de­
scribed, from east to west, with nearly 500 miles o f track, 
and yet its different lines o f railroad are scarcely adequate 
to the task o f transporting to market the surplus products 
of this rich country, and supplying in return the goods 
and merchandise needed by its half million of people.

Northern Texas will be, for years to come, the most 
inviting field in which emigrants from the older States 
and the Old World w ill seek pleasant homes. Her pro­
ducts will supply every want of man. The climate is 
equal, if not superior, to that of France or Italy and bear­
ing great similarity. Her mineral resources equal those of 
Pennsylvania. The energy of her citizens in public im­
provements is in keeping with the spirit of the age. In 
the near future this almost limitless scope of country will 
be teeming with millions of human beings, developing its 
wondrous resources, and rendering it one o f the most 
heaven-favored portions of the habitable globe.


