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My Dear George,--

Mrs, Green and I arrived home Sunday evening about
eight o%'elock, We came on the suburban train by Ft., Werth, I awoke
yesterday morning with guite a eold, and the indications are that I am
gbout to take the hay fever, as usual. Mamma took Miss Green to the
sanitarium and saw Dr, Thruston, and ke told her that Dr, Pace was the
best doctor to operate on her, Dr, Pace examined her, and says he will
not have to use the knife on her. Her trouble ;s displacement of the
wound, He will probably operate on her to=morrow. Had a nice trip,
and everything came out all right,'as well as we could wish for, You and
Bob worked very hard, as well as all of the beys, and I think everything
was earried on very systematically. Though we sold our steers low, no
doubt it was the best we could do, and it makes us quite a reputation,
which is about all that is in the herd. Humphrey seemed very well
pleased, I saw lr, Morris on the train, and héd guite a talk with him
about the Horn ranch, He says it is 2ll right, but that the water holes
need to be fenced up, and they need more wells, I think I will write to
the First National Bank of Trinidad, Colorado, and see what they will
take for it, as it is their ckaim, I want you to get this letter while
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. .eb is there, so that you and he can give me the marks and brands of the

cattle as aceurstely as you cen, in order that I mey make out a bill of
sale for My, Mumphrey; thet is I want to know how memy cattle in the S
brand and how many im Jack Alley's, amnd I believe ome of John's, Jack
diad not tell me how memy he had, and I left it all te his honor, T have
engaged my berth on the stesmer Denver, which leaves Galveston on the
20th, I wish I was resdy to go mow. Dick failed to get off to Hurope,
and says he will be at home between the 16th amnd 22nd, His child got
siek, I do not suppose you will get off to the mountains before you get
this letter, Hope you will have a mice trip, ir. Wright says that
Harry Hamilton is rumming a terrible expense account on the farm. The
expense for April was $750,00, which will bresk you, if it is kept up.
I am afraid Herry is getting pretty fast in giving out his checks, Better
look it up when you can. §750,00 is toc much for one month, Of course,
I have to leave the matter with yeu qnei Bob now to run the ranches.
You will have to watch the expemses closely. You can not run as heavy
expenses on §17,00 steers, as you could om $22,50 or $24,50, though I dﬁ
not ask you to safe the nickel and lose the dollar, You can exercise
your own judgment, end do some figuring as you go along, I do not
believe I have anything more to say to you, but want you to write to me
when you can, as I want to Xnow hoe you are getting alemg up to the 26th
or 26th of this month, With kind regards to Bob and his family, Deeter
and Minnie, as well as you aad yours, I am
Your devoted father,
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The First N afionas g& sk
o
Trivaval, olorado.

M.D. THATCHE R .PresiDENT. F.G.BLOOM Vice Pres. H.J.ALEXANDER,Vice PREs.
J.C.HUDELSON,CASHIER. ELI JEFFRYES,AssT.CASHIER.

Jdune 16, 04,
C. C. Slaughter, Esq.,

Dalias, Tex.,
Dear Siri-

We have vour letter of June l4th, referring to the pronerty

few vears of Mr, Horn's life he did his business in his wife'!s name and
the ranch property and the cattle are in the nane of Mrs., Horn, so that
the title thereto is clear with the exception of the mortgage, which
is held by us. We have a mortgage on Mrs. Horn's home ranch consisting
of 480 acres of well watered land and she has a lease on 40,000 acres
of territorial land for five years,%ﬁwe location of which has been
made and the ranch is a very desirable piece of property, and then she
has 500 head of well graded stock cattle,

| Our mortgage is due this fall, We do not think that lrs, Horn
canlnanagé the ranch successfully and we would like to see our money out
of this 1and.

Our Mr, Bloom, the vice president of the bank, has just

returned from there and he reports thaﬁ they have had good rains, and
it is a splendid ranch, and Mrs. Horn is very anxious to sell and get
out of debt, and I think it would pay vou to go up #and look at the
property. She is now at the ranch and can m&ake vou a price on the same,

I think the cattle can be sold separately if you do not desire them,

Yours truly,
597ﬂﬂ;gJ% PWeo Mern's /£¢4cg ¢ashier,

Ao absct /1aoa_/Qv;amwa<
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MJ/%J June 18th, 1904,

Dear George,=-

Since I came home, I have been trying to leok over my
bank account for the Slaughter Building, and ete., and find that the
Slaughtsr Building account is very unsatisfactory, and I am afraid that
the manager has handeled some money, however, I camnot say yet, I dia
not sleep night before last all night, last night slept after twelve
o'clock, I wrote you a letter the other day, asking that you and Rob
make out a list of the brands of the ecattle we sold to Humphrey, so that
I could maeke him a bill of sale. I endl ose you a letter from the
cashier of the Pirst National Bank of Trinidad, in regard to lrs.Horn's
land, There is not much in it, I wrote and asked them to tell me what
their mortgage was, and what they would take for it, so you can write
them if you want, Will try to get off the last of mext week, Will not be
back for some time, Dick is still away. Wish he was at home, He will
have some explanations to make, I think, This leaves all well. With
love to all,

Your father,
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Dear George,=

I enclose you inspector Connell's reports Nos, 8 and
9, which show that we have five steers at Hereford in-a stray pasture at
fifty cents per head per month, Two of these steers were taken up by
one party, and three by another at Herérbrd. I do not know what to do
with the reports, only to send them to you, Fifty eents per head would
eat us wp., I would raise a r& with those parties, if there is any way
to do it, Dick Beall is allowed te go to our place and dip, and I would
surely charge him up pretty heavy on these steers. D¢ not know the other .
party, but suppose he went through the pasture. Now it will not do to
let these steers stay there at fifty cents per head. The grass is not
good. I leave you teo manage them, I am trying te arrange my matters
to get off soon, I sent Ir. Graham $588,60 on 4309 cattle. I had to
guess off a number of cattle that we sold, I made it out about 3109
S steers two years 0ld, and 1200 8 on the thigh., Did net get the number
of Jack Alleys, nor the exact number of Bob's. We were a little careless
in figuring them up, I asked Jack to write to me and tell me how many,
and left it to his honor, but so far, I have not heard. I stated about
twenty in the bill of sale, We have to guess at this the best we can, as
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it was so much trouble to count thi- all, We had 1210 C,C,8. company
steers, and I sw« about 13. went in,

Pick has just returned home, and we are having & settlement on his
administration, which I feel I am forced to bring to a citu. Hereafter
when you wamt to know anything about the office, you had better address
your letters direct to me, and Wright will attend to it, I trust you
had a nice time on your trip to the mountains, Ilidnnie wreote to us, I
would like for you to write me ". you return, and address me at
Chautuaqua Lake, New York, I will leave h&o about Baturday night,
leave Calveston about the 20th, and I suppose will be in Lake @;iutuquu
ahout the 8th or 10th, I hope you will have some rain on your ranch,
and that your cattle will do well, amd come out all right, When you
ascertain how meny cattle your lest up there, I would be glad if you would
let me know, I am getting a:-.oag'ﬂrst rate, I mnz. I have lost but
one night's sleeps think there is a mm‘m it oﬁfhor than insomnia.

T am going to take this trip, and see if I can recuperate, With much
leve, T am, |
Your father,
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Upon my return home from Running Water, I gave my business

?

Dear CGeorge,==-

a thorough investigatlon here at the office, amd frém the information
furnished me on some of the vouchers drawn by you, it‘is impossible for
me to tell vhat the dfafts are drawn for, and in or&er for my business

tc be kept in a strajight way, se that it ean be expiéined from the bhoocks,
vouchers and papers here at the office, I want you,in the future, to
furnish me with a list of the names of the men who ;re empleoyed regularly
on the ranch, the amount you pay each, vhen each one's salary is due, and
in the event that you hire any additional help, I w;nt you to notify me
immediately of that fact, stating the smount per day you are to pay him,
and give me the names ¢f the persons. In addition to this, I want the
checks that you pay for supplies of any character on the ranch, to bhe
accompanied hy an itemized statement attached to thes draft. I do net want
to have to c#ll on you again to observe these regulations. This is done
fer the purﬁose of enabling me to see what the drafts are drawn for, and
that the items mentioned in the account, have gone to the benefit ef the
ranch, I also want to know about how much money you have collected and

used out there that belongs to me, what you got it for, what kind eof
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property you sold to get the money, Also send me a lbst of the notes
and accounts you have against any party in my faver, or that belong to
me, Now, if there is anything about this letter that you do not under-
stand, write to me at once, and I will explain fully everything that is
required of you in the above,

Your father,

éVfﬁﬁj @%7 ﬂ%éwoe
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Dear George,-=
I wrote you a letter yesterday asking you to notify this

office the number of men and their names, who are employed on your ranch
and also on the farm, and what they are doingy in order that we may keep
up with your business. All your drafts for merchandise must have the
bills attached. This may be a little truouble, but it is the only way to
do. We cannot keep up with it any ether way. I have had a hard time
since I came home trying to get matters straightened; and after long and
tedious work have come to the conclusion that I am going to have this
office run,and have it run right,or not at all, I find that I had some
leakage that was unknown to me., Dick's administration for the last year
is found short $5096.00, for which he has given his note, and he made a
free and frenk acknowledgment. The office will be run now on a differenﬁ
principal, He will have nothing whatever to do with the money, It seems
he cénnot touch it without using it. He is employed here at $100;00 per
month keeping the books, provided he gets them up. He is to work five
hours a day. Be at the office not later than nine O'clock, work until
twelve, be away until one, and work until three, The stenographer is to
note that he puts in that much time., He is to work under the directions
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of our Attorney,ur, s'.d.vugm. and if he can get the books straightened
up in full of every detail by t he time I return home, I am to pay him
$100,00 per month. He canmot live with anything less, He has to change
his way of living. I have arranged with Wright, and am settling with
him in full, and he is to reeeive §126,00 per month for attending to law
business entirely, and I allow him his room, snd the stemographer when
I do not use her, He is to look after the busimess of this office, and of
the Lone Star Land & Cattle Ceompany, and also the ranch business.
The money received on this building and llhln, ie to be collected by
JJ.P.Viley, our janitor, and turned over to our stenographer, who- takes it
immediately to the bank and deposits it, showing every check or any
money that is given for any room te the Slaughter Buildimg., C.C. acts as
auditor of her accounts, He cheoks her up, and secs that she has de-
posited the money, We have the utmost mﬂﬁnu in her integrity, and
the money that comes into her hands will be attended to as directed.
Then C.C. has nothing to do but to awdit the aceounts, look over all the
bills and sudit them, Mr, Wright will pay sxpense Bills witn cheeks, and
the agcounts are to be pinned to every check, and must be 6.8'a by the
proper person, So by deing this, the books here will show all the money
that has ‘buurdeponit.a, and the checks will all have the bills attached,
and show what they were paid out for, If we have hhe men's names, when
they were mloyod. and the amount they receive, attached to the checks,
we can I«t at the bills and see what we are paying mu out fer, and the
books can be kept up, otherwise, they cannot, You can see we want the
men's names, in order to know who ig in our employe and what he receives,
80 as to look at the draft and kmow it is all right. Yow this is =
little trouble, but it is the only way in which I ¢ . see I can come out,
I believe Harry Hamilton has too much authority,and I think he is writing
out too meny cheeks without looking over the amounts carefully, and I
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believe you will have to let him go, He must not send in drafts here
without a bill attached, it must be attached, or we will certainly turn

it down, This will cost us money vwhen it is done, and make quite a
break. We will have to pay protest fees, but I have determined, as I said
before, to run my business on a business prineipal. So vhen you receive
this letter, go to Boyd, get the name of every man that is employed by
him, and what he is employed to do, emd semd the list to this office, and
make Harry Hamilton do the same thing, Diek is to get the books all up,
the details of everything, so that when I return, he can show whére our
money goes and where it comes from, He has either got teo do this, or

. quit the office. He is to attend to the books, and the young lady here
will also keep a memorandum, so t hat I can check up from her, I am
determined to have checks on every person connected with me or under my
employe, so that I can check up without having te rum all over the country
and take into correspondence everyone comnected with me. The office must
be explanatory of my bu:imni, 80 that I will not have to ask others, but
see my books, S50 you can see the importance of having the data from you,
Hamilton, Boyd, and Jack Alley, from the west, in order te know vhat we
a.re- doing here, Wow this is going to be a 1little work for you, and a
little trouble, but it will make your hoil speak out, You had better
xeep a copy of the 1ist that you send to the office of all the men who are
drawing money, and what they are drawing it for, not that I have found
anything particular in your accounts m I do not believe you are
triing to make them wrong, but you do not meke them out full enouch. Yoﬁ
do not write emough on your drafts, you do not toke the time, that is

vhat is the matter with my beys, they think well it is my father, and he
can figure it out seme way, Now I want you to make the list and send it
to the office, so that when you come down here we can tell you what you
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have done, and then you can' see whether 1t is right or ot ., There has
been in our business too great a fear of one of our people tslling on the
other for fear that thsy would get mad, and the consequence is that I am
working for wou all, and it appears that all of you, or sgome ¢f you are
pulling trying 7o keep me from doing anything for. you,

Now I hope an( .rust that you will attend te thié, andé do the very
best you nan; and if you do not get it straight, we will straighten matters
at the office. I hope we will not haye #o hear from 1t aﬁain. Is dsg.
simply the 5ﬁrﬂﬁﬁbﬁt we had when we made out our draft systen,

z

sarried out, because you have not been foreced up to it, too

much leniency on nmy par’ has been extended, It is the only way to do

business, and if you were working for any one else, you would have to do

it. and I want to tell you so that if you ever work for any other people

NGl 1 e tutored an ey nd youlr woerk will 'be satlisfaclory.
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i
%//@ September 27th, 1904,

My Dear George,==-

T enclose you inspector, Denson's reportﬂbn a spade
steer, which I presume you shipped to Kansas with out cattle this spring.
I told them to turn the steer over. Also send you a report on a cow,
Told them I supposed the cow was ours. Please let me know what you know
about tﬁem, if anything, I note your purchase of bulls, Mr. Wright
wrote you ebout them yesterday. You made é mi stake of $50.,00, that is
you gave the man $50,00 too much money, which I suppose you can have
corrected, as well as the sale bill. Suppo se Harry Groom is all right,
‘but he got inside of you on that. T am satisfied you hardly know vhat
you are doing, on account of the recent troubles that have come up, but
it can ali he satisfactorily arranged, I am working away as quiet as I
know how, trying to arrange matters. Dick has no work yet, that I know
of, but thinks he will get into an insurance office pretty soon. I
think Bob asked him for a statement in full, before he left, and I hardly
think he made it out, I do not know what course he will pursue. You
mist not let this bother you too much. I am sorry it comes to you like

it ddes, and I know from experience how deep it reaches.
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T think now of trying to get off about Monday to meet you at
Amarille, and go over the Carver & Vitherspoon ranch, as well as the
others, I do not think we can do any goed in going, but for your
satisfaction, as well as mine, I feel like we ought to try to make the
tris. I suppose you had better send your ranch buggy to the railroad,
in accordance to our conversation, I will wire you when I leave, so you
can meet me at Amarille, The heot wéa.ther h"puuing me down some, as
well as attending to business, but I guess I will pull through some how.
The trouble with me is whether we a.ro gﬁng to take time or not to look
over the ranch much, Ve can go from the Rock Island Railroad any way
down to Roswell, and see somethin?gfﬁ‘ef the country., If I leave here on
Monday the 3rd and you meet yoﬁ sft Mmarille Tuesday the 4th, I supnose
we could get around to Boyd's about the 10th or the 15th., I have been
thinking matters over, and now agk you if you do not think it a good idea
to have Boyd take in a train or two of cows, say about six to nine hun-
dred, and have them ready te start about the 15th, so that we could see
then, T do not know but what they will bring just as much money as they
would bring laterr-on, and think they may weigh bhetter, I am afraid to
walt until Yovember to get them off, So I think if he could get them
ready to start some vhere from the 12th te the lSth, we could see them.
It is only a sugsestion, however, You might order him to get them up
and be ready t'o start, and start if we do nct get there, It is hard for
me to tell vhen it is the best time to ship. I think they are just é‘oout
as good as they are going to get, Will have to' let some of them eff, and
I leave it with you as to what kind and ete, te ship. I believe it is
time we were beginning to get some on the market, I have a letter from
Bohart, of St. Joe, saying they are selling cattle for more money there

than at Kansas, and wants to try a train. However, we will talk that
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over when I meet you, YNow, if we take this trip, I want us to take

time vhen we get at anything and net rush it teo fast. It is & running
trip, and it is going to be a rushing trip, and sbout all I ean do is to
be with you and talk the matter over, I really want to pay you a visit
any way. Ve need to consult with good common sense and keep our matters
as quiet and cool as possible, and I believe we had better have the
cattle gotten topgether., THowever, if it dees not duit you, do not do it.
Ve can ship in November, but you know 1t‘g§ts pretty cold the later part
of November., Will try the cows coniﬁderahly. Glad you bought.the bulls.
Hate to pay out the money for them, but I believe it is necessary to do
it, and if we did not do it, it wbuld be, in my opinion,aasi;g the

nickia and loosing the dollar, Ve must keep our stock up to the
standard, as well as we can, '

Ve are stil)l bothered at home about a cook:' Carrie got hoﬁe night
before last, and her trip seems to have done her a greéx deal of good.
Broadened her mind considerably. Carrie, myself and the balance of the
family have spent some money this year, but I believe it is money well
spent , I have ordered Bob to put in 2000 to 2500 cows in the pasture,.
The same as you have, but I do not know how many of them we will ship,
or I do not know what they are going to bring. I fear very 1ittle, but
I believe the time is now ripe for us to sell ooﬁn, even if we get a
low ﬁrics, it will make room for cthers that are coming. I have really
no news to tell you that I can think of just now., Another one hundred
and fifty cattle went forward last week to the market, but I suppose you
have the repert, Vas about the same as the others, We have to go slow
with our business, and keep looking after it. Do not want to get into
a tight place, if we can help it, Your cows are mostly young, but I

guess we will have to let some of them go. It is very, very hard for
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me to determine what is best, so I must act ascording te my best

judgment, The young cows will no doubt bring calves in the spring, but

. the trouble is we would have too many of them. I will probably divide

the matter, and will not ship extremely heavy nor extremely light. I
had a talk the other evening with a man by the name of Williams and

he talked as though he was going out to see you. Pretty bfight fellow,
and may possible make a good manager for that ranch, but of course, I

do not know. I tdld him to co out and see you,if he wanted to. Told
him our foreman was making a cood deal of money, was & little extravagant,
but that I never expected to gaf a better man, Now if I do not get off
on Monday night for Amarille, will wire you in time so you will not have
to go there unless I am there, With lots of 1ove‘from all to isdd, I am,

Your father,

P. S.- Do not look for a wire if T do net get off Monday night.

na
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Dear George,==

I have yours of the 29th before me, and note its contents
I think also that Harry CGrooms ought to have the §$1.00 commission ontthe
cattle., It is very little, but Harry is inclined to pull, but you can
not blame him, I do not know whether he can draw a stiff contract or
not, but it seems he only wants $4.00 a head on the two hundred bulls,
and if he can buy the one hundred and fifty and attach the draft, it will
be paid. T think that is all we ought to buy, with those you bought
from him, but you will have to take another bull from him any way.
Contract he drew for you is very sorry, Really tells nothing, Should
have stated in the contract that the bulls were paid for, and he was to
take care of them for a certain time, and then turn them over to you.
Fach and every bull should have had certificate of registration. That
was the talk made te us. I suppose you can get him teo do it, but that is
not the way to do business, Have everything in black and white when you
pay out money, I am afraid Harry is a little off, but I hope I am
wrong. He may get us bawled up pretty bad. He is a good talker, but we
are in for it, and we have to make thelbest of it. I think you should

write Kohrs that you bought other bulls, and can not trade, as I left it
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with you to decide, and you took others at the price offered.

I note vhat you say ahout this man, Williams. As I wrote you beforg
T liked his appearance very well., Do not let him get inte you too
much, until we learn vhat he is doing. Do not want to give him over
$50,00 when he-stérts in, until we know what he is. I think 1t a very
good idea that you héd a talk with Harry, It is very advisable that you
keep on good terms with Harry, as he could do you a great deal of harm,
if he wanted to. I expect he is honest when he says his family push
him, More henpecked men than you might think, Women are mighty fine
things, but they are pretty poor managers gensrally,

I had a letter from Bob, in which he says he sold his yousg mules,
19 yearlings and 8 two year oldl,‘ght $35.00 for the mules. Twenty—three
0ld horses at $25,00, I told him to do this. From my figuring and
experience with the mules that we raised on the ranches, the breaking of
the mules costs too much money.. You must break mules when they are
young, and keép them very quiet until a proper age, for them to be worth
anything, So T thought it best to sell them for the money, and the buy
mules that had been broken, and let some one else pay the expense of
breaking them., A farmer can break a mule without much expenss, but a
cow man can not. 8t ands out-aﬁd holds too many men vhile he is doing it.
It takes a.long time to'get a mule dovm to business, He will send me
$1520,00 on the lst of October for the mules and horsess He has had
fine rains, and‘would not have his ranch in any better condition than it
is. Has about 2000 dry cows in the beef pasture, and 1000 of them ares
good. Wants %0 ship them about the 20th, I teld him not to de it, Says
he has grass for three to five thousand cattle more than he hasy 8o I
ordered him to let the cattle alone until late, as he had so mu&h graés'
to spare. Mas had no fires. Branded thirtyesix hundred calves. NMight
get two or three hundred more., Seems that he has got up with grass, and

«Qu
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his cattle are shorter. I still think of leaving here londay night.
If I do not wire you, meet me Tuesday. Ve will gooto Dalhart and sce
Bill, then on to Carver and Witherspoon's as we talked. Another bunch
of cattle sold, Kansas City. Suppose you have the report. Gusss Bob
can get you a couple odrs of calves. Oﬂ course, it will éost somsthing
to get them up, if you think that is all right, Weather wvery hot.
FEvery one says the hottest weather during the season, but we are getting
along fairly well with it. Have a letter from S, T, Howard. Makes a fine
statement. Wants to trade a 1ittle. Has some stags, bulls and dry cows,
and T will write him that vhen he gets them rady to write me, and I vill
try to approve the sale, Do not want to give him too much rope.

Vith much love %o you and yeurSJfrom, )

- Your father,
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%J/L,ém’ October 25th, 1904,

My Dear George,==

I cot home Sunday morning 12:30., I found John and

ot

1is range in very fair shape. Think he can winter, He has about
fifteen and one-half acres to the head at home, and about the same at
the ¥ ranch, The range he bought on the Canadian was almost & loss, so
dry he had to bring his cattle backe Expects to ship out sgbout one
thousand.

I finally made Jack Alley an offer to sell him the ranch there, the
twenty sections he has in charge., My land thres sections $4,00 per acre,
cows and calves next spring topping what he has there at 26, Ten bull
calves selected out of your herd this fall and twenty bulls three years
0ld selected out of what you ship. About $40,00 around. Fifteen horses

selected out of his fifty and one young mule at $50,00 each, The lease

[=8

on two sections at Moore's Draw for $1000, and etc. and ete. $500,00 in

cash, Wagons and out-fit $20,000.,00 on five years time at 7% interest

annually, Pretty high price, but gave him his house, which is on his own

2
[

land, but cost me ten or twelve hundred, and I think he will take i

Ve have no trade vet,

T found Bobh's ranch in excellent condition. Better

-l-



) -2 ’”)
ssen it for vears, His cattle are in good shape, His cows are favter,
I think, than yours, He has some trouble and will have more with his
settlers, One of them so0ld out on him while he was gone to the World's
Fair, He got his foot into it by selling, Others trying tos On the
whole though, things are in about as good shape as I expected to find
them. Wrass betier. fhey are ralsing eettar there wion: dig6e. NI
scrambling for land., T left the ambulance at Boh's and told him to send
it back up to Jack's about the time ofrthe election, so that your cook
could take it hack, =nd also the old mnies and horses, I think you had
better sell Buck and Toney any way, and Dap and Dell, if you get a good
price, Do not want to drive old Buck any more, Worse play off I ever
saw, Left Toney at Jack's, He is getting in about the same fix.
Recaived your telegram yesterday evening about Groom to Wright and
after looking over the correspondence, found that Vright had failed to
notice your letter being sent to Groom Texas when Groom had written on
the 15th from Missippi saying he wanted a wire to know if his draft would
be paid. Wright thought he would éét‘your lefter as soon as he would
cet the telegram and did not wire him, Miss Josie says he got the wire
written out; but concluded it was not necessary, Now this morning I got
a telegram from Groom that reads as follows:i-- "Yew York, Oct,'24, 04.
C. 0, Slaughter, Dallas, Texas, George's letter forwarded from ranch.
Says you will advance $600 on bulls on receipt of contract, He has copy
and I guarrantee them to be satisfactory or will fefund the MONEY o
Drew on George two weeks ago, Wire toemorrow if this draft will be pald
so € can send my checks to sellers‘before sailing to Scotland Wednesday.
Will return about November 14, Signed H.,T. Groom? My reply to same as
follows:=- "Dallas, Oct, 25, 1904, H,T,Groom, Hotel St, Denis, New York,

Draft on George may be lost., Draw duplicate on me, Will pay eigher
sight, Signed C,C. Slaughter,.® Commenting on this telegram and on his

letter, it sesms to me Harry is crazy, He says in the telegram that

T
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you have copy. I do not know what copy he means, and his guarfantee is
not very heavy., Of course, your letter of instructions to him is full,
that he should pin the contract to the draft, vhich we told him to do all
the time, but I fear he has not done it, You can see plainly that he
does not want to let those fellows = know who he is W!ag those bulls
for., He wants to send in his check, It may turn out all right, and will,
I think, if they do not get another buyer, and I do not much bhelieve they
will, In his letter of the 15th he says he bought one hundred and sixty
at $50.Q0, and it seems now he is pufting up money simpiy as a forfeit,

I would rather he would pay the m@néy as an advance, so we could take the
bulls where we find them, but that would cost a good deal . 8eems that
he throws himself personally bound to us, not the men, Tnis is the way
business is done vhen you get some one else to do it: I hope it will
come out all right, but it is not a wvery strtdght'way of doing business,
Seems he drew on y ou two weeks ago, and as I wired him I thought the
draft filgnt De lost in the flood and he had betfer duplicate 1t, I will
have to pay the first one presented. If your draft comes, send it to me
1mmed1ately,\or pay it there and draw your draft for ity L ihad
telegram from Kansas City yesterday from E.B.Carﬁer, whiech reads;——

30 steers 3¢ average 875 14 tail ends 260,averags 800 four cars cows 230
average 790% Your telegram“St.Joe coms 235 average 86 1ls about whét my
mind drew on. 5¢ hetter than St. Joe and 16 lots which is 80¢ a head of
the Kansas City. These cows are going to net just sbout vhat I figured.
Bad is it net, but can not be helped, Had an offer for cows at Bob's.,
Think I could have gotten a 1little more, but did not sell, Wright is at
Gail, 1teft Saturday evening and I got home Sunday-morning, and of course
have not seen him, So I am working along with business, and it seems to
be going all right here. Some things are going to be pretty hard, I think

if T were you, I would not cut many more of Boy'ds cows, but send oufi the
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bulls and cross jays as you think best, They are very low, ZFind the

v

folks all well, TLou and Nellie Averill are here, and seem to be
engoyving themselves, Do not know of anything more I can say to you just

now,

oo st Ziﬂé @ %
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Dear George;==

I am in receipt this morning of a check from CiR.Thomas
for $40,00, premium which your cattle took at the Royal. I understand
the steers that took the premium were neot pdod at all, or did not really
represent your stock, but there was no others to show, and consequently
you got the £40,00, You are that much ahead on taking the premium, but
I doubt whether it will do you any good. I have papers from Thomas in
regard to cattle that are to be shown in Chicago and at the St. Louis
Fxposition. I do not know what to say about these steers going to
Ste Louis and then to Chicago. I fear they are not good endugh to show,
However, I will heave that matter with you. I have héaﬁd,from two of
your shipments, one at Kansas City, the R.,W, cattle six cars. They net
$2658 ,59. Also heard from the twelve cars that went to St. Joe, 335
head, which was one short I suppese in one car, that is, if there were

28 to the car there should have been 336, I think these cows did very

well under the eircumstances. The way I figure them out they net #15-1/3

H

taking all expenses out, about $15-1/4. think we did well to send them

to St. Joe in stead of K.Ce, although Carver writes that the shipper told
him you gave him the tail ends and they brought 230 and weished 790 and

“Fm
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he thought they were equal to 235, I think St, Joe the hest market.

I have not heard from the others yet, I have your letter, also the one

I gdt\at Tahoka from Carver, I am undecided in regard to what is best

to do with Carver & Witherspoon cattle. From all indic;mions I fear they
are going to throw the cattle up, I had a letter from Mr, Witherspoon
the other day saying he wantéd to come dovm to see me, but he has not
come yet, I wrote Carver that he might try a few of the cattle on the
market and.see what they would do. If these cattle are to be shipped out,
I am afraid they will only gather a few, aﬁd if we attempt to ship them
out, I expect we will have to have some help. We might ship as many as
two thousand, if in good fix, MeGill teld him they were in fine shépe.
They are big cows, and if they are fat, ought to bring $15 6; $16, and 1t
is probably best for us to ship them out and take what we can get. Ve
might take two thousand of the oldest ones, and leave a remanant of one
thousand or fifteen hundred there on the leased land and take care of
then, Vhat de you think ghout it? ILet me know. Mr, Snodgrass, Coke
County Attorney, was in this mbrning and sald they were ready to pay up

" the judgment as sessed against the land, and also says that the surveyors
show that the bull camp and wells are on the land, as well as the other
two wells. He wants to know if we want to lease it, He wants e to make
the Court an offer, and I expect I will have to pay prettiy high for it.
That do you think we could stand for it? Let me know, per aers. If we
lease, we would like to lease ofr five to ten years. At the present price
of cattle, I can not pay very high, and am afraid some one else will go
over us, but we will have to make a pfopositidn, hecause if they pay off
this judgment, then they will have the land, He says they are ready to do
it. OFf course, they have a suit against us for the rentel sinee June
1903 I believe, However, I know but very little about it, as Wright

has had the whole thing in charge. I will enclose you the Thomas

-2*
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letter and ete, Tet vou take it up with them if you want to, without

any advice from me, just do as you please. I have heard nothing further

w

w o

from Groom since I telegraphed him, as I wrote you day before yesterday.

0

I expect if Carver & Witherspoon's cattle are going to be handled, we

5

will have to send Ed Green out about the middle of next month with help

to get them on board. However, I have not decided to do that yet. I am

afraid they can not get them on board.
This leaves all well., I am sleeping fine since I cam home, and
trust I may continue, With leots of love to you and yours, I am,

Your father,
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Dear George,

Yours of the 28th has been received., You ask me to

figure on these bulls and yearlings past, you now have at $30.,00, de=-

livered in the spring to Xnorpp, one hundred and fifty head. I think if
you can;:sell him 150 at $30,00 for certain, you had better take them back

and graze them on the pasture? Seems to me you ought to have him collect

the bulls and brand them now, if you could, or sell them te him and let
him select them in the spring and take them back to Portales. Very low

price, but I think it hetter than to keesp them. Of course, they will

not look very well until late in the spring, However, as I have told
you bhefore, go ahead and make your trade the best you can, In regard
to wintering the bull calves on the farm, will say you might top out ths
best and take them over. If you do take them, I would not take anything
but the bhest. I would only take about one hundred and fifty, so you can
pusgh them. . Jack Alley is going to take my trade, but he is not going

to take the cattle, He is going to buy with money and give me lOﬂ.ahOVG

interest. He has a nice lot of milk pen stuff

v

wvhalt they cost and then 7%
that ought te be up on the ranch, but they are going te be a little hard
to winter up there. I sent you the Groom letter the other day that stated

e
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he had drawn another draft on me, which I presume-the Wichita Bank
understands is a duplicate of the one on you, as I wired him T would pay
the first one presented.

Hardly think it would pay to winter the 240 we have now on the
: alfalfa, Phev have a little set back any way, and you had better take
them;io the ranch,_I expect , The cattle market is very hard, though you
did very well with your cows owing to ecircumstances. We will try Bob's
cows ahout the middle of this month, I understand that Scarborough sold
his steer yearlings for $16.00 at Widland. If if is so, it is a good
sale. Some others sold the same way I expect they are fine and fat, as
the grass is very good there, The weather is still‘nice here. I suppo se
it is out west, and cattle ought te be getting pretty good.s Cows ought
to be putting on fat. Hope you will get a good price yet for them, I
have been looking for Witherspoon every day, but he says he ig sick and
will come down soon. Mrs, Compton, nee Jennle Bingham, has been up
g visiting the folks. She got a telegram yesterday morning to come home
that her hushand was sick., ©She go£ home last night about 9 o'clock and
wired me sbout 10 that her husband had passed away at 12:45, BSo she is

a widow. Poor girll She talked a good deal of you and wanted to see

1 you very mcuh., Ninnie left this morning to meet Dr. Veal at Jefferson and
from there go to the Vorld's Tailr. This leaves all well . Hope will find

you the same. Vith much love ¥o you and yours, I am,

o . Your fatner,
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My Dear George,=-=-

Yours of the 5th, with enclosures, to hand, The two

-

steers held up that come'from Bob's were released and the money sent us,

enson of course released the steers on what you sald, and that makes it

D

all right on th

whole of your letter; as I suppose you wanted to know if

{

the steers were released, One of them weighed ten hundred and fifty and

the other eight hundred and ninety. ¥t is all right. We will try to

keep up with this business of stesers when we can., Sometimes we have %o

1]

send them to you. Wow if I had not sent these steers of Rob's marked
with the J on the shoulder to you, I would have had to lost the monsy
because I did not know anything about it. 8o you see it is necessary for

me to send these reports to you. I suppose the cow isg all rights ¥ do

o

not know that I nave heard of her, If I have not, I wille, I wrote you
Saturday evening you would have to go and look after the bulls, as it was

- -

mpossible for Bob to go, You will have to make your arrangementse. I

o

would try to go myself, but I must go to the Baptist Convention at Waco
on the 10th and it will last until the 1l4th I suppose. Now if you

remember, Groom stated in a letter I sent you that he would not be back to

I - L o - =

¥ew York from Scotland, to the|best of my recollection, about the lith,

(€1
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I expect he will make it the 16th to the 20th to have the bullis there.
If I get back from Waco and it is after the 15th, you can wire me when
you get wire from Groom, and I may go up and help you look at the bulls.
Though & am very much needed at this offices

Bob is on a trade with the Bvans boys for their land in Indian
Canyon, He has bought the man out.who bought Tnoe EBvens land, for little
over $1,00 per acre bonus and it was $1,00 per acre land., He had an
option, at least another party had an option for him, on Frank |
Will and Bob Evans, The Rvans and a man by the name of Baker control
about 30 sections in the Rock CGanyen, and we have land on the south, north
east and west of 1t, and it isia ;ine;place. He has made part of the
trads, and is now on the other, ¥ wrote him to make the trade and draw
on me or make the trade and let them éign it and send to me for my
approval, He is trading for 16 sections of school land, 3 sections of
patented land and twelve and one half sections of leased land. They
ask two hundred a section for their leased land, I do not know how long
the lease is for, This makes 31e1/2 sections, and will cost us about
$27218,00, I put it all on the land that we will own, that is I add the
$200,00 leass to the land that we will own, which makes it cost us $2.25
per acre, We will have to pay about $15000,00 in cash, about $2000,00
in notes one to three years at 8% interest on patented land and about
$10,000,00 to the State and one to thirtyeseven years at 3%e Wnile I
think it is high, I thought we had betier make the trade if we can, so
this is one of the reascns I can not let Bob go, besides there is another
reason I can tsll you of afterwards, Sorry I can not, ¥ would like to
go with you to Kansas Gity to sec those bulls or could go myself if I
knew I would be able, When you get the wire from Groom, you wire mey If

it is after the 15th, which I am satisfied it will be, and I will try to

go and help you,
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Well the election comes off to-morrow. If the Republic gets it,
the market is not going to go up much, fromi.the faet that I belisve the
trust ié putting up one~half million dollars or more to elect Roosevelt,
I rather think he will get it. If Parker is selected, I look for the
market o go up domsidersbly, and that right aweys 8 thime the market
will spring a little, ten or Iifteen.centa any way. Liable to at least,
o, Joe is the best place I think to send those cattle, but I can not
tell, I .am going to Waco Tuesday or Wednesday.

We broke dirt for the Sanitarium and a report of it is in the Hews
of the 6th, It is going to be a goed while before we build it, I think.

T.eaves all well and hope will find you all the same. i

MJ/M%%P |

/ Your father,

7"“""%""“’ 1




THE MR EXLING €8 BALLAS. TEXAS.

WORLD'S FAIR CHAMPION, 1893.

=S ) L ANCIENT BRITON, 55749 ]

e
~ DY

(S
46
£

A
7. e
@ﬂ/%/////&%w November 23rd, 1904,

%r SIR BREDWELL, 63685
CHAMPION OMAHA EXPOSITION, 1898.

Dear George,==

Your letter of the 21st inst, received, and in reply

|

there to will state that in reference to the diteh matter, will take it

up and give it that considerationm it desssrves. 0OFf course, it is rat

el

1er

a difficult matter for any municipal corporation to impose such obligat=-

ions on its citizens, as seems to be indicated in your letter, that
Roswell ,by ordinance intends doing. The facts of the case, however, as
they exist, you failed to detail, It would be necessary for me to have

41

the facts in the matter from beginning to end with the ordinances of the

city respecting the ditch, New Mexico being a territory and the city of

Roswell being an incorporated city, I take it derived its authority from
the legislative bhody of the territory, or there may be a general statutory

provision for the organization of municipalities clothed with certain
POWEYS, At any rate the city can not extend its power by implication
and must be confined to whatever authority it gets from its charter,
though fhe charter be by a special act of the legislature or under a
general law of the territory. Is there any reason assigned why this
radical requisition is made on the owners of the ditcht I expect in

order for me to get full information in reference to this matter, it would
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be to come out there and investigate what authority the city has as a
munieiplaity under the power creating it for that is where you will hake
to gos As to what is best for you to do in the matter, f suggest that
you do nothing at present, but wait until all of the people interested

in the ditch, call a general meeting and then it will be time enough for
you all to come to a conclusion as to vwhat is best to be done, You all
should act togethsr,for what is ones interest is the interest of all, and
it would make the burden that mueh lighter on each one; For one to pick
up the cudgel and make the fight by himself for the benefit of all, ia |
hardly fair, to say the 1east'éf"if;:'ﬁowever, in these matters it is
always best to act conservative, Eﬁd‘weigh well the sxpense question of

a dlong legal fight, I de.nety howéver, anticibate much of a fight on the
part of the clty, as in all probability thay are nof able to. smploy
counsel to give the matter that consideration it dessrves, If ﬁhey should
be, then will be plenty of time for yeu all to marshal your forces and
get together and make one common fight, and in thils conn®gction you will
understand that it is often the case that somé of them will pull back,
thinking ghat the others who are more interested will spend their money
to take care of themselves, and in doing so, the ones pulling back will
recelve as much benefit as though they had shouldsred the responsibility
and expended their money in making the fight, I do not see‘any use of wyou
incurring any liability to pay for the opinion in the matter, unless all
interest in the matter should get together and deecide on that course;

I think the proper way to do, 1s when there is a legal proeeeding
instituted or a condemnation proceseding of any kind is begun, to then
look into the matter with a view to how it can be successfully defended.

When you get back from your trip, if there is anything threatening .
in this matter; let me know,and § will come out, Of course, I do not

want any liability to be incurred any more than can possibly to avoided,

for it looks like everything is going'into expense account, It is



ki
certainly a heavy account, and it looks like it is on the increase.,
Roswell Farm for October cost $942, without any prospect of its being
reduced, The invoice of the farm and ranches that you sent me was
rather a crude piece of work, but we have it copied as best we could,
thoush I have no copy to send yoUs I will have a copy nmade from the
office copy and forward it to yous Will kesp the Qriginal that you sent
me, 80 wheﬁ you come down we can get it and go . over it and fix 1t up.
The inventory is not what it should be. By the time you get back I will
have the copy for you, I expect, though we are rather busy here now, with
land, taxes and etc, I have beenﬁﬁp‘now for a day or two, though anm
rather feeble from the effects of}the gpell of sickness i hade I do not
know how long this condTtisn of EfPairs WitPMast, Oertainly hope it
will not be long. VWhen you return, lef me hear from fou in reference to
this ditch matter, as I feel some interest in that, and want it to go
through intelligently, vwhich everjyway is adopted.

An just in reeceipt of a wire from National Stock Yards "one load
of cows sold for two sixty, avérage 980, balance two fifty, average 830.

Market steady at decline",Cassidy S.WeCom, Bo,"

Yours truly, é;f>é§ZC/{77V
6 /

~
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My Dear Geerge,==
I am trying to work up an inventory of all the assets

"o (o

belonging to me and the C.C,.S.C.Co. I find it almost impossible %o

o4

any definite valuation of the stock on the farm, or in other words, that

1de

in New Mexico., You have a book here, and Mr. Wright has been working on
it. It shows a good deal, and yet really nothing. .It is in such a
shape that it is impossible for me to come to any conclusion as to any
thing l1ike a correct valuation of the stuff vourhavse down. I to0ld Bud
iy

that you and he reminded me of two boys playing marbles, and forgot who

was head in the game, and came back to figure up, and finally left it in

the New Mexico businsgss.

First I valued the farm of about 950 acres at $100000,00
Hay on the farm at 4000 tons &5 per ton 20000 .00
38 Registered Hereford cattle average %200 7600 ,00
155 Registered Short Horn calves at T7000.00

220 (rade Hereford Rull Yeariings 6000,.00

mer Grags Pasture 13560 acres at $10 13600,00

N
(69)
()
6 ¢}
@)

2
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Salt Grass Pasture 360 acres & 44 at

160 acres Cooper Place at $20 3200,00



160 acres Spiler's Place at - s | $1000.00
This 18 as far as I have gone, Now I wish yoP ﬁould glve me the
number of work animals on the farm, miles and méres; the othgr grade
cattle on the farm #nd the other mules and horses, jacks and stallions
that bellong to the farm., Then give me ﬁhaﬁ vou eonsider you are pasturing

for sale, and ahou£ their ¥aluation, Thé‘farm implements I consider go

with the farm, including wagons, harness and etc. Now I think this is

plain, I repaeat, give me the“ﬂgfﬁﬂépgck that bedngs to the farm. Give

‘mares, ako the breeding steck. O0Of

me the spans of mulecs and spans 0!
course, some of the spans of mareélmay be breading; I want this in order
to get a falr estimate of vhat wa.ha#e.therﬁ. Do t%is at once, so I can
comp®te my inventory. I have made an inventory pf.&our land. I consider=
ed the Coke County as gone, and the Edwards County as in suit, and have
therefore made no report of it. Ad&ed Randall Cqunty 17712 acrss and
Hardiman 2952 making 20664, which I intend to transfer to the Gompan&,

which 2aves the company 266378 acres that will bel elear of suits. I

vabed this land at £3.00, I have no estimate of (the horses and cattle on
the €,C.8.C, Co., 80 if you can give me an idea of the number of cattle
and numher.of horses and muds on the company ranc?, I would be glad if
you would do so., I simply would like to have th@ horses and eattle,
Give me the numbsr of cattle on the Running Water Ranch and the number of
norses., If you can do this right away, I believe#l can finish my
rendition, or rather get at what we are worth.
This leaves us all: well, and hope you are thg same . Pledse attﬁnd'

to this at once, so I can have it arranged hefers you come down, as then

/ | S
we can talk matters over during Christmas I hope I have made it plain

Your fathasr
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