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February 19, 1923. 

Hon. s. L. Staples, 
Secretary of State, 
J.ustin, Texas. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

The Thirty-eighth Legislature same days ago, estab­
lished the Texas Technological College. The bill establish­
ing this institution made it incumbent upon me to name the 
Board of Directors for t his institution, consisting of nine 
members. In �eeping with the provisions of Section Two of 
said bill, I am naming the following citizens of Texas to con­
stitute said Board. The three members of said Boa.rd to serve 
for a term of six years, as follows: 

W •. P. Hobby, 
Jno. W. Carpentei', 
C. W. Meadows,

Beaumont 
Dallas 
Waco 

The three members of said Boa.rd to serve for a term of four 
years,as follows: 

' 

Amon G. carter ,
1 

R. A. Underwood� 
Mrs. Chas. De Groff, 

Fort Worth 
P.lainview 
El Paso 

V 

The three members of said Board to serve for a term of two years, 
a:s follows: 

n.s

Clifford B. Jones� 
J.E. Nunn, 
Mrs • Frank N. Drane<, 

Spur 
.lmarillo 
Corsicana. 

Respectf'ully, 

(Signed) PAT Il •. NEFF 

Governor. 
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In naming the first Board of Directors or the '.I: 

Technological College, the following letter was addressed to 
the members by Governor lierr. 

February 19, 1923 

It is a fine thing to participate� the beginning 
of any great enterprise. I count one fortunate who he.s tle 
privilege of contributing his services and linking his no.me 
with any of the worthwhile, enduring institutions of his 
country. 

Our State Legislature recently passed, and i signed, 
a bill creating the Texas Technological College. Under the pro­
visions of this bill I am charged with the responsibility of 
naming nine directors for this proposed vollege. Knowing i'Ull 
well your interest in the educational life of Texas, and appre­
ciating your ability to render service, I am today naming you 
as a member of the first Board of Directors of the Texas Tech­
nological College. I am sincerely in hopes that, notwi tlstand­
ing the fact that it will require a considerable pert of ., our. 
time, as well as much thought and energy, you can see your vay 
clear to accept this place of service. I am enclosing · rein 
to you a copy of the bill in order that you may be better ac­
quainted with its provisions. 

In this connection I am taking the l '.berty of calling 
the first Board meeting to convene at Sweetwater, Texas, at 
2 o'olpck in the afternoon of March second. The citizer.:. of 
West Texas are planning for that day a celebration in evidence 
of their appreciation of the creation of this College - d the 
provision for its establishment in West Texas. I thought it 
fitting and proper that this first Board meeting be held t the 
same time and place as this celebration at which will ,. gath­
ered representatives fr(Jll. almost every section of central and 
· �st Texas. If you accept service as a member of the Board, I
a.m very much in hopes that you can arrange your business to be
present at this first meeting in order that the Board may be
organized with all members present. I am losing heroin
for your information a list of those whan I have named with you
to serve as members of the first Board or Directors of this
institution.

n-ts

With highest personal regards, I am 

Yours most sincerely, 

PAT m. NEFF 
Governor 

' 
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S. B. No. 103. 

AN ACT to establish a State College in Texas, West 
of the ninety-eighth (98) meridian �d North of the twenty­
ninth (29) parallel, to be known as the Texas Technological Col­
lege; providing.for the location of such college; its government: 
the control of its finances; defining its leading oboects and 
prescribing generally the nature and scope of instruction to be 
given; conferring upon the Board of Directors of said College the 
r;ghts of eminent domain; making the necessary appropriatio� for 
the purchase of land, the location, establishing and maintenance 
of said college and declaring an emergency. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE Sr.ATE OF TEXA.S: 

SECTION l. There shall be established in this State a 
college for white students to be known as the Texas Technological 
College, said college to be located North of the twenty-ninth (29) 
parallel and West of' the ninety-eighth (98) Meridi� and shall be 
a co-educational college giving thqrough instruction in tech­
nology and textile engineering from whioh a student may reach the 
highest degree o£ education along the lines of manufacturing cotton, 
wool. leather and other raw materials produced in Texas, including 
�11 branches of textile engineering, the ohemistry of materials, the 

·technique of weaving, dyeing, tanning, and the doing of any and all
other things necessary for the manufacturing of raw ma.'erials into
finished products; and said college shall also have complete courses
in the arts and sciences, peysical, social, political, pure and ap­
plied, such as are taught in colleges of the first class leading to
the degrees or Bachelor or Science, Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor or
Literature, Bachelor or Technology and any and all other degrees
given by college,s of the first class; said college being designed
to elevate the ideals� enrioh the lives and increase the capacity
of the people for democratic self-government and particularly to
give instruction in technological, manufacturing, and agricultural
pursuits and domestic husbandry and home econanics so that the boys
and girls of this State may attain their highest usefulness and
greatest happiness and in so doing, may prepare themselves for pro­
ducing £ran the State its greatest possible wealth.

SECiION 2. The government, control and direction of 
the policies of said rechnologioal College shall be.vested in a 
Board of nine (9) Directors to be appointed ·by the Governor, who 
shall hold office for a period of six (6) years. said Boa.rd of 
nine (9) Directors to be so divided that the terns of three (3) 
directors shall expil"e every two years, and it shall be the duty 
of the Governor in making the appointment of the i'irst Boe.rd of 
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Directors, to indicate in his appointment the naJne of the Director whose 
term shall expire in two (2) years, t � name of the Director whose 
term shall e�1re in four (4) years and the name of the Virector 
whose term shall expire in six (6) years·; all of said directors to 
hold office until their successors are qualified, unless a removal 
is made by the Govern�r for inefficiency or inattention to their 
duties as members of such Board. 

The Board of Directors of the Texas Technological Col­
lege shall provide a pr.esident therefor who shall devote his entire 
time to the executive management of said school and who shall be 
directly accountable to the Board of Directors for the conduct 
thereof. 

SECT�ON 3. In addition to the courses provided in tech­
nology and textile engineering�·the said Te:xas Technological College 
shall offer the usual college courses given in standard senior col­
leges of the first class and shall be empQWered to confer appropriate 
degre s to be determined by the Boar4 of Directors and shall offer 
four year courses, two year courses, or short term course.s in farm 
·and ranch husbandry and economics and the chemistry of soils and the
adaption of farm crops to the peculiar soil, climate and condition
of that portion of the State in which the College is located and
such other courses and degrees as the Board of Directors may see fit
to provide as a means of supplying the educational facilities neces­
sary for -this section of the State, and it shall be the duty of the
Board of Directors to furnish such assistance to the faculty and
students of said college as will enable them to do original research
work and to apply the latest and most-approved methods of manufactur­
ing and, in general, to afford the facilities of the college for the
purpose of originating, developing, supporting and maintaining all of
these agencies (physical, mental, and moral) for the developnent of
the physical, mental and) moral welfare of the st�dents 'Who attend the
college and for the further purpose of developing the material re­
sources of the State to their highest point of value and usefulness
by teaching the arts of commerce, and manufacturing� All male stud­
ents attending thi s college shall be req�ired to receive such instruc­
tion in military science and tactics as the Board of Directors may
prescribe which shall at all times, comply in full with the re�ire­
mcnts of the United States Government now given as a pre-requisite
to aey aid nov, extended or hereafter to be extended by the Government
of the United States to State institutions of this character and all
suo� white male students shall, during their attendance at such col­
lege, be subject to such military discipline and control as the Boe.rd
or Directors may prescribe.

SEC.1.ION 4. The Chairman of the State Board of Control and 
the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, the President of the 
University of Te:xas, the �resident of  the College of Industrial Arts 
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of Texas, and the "resident of the Agricultural and Mech• 
anical College of Texas, shall constitute a Board charged 
with the responsibility for the location of the Texas Tech­
nological College, a• majority of whom shall be authorized 
to act under the term� of this bill in the location of said 
school; said Board being restricted in the choice of the lo­
cation to the area mentioned in Sect�on�of this Act and as soon
after the passage and approval of this Act as practical, said 
locating board shall make careful investigation of proposed 
sites f�r the said institution. Consideration shall be given 
to climatic conditions, supply of water, accessibility and such 
other matters as appropriately enter into the selection of the 
desirable location of an institution of this kind. It is f'ur­
ther provided that the said locating Board shall not be in­
fluenced to any degree in the determination of its selection 
of a location 1:lY offers and promises of bonuses and girts, di­
rectly or indirectly t-o the State of Texas, as a consideration 
for the location of said college at any particular place, but a 
primary consideration which shall outweigh all Qthers in the 
minds of the members of the Locating Board, shall be to locate 
this college where it can, in the future, render the greatest 
service to the State and to the section of the United States 
for -which it is especially intended; but this is not to be inter­
preted to mean that the Board of Directors shall not have author­
ity to accept gitts Jf land, money for students loans, permanent 
improvement or any other objects of value vthen tendered for the 
purpose of more completely carrying out the purpose of this Aoti 
said girts to be made after said school is located and established 
and if a suitabl� location for said college is offered �y aey 
city or community. l'he lands pought shall be so located that 
the administr�tion buildings will be within convenient distance 
to the residence section of the tovm where located, or the place 
where the students reside. 

SECTION 5. The said Locati:o_g Board shall have author­
ity to select approximately two thousand (2000) acres ot land for 
the site of said coll_ege and agree · ith the owner or owners 
thereof upon the price to be paid t:P,erefor, ·which said agreement 
shall be ·reduced to writing and by tlie said Locating Board, 
signed and delivered to the Board or Directors herein provided 
for, who sliall thereupon have ful,l authority to contract for the 
purchase of said land for sa-id purpose� and upon the approval or 
the· title thereto by the J.ttorriey General of the Sta 01' Texas, 
to pay £or said land and any improvements thereon in any sum not 
to exceed One Hundred and Fif'ty Thousand ($150,ooo.oo) Dollars. 
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SECTION 6. It is further provided, that, when said Lo­
cating Board has selected a site for said college, it shall be 

· the duty of said Board to make a full and complete report of al_l.
details connected with the selection of the site for the said col­
lege to the Governor of the State of Texas. The filing of thi� re­
port with the Secretary of State shall legally constitute the es­
tablishing of the College.

SECTION 7. The Board of Directors of the said Texas Tech­
nological College is hereby vested with the ·ower of eminent domain 
to acquire for.the use of said college such land as·may be necessary 
for the purpose of carrying �ut its purpose by condemnation proceed­
ings suoh as are now provided for railroad canpanies under the laws 
of the State of Texas. 

SECTION a. There is hereby appropriated from the· general 
revenues of this State, not otherwise appropriated, the following 
sums, or so much thereof, as may be necessary. 

1. Twenty-five Hundred ($2,soo·.oo) dollars of the avail­
able revenue of the State, or so much thereof as may be necessary 
to become available upon the passage and approval of this Act, for 
the purpose of paying the expense of the locating board in deter­
mining the location of said institution. 

2. One Hundred Fifty Thousand ($150,000.00) Dollars of
the available revenues of this State, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary to become available, September l, 1923, for the purchase
of tho necessary lands for the location and establismnent of said 
school, and any portion of which amount not used for the purchase 
of lands shall be av; · 1e,...le ... or the purposes provided in the foll­
owing sections hereof. 

3. Five Hundred Thousand ($500,000.00) Dollars for the
fhoal year ending August 31, 1924, for the purpose or providing 
necessary utilities, machinery ., permanent improvements, equipment 
and buildings for said college. · 

4. Three. Hundred and Fifty Thousand ($350,000.00) Dol­
lars for the fiscal year ending August 31, 1925, for the purpose 
of providing necessary utilities, machinery, permanent improve­
ments, equiJ;!D.ent and buildings for said college; and 

5. In the event any portion of the sums hereby appro­
priated should not be used for and during the year for -which tl,.ey 
are hereby appropriated, such sums shall becane available for the 
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succeeding yeer, for the purposes herein provided, and for no 
other. 

SECTIOlf 9. The fact that Texas is producing annually 
millions of dollars worth of raw materials, which are bei 0 

shipped to distant factories to be made into finished pr·oducts 
together with the fact that Texas bas no ade�uate institution 
for teaching technology and the art or textile manufao uring 
and the fact that the needs or that portion .of the Stat, . ·here 
this college shall be located are inadequately supplied -ibh 
educational i�stitutions, create an emergency and an imp<.. -tive 
public necessity for t�is act to take effect at once, and £or the 
suspension of the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read

on three several days. it 'is therefore enacted that said rule be 
suspended and this Act take effect and be in force on and af'ter 
its passage. 

.t.PPROVED: 

:'A.T ll. NEFF 
Governor 

February 10, 1923. 

.(Signed) T .w. DA.VIDSmT 
President of the enate. 

(Signed) R. E. SEA.GLER 
Speaker or the House or 
Represanta·bives. 

' 
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