OFFICIAL JOURNAL
of the
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
of the
STATE OF TEXAS

FIFTY=FIRST DAY
(Thursday, March 28, 1974)

The Convention met at 10210 o'clock a.m,
pursuant to adjournment, and was called to
order by the President,

called and the following
Present, 4
(Record 1,

The roll was
were recorded present: 167
Absent=excused, 9 Absent,
Appendix)

LEAVES OF ABSENCE

Delegate Schwartz was granted leave oOf
absence for today on account of important
business on motion of Delegate Adams of
Jasper.

Delegate Coleman was granted leave of
absence for today on account of important
business on motion of Delegate Pentony,

Delegate - Newton was dgranted leave of
absence for today on account of 1illness on
motion of Delegate Calhoun,

Delegate Parker of Denton was granted
leave of absence for today on account of
illness in family on motion of Delegate

Hendricks,
DELEGATES PRESENT

Delegates Hernandez and Whitehead who
had previously been recorded as "Absent" were
announced "Present",

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION RESOLUTION 12

The President laid before the Convention
the following Resolution:

c,5,C.C.R, 12, Providing for
payment for Delegate Grant riding his
from Marshall to Austin for Convention,

rate of
horse

The resolution
the following
Present=Not
2, Appendix)

was read and adopted by
vote: 160 Yeas, 1 Nay, 2
Voting, 17 Not Voting. (Record

PRESENTATION TO DELEGATE GRANT
Delegate Atwell on

Convention presented to
certificate and hat,

behalf of the
Delegate Grant a

MOTION TO TAKE RECESS
FROM APRIL 5 TO MAY 6

Delegate Adams of Jasper moved that the

Convention take recess from 5:00 o'clock p.M,
on April 5, 1974, until 1:00 o'clock p.m, ON
May 6, 1974,

DELEGATES PRESENT
Delegates Parker of Denton and Schwartz
who had previously been recorded as
"Absent=excused" were announced "Present',

Paso who had
"Absent" was

Delegate Jones of E1
previously been recorded as
announced "Present'.

Delegate Hale moved to table the motion.

The motion to table prevailed by the
following vote! 144 Yeas, 25 Nays, 1
Present=Not Voting, 10 Not Voting, (Record

3, Appendix)
DELEGATE PRESENT

Delegate Canales who had previously been
recorded as "Absent" was announced "Present".

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION RESOLUTION 28

The President lald before the Convention
the following resolution:

c,C,R, 28, Proposing the Convention's
duration be extended 60 days beyond May 31,
1974,

Delegate Adams of Jasper offered the
following amendment to C,C.R, 28:

Amend C.,C.,Rs 28 by substituting the
following for the resolving clause thereof:

RESOLVED that the Constitutional
Convention of 1974 be, and the 1life thereof
be and it is, hereby extended to June 14,
1974, until 11:59 p.m.

The amendment was read,
LEAVES OF ABSENCE

Delegate Head was dgranted leave of
absence for the remainder of today on account
of important business on motion of Delegate
Temple,

Delegate Wyatt was granted Jleave of
absence for the remainder of today on account
of important business on motion of Delegate

Bynum,

Delegate Murray moved to table the
amendment .,

The motion to table prevalled by the

Yeas, 30
11 Not Voting,.

Nays.e 1
(Record

vote:s 138
Voting,

following
Present=Not
4, Appendix)

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Delegate Hernandez was granted leave of
absence for the remainder of today on account
of important business on motion of Delegate
Miller,

adoption of
resolution be

Question recurring on the
the resolution, shali the
adopted?
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The resolution was adopted by the
following vote: 123 Yeas, 47 Nays, 1
Present=Not Voting, 9 Not Voting, (Record 5,
Appendix)

on motion of Delegate Murray and by
unanimous consent, the vote by which the
resolution was adopted was reconsidered and
tabled,

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION RESOLUTION 26

The President laid before the Convention
the following resolutiont

c,C,R, 26, Proposing the Constitutional
Convention take recess until May 6, 1974,

(Delegate Finney in Chair)
following

Delegate Hale offered the
amendment to C,C,R, 26¢

Amend the Resolving Clause of C,C.R. 26
to read as follows:

Resolved, that it is the sense of the
Convention, that the Convention should be in
recess elther upon completion of the Articles
now on the calendar awaiting consideration on
second reading or at the close of business on
April 5, whichever occurs first, until 2:00
p,m,, Monday, May 6, 1974, unless earller
convened by the President upon the written
recommendation of a majority of the
delegates,

The amendment was read,
(President in Chair)
amendment be

Question: Shall the

adopted?
RECESS
on motion of Delegate Hightower the
Convention at 12:01 o'clock p,m, took recess
until 1:30 o'clock p,m, today,
AFTER RECESS
The President

order at 1:30
recess,

called the Convention to
o'clock p.m,, pursuant to

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION RESOLUTION 26
ON SECOND READING

The Premident laid before the Convention
as unfinished business C,C,R. 26 with an
amendment by Delegate Hale pending,

Question: amendment be
adopted?

Shall the

DELEGATES PRESENT

Donaldson who had
"Absent" were

Delegates Lee and
previously been recorded as
announced "Present",

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Delegate Lombardino was granted leave of
absence for the remainder of today on account

of important business on motion of Delegate

Madla,

Delegate Murray offered the following
amendment to the amendment to C.,C.R., 26,

Amend the amendment to C,C,R, 26 by
striking out the date April 5 of the
resolving clause and insert in lieu thereof

the date March 30,
The amendment to the amendment was read,
LEAVES OF ABSENCE

Delegate Schwartz was granted leave of
absence for the remainder of today on account
of important business on motion of Delegate
Adams of Jasper,

Delegate Wolff was granted leave of
absence for the remainder of today on account
of important business on motion of Delegate
Traeger,

Delegate Hale moved to table the
amendment to the amendment,

The motion to table prevailed by the
following vote: 107 Yeas, 47 Nays, 2
Present=Not Voting, 24 Not Voting, (Record

6, Appendlx)
DELEGATE PRESENT

Delegate Coleman who had previously been

recorded as "Absent=excused" was announced
"Present',
Delegate Snelson offered the following

amendment to the amendment to C,C.R, 26,

Amend the amendment by striking the
words and figure "May 6" and insert "May 13",

The amendment was read,

Delegate Williamson offered the
following amendment to the amendment to the
amendment to C,C.R., 2632

Amend the amendment to C.C.R. 26 by
deleting the date of "May 6" and in its place
add "June 3%,

Delegate Snelson moved to table the
amendment by Delegate Williamson,

table prevalled by the
Yeas, 17 Nays, i
20 Not Voting, (Record

The motion to
following vote: 142
Present=Not Voting,
7, Appendix)

Question recurring on the adoption of
the amendment by Delegate Snelson, shall the
amendment be adopted?

The amendment failed of adoption by the

following vote:? 717 Yeas, 84 Nays, 1
Present=Not Voting, 18 Not Voting, (Record
8, Appendix)

Delegate Poff offered the following

amendment to the amendment to C,C,R, 26:

Amend the
"Local

amendment by 1inserting the

words Government" before the word
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"Articles" and strike the "s" on the word
"Articles" and the words "now on the calendar
awaiting consideration on second reading",

The amendment to the amendment was read,
table the

Delegate Hale  moved to
amendment to the amendment,

The motion to table prevailed by the
following vote: 101 Yeas, 63 Nays, 16 Not
Voting, (Record 9, Appendix)

Question recurring on the adoption of
the amendment by Delegate Hale, shall the
amendment be adopted?

The amendment was
following vote: 9
Present=Not Voting, 17 Not
10, Appendix)

adopted by the
Yeas, 65 Nays, 1
Voting,. (Record

the adoption of
CRCRBRIe26 as

Question recurring on
C.CsR, 26 as amended, shall
amended be adopted?

Delegate Mengden offered the following
amendment to C,C.R, 26:

Amend C,C,R, 26 to read as follows:

WHEREAS, The Constitutional Convention
of Texas has attempted to complete its work
by April 7, but consideration of articles on
second reading 1s progressing more slowly
than expected: and

WHEREAS, There is no
realistic possibility that
Convention can be finished by
and

longer any
the work of the
early April;

WHEREAS, Some of the delegates are
involved in contests for nomination to public
offices to be determined in the primary
elections on May 4, and during the month of
April thelr attention can be expected to be
diverted somewhat from full=time
participation and debate on the important
issues facing the Conventioen; and

WHEREAS,; Conscientious consideration of
constitutional revision is of immense
importance to the people of Texas, and the
costs of unnecessary delay are dgreat; and
therefore be it

RESOLVED by the Constitutional
Convention of Texas, That this Convention be

and Is hereby declared to be in recess from
the close of business each Thursday until
1:30 p.m, each Tuesday, for the period

beginning on April 4, 1974, and ending on May
14,

MENGDEN
BLYTHE

The amendment was read,

Delegate Hale moved to table the

amendment,

The motion to table prevajiled by the
following vote: 107 Yeas, 57 Nays, 2
Present=Not Voting, 14 Not Voting. (Record

11, Appendix)

PAIRED VOTE

Delegate Adams of Jasper (present), who
would vote "Nay", with Delegate Schwartz
(absent), who would vote "Yea",

adoption of
BRCLR 26 she

Question recurring on the
C.C:.R, 26 as amended, shall
adopted?

adopted by the
69 Nayss, 12 Not

The resolution was
following vote: 99 Yeas,
Voting, (Record 12, Appendix)

On motlon of Delegate Hale and by
unanimous consent, the vote by which C.C.R,
26 was adopted was reconsidered and tabled,

ARTICLE IX ON SECOND READING
The President lald before the Convention
on its second reading Article IX (full report
having been printed on March 22),

and by
will be

On motion of Delegate Hale,
unanimous consent, Article IX
considered section by section,

Delegate Washington explained the £ull

report on Article IX,

Delegate Short explalned Section 1 of
Article IX,
Delegate Bynum offered the following

amendment to Article IX, Section 1:

Amend Article IX, Section 1 (c), Local
Government Committee Report, as follows:

In Section 1, Subsection (c¢) strike
"twoethirds",

The amendment was read,

Delegate Boone moved to table the
amendment .

The motion to table prevailed by a

non=record vote,

Delegate Bynum offered the following
amendment to Article IX, Section i:

Amend Article IX, sSection 1 (b), as
follows:

Between '"boundaries" and "are", insert
"and the merger of counties",

Strike "merger or counties or the',

The amendment was read,

Delegate Short moved to table the
amendment ,
The motion to table prevalled by a

non=record vote,
LEAVE OF ABSENCE
Delegate Lary was dranted leave of
absence for the remainder of today on account
of important business on motion of Delegate
McDonald of Hidalgo,
DELEGATE PRESENT

Delegate Cobb who had previously been
recorded as "Absent" was announced "Present",
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Delegate Martin explained Section 2 of

Article IX,
offered the following
Section 21

Delegate Finney
amendment to Article IX,

Amend Article IX, Section 2 to read as
follows:
section 2, POWERS OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT,

The powers of counties are those granted by

this constitution and by law,
The amendment was read,

Delegate Martin moved to table the

amendment.,
table

The motion to prevailed by a

non=record vote,

Delegate Russell explained Section 3 (a)
of Artlicle,IX,

Delegate Kaster explained Subsections
(b) through (g) of Section 3 of Article IX,

(Delegate Maloney in Chair)

Delegate Grant offered the following
amendment to Article IX, Sec. 3 (a):

Amend Article IX, Section 3 (a) by
striking the last sentence,

The amendment was read,

(President in Chair)

on motion of Delegate Grant and by
unanimous consent the amendment was
withdrawn,

Delegate Hendricks offered the following

amendment to Section 3 (a), Article IX:

Amend Subsection (al, Article
to read as follows:

sec, 3, COUNTY AND DISTRICT OFFICERS,
(a) The governing body of each county is the
county commission, consisting of a county
judge elected by the gualified voters of the
county and four county commissioners, each
elected by the qualified voters of separate
and compact precincts containing as nearly as
practicable an equal number of inhabitants,
The county judge is the presiding officer of
the county commission, The county Jjudge
shall perform such Jjudicial duties and
functions as may be now or hereafter provided
by law,

Section 3,
IX,

The amendment
by a non=record vote,

was read and was adopted

Delegate Hale offered the following
amendment to Section 3 (b), Article IX:

Amend
as follows:

(b) The qualjified voters of each county
elect a sheriff, treasurer, tax
assessor=collector, and <county c¢lerk., The
legislature may provide by law for the
election of a single clerk to perform duties
of both a county clerk and a district clerk,

Article IX, Section 3 (b) to read

The amendment was read,

on' motion of Delegate Hale and by
unanimous consent the amendment was
withdrawn,

Delegate Hendricks offered the following
amendment to Section 3(c) of Article IX:

Amend Subsection (c), Section 3, Article
to read as follows:

(¢) County attornevs, district attorneys
and criminal district attorneys are elected
in such numbers and for such countles as now
or hereafter provided by law, They shall
represent the state in all criminal cases in
the county and district courts and perform
other duties as provided by law,

IX,

The amendment was read,

on motion of Delegate Hendricks and by
unanimous consent the amendment was
withdrawn,

UNANIMOUS CONSENT TO RECORD VOTE

The following delegates requested
unanimous consent to be recorded as voting on
the following record votes, There was no
objection:

Delegate Brooks requested to be recorded
as voting "Yea" on Record Votes 6, 7 and 10,

be recorded
and 9,

Delegate Brooks requested to
as voting "Nay" on Record Votes 8

Delegate Cole regquested to be recorded
as voting "Yea" on Record Vote 2,

Delegate Hudson reguested to be recorded
as voting "Yea" on Record Vote 11,

Delegate Vale requested to be recorded
as voting "Nay" on Record Vote 6,

Weddington reguested to be
"Yea" on Record Vote 6,

Delegate
recorded as voting

RECESS

Traeger the
took recess

Oon motion of Delegate
Convention at 5:05 o'clock p.M,
until 9:30 o'clock a,m, tomorrov,

VOTE RECORDED
Delegate Green of Harris requested to be

recorded as voting Nay on the motion to take
Tecess,
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