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The MALBROUCK*, and CHL
NESE-BONNET+.

HESE two monkeys feem to be of the

fame_fpecies, which, though different in
fome refpe@s from that of the macaque, makes
fo near an approach to it, that we are doubtfyl
whether the macaque, the egret, the malbrouck,
and the Chincle-bonnet, are four varieties only,
or permanent races, of the fame fpecies. As
thefe animals produce not in our climate, we
cannot afeertain the identity or diverfity of their
fpecies, but muft judge from the differences in

their figure and external qualities.. The macaque
and the cgret are fo fimilar, that we prefumed
them to be one fpecies. It s the fame with the
malbrouck and Chinefe-bonnet. But, as the
latter differ from the former more than they
differ between themfelves, we thought it beft to

feparate them.
Our prefumption, with regard to the diverfty
of thefe two fpecies, is founded, 1. On the dif-
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ference in their figure; 2. On thofe of the colour
and difpofition of the hair; 3. On the different
proportions i the fkelctons o the two kinds; and,
in fine, on the two former being natives of the
foithern regions of Aftica, while the two latter
are natives of Bengal. ~This laft confideration
is of equal weight with any of the others; for
we have fhown, that, in wild animals totally in-
dependent of man, the diftance of climate is 2
pretty certain indication of remotenefs of fpe-
cies. Befides, the malbrouck and Chinefe-bon-
net are not the only fpecies or races of monkeys
found in Bengal *. It appears, from the evi-
dence of travellers, that there are four varietics ;
namely, whitc, black, red, and gray monkeys,
They alledge that the black kind are'moft eafily
tamed. - Thofe we faw were of a reddifh gray
colour, and appeared to be tame, and even
docile.
¢ Thefe animals,’ travellers remark t, ¢ fleal
¢ fiuits, and particularly the fogar cane, One
¢ fands fentinel on a tree, while the others load
* themfelves with the booty. If he perceives
“any perfon, he cries, boup, boup, houp, with a
* The monkey of Calicat, with grayith hair, mentioned
by Pyrard, oid probably be refered (o the malbrasckfpec
es, Tn this country, the Killing of mnkeys is probibicd,
They are fo importunate, troublefome, and numerous, thay
ey do much damage. Tho. inhabicints of the towns s
ed 1o latice their windows, to prevent she
morkeys from entering their houfes; Poyages de Fr. Pyrard,
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¢loud #5d difind voice! "The momedtifil
 fignal is given, the!wholé troop throw dwa
* the cancs they held in their left hand, and ray
“ off on three feet. When purfucd Hard, they
< quit what they had in their right hand) any
¢ fave themfelves by clinibing trees; whidh st
“the ufual places of their abode. They legp
“fiom tree to tree; and even the fomale
* though loaded with their young, which they
* hold fiemly, leap like the others ; but they
¢ fometimes fall. Thefe animals are never mors
¢ than half-tamed, and always sequire ‘a chath
¢ Even in their own country, they never pro-
¢+ duce, when in bondage: "They require to be
¢ at perfect freedom in the woods. When fruiy
¢ and fucctlent plants fail, they cat infeds, and
¢ fometimes defeend to- the margins of wive
¢and the fea-coaft to catch fithes and craby
“They put their til between the pincers of
¢ the crab, and, whenever the pincers are clofed
< they carry it quickly off, and eat it at theiy
¢ leifre.  They gather cocoa nuts, and are well
* acquainted with the method of extradting the
¢ juice for drink, and the kernel for food. They
<likewife drink the zari that drops from (he
Sambous, which they place on the tops of tres
“in order 1o extraét the liquors; and they ufe
¢ it occafionally. They are taken by means of
“a cocoa nut, with a fiall hole made fn it
“They put their paw into the hole with diffcal
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¢ty, becaufe it is narrow ; and the people who
¢ are watching, feize them before they can dif-
¢ engage themfelves. In the provinces of India
¢inhabited by the Bramins, who kill no ani-
¢ mals, the number of monkeys, which are hi
¢ly venerated, is almoft infinite. They come
¢ in troops into the cities, and enter the houfes
¢at all times with perfect freedom ; fo that thofe
¢who fell provifions, and particularly fruits,
¢ pot-herbs, &ce. have much difficulty in prefer-
¢ving their commod In Amadabad, the
capital of Guzarat, there are three hofpitals for
animals, where lame and fick monkeys, and even
thofe who, without being. difeafed, choofe to
dwell there, are fed and cherithed. Twice every
week, the monkeys in the neighbourhood af-
femble fpontancoully in the fireets of the city.
They then mount upon the houfts, each of which
has a fmall terrace, or a flat roof, where they lic
during the great heats. On thefe two days, the
inhabitants fail not to lay upon thefe terraces
rice, millet, fugar canes, and other fruits in their
feafon ; for, if thefe animals, by any accident,
find not their provifions in the accuftomed place,
they break the tiles which cover the reft of the
houfe, and commit great outrages. They never
eat any thing, without thoroughly examining it;
and, when full, they fill their cheek-pouches for
another occafion. In places frequented by the
monkeys, the birds date not build their nefts on
K4 the
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the trees ; for they never fail to deftroy the neft,
and dafh the eggs on'the ground *.

Neither the tiger nor other ferocious animal
are the moft formidable enemics to the mon
keys ; for they eafily make their efcape by their
nimblenefs, and by living on. the tops of trecs,
where nothing but ferpents have the art of fur
prifing them. ~ ¢ The apes,’ a traveller femarks,
¢ are mafters of the forefts; for their dominion
¢is not difputed either by the tiger or lion,
¢ The only animals they have to dread are the
¢ ferpents, who make perpetual war upon them,
< Some of thefe ferpents are of a prodigious fize,
¢ and ivallow an ape in a moment. Others are
¢ fmaller, but more agile, and go in queft of the
¢ apes on the trees. . .. . They watch the
¢ time when the apes fleep 1’ &c.

Diflinttive Charatiers of thefe Specics,

‘The malbrouck has cheek-pouches and callo-
fities on his buttocks. The tail s nearly as
long as both the body and head. The cye.
1ids are flefh-coloured, and the face of a cinere-

= Sec les Voages de Is Boulye le Gour, p. 255, Rl
de Thevenot o . p. 0. Voyige de Gemel Carst, i
P 164, Le Recuel des Voysges aui oot fere 3. THbii
ment de agnie es 6.
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ous gray. 'The eyes and muzale are large. The
ears arc large, thin, and fleth-coloured. . He has
2 band of gray hair, like the mone or varied
monkey; but the fuperior parts of his body are
of a uniform yellowifh brown colour, and the
snferior are of a yellowifh gray. He walks on
four feet, and is about'a foot and a half long
from the point of the muzzle to the origin of
the tail

The Chinefe-bonnet appears to be a variety
of the malbrouck. They differ in the two fol-
Jowing articles: In the former, the hair on the
top of the head is difpofed in the form of a flat
bonnet, from which its name has been derived,
and its tail is proportionally longer. The fe-
males of both thefe races are fubje@ to @ pe-
riodic evacuation.
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