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CHARACTERIZATION OF TORNADOES BY THEIR INTENSITY AND AREA 

TORNADO INTENSITY 'l"OltNADO. DAMAGE AREA 
(I•:Estd. Max. Wind fu MPH) (a•Damage Area .in' Sq •. Mi.) 

ro Gale Torn8do ( Lo< r s ·r2) TP ,, Trace Tornado a < 0.-001 ) 

Fl Weak Tornado ( 72 < I~112) .::>M Decimicro Tornado ( o.OOl $a < 0.01 ) 

1'~2 Strong Tornado (112 < l ~ 15'l) MI Micro Tornad.Q ( 0 • . 01 ~ a < 0 .1 ) 

F3 Severe Tol"nado (157 < I s 206) MB Heso Torn.ado ( 0.1 < a < 1.0 ) 

F4 Deva.stat1.ng Tornado ( 206 < I ~ 26()) MA :Macro Tornado ( 1.0 < a. < lOoO } 

F.5 Inc:::·ediqle Tornado (26o <IS 318) GI Giant Tornado ( lOoO < a <100.0 ) 

F6 (318 <I :S 379) DG Decagiant Tornado (100.0 < a ) 



OCCURRENCE OF 893 TORNADOES 

IN THE UNITED STATES FOR 1965 
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DIURNAL VARIATION OF TORNADO OCCURRENCES IN 1965 
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ANNUAL VARIATION OF TORNADO OCCURRENCES IN 1965 

0 

60 0 0 0 0 0 0 

F5 4 0 

20 

0 
J A JJ SO 0 

60 0 0 0 7 2 0 

F4 40-

20 

0 
J MA JJ so 0 J MA JJ s 0 0 J MA J J s 0 0 

60- 0 3 11 12 19 4 0 

F3 4 0 

20 

0 
J MA J J so OJ MA J J so OJ MA JJ so 0 J MA J J s 0 OJ MA JJ so 0 

60 0 17 6~ 41 27 

F2 4 0 

20 

0 
so 0 J MA J J s 0 0 

60 5 118 167 74 24 3 0 

Fl 4 0 

U) 

: zo 
0 .... 
U) 

~o 
a: 

"' ID 75 20 12 0 0 2 60 
::> 
z 

FO 40 

zo 

0 
J MA JJ SO OJ MA JJ SO MA JJ S 0 0 J MA JJ SO 

TR OM MI ME GI DG 



PERCENTAGE OCCURRENCE OF TORNADOES > F2 { 113 MPH ) 

{ FOR OCCURRENCES > 5 PER STATE ) 



PERCENTAGE OCCURRENCE OF TORNADOES > ME (a> 0.1 so.ML) 

{ FOR OCCURRENCES > 5 PER STATE ) 
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DlURNAL VARIATION OF OCCURRENCES 
OF F-2 a MORE INTENSE TORNA.DOES 

PER 1·0 5 · SQ. MI. ( ESTO. MAX. WINDS ~ 113 MPH ) 
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ANNUAL VARIATION OF OCCURRENCES 
OF F-2 8 MORE INTENSE TORNADOES 

PER 10 5 SQ. MI. ( ESTO. MAX. WINDS ~ 113 MPH ) 
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DIURNAL VARIATION OF. OCCUR .. R·EN,·CES.·· .. 
OF MESONADOES 8 l-AR.G.,ER ·ro::RNA'DOE"s .· 

PER 10 5 SQ. MI. ( a ~ O.·I ·SQ·. ·Ml .. ) 
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ANNUA.L VARIATION OF OCCURRENCES · 
OF MESONADOES. a ·LARGER TORNADOES · 

PER 10 5 SQ. Ml. ( . a ~ - 0.1 SQ. Ml.) 
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