OFFICIAL JOURNAL
of the
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
~ of the
STATE OF TEXAS

FIFTY=-SECOND DAY
(Friday, March 29, 1974)

The Convention met at 9:30 o'clock a,m,s
pursuant to adjournment and was called to
order bg the President.

The roll was called and the following

were recorded present: 159 Present, 13
Absent=excused, 8 Absent, (Record 1,
Appendix)

The Reverend Dr, McGary Ford, Pastor,

First Baptist Church, Jacinto City, offered
the invocation,

LEAVES OF BABSENCE

Delegate Bales was granted leave of
absence for today on account of important
business on motion of Delegate Coleman,

Delegate Blanchard was granted leave of
absence for today on account of important
business on motion of Delegate Hightower,

Delegate Howard was granted leave of
absence for today on account of important
business on motion of Delegate Craddick,

Delegate Mattox was granted Jleave of
absence for today on account of important
business on motion of Delegate Coleman.

Delegate Semos was granted leave of
absence for today on account of important
business on motion of Delegate Cates,

A Delegate Lombardino was granted leave of
absence for today on account of important
business on motion of Delegate Madla,

Delegate Heatly was granted leave of
absence for today on account of Iimportant
business on motion of Delegate Nabers.

Delegate Tarbox was granted leave of
apsence for today on account of compassionate
reasons on motion of Delegate Short.

Delegate Head was granted leave of
absence for today on account of important
business on motion of Delegate Grant,

Delegate Newton was granted leave of
absence for today on account of illness on
motion of Delegate Schieffer,

Delegate Bowers was granted leave of
absence for today on account of important
business on motion of Delegate Henderson,
leave of

Delegate Gammage was dgranted

absence for today on account of compassionate
reasons on motion of Delegate Wallace,

Delegate Lary was granted leave of
absence for today on account of important
business on motion of Delegate Maloney,

ARTICLE IX ON SECOND READING

The President lald before the Convention
Article IX as unfinished business,
Question: Shall Article IX be adopted?

Delegate Hendricks offered the following
amendment to Article IX, Section 3:

Amend Article IX, Section 3(c) te read
as follows: =

(c) County attorneys, district
attorneys, and criminal district attorneys
are elected iIin such numbers and for such

counties as now or hereafter provided by law,
They shall represent the state in criminal
cases in the county and district courts and
perform other duties as provided by law,

The amendment was read and was adopted
by a non=record vote,
Delegate Baker offered the following

amendment to Article IX, Section 3:

Amend Article IX, Section 3(d) to
as follows:

(d) The county commission shall provide
for the election of a constable to serve each

read

justice court established under authority of
Article Ve Section 1 (b) of this
Constitution, Each constable is elected for

a four=year term by the qualified voters of
the county, precinct, or precincts in which
the Jjustice of the peace served by the
constable is elected,

The amendment was read,

Delegate moved to table the

amendment,

Kaster

The motion to table was lost by the
following vote: 54 Yeas, 96 Nays, 1
Present=Not Voting, 29 Not Voting. (Record
2, Appendix)

the adoption of
amendment be

recurring on
shall the

Question
the amendment,
adopted?

DELEGATES PRESENT

Delegates HernandeZz, Hudsony Lary.
Allred and Wyatt who had previously been
recorded as "Absent" were announced
"Present",

LEAVES OF ABSENCE

Delegate Dovle was granted leave of
absence for the remainder of today on account
of important business on motion of Delegate
Powers,

Delegate Gaston was granted leave of
absence for the remainder of today on account
of important business on motion of Delegate
Powers.
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Delegate Reynolds was granted leave of
absence for the remainder of today on account
of Iimportant business on motion of Delegate
Adams of Hardin,

Delegate Geiger offered the following
amendment to the amendment to Article IX,
Section 3:

Amend Article IX, Sectlon 3(d) by
changing the word "may" to "shall'.

GEIGER
CLOWER
SEMOS

The amendment was read.

Delegate Baker moved to table the
amendment .

The motion to table was lost by the
following vote: 67 Yeas, 90 Nays, 1
Present=Not Voting, 22 Not Voting, (Record

3, Appendix)

Question recurring on the adoption of

the amendment by Delegate Gelger, shall the
amendment be adopted?

The amendment was adopted by the
following vote: 84 Yeas, U Nays s 2
Present-~Not Voting, 23 Not Voting,. (Record
4, Appendix)

The amendment as amended was then

adopted by a non=-record vote.

Delegate Nabers offered the following
amendment to Article IX, Section 3@

Amend Article IX, Section 3(£) by

striking the sentence beginning "in the case
of" and ending with the word "commissioners"
on line 2, page 3,
NABERS
BLANCHARD

The amendment was read,
LEAVES OF ABSENCE

Delegate Willls was granted leave of
absence for the remainder of today on account
of illness on motion of Delegate Baker.

Delegate Craddick was granted leave of
absence for the remainder of today on account
of important business on motion of Delegate
Barnhart.

Delegate Sherman of Tarrant was granted
leave of absence for the remainder of today
on account of important business on motion of
Delegate Hilliard,

Delegate

Kaster moved to table the
amendment,
The motion to table prevailed by the

following vote: 86
Present=Not Voting,
5, Appendix)

Yeas, 60
33 Not Voting,

Nayss i
(Record

Delegate Boone explained section 4(a) of
Article IX,

(Delegate Calhoun in Chair)

Delegate Murray explained Section 4(b)

of Article IX,
Delegate Mengden explalned section 4(c)
of Article IX,.

(President in Chair)

Delegate Patman offered the following

amendment to Article IX, Section 4:

Amend Section 4(a) by adding prior to
the word "majority" these wordss
"two=thirds",

The amendment was read,

pelegate Traeger moved to table the

amendment .

The motien to table prevalled by a
non=record vote,

Delegate Hanna explained section 5 of
Article IX,

pelegate Washington offered the

following amendment to Article IX, Section 5@

Amend Article IX, Section 5, as follows:
Strike ?600" and substitute "1,500",

The amendment was read,
LEAVE OF ABSENCE
Delegate Hilllard was granted leave of
absence for the remainder of today on acecount
of important business on motion of Delegate
Spurlock,

offered the following
Article 1IX,

Delegate Clower
subsitute for the amendment to
Section 5:

amend Article IX, Section 5 by striking

the number "600" on line 2 and substituting
therefor the number "5,000",

The substitute £or the amendment was
read,

Delegate Hanna moved to table the

substitute for the amendment.

The
following
Present=Not
6, Appendix)

table prevalled by the
Yeas, 57 Nays, i
32 Not Voting, (Record

motion to
vote: 90
Voting,

Delegate Spurlock offered the following
substitute for the amendment to Article IX,
Section 5%

Amend Article IX, Section 5, as follows:

In Section 5 strike "600" and
substitute "3,500",

The substitute £for the amendment was
read,

Delegate Washington moved to table the
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substitute for the amendment,

The motion to table prevalled by the
following vote: 78 Yeas, 69 Nays., 1
Present=Not Voting, 32 Not Voting, (Record

7, Appendix)

Question recurring on the amendment by
Delegate Washington, shall the amendment be
adopted?
adopted by a

The amendment then

non=record vote,

was

Delegate Traeger explained Section 6 of

Article IX,
Delegate Traeger offered the following
amendment to Article IX, Section 6%

Amend Article IX, Section 6, as follows:
In Section 6, strike "600" wherever it
appears and substitute "1,500",

The amendment was read and was adopted
by a non=record vote,
Delegate Creighton explained Section

7(a)(b) of Article IX.
(Delegate Boeck in Chair)
DELEGATE PRESENT

Delegate Gammage who had previously been

recorded as "Absent" was announced "Present",
(President in Chair)
Delegate Allen of Harris explained

Section 7(c) of Article IX,

Delegate Evans explained Section 7(d)
and (e) of Article IX.

Delegate Washington offered the
following amendment to Article IX, Section 7@

Amend Article IX, Section 7, Subsection
(b) to read as follows:

(b) Counties, cities, and towns may
provide for special districts and authorities
within thelir boundaries but only if
authorized by general law., No local law may

create a special district or authority wholly

within a county, city, or town if a general
law authorizes the county, city, or town to
c¢reate a speclal distriet or authority for

the same purpose,

The amendment was read and
by a non=record vote,

was adopted

Schwartz offered the following
Section 7

Delegate
amendment to Article IX,
Amend Article IX,

Section 7, by adding a

new sentence at the end of Section 7(d) as
follows:

No bill which would require the notice
provided for hereiln may, by Iits terms,
eliminate the necessity of such notice or in
any way alter the general law notice
requirements in existence at the time of the

introduction of such bill.

SCHWARTZ

BLYTHE
The amendment was read and adopted
by a non=record vote,

was

Delegate Washington explained Section 8

of Article IX,
Delegate Nabers offered the following
amendment to Article IX, Section 8:

Amend Article IX,
all of Section B8 and
thereof the following:

Section 8, Terms of Office, The terms
of office for elected county officials
provided for in Article IX shall be for 4

Section 8 by striking
inserting in lieu

years, All other elected officials shall be
as provided by law or charter,
NABERS
BLANCHARD
The amendment was read,
LEAVES OF ABSENCE
Delegate Vick was granted leave of

absence for the remainder of today on account
of Iimportant business on motion of Delegate
Tupper,

Delegate Rodriguez was granted leave of
absence for the remainder of today on account

of important business on motion of Delegate
Harris of Galveston,

Delegate Miller was dgranted leave of
absence for the remainder of today on account
of important business on motion of Delegate
Harris of Galveston,

Delegate Kaster moved to table the
amendment ,

The motion to table was lost by the
following vote: 69 Yeas, 77 Nays, 1
Present=Not Voting, (Record

33 Not Voting,
8, Appendix) 2

Question recurring on the adoption of
the amendment, shall the amendment be
adopted?

The amendment was adopted by the
following vote: 90 Yeas, 53 Navs, 1
Present=Not Voting, 36 Not Voting, (Record

9, Appendix)
(Delegate Garcila in Chair)

. Delegate Allred explalned Section 9 of
Article IX,

Delegate
of Article IX,

Hutchison explained Section 10

(President in Chair)

the
Section

Washington offered
Article IX,

Delegate
following amendment to
10¢

Amend Article IX,
(h) to read as follows:
(h) Ad valorem taxes levied by

Section 10, Subsection

specilal
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districts and authorities, school districts

and junior and community college districts
shall not be counted as part of the ad
valorem tax limits imposed on counties,

cities, and towns by this sectlon,
The amendment was read,

on motion of Delegate Washington and by

unanimous _consent, the amendment was
withdrawn,
Delegate Caldwell offered the following

amendment to Article IX, Section 10:
Amend Article IX by striking Section 10,
The amendment was read,

Question: Shall the amendment be

adopted?
UNANIMOUS CONSENT TO RECORD VOTE

The following delegates requested
unanimous consent to be recorded as voting on
the following record votes, There Wwas no
objection:

Delegate Allred reguested to be recorded
as voting "Nay" on Record Vote 5,

Delegate Clark reguested to be recorded
as voting "Yea" on Record Vote 5,

Delegate Clayton requested to be
recorded as voting "Nay" on Record Vote 8,

Delegate Cole requested to be recorded
as voting "Yea" on Record Votes 2, 4 and 6.

Delegate Cole requested to be recorded
as voting "Nay" on Record Votes 3, 5 and 7,

Delegate Geliger requested to be recorded
as voting "Yea" on Record Vote 5.

Delegate Hernandez requested to be
recorded as voting "Nay" on Record Vote 2,

Delegate Hoestenbach requested to be
recorded as voting "Yea" on Record Vote 7.

Delegate Kubiak reguested to be recorded
as voting "Nay" on Record Vote 8,

Delegate Meler requested to be recorded
as voting "Nay" on Record Vote 8,

Delegate Scoggins requested to be
recorded as voting "Yea" on Record Vote 5,

Delegate Tupper requested to be recorded
as voting "Yea" on Record Vote 6,

Delegate Whitmire requested to be
recorded as voting "Nay" on Record Votes 2
and 3,

Delegate Whitmire requested to be

recorded as voting "Yea" on Record Votes 4

and 5,

RECESS

on motion of Delegates Bock, Snelson and
Poerner the Convention at 1:34 o'clock p,.m,
took recess in memory of Raymond A, Bartram,
former member of the House of Representatives
unti{l 2:00 o'clock p.m, Monday, April 1.
1974,
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