




























































































(1) to make a start at improving the very real air quality problems inm louston
and Harris County which are continually being exacerbated by industrial
growth and population increases along the Gulf Coast

(2) to avoid the sanctions mandated by the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1977
which could result in restrictions on further permits for sources and a
cut=-off of various federal funded programs.

The League urges you to vote this bill out of committee favorably for full Senate
debate, We believe it is in the best interest of all Texans to give the Department
of Public Safety and the Texas Air Control Board the authority to develop an /M
program in areas of our state requiring it.

Thank you for the opportuniéy to present the League's comments in support of this
bill,

Diana Clark Meg Titus
Pregident Alr Associate Director

































TO: Members of the Committee on State Affidairs
RE: HB 1366 Polk

The League of Women Voters of Texas supports HB 1366 by Representative Polk
which amends the Texas Housing Agency Act to enable it to provide loans for
solar energy equipment and installations,

The League believes that we cannot continue our recent energy growth rate
without serious consequences., We feel great emphases should be placed on
conservation with increased reliance on solar and other renegable energy
sources,

The major barriers to a solar transition in Texas are the amount of initial
capital required for installing solar devices and the fact that Texas has

no major incentives such as an income tax credit to offer., Therefore, it
becomes very mmportant in some way, to assist owners who are inclined to use
solar energy but unable to cope with its first cost. The League belives

HB 1366, by providing loan funds at this critical point, could be of valuable
assistance to the development of solar energy use in Texas.

We encourage you to support HB 1366

Isabel Miller
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March 23, 1981

T0: The lswe Comzittee on Environmental Affairs

RE: HR 53 (M-opeict) Interim Stvdy of Deep Well Injection of Hazardous
Vantes

I am Mar~v NRone arnegkine for the Lescone of Women Voters. We would like to
foTme Tt e satsee 10r ity excellent report on hazardous waste disposal
prepares fo~ this cession of the leglslature,

A sted) of (o-v - " injection, as promosed by HR 53, would be a logical
certdnvelicn ¢l the eromittecs® effortm to assure safe d!snosal of the
increacing v-lume of toxic wastes generated in Texas.

De:p well dn : “dicn ic the method vsed to dirpose of mos* bazardous waste

in Tercs, wi*h more than 45 million tons being injected cach year. A recent

EI’ dnv-ntory of wells used for deep inmlection of hazardous waste shows that

Texas has far ~ore wells of this kind than any other state. Of the 384 wells
in the nationm, 124 are in Texas ~ alwost 1/3 of the total number.

Some states rrohibit this method of hazardous waste disposal., Some Texaus
also heve coacerme about ite safety. Little information about the deep
wells ™a% (.- 2e of hazardous waste in Texas is readily available, An
interi~ sfudy would inform both the public and the next legislature about
this method ¢f disposal and the adequacy of state laws and regulations to
protect the public and the states® water resources, We, therefore, urge that
you recomrend passsge of HR 53,






March 23, 1981

TO: The I'suse Comsittee on Eavironmental Affairs

RE: HR 53 {(%eune’dct) Interdm Study of Deep Well Injection of Hazardous
Wantes

% am Nar~v P-one sne=agking for the Lescue of Women Voters. We would like to
Aemmes T T grTikiee 1or 1ta excellent report on hazardous waste disposal
prepared fo- this gesaion of the leglslature.

A stud;‘rfaﬁf*# «2"1 injection, as pronosed by HR 53, would be a 1osica1-
cortinuve’ lca ¢ the committecs' efforis to sssure safe diasnosal of the
increacing v~lume of toxic wastes generated in Texas, '

Decp well in ¢ “dcn i the method used to dispose of mos” hazardous waste

in Texesz, wirh more than 45 million tons being injected each yaar. A recent

EF* inventory of wellas used for deep injection of hazardous waste shows that

Texas has far rore wells of this kind than any other state. Of the 384 wells
in the nation, 124 are in Texas - almost 1/3 of the total number.

Some states prohibit this method of hazardous waste disposal. Some Texans
also heve concems about ite safety. Little information about the deep

wells that d/~~ 0e of hazardous waste in Texas is readily available, An
interin study would inform both the public and the next legislature about
this method of disposal and the adequacy of state laws and regulations to
protect the public and the states' water resources. We, therefore, urge that
you recomrouc passage of HR 53,



March 23, 1981

TO; The House Committge-on Environmental Affairs

RE: HR 53 (Benedict) Interim Study of Deep Well Injaction of Hazardous
Wastes

I am Nancy Bene speaking for the League of Women Voters. We would like to
comuend this committee for its excellent report on hazardous waste disposal
prepared for this session of the legislature.

A study of deep well imjection, as proposed by HR 53, would be a8 logical
continuation of the committees® efforts to assure safe disposal of the
" increasing volume of toxic wastes generated in Texas,

Deep well injection is the method used to dispose of most hazardous waste

in Texas, with more than 45 million tons being injected each year. A recent

EPA inventory of wells used for deep injectiom of hazardous waste shows that

Texas has far more wells of this kind than any other state. Of the 384 wells
in the nation, 124 are in Texas - alwmost 1/3 of the total number,

Some states prohibit this method of hazardous waste disposal, Some Texans
also have concemns gbout its safety. Little information about the deep
wells that dispose of hazardous waste in Texas 1s readily available, An
interim study would inform both the public and the next legislature about
this method of disposal and the adequacy of state laws and regulations to
protect the public and the states' water Tesources. We, therefore, urge that
you recommend passage of HR 53,






























Section 4, Subsection (e)(4) of the Act concerns public hearings on permits
for waste facilities. Because of the very large number of permits that will be
issued over the next several years, we support the amendment proposed by HB 1407
deleting the requirement that a hearing be held on each permit application. This
provision will save the state agencies considerable staff time and money. We do,
however, suggest the addition of a requirement that a hearing be held on each per-
mit for an off-site disposal facility accepting Class I industrial wastes, a much
smaller number of permits. A provision should also be added requiring that each
hearing be held in the county where the facility would be located.

Section 4, Subsection (f)(1l) applies to "on-site" facilities. We support
the amendment proposed by HB 402 defining such facilities as being located "at
or adjacent to the site of the plant or operation which is the source of the
industrial solid waste." The existing definition includes facilities within
50 miles of the plant or operation and provides a loophole in the waste management
program that should be closed.

We also support HB 402's amendment to Subsection (f)(2) requiring that
remedial action necessary to protect the health and environment be included
as a condition of permits for "on-site" facilities where past management has
been inadequate.

A new Subsection (g) is added by HB 1407, requiring programs for the training
and certification of waste technicians. This is a very significant step forward
to safer and more efficient waste management, and we urge its adoption.

We also support HB 402's addition of a new subsection of Section 4 that would
require a memorandum of understanding among the three state waste management
agencies, defining their respective responsibilities.

Provisions should also be added to Section 4 prohibiting the location of
new off-site facilities for storage or disposal of Class I industrial waste
in a 100-year flood plain or an area that provides recharge to groundwater
used as a source of drinking water.

The penalty provisions included in HB 1407 as amendments to Section 8 'are
essential if the state is to receive final delegation of authority to implement
the federal regulatory program, and we strongly recommend that they be adopted.

HB 402 proposes a new Section 10 pertaining to the reduction and recycling
of wastes. Reduction and recycling can preserve valuable resources and should
be a high priority of the state waste management program. We urge that this
provision be included in the Act.

Thank you for the opportunity to present our views on proposals for the
Texas Waste Management Act.
























March 11, 1981

‘ TO: Members of the Senate Committee on Natural Resources

RE: SB 281 Mengden

The League of Women Voters of Texas SUPPORTS SB 281 by Senator
Mengden, which establishes thermal and lighting atandards for buildings.

The League has been actively involved with implementing the
Federal Energy Production and Conservation Act since its passage in
1976 and views this proposed leégislation as a necessary next step in
achieving energy-conservation goals for Texas, With current problems
relating to foreign oill supplies and nuclear energy, every conserva-
tion possibility becomes increasingly important,

Approximately one~third of our annual energy consumption is used
to provide heating, co®ling, and lighting in buildings., Almost half
of this could be saved without altering comfort or convenience, Build-
ings built without concern for this saving will waste millions of
dollars worth of energy in their lifetimes. But the persons who design
and construct buildings seldom are the ones who pay their utility costs,
and they often lack adequate incentive to produce energy-efficient struc-
tures, The League feels that thermal and lighting standards are essen-
tial to an effective conservation program,

Developing performance standards in addition to prescriptive stand-
ards provides flexibility as it encourages innovation in design in
solving energy-conservation goals for building,

We strongly encourage your support of SB 281,

Diana Clark Isabel Miller:
President Energy Director


















March 10, 1981

TO0: The House Committee on Elections
RE: HB 183 (Hudson)

The League of Women Voters of Texas, long a proponent of improved
procedures for registration of voters in Texas and for measures to
insure every citizen's right to vote, SUPPORT HB 183 by Hudson,

Since the institution of mailing registration certificates as non=-
forwardable mail, many people (particularly those who change their
address) do not realize that they are not registered until election
day. Although the League, as well as election officials, recognizes
this to be the responsibility of the citizen, the fact is that the
majority of the people do not check to be certain that their regis-
tration certificates are up-to-date until the day of the elctiom.

The League of Women Voters of Texas urges you to consider HB 183
favorably.

Diana Clark Jeanette Davis
- President Director of Government

































































































































League of Women Voters of Texas
1212 Guadalupe Suite 109 ¢ Austin, Texas 78701 ¢ Tel. 512,/472-1100

February 4, 1981

TO THE NATURAL RESOURCE COMMITTEE

RELATIVE TO: SB8 280

In the nationwide effort to lessen dependence on foreign oil
and shift to reliance on domestic energy sources, the LWV-T feels
conservation is of paramount importance. It can more than shave the
peak off the mountain we have to conquer,

The savings of Texas taxpayers resulting from well considered
conservation measures installed in government bulldings will increase
every year as the cost of energy rises. The sconer the renovation is
undertaken, the less will be its cost, the quicker its payoff.

Congervation is often linked in the public mind with discomfort
and stinginess rather than with efficiency. It is a businesslike way
of achieving equal comfort with less outlay; but it has been slow to
gain prestige., The state can by example demonstrate to its citizens
the wisdom and effectiveness of conservation if this bill is passed.

We support SB 280,

Isabel Miller
Energy Chairman



Isabel Miller SB 280

Relative to SB 280: 1In the nation wide effort to lesson dependence on

foreign oil and shift to reliance on domestic energy sources, the
LVW-T feels conservation is of paramount importance. It can more than

shave the peak off the mountain we have to conquer.

The savings of Texas tax payers resulting from well considered conser-
vation measures installed in government buildings will incrdase every

year as the cost of energy rise§ The sooner the renovation is undertaken,
the less will be its cost, the quickﬁﬁats payoff.
Conservation is often IiKéd linked in the public mind with discomfort

and niggeredlyness rather than with efficiency. It is a businesslike waf of
achieving equal comfort with less dutlay; but it has been sdow to gain

prestige, The state can by example demonstrate to its citizens the wisdom
and effectiveness of conservation if this bill is passed.

We support SB 280



























Mr. Chairman and members of the Finance Committee. We

appreciate the opportunity to be here. I am Nancy Bene, speaking for

the League of Women





