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HIS animal, even when examined with

minute attention, has the appearance of a
degenerated horfe.  The exat fimilarity in the
frucure of the brain, lungs, ftomach, inteflinal
canal, heart, liver, and other vifcera, and the
great refemblance of the body, legs, feet, and
whole {keleton, feem to fupport this opinion.
The fligh differences which take place between
thefe two animals may be attributed to the long
continued influence of climate and food, and to
a fortuitous fucceffion of many gencrations of
fmall wild horfee, who, by gradually degenerat-
ng, at lat produced a new and permanent fpe-
cies, or rather a race of fimilar individuals,
marked with the fame ddldf, and differing fo
widely from the genuine horfe, as to be regard-
ed as conflituting a new fpeci The greater
varicty of the colour of horfes than of affes ap-

pears to favour this idea: This circumfiance

fhows that the former have been longer in a do-

sceth in cach v e
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meftc flate 3 or the colour of all domefiic ani.
mals varies much more than that of wild ones
of the fame fpecies. - Befides, the wild. horfog
mentioned by travellers are generally fiall, and
have, like the afs, gray hair, and a naked tai,
tufted at the extremity.  Some wild, as wel aq
domeftic borfes, have likewife a black line on.
the back, and other characers which make them
nearly approach o the afs.

Onthe other hand, if we attend to the differ-
ences of temperament, - difpolitions,  manners,
and, in a word, of the general refult of the or-
ganization of thefe two animals, particularly the
impoffibility of their commixture, o as to form
a common, o even an intermediate fpecics, ca=
pable of procreating, the opinion, that they wére
ariginally diftin€t fpecies, equally removed from
each other as at prefent, will appear to be the
moft probable.  The afs, befides, differs mate-
sially from the horfe, in fiallnefs of Rature,
thicknefs of the head, length of the ears, har
nefs of the fkin, nakednefs of the tail, the form
of the buttacks, and the dimenfions of the ad~
jacent parts, the voice, the appetite, the maner
of drinking, &c. Is it poffible that animals fo
efientially different, fhould fpring from the fame
original flock ? Are they, to ufe the language of
somenclators¥, of the fame family > O rather,

* Equus cauda undique fetofa, the horfe; equus cat

tremitate fetofa, cruce nigra fopra humeros, the afe.
Nat. Clafl. 1, ord. 6.
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are they not, and have they not always been,
iftinet animals ? ;
dlﬂ;’:flto?nphcrs will perceive the extent, the dif-
ficultes, and the importance of this queftion,
which we fhall here difcufs, only becanfe it for
the firt time occurs. It relates to the produc-
dion of beings, and, for its illuftration, requires
that ‘we fhould confider Nature under a new
poiat of view. If, from the immenfe number
T ehimathd beingawhich poopls the univerfe, we
felect a fingle animal, o even the human body,
as a flandard, and compare all other organized
beings with it, we fhall find that each enjors
independent exiftence, and that the ‘\\hufc are
diflinguithed by an almof infnite varicty of gra-
dations, There exifts, at the fame time, a s
amitive and general defign, which may be tace
(0 a great diftance, and whofe degradations are
il loeer than thofe of figure o ofher exter~
nal relations: For, ot to mention the organs
of digeflion, of circulation, or of generation,
without which animals could neither fubfift o
reproduce, there is, even among the e
contribute moft o varicty in external form, fuch
an amazing refemblance as neceffarily g
the idea of an original plan upon which the
whole has been conceived and exceuted. When,
uting the body of 2
dely from that

for example, the parts conft

vhi ems to differ fo w

horfe, which feems > wid

of man, are compared in detail with the human

iy cing frock vathy thet differs
of being ftruck with d

ence,

frame, ‘inflea
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ence, we are aftoifhed at the fingulzr ang g1
moft perfect refemblance.  In a word, (gp the
fkeleton of a man, incline the bones of the pel-
vis, fhorten thofe of the thighs, legs, ang arms,
lengthen the bones of the feet and hands, join
the phalanges of the fingers and tocs, lengthen
the jaws by fhortening the frontal boe, and,
lafll, extend the fpine of the back : this frolo.
ton would no longer reprefent that of man,
but would be the fkeleton of a horfe for, by
lengthening the back-bone and the jauws, s
number of vertebrz, ribs, and teeth, would like-
wile be augmented 5 and itis oaly by, the pum.
ber of thefe bones, which may be regarded as
accellory, and by the prolonging, contrating,
or jundtion of others, that the fkeleton of o
horfe differs from the fkeleton of a man. But,
{0 trace thefe relations more minutely, let uy
esamine feparately fome parts which are effontial
to the figure of animals, as the ribs : Thefe we
find in man, in all quadrupeds, in birds, in fithes,
and the vefliges of them are apparent even i
the fhell of the turtle: let us next confider, that
the foot of a horfe, fo feemingly different from
the hand of a man, is, however, compofed of
the fime bones, and that, at the extremity of
ech finger, we have the fame fmall bone, re
fembling a horfe-fhoe, which bounds the foot of
st avimal. - From thefe fadls we may judge,
whether this hidden refemblance is not more
wonderful than the apparent differences; whe.

VOL. 111, (8 ther
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+ conflant uniformity of defign, to be

her s O e 10 quadrupeds, from quadru-
MEEE P s anlinal, feoumythe cta-
sl S reptl
oo AR S e, e in which the effea
e gemtienitalor SO OR e
Gl e O are always included, does notin-
the fenfes, &cc. are al ich ot o
and, atthe fame

s, employed only one i -
o hed it in cvery polfible manner, to

portunity of admiring equally
D the excoution  and e

mals, employ
time, diverfified
give men an o
the magnifice L
icity of the defign? :
i L SR e sl s, but
Qepuer quadrapeds, and every fpecies
be confidered as. one: family.
we warranted to conclude,
e e sasranted 0 conclu
h eat and numerous family, \\nlxch
in this great and , i
B it cxillance, by, the Alnighy
e O e lefe familics conceived by Nec
e ime, f which fome
and produced by ime, of which fone
e only confift of two individuals, a
o hets, of feveral individuals, a8
o

et, the mart

man, monkeys,
of animal, may be
But from thi

alone, there are

horfe and afs, :

e i i e

at the fame time, that, among vege-

e families confifting of ten, twenty,
e famili

the pole-c:
and,

hefe £

 be produced by

_riation and degen

v varation and degenersion

imary fpecies : and if it be once .,Jn:‘.trei,

o primary fpecies : b
e ate. fumilics among plans and

that th T
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mals, that the afs belongs to g6 family of the
horfe, and differs from him only by degenera.
tion; with equal propriety may it be concluded,
that the monkey belongs 1o (he family of man;
that the monkey is aman degenerated ; that man
and the monkey have fprung from 5 common
ftock, like the horfe and afs 5 that each family,
cither among animals or vegetables, has beep
derived from the fume origin; and epen that all
animated beings have procecded from 5 fingle
fpecies, which, in the courfe of ages, fs pro=
duced, by improving and degenerating, 4} the
different races that now exift,

Thofe naturalifts who, on fuch flight founda-.
tions, have eftablifhed families among animals
and vegetables, feem not to haye confidered,
that, if their dodirine were true, it would reduce
the produ@ of the creation to any affignable
mumber of individuals, however finall ; i
it were proved, that animals and vegetables were
really diftributed into families, or even that a
fingle fpecies was ever produced by the degene-
nation of another, that the afs, for inftance,
Jras only a degenerated horfe, no bounds eoulg
be fixed to the powers of Nature: She might,
with equal reafon, be fuppofed to have boen able,
in the courfe of time, to produce, from a fingle
individual, all the organizéd bodies in the unj-
verfe,

But this is by no means a proper reprefenta-
ton of Nature. . We are affured by the autho-

scz tity
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i (eltion, that all asimals have partict
e ef the favours of création; that
B ot et b e rideal )
e e Almighty’s and weonghtto beléle
o thelr defeen-
e Mt orclent,  Befides, fince Nature
s i stnon, ok he days o
B appeard, nowianding the rpid move
ments which break down and diffpate the pars
of mater, norwithflanding the infite vry
of combinations which muft have tsken phs
during thefe enty_centurics, notwitilanding
e fortuitous or forced commixtures between
b Is of different fpecies, from which nothing
B radced bt barren and vidated individuls
B P by incapable of tranfmitting their monfirous
ety A external of in-
tetmal refemblances of particular animals, there-
fore, il greater than they are between e
Tore and afs, they hould not lead us to’ eon
fouud tefe somal, o (o allign them » com
mon origin. For, if they aQually proceede
Srom the fame fock, we fhoud be enbld
bring them back. to.their primitive fate, an
s, with time, defiroy the fuppofed operations
O L hould likewife be confdered, that, g
Nature proceds with gradual, and ot impe
ceptible fleps ; yet the intervals or marks o .
dnction are ot always equal. The more
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niied the’ fpecies, they are always the lefs nu.
merous, and feparated by more. confpicumns
fhades. The diminutive foccics, on the son.
sy, are very numerous, and make nesrer g
proaches towards each other. TFor this reafon,
weare ofien tempted 10 eree® them into fafine
But it thould never be for

; gotten, that thefe fae
milies are of our own’creation ; that we have
contrived them to eafe our memorics, and to aid
our imagination; thas, if we cannot comprehend
the real relations of all beings, it is our ouy
fault, not that of Nature, who knows none of
thofe fpurious families, and contains, in facr
nothing but individual ¢
An individual is

afolitary, a detached being,
and has nothing

in common with other beings
except that it refembles, or rather differs fress
them. All the fin individuals which exift
on the furfice of the earth, are regarded as
Itis
nor  the kollec-
but the conftant fuc-
ceflion and ru\o\xmuu‘ of thefe indi\'id\m]ﬁ,
which conflitute the fpecies. ~ A being, whofe
duration was perpetual, would not make a fpe-
dies.. Species, then, is an abllract and general
erm, the meaning of wi

compofing the fpecics of thefe individugls,
er, however, the numbe
tion of fimilar individuals,

hich can only be appre-
ring Nature in the fucceffion
of time, and in the conftant deftruction and re-
novation of beings.

individuals with thof

hended by confic

It is by comparing prefent
¢ which are paft, that we

ccy acquire
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acquire a clear idea of fpecies  for a comparifon
of the number or fimilarity of individuals is an
accelfory idea only, and often independent of the
fixft: The afs refembles the hotfe more than the
fpaniel does the greyhound; and yet the latter
SR es, becaufe they produce
fertile individuals; but, as the borfe and afs pro-
duce only. unfertile 2nd vitiated individuals, they
are evidently of different fpecies.
ara@eriftic diverfities of fpecies,
therefore, that the intervals in the fhades of Na«
ture are moft confpicuonlly marked. We may
m, that thefe intervals between differ=
ent fpecies are the moft equal and conftant,
fince we can draw a line of feparation between
two fpecies, that is, between two fucceffions of
individuals who reproduce, but cannot mix;
and fince we cannot alfo unite into one fpecies
two fucceffions of individuals who reproduce by
mixing. This is the moft fixed and determined
point in the hiftory of Nature.  All other fimi
Tarities and differences which can be found in
the comparifon of beings, are neither fo real nor
fo conftant.  Thefe intervals are the only lines
of feparation which fhall be followed in this
work.  We fhall introduce no artificial or arbi-
Every fpecies, every fucceffion
ndivid > reproduce and cannot mis,
fhall be confidered and treated feparately ; and
¢ fhall employ no other families, genera, ot~
ders, and clafles, than what are exhibited by
Nature herfelfy

Speci
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Species being thus limited to a conflant fuee
ceffion of individuals endowed with the power
of reproduction;it is obvious that this term oughe
never t0 be extended beyond animals and vege=
tables, and that thofe nomenclators who hase
employed it to dift ith the different kinds of
minerals, have abuf: ndconfoundedideas,
We fhould not, theref, confider iron as one
fpecics, and lead as another fpecies: They ought
only to be regarded as two different metals, and
fhould be diftinguifhed by lines of feparation

erent from thofe employed in the dif

f animals or vegetables,

But to return to the degeneration of betngs,
and particularly to that of animals, Let us ex-
amine more clofely the proceedings of Nature in
the varieties fhe offers to our confideration: And
as we are beft acquainted with the human fpe.

es, let us obferve how far the varieties of it
extend.  Among men, all the gradatians of co-

lour, from black to v re exhibited : They
1

likewife differ, by one half, in height of ftature,
thicknefs, flrength, fiifinefs, &c. But their
mind is always the fame. This latter quality,
however, belongs not to matter, and ought not
tobe treated of in this place. The others are
the common variations of Nature cffected by the
influence of climate and of food. But thefe dif-

ferences in colour and dimenfions prevent not
the Negro and White
gonian, the giant and ds
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ther and producing fertle individuls 3 and,
confequently, thefe men, {0 difierent in appear-
ance, are all of one fpecies, becaufe this uniform
zeprodudtion s the very circumfance which con..
fltutes difline fpecies.  Befide thefe. geneal
varieties, thee are others of a more partcular
nature and yet il not 10 be perpetvateds; a3
the cormous legs of the race of 1. Thamat n
the ifland of Ceylon *;  the red cyes and white
hair of the Dariens and Chacrelas; ‘hvvu fix fin-
gers and toes pecular 10 ceran anilis f, &,
Thefe fingular varictes are idental redure
dancies o defedts, which, originating from fome
individuals, are propagated from generation to
generation, like hereditary difeafes. But they
ought no o be regarded ss confitring parc
cular fpecies 3 fince  thefe uncommon aces of
men with grofs limbs, or with fix ﬁn{:;i\‘, are
capable of mixing and of producing fertile in-
dividuals: The fame remark is appl

other deformities which are communi

res children.

P s fur anly the errors of Nature and the
varieties among men extend. I there are i
viduals who degenerate fill farther, they pro-
duce nothing, and change not the conftancy and
unity of the fpecies. Hence man conftitutes

cious,
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cious, and irregular in its adlions ; yet all the
diverfities in movement, food, climate, and other
combinations which may be conceived, have nop
produced beings fo different from each other as
to conflitute new fpecies, and, at the fme time,
fo fimilar to ourfelves as to be confidered a5 o
longing to us.

If the Negro and the White could not
gate; or if their producions remained
they would form two diftinc fpecies ; the Negro
would be (0 man what the afs s 1o the horfo,
or, rather, if the White were man, the Negro
would be a feparate animal, like the monkey ;
and we would be entitled to pronounce that e
White and the Negro had not a con
But this fappofition s contradi€led by
ence;, for, asall the varieties of men are capable
of mixing together, and of tranfimitting the kind,
they muft necefTarily have fprung from the fane
ftock or family.

409

Propa-
barren,

A flight difparity of temperar
accidental defec in the o,
will render two individ

ent, or fome
gans of generation,
uals of the fame fpecies
barren. A certain degree of conformity in the
ftruture of the body, and in the organs of ge-
neration,  will enable two animals, of different
fpecies, to produce individuals, fimilar to none
of the parents, refembling nothing f

manent; and, thercfore, incapable of p

oducing.
Bur, what an amazing n

umber of combinations
ae included in the fuppofition, that two ani.

mals,
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mals, 2 maleand afemale, of a particular fpe~
cies, thould degenerate fo ‘much as to form a
new fpecies, and to lofe the faculty of producing
with any other of the kind but themfelves? Ttis
fill more incredible that the offspring of fuch
degenerated creatures fhould follow exadlly the
fame laws which are obferved in the procreation
of perfeét an Yor a degenerated animal is
a vitiated produdion; 1d an origin
that is vitiated, depraved, and defedtive, cons
fiitute a new ftock, and not only give rife to a
fucceffion of permanent and diftinét beings, but
even to produce them in the fame manner, and
according to the fame laws which regulate the
propagation of animals whofe race is pure and
uncorrupted?

Though, thercfore, we cannot demonftrate,
that the formation of a new fpecies, by means
of degeneration, exceeds the powers of Natures
yet the number of improbabilities attending fuch
a fuppofition, renders it totally incredible
if one fpecies could be produced by the degene=
ration of another, if the afs a&: originated
from the horfe, this metamorphofis could only
have been effected by a long fucceffion of almoft
imperceptible degrees. Between the horfe and
af, there muft have been many intermediate ani=
mals, the firft of which would gradually recede
from the nature and qualities of the horfe, and
the laft would make equal advances to thefe of the
als.. What is become of thefe intermediate be=
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ings? Why are their reprefentatives and defsen
dants now extinguithed ? Why houl
extremcs alone exift?

We may, therefore, without heftation, pros
nounce the afs to be an 4/, and not o de’gl:ne-
rated horfe, a horfe with a naked tail, Th afs
is not a marvellous production.  He is neither
an intruder nor a baftard.  Like all other anie
mals, his family, his fpecies, and his rank, are
afierained and_ peculiar to himfelf, - His hlood
is pure and untainted: And, though his race be
lefs noble and illuftrious, it is equally
and as ancient as that of the horfe, -

d the two

unalloyed,
Why, then,
fhould an animal fo good, fo patient, fu)[emp:-’

and o ufeful, be treated with the moft for
vereign contempt > Do men defpife, even in the
brute-creation, thofe who ferve them beft; and

at the leaft expence? The horfe we. educate

attend, infiru@, and
hile the poor afs, abandoned

lity of the meanet' fervants, or to

e malicious abufe of. children, inflead ‘of ac-
quiring, is rendered more ftupid and indocile
by the education he receives.  If he had not 3
great flock of good qualities, they would necefe
farily be obliterated by the manuer in which he
is treated.  He is the fport and paftime of
rullcs, who conduc him with a rod, who beat,
overload, and abufe him, without precaution or
management.  We  confider not, that, if the
borfe had no exiftence, the afs, both in himfelf
#1d with regard to us, would be the firft, hand=
fomelt,
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fomeft, moft beautiful, ing;
animal in the creatior holds, howev
only the fecond, inft
for that reafon, he is neg and defpifed.,
is comparifon alone that degrades him. We
view and judge of e is, but in come
parifon with horfe.  We forget that he i
an afs, that he has all the qualitics and endow
ments peculiar to his fpecies; and we contem=
plate the figure and qualities of the horfe, which
the afs neither has, nor ought to pofiefs

In his difpofition, the afs is equally humble,
patient, and tranquil, as the horfe s proud, ar
dent, and impetuous. Chaftifement and blows
he endures with conftancy, and perhaps with
courage. He is temperate both as to the quan-
ity and quality of his food. He cats content-
edly the hardelt and moft difagreeable herbage,
which the horfe and other animals pas by and
difdain.  With regard to water, he is extremely
nice. He drinks only from the cleareft brooks
he can find.  In drinking, he is cqually mode-
rate as in cating.  He never finks his nofe in

the water, being afraid, as has been alledged, of

: " i o
grafs, among thiflles or ferns. ut gyying
any regard to the load he carries, hie lies down and
rolls as often as he c:
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never wallows, like the horfe, in the mie or i
water. He is cven. afisid of weting. s for
and trns off the road to-av0id 3 pudile, 1yt
lege are alfo drier and.eleaner than thofe of sy
horfe. . He is £o fufceptible of education, a5 tq
be fometimes exhibited in public fheurs £,

“The afs, when young, is gay, handiome, nim.
bl and even graceful. Bur, whether from g
or maletreatment, he foon. Iofes. thefe. qualic,
and becomes fluggifh, untractable, and fubbory.
He diftovers no ardour butin Tove, . When e
der the influence of this paffion,

heis fo furious
that nothing can reftra 4

2 him 5 and, by exceffive
dies foon after gratifi-
: s Tifes to a degree of ‘mad-
his attachment to hi

, he fometimes

love
progeny is likewife
e We are told by Pliny, that, whea the
young is feparated from the mother, fhe wif
pafs through flames to rejoin ir,
monly abufed, the afs
his mafter, whom he

Though com-
has a_great affe@ion for
is mat feents at a diftance, and
diflinguithes him from every other perfon, . 11s
knows likewife the places swhere bis mafee poty
o, and the roads which he feguents Hlip eges
ate exceedingly good; his fenf of fmeling gy
adnirable, elpecially when in quett of a fencle
His ear is ex cellent, which has contributed ll;
make him be ranked among the timid animal,
who are all fiid to have long ears :

) , y and acute
hesting. - When oppreffed with too g

reat a load,
* Aldtovand. de Quadruped. Sofidiped, ib. 1, p, 505,
he
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covers his uneafinefs by inclining his head

‘When  tormented by

¢, he opens his mouth and draws back his

a moft difagreeable manner, which gives

bim an air of feorn and derifion.  If his eyes be

covered, he ftands y ftill ; and, when
lying on one fide, if th

ground, and the other be covered with a flone

or any other opaque body, he will continue in

that fituation, without ma

ife. He walks, tro

movements are flower and

Though he can run when

with confiderable fwiftnefs, he

ly for a fhort time; and,

affumes, if puthed hard, he is

; but the afs br

ry loud, long,

of difcords alter~
feldom by but

ng than

clded, the afs brays

nd, though he makes the

fame efforts and the fa s of the throat,
yet the found reaches to no great diftance.

d is leaft infefted with

Jlice or othe i s ving to

the fuperior hardnefs and drinefs of his fkin.

For
1
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Tor the fame reafon, heis lefs fenfible to gue
whip, or the flinging of flies, than the horfe,
At the age of two years and o half, the fiuft
middle cutting teeth fall out, and. the others on
each fidefoon follow. They are replaced in the
fame time and in the fame order as thofe of thy
horfe. - The age of the af is alfo diftinguifhabl
as in the horfe, by the fame marks in the teeth,
The afs, when two years and a_half old, i
capable of procreating. The female is fill mope
ealy, and equally lafcivious, which Laft o of.
figned as the reafon for her wane of fecundity.
She rejects the caufe of conception, unlefs the g
dour of her defire be reprefled by blows, Wighe
out chis precation, fhe is feldom impregnated,
The ordinary feafon of love is the months of
May and June. When pregnant, fhe foon
becomes cool; and, in the eighth month, the
milk appears in her paps. In the twelfth month
the brings forth; and folid maffes are often
found in the liquor of the amnios, fimilar to the
hippomanes of the foal. = Seven days after delia
very, her ardour returns, and fhe is in a condition
to receive the male,  Thus the female afs may
be fiid t0 be capable of perpetually nourifhing
and engendering.  She produces but one colt;
and there are very fe mples of her bring-
ing forth two At the end of five or
fix months, the colt be weaned, cfpecially
the mother be nt, to enable her to
afford proper nourifhment to the foetys, The
Jack-
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jack-afs thould be chofen from the largeft and
firongeft of his fpecics. He fhould be at leaft
three years of age, and fhould never exceed ten,
He fhould have long limbs, a firong body, an
ed and fmall head, vivacious eyes, large
ils and cheft, flethy loins, broad ribs, flac

eleva
nol

buttocks, a fhort tail, and fhining foft hair of a

deep gray colour.
The afs, like the horfe, takes three or four
years before he arrives at full maturity 5 and, of
courfe, he lives to the age of 25 or 30.years.
The females are faid to live longer than the
males. But this circumftance is probably owing
to the females being often pregnant, and more
humanely. treated; while the males are perpe-
tually perfecuted with blows and exceffive la-
bour. -They fleep lefs than the horfe, and never
Tie down to fleep but after vaft fatigue. The
afs lives longer than the flallion. The ar-

of the former increafes with his years;

and, in general, the health of this animal is
more permanent and cftablifhed than that of the
lefs delicate, and fubjeét to

ients mention

races, as well as of
known ; be-

It cannot, how-
ever,
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ever, admit of a doubt, that they all offgiy
from warm clmates.  Ariflotle affures g2 g
in bis e, there were no aflés in Seyriy.
other northern nations, nor even in Feanes. g
dlimate of which, he remarks, was 105 sour.
He adds, that cold climates cither renges g’
barren, o make them degenerate, which 1s (..
resfon why they are finall and feell i T e
Tiracia, and Epirus.  They are Qll o o prrre
though they have been long maturglised, ]
though, within thefe o  thoufind yesse, g
cold of the climate his been greatly dimigigcy
by the cutting down of vaft forefs, s
draining of marfhes. But it is more céxrain !;zw
they have not long refided in Sweden and :;m::
orthern countriest.  They gppear to. s
come originally from Arabia, and to have pafieg
from Arabia to Egypt, from Egypt o Ghoes,
from Greece to Ttaly, from Taly to France. cot
fromthence to Germany, Briain, Sweden, & 5
for it ‘3 a known fa@, that they are \\‘c.l’k :m'd,
Il i propotion 1 th coldnif o dhe s
This migration appears to be v

:v}: the relations of travellers. f:]xnlgilil[:?}l:rx“;f:!
“That there are two kinds of alles in, Pegpy’
¢ oncof which is low and heavy, and ufed cnpe

:_m rtying burdens; the other race come
from Arabia, and are the handfomeft and line!;
* De Generac. Ani
+ Linnsi Faun, Suee,
VoL, 111 DD
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affes in the world. They have a gloffy fkin,
a high head, and nimble limbs: They move
well, and are employed for riding only,
The faddles which are put upon them refemble
round pannels, flattencd above. They are
made of woollen cloth, or of tapeftry, with
trappings and Rirrups.  The rider fits nearer
the crupper than the neck. Some of thefe
affes coft 400 livres, and they cannot be had
for lefs than 25 piftoles. They are drefled
like horfes, and are never taught any motion
but that of pacing. ‘The art of training them

confifts of tying cach fore-foot to the hind-

foot of the fame fide with two cords, which
are made of the length that the afs is o pace,
and are fufpended by another cord paffed un-
der the girth to the firrup-leather. They
are trained by grooms, every morning and
evening, to this kind of motion. Their nofes
are flit, to make them breathe more freely;
and they go fo quick, that a horfe muft gal-
lop in order to keep up with them.”

It were to be wifhed that the Arabians, who
preferve with fo much care, and for fo long a
time, the races of their horfes, would pay equal
attention to their affes: From the above paffage,
and other fources of information, however, it
appears, that Arabia is the original and beft cli-
mate]for both animals. From Arabia the afles
pafled into Barbary * and Egypt, where they

# See Shaw’s Travels,
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arelarge and handfome. Tn India and Guiney *
they are larger, fironger, and more ufeful g
the horfes of thefe countries.  They are in high
ftimation at Madura , where one of the ot
confiderable tribes of Indians revere them fn g
peculiar manner, becaufe they believe that the
fouls of all e nobility pafs nto the bodies of
alls. Laflly, the number of affes exceeds ot
of horfes in all the fouthern regions from Senee
gl to China. Wild afles are likewife moss
common than wild horfes, The Latins, coppe
ing the Greeks, called the wild afs unggen, wiiohy
fhould not be confounded, as moft maruraifts
and travellers have done, with the zebra, bocaufs
the zebra is an animal of a different fpeciés from
thatof the afs. - The onager, or wild afs, is not
fliped like the zebra, and is not nearly of fo
legant a figure. Wild affes are found in fome of
the iflands of the Archipelago, and particularly
in that of Cerigo J. There are many of thery
in the deferts of Lybia and Numidia§. They
> and run o fleet, that they can only be
ken in the chafe by. the belt Barbary
When they fee a man, they give a loud
g up their hecls, ftop, and fly ot til he
ach.  They are caught in
made of ropes. They pafture

v de Bt .21,

. § Leonis Afiic. do
Afiique de Marmol, tom. i.

in
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in troops ; and theit flefh is eaten by the natives,
In the days of Marmol, there were wild affes in
Sardinia ; but they were fimaller than thofe of
Aftica; and Pictro della Valle fays, that he faw
a wild afs in Baffora*. He differed riot in fi-
gure from the domeftic afs, only his colour was
clearer, and he had, from the head to the tail, a
line of white hair. He was alfo more vivacious
and fvifter than common affes. Olearius relates ,
that one day the King of Perfia invited him to the
top of a fnall building, in the formof a theatre,to
partake of a collation of fruits and fiveet-meats;
that, after the repaft, thirty-two wild affes were
introduced; that the King amufed himflf by
fhooting a few bullets and arrows at them that
he then allowed the fame. privilege to fome of

the nobility and ambaffadors 3 that it was no
fimall entertainment to fee thefe affes running
about, biting, and kicking each other, with fe-
veral arrows ficking in their bodies ; and that,
when the whole were killed in prefence of the

King, they were fent to Ifpahan for the royal
family, the Perfians being extremely fond of afs's
flefh, &c. It does not appear, however, that all
thefe 32 wild affes were taken in the fore
It is more probable that they were brought up
in large parks for the pleafure of chafing and
cating them.

Neither affes nor horfes were found in Ame-
xica, though the climate of South America is
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very agreeable to their nature, Thofe tranfport=
ed dhither by the Spaniards, and Lefe in large
iflands, or in the Continent, have multiplied ex-
ceedingly.  They pafture in troops, and are
taken by fares, like the wild horfes,

The jack-afs and mare produce the large
mules; and the horfe and fhe-afs produce the
finaller mules, which differ, in feveral refped
fiom the former. But, as we mean to griat oF
the generation of- mules, jumars, &c, fn 4 foo
parate differtation, we fhall finifh the hiftory of
the afs with the ufes men derive from this ani-
mal.

Wild afles being unknown in our clima
we cannot determine whether their flefh mal
a wholefome or favory difh. But this we know,
that the flefh of the dometic afs is worle, hard.
er, and more difagrecably infipid than that of
the horfe.  Galen fays, that it is a pernicious
aliment, and produces difeaf; The milk of the
afs, on the contrary, s an approved remedy
againft certain diftempers. The ufe of this ree
medy has been tranfinitted to us by the Greeks.
To have good milk, the fhe-afs fhould be young,
healthy, plump, and uncovered; the colt fhould
be taken from her; fhe ought to be kept by her-
elf, and fed with hay, oats, barley, and fuch.
falutary herbs as may have an inflaence on the
malady.  The milk fhould never be allowed to
cool, nor even be expofed to the air, which in-
jures it in a very fhort time,

DD 3 As
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As the {kin of the afs is very hard and elaftic,
it is applied to many different ufes. Tt is em-
ployed for making fieves, dru
Ket-hook parchment, which is Jaid overiwithia
flight coat of plafter. The afs fkin is likewifo
aufed by the eaftern nations for making their fa-
gri o chagrin®. It is alfo p
bones of the afs are harder than tt
animals, fince the ancients preferred it for ma-
king their beft founding flutes.

In proportion to his fize, the
more weight than any other animal. As he is
fed at very little expence, and requires hardly
any care, he is of gréat ufe for different kinds
of country-bufinefs. He may likewife be ufed
for riding : All his motions are foft, and.he is
ot fo apt to ffumble as the horfe.  In countries
where the land is light, he is often yoked in the
plough ; and his dung, in frong moift land, ig
an excellent manure.

3 Voyage de Thevenot, tom. ii. p. 64.
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