gy |

THE SHREW MOUSE*

HE fhrew moufe feems to form a link in
the chain of fmall animals, and to fill the
interval between the rat and the mole, whichy
though they refemble each other in fize, differ
grealy in figure, and are very diftant fpecies.
"he fhrew is ftill fmaller than the moufe, and has

« The fhrew moufe has two cutting teeth in each jaws point-

Jong flender nofe, fmall rounded ears, and. five

The eyes are fmall, and almof hid in the

iy the nofe is long and flender, the upper part being long-

s the head and upper part of the body are of a brownilh

Sed colour, and the belly of a dirty white. The length of the

body, from tal to nofe, two inches and a haly and.that of the

d a balf; Pennant’s Sy of Ruade p. 307

Tn Greck, Mupanws in Lating Mas arancus, M cecus i

Julizn, Toperagnas in Spavifh, Mirganbos in Germany Migers
Spinsty Zijnss, Spitzmaus, Hoflmasss in Swedith, Nobb

i Politn, Keret in Silefin, Bim-mass among the Grifons,

Mfiring 5 in Swifs, Mitrers in Savoy, Mty Mites in

Freach, La Mufaraigie, Mirain, Museraige, Mfity Mafire,

8oy i

Mufaraveas; Gofuer. Hif. Qaad. . 747+

Mus mofchias (becaste, when dried, it fnells of male) 5 G/~
aer, Jen, Quad. p. 16.

Mufurancas; Rey, Synepf: Quad. - 239-

Sorax arancas, cauda mediocr, corpore fubias albido; Line

S 4. 74
Mufarancus, roftro produiore : Mus vencrofus; Klin. Quad:
s

158

Mufaraneus fupra ex fafco rufus, ianfra albicans; Brifen. Regne
eim. 3. 178
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306 THE SHREW MOUSE.

2n affinity to the mole, by its long nofe; by its
eyes, which, though larger than thofe of the
mole, are much concealed, and more minute than

thofe of the moufe ; by the number of its toes,
having five on each foot; by the tail and legs,
efpecially the hind-legs, which are fhorter than
thofe of the moufe ; by the ears ; and, lafily, by
the teeth. This little animal has a ftrong and
peculiar odour, which is very difagrecable tothe
cats, who purfue and kill, but never cat the
fhrews. It is probably this bad fmell, and the
relu@tance of the cats, which have given rife to
the vulgar prejudice, that the bite of the fhrew
wmoufe is venomous, and particularly hurtful to
horfes.  But the fhrew s neither venomons, nor
s it capable of biting ; for the aperture of its
mouth is not large enough to take in a duplica-
al’s fkin, which is abfolutely

neceflary to theadtion of biting. The difeafe of
Torfes, vulgarly aferibed to the bite of the fhrew
is a fwelling or blotch, and proceeds from

1 has no relation to a bite.

er, frequents hay-

lofts, Rables, barns, and dung-hills. It feeds up-
on grain, infedts, and putrid flefh. I the coun-
try, it frequents the woods, and lives upon graine
inder mofs and the leaves and

s in the holes aban-

ller holes which it

Jigs with its muzzle and claws. The fhrew pro-
ducesan equal number of young, though notfo
frequently,
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fiequently, as the moufe. Tts cry is alfo much
fharper; but itis not nearly foagile. Itiseafly
taken; becaufeit both fees and runs badly. The
colour of the fhrew is 2 mixture of brown and
red ; but fome are afli-coloured, and other near-
Jy black, though all of them are white under
the belly. They are very common in Europe;
ut they feem not to exift in America, The
Brafilian animal mentioned by Marcgrave®, un«
der the name of the fhrew moufe, which, he
fags, has two black Iifts on the back, is larger,
and feems to be a different fpecies.

& Marcgravil Hit. Brafl. . 2200
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