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The COAITA* and EXQUIMA .,

T to the ouarine and alouate, the co.
aita is the largeft of the fapajous. 1 fay
one of them at the palace of the Duke of Boujl,
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fon, where, by its familiarity, and even its ca~
refles, it procured the affe@ion of thofe to whofe
charge it was committed,  But, notwithfanding
all the care and attention it received, it was un-
ableto refift the cold of the winter 1764. It died,
to the regret of its mafter, who was {0 obliging
as to fend it to me, to be placed in the Royal
Cabinet. T faw another in the houfe of the
Marquis de Montmirail.  This was a male, and
the former a female.  Both were equally trac
table and well tamed. Flence this Gpajou, by
its mild and docile difpofition, differs much from
the ouarine and alonate, who are fo wild that
noart can tame them. Neither has it like them,
an offcous pouch i the throat.  Like the oua-

s black, but rough. The coaita
likewife differs from all the other fapajous, by
having only four fingers on his hands. By this
charadter, and his prehenfile tail, he is eafily dit-
tinguifhed from the monkeys, who have all
five fingers, and a flaceid tail.

The animal called exguima by Marcgrave, is
very nearly allied to the coaita, and is perhaps
anly a varicty of that fpecies. 'This author feems
to have been deccived when he tells us that the
exquima is a native of Guiney and Congo. ~ The
figure he has given of it was alone fufficient to
have convinced him of his error; for it repre-
fents this animal with a tail rolled up at the point,
a chara@ter which belongs. exclufively to the fa-
pajous.  Of courfe, Marcgrave's exquima is not

a monkey
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a mankey of Guiney, but a fspajou with a pres
henfile tail, which had been tranfported thither
from Brafll. The name cxpuina, o guing, by
abftraing the article v, and which ought to by
pronounced guainas is ot very different from
quoaita, the manner in which feveral authors
fpell the name coaita, , Hence every ciroume
ftance coneurs in eftablifhing Marcgrave’s exqui,
ma, which he calls-a Guiney monkey, o beg
Brafilian t, and a varicty only of the co-
aita, which it refembles in difpofition, fize, co.
lour, and the prehenfile tail. - The moft remarke
able difference is, that the exquima has whitify
hair on the belly, and a white beard; two inches
long, under the chin* : Our coaitas have neither
& beard nor white hair on the belly.. But thety
differences feem not fufficient to. conflitute two
diftin@ fpecies ;. for we learn from the evidence
of travellers, that fome coaitas are black and
others white, and fome have beards and others
no beards. ¢ There are,” fays Dampier, ¢ great
< droves of monkeys, fome of them white, but
¢ moft of them black ; fome have beards, others
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are beardlefs. - They are of a middle fize, yet
extraordinarily fat at the/dry feafon, shen the
fiuits ave ripe; and they are very good meat,
for we ate of them very plentifully. . The In
dians were fhy of cating them for a while;
but they foon were perfuaded to it, by fecing
us feed on them fo heartly. - Tn the rainy fea-
fon they have worms in their bowels. 1 have
taken a handful of them out of one monkey
we cut open 5 and fome of them feven or cight
fect long.  They are a very waggith kind of
mnm and played a thoufand antick tricks
ed at any time through the woods,

mpum from bough to buugh, with the young
ones hanging at the old ones backs, making
faces at us, chattering, and, if they had oppor-
mm(), piffing down_ purpofely on our heads.
¢ o pafs from top to top of high trees, whofe
branches are a little. too far afunder for their
leaping, they will fometimes hang down by
one another's tails in a chain and fivinging
in that manner, the lowermoft catches hold of
abough of the other trec, and draws up the
¢ reft of them®.’ Al thefe fats, even the worms
in the inteftines, correfpond with our coaitas.
M. Daubenton, in diffe@ting thefe animals, found
a great number of worms, fome of which were
from twelve to thirteen inches long. - It is obvi-
ous, therefore, that the exquima of Marcgrave is

* Dampier's Voyages, vol. . p. 53

2 fapajou
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a fapajou of the fame fpecies, or, at leaft, ofy
fpecies very nearly allied to that of the coaita,

We muft likewife remark, that, if the anira]
mentioned by’ Linnizus, under the name 'of
Diana®, is really, as he fays, the exguina of
Maregrave, e has omitted ‘the prebenfil. 1o
which is the moft effential characler, and ought
alone to determine whether this Diana belongs
to the geaus of figajons or to that of the monk
and, of courfe, whether it is found in the Old
or the New Continent.

Independent of this variety, the chara@ters of
which are confpicuous, there are other varietis,
though lefs remarkable, in the fiecies of the co-
aita. That deferibed by M. Briffon had whitifh
hair on all the under parts of the body. But
thofe [ have feen were cntirely black, and had
very few hairs on the inferior parts of the body,
where the fkin appeared, and was equally black
with the hair. ~ OF the two coaitas mention-
ed by Mr. Edwardst, the one was black and

COAITA
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the other brown. - On account of the length and.
fendernes of their legs and tail, they were called
pider monkeys.

Some years ago, a coaita was fent me, under
the denomination of cbamek, which, I was told,
came from the coaft of Peru, 1 fhall give a de-
feription of it in the margin*, from which it
will appear that this chamek of Peru, with the
exception of a fow varieties, is the fame animal
with the coaita of Guiana.

Thefe fapajous are very dexterous and intel-
ligent.  They go in companics, and mutually
warn and affift each other. It ufes its tail asa
fifth hand, and feems to employ this infrument
‘more than either its hands or feetf. Tobalance

this

*his animal was brought from th cet in Peru,
whenthirtcen months old.
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+ This ereature has no_more than four fingers to cach of its
fore paws, but the top of the tail is fmooth underneath, asd on
this
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this advantage, Nature has deprived: this anima]
of a thumb. ~ We are affured that it feizes fifhes
with its tail; which is by no means incredible;
for we have feen one of our coaitas lay hold iy
this manner of a fquirrel, which had been put
into its chamber as acompanion.  They hae
the addrefs to break the fhells of oyfters, in ore
der to cat them *. Tt is certain, that, with a view
to pafs from one tree to another, whofe branches
are too diftant for a leap, they form a chain, by
hanging down t, linked to cach other by their
tails, and fiwinging in that manner till the lowelt
catches hold of a branch, and draws up the reft,
They fometimes pafs rivers by the fame exper
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dient.. The females bring forth but one or two

young, which they always carry on their back,
They eat fifhies, worms, and infefts; but fruits
are their common food; | When  the fruits ate
sipe, they ‘become very fat, and their flefh is
then faid to be excellent ¥,

Diflindtive Charadters of thefe Species.

The coaita has neither cheek pouches nor cal-
lofities on the buttocks. He has a very long,
prehenfile tail. The partition of the noftrils is
very thick, and their apertures are placed at a
fide, and not under the nofe. He has only four
fingers on his hands or fore feet.  Both his hair
and fkin are black. His face is naked and
tawny. His ears are alfo naked, and refemble
thofe of man.  He is about a foot and a half in
length; and his tail is longer than the body and
i topether. Hlewhl

The exquima is nearly of the fame fize with
the coaita, and has likewife a prehenfile tail.
But his colour, inftead of being black, is varie-
gited. The hairs on his back are black and
yellow, and white on the throat and belly. He
has, befides, a remarkable beard. Thefe di
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ences, however, are not fufficient to conftitute
2wo diftinét fpecies efpecially as fome coaitas
are not entirely black, but are whitifh on the
throat and belly,  The females of thefe' two
fpecies are not fubjeét to the perfodical evacuzs
tion.
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