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Story #649 (1976, Tape #16) Narrator: Nesim Zihni Karnat
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f/ Location: Of, a kaza town in the
[Zde A~ smg of .- Hte Province of Trabzon
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The (fiﬁliahi His [hree Sond, and the Golden Apples )

HMBoms —— Thrae ) s - - 30 lae,
There was once a padigah who had three sons. In the (gardep

of the @there grew a single @pple tree)which each year bore
a single golden apple. However, the padigah had never been able

to pick this golden apple, for on the Qighp that it appeared, a

two-headed giant would come to the palace garden, take the apple,g_‘f.'“ o Macr-

brolos—~ k.
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One year the oldest of the padigah's sons told hislfatheg booeter ~- -

and disappear with it.

that he would wait for the golden apple to appear on that special Jem -~ 7«.,3.;.0‘*

-
-

bﬁﬁ""
night, at the palace garden, and he would then bring it to him. e
took a(word)from his father's vast collection and went to wait

the golden apple to appear. Unfortunately, the oldest son fell

QS . olett--~

asleep during the night, and when the golden apple appeared, the —— .
P ng gnt, g 194 ppe ’ A‘ad“‘_‘_u.b

two-headed giant came and took it away with him. G Waved
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The next year when it was time for the golden apple to appear o

on the apple tree, the padigah's second son went to his father and

. . e
told him that he would go and wait for the apple this time. So thayﬂ‘ _‘M;"w,,---ﬁe

—

; ; e whi
second son went out to the palace garden, but some time during the atloefp whie m
e
night, before the apple appeared, he too fell asleep. Again the p .o __ ol ddfo -—
two-headed giant came, got the golden apple, and went away. @@

The third year, the youngest son went to his father and told
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him he would go and wait for the golden apple, and he did. During
the night the youngest son grew very sleepy, but he was careful
not to fall asleep. When the golden apple appeared on the tree,
the two-headed giant also appeared in the palace garden by the tree.
The youngest son was prepared for the giant's appearance, and
he swung his sword and cut off one of the giant's heads. He then
quickly picked the gold apple off the tree, and as the creature
stumbled out of the garden with blood flowing all over him,
youngest son took the apple to his father. The youngest son told
his father that he wanted to pursue the giant and kill him.
father said to him that he was too young to gv off by himself, but
that he could go if his brothers would go with him. b_{%:.’“ Feail of o ke b+
by, Dowrled ?n-..v‘
Accordingly, all three brothers went to find the giant, follow-
ing the trail of blood he had left behind. After following the
trail for quite a while, they came to aiﬁ%@i:' The bloody trail
went all the way into the well. This well looked quite deep, and
. ﬁ‘-ﬁ-"b“‘",“‘ o¥ botto. of 1
it had a fire burning at the very bottom of it.” The oldest son
said that he would go down. They found aQE&E)and lowered him into

the well, but when he came close to the fire, he shouted,"I am

burning! I cannot stand it. Pull me up!" And this they did.

¥1n Turkish folktales the word well does not always signify a
water source. Just as often it indicates an entrance to the under-
world. Herces who travel to the underworld almost always do so via
a "well.,"
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The second then said that he would go down, and the other
two lowered him into the well. But when he came close to the fire,
he too could not stand the heat and asked to be pulled up.

When the second son had come up to the surface, the youngest
son said that he would go down. He told his brothers not to pull
him up when he shouted to be hauled out but to lower him farther.
This they did. when the youngest some came close to the fire and
felt he ecould not stand the heat, he shouted to be pulled up, but
the two brothers, as instructed, quickly lowered him farther down

into the well. The youngest son suddenly found himself touching

T Pilee - ““'J"‘;w‘cu/" >
ground in an underworld palace with three huggzzzgg:éyors. wich three o, o

In that palace there were three young girls who lived in
thee gudi

1._._'_/_ - f(vi"e.

the palace and had made them his Gives) but none knew of the others!

three separate rooms. The two-headed giant had brought them to

existence. The giant also had his own private room. Since he had
Jjust had one head cut off, he had gone to his room and lain down
with his eyes open.

After the boy had slept for a while, he opened one of the
doors and discovered a very pretty girl. She asked him what he
was doing there, and warned him to hide quickly, because the giant
would devour him if he saw him. The youngest son opened another
door, and a second girl came out, and then a third from a third
door. They were astonished to discover each other. The youngest

son asked where the giant was, and one of the women said that she



9L

Story #649

had heard him entering his own room. They all went to the door of
the giant's room, but the women said that the giant would eat them
if they were to go into his room. The youngest son said that he

would not be eaten. When he was about to enter the room, one of R /
gt =il

whan 2ga sve

open, that means the giant is asleep. If they are closed, you had %44

the women advised him to watch the giant's eyes. "If his eyes are

better beware, for that will mean that the giant is awa.ke.ﬂz 7_'_‘1‘:. -2 ety oA

ayn ve cleted
The youngest son of the padigah went into the giant's room

.. and saw that his eyes were open.
o e - e
o Bl 1«40'1'-0‘ and quickly cut off his second head.

L o

Then he did the same with the second oldest woman.

tying the rope on the youngest and prettiest girl, she gave him aq;‘:/--m wmdsv ol -
;‘W‘f JQ’U ,m"‘é

o My - ben o hen o S
Aéﬂ‘“ Ay - underground palace, he should rub her lock of hair, and he would w&..—,e' e vu“o/)

% 0 D - i . . U;’I l‘vm e
e get assistance in leaving. Then the youngest son shouted to his 9

lock of her hair and told him if he had any difficulty leaving the

ey o orfpfice

,Re.'v-.-locK °+ =s
when his two brothers saw the young girl, however, they felt magic —-—7:&..

do havp -~ 6; 7:'/

(L™ fadlew wion K

l"} ﬁ“"i ~ brothers to pull up his own fate, and this they did.

angry at the youngest son for saving for himself the youngest

and prettiest girl. Threrfore, when he was halfway up, they cut

2Open-eyed sleep and closed-eyed wakefulness is a folktale convention.
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the rope, and he plunged back down to the bottom of the well.

The older brothers took the and departed for their

father's palace. iw&- - vioee

The youngest son, finding himself on the bottom of the well,

underground, f)ra’;e"d to(_)or help. Soon tﬁa-m; ::mmd, one

V2 = Sfes wafuvsf—0f which was white and the other black. The youngest girl had
—qwl»'*‘ warned him before ascendingb' that the white ram would carry him

TERpEEN ¥ “'“ﬁéiraight up, and that the black ram would take him yet seven

o fathoms lower. But the youngest son in his haste and anxiety,
forgot the girl's advice and jumped on the black ram's back. He
immediately found himself(seven fat\ below the level of the well
floor. J:_“_,"__‘;’ S-S "B

when he arrived there he found himself to be very tired and
very hot. As he lay under a @ree) in a @Jﬁz) he saw in a high
Mmerd ——ob ﬂawﬁ- w‘—\-— Mot o= 2 [a/
branch a hawk's nest with {hree baby hawkd in it. He also saw a 4
— Heee
(s_g,_algg koing up the tree to eat the baby hawks. This snake looked

down all at once and seeing a human being, threw itself off the

tree onto the ground in order to seize the youngest son and de=~

vour him instead of the baby hawks. The youngest son quickly

drew his sword and killed the snake. Feeling even more tired, he
s = W Smewe d&’&*‘&n‘(

w -‘W
lay down and fell asleep at once il ‘? Aw«f
thiﬂg_ - Hw;-“.,,,.“ b\‘ J‘W”—-— Hcﬂhl ‘}

L #innn: b
Obviously this information should have beeh given earlier.

The narrator forgot it until he needed it.
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Meanwhile, the baby hawk8' mother flew back to the tree.
When she saw a human being, she Prepared to attack and kill him.
but the baby hawks cried out and told their mother that he had
saved them from the snake who was about to devour them. The
mother hawk felt very grateful towards the sleeping boy, and

spreading her wings over him, she Protected him from the sum and
Howurp . o e --——,w¥¢v‘:f "/‘M tre 16““‘\ L,

"N}, l'l‘voé/«&& Uuﬁ'?., dvav R
When the youngest son awoke, he saw the huge hgwlé over him and

let him sleep.

started up. But the hawk spoke to him and asked him what his great-
est wish was. The boy told the hawk that she could not grant him
his wish, but he thanked her just the same. Upon hearing this, the
hawk said, "If you should ever need my assistance, young man, come
and find me."

The boy took the @howard:é a@that: he could see in the

distance and came to an :ﬁman's home. He asked her for a drink,
and the@.@r gave him a glass of water to drink. The young=
est son saw that there were @_&)at the bottom of the glass and
asked, "Grnadmother, why are there bugs in the water?"

She said, "There is a two-headed giant that lives at the ?—-——""‘*-‘4"“”- o
Covdwlt wader

sy of  willoge

source of our water. He appears each year, selects the youngest

and prettiest girl of our village, eats her, and leaves our water

1Babn o m,_ﬁ&/&l
supply open to us for just two hours. The villagers get as muchat-—'—* 4

- - PRyt MM'J
Ry gacuitie fov

> The bird here called "hawk" is obviously far larger than a
hawk. It is anka Jor a rukh (roc), one of the fabulous giant
birde of Middle ern folklore.
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water during that time as they can and store it in large( jars,

our water often gets bugs in it during the year. Son, tomorrow
pade s *:!kad‘%
et ~—_Fo be ‘f&d
as this year's victim. It is the only way by which the village 4 4‘,,_}.“1“ %° ot

is the day on which the giant will receive the padigah's daughter

can get water. If she is not delivered to him, he will not let us g, ughtor - o f-

have any water. Many of our brave young men have fought with thebadirsd - ¥, be /4
giant, but none could vanquish him. Instead, they were all de- v ‘/'Hb-.-’z”"‘
voured by him." ?u—d'
The youngest son asked to be taken to the site where the daughter
of the padigah was to be given to the giant. The whole village was
at the central open space of the villege. Some were crying for
and others were crying out of compassion for the girl about to be
devoured, for she was the prettiest girl of the village. They
brought the girl so that they might have their yearly ration of
water.
The youngest son sprang forward and declared he weuld fight the
giant. The villagers tried to dissuade him, telling him that it
was of no ase, that others who had been larger and stronger than he
had also tried, only to be eaten up by the giant. Nevertheless,
the youngest son would not desist.
There was a huge tree near the place where the giant would
appear, and the girl had been tied to it. The youngest son asked
the girl to hold onto his waist. He then drew his sword and chal-
lenged the giant. The giant became angry at the delay of his an-

ticipated @al,) He inhaled deeply and thought he would eat the



9
Story #649

youngest son also with relish. When the giant exhaled, even the
roots of the huge tree shook. The boy bravely fought the giant.
He was able to chop off one of his heads, and he continued to
fight the wounded giant valiantly. Finally he succeeded in chop-

Son e W - il g - oered o
ping off his second head., brordsv - -« = » oo K “
Gt .. o Hostad - nilled b 7«»;&" Lo (‘var/crs
The people of the village could not believe'their eyes. They

rejoiced at thec»ver the giant, and at the release of their

water supply. The padigah of this land asked to have the youngest
— Pelece~— o ¥ 90l

son brought to his @%05,'?'& placed in a room. He was

brought to the padigah's presence, and the padigah asked him what

he could do for him. The youngest son told him that there was

nothing he wished for, that he could do nothing for him. The padigah

then suggested that the youngest son marry his daughter. He even

offered to abdicate from his and let the youngest son reign

over the land and the golden palace.

The boy declined the padigah's offer. He said he would walk
around for a little while, and come back. He went out of the palace,
and wandered off to the valley. There he found the hawk whose
young he had saved from certain death, and he said to her, "Take
me up from this depth and carry me up to the world above."

The hawk agreed to take the boy up,s but she asked him to bring

o-—

her forty batmans—6—’of meat and forty batmans of wine. The boy went
e— S ——— [ —— A

batausnp -~ fosty -—o¥ peoets e e R

A an of wime == forfe bad en ~
mnt -6 Bt A0 s 6 weight which varfes withting and
place between 5.5 and 22 pounds.
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back to the golden palace, and asked the padigah to provide forty

batmans of meat and forty batmans of wine for him. The padigah

immediately took measures to fill the boy's request. When the

wine and meat were ready, they brought the supplies to the valley.
Ravstx ey 2al wn’;

s ch -ths_ nefex

{ow,

~wa £ A«/(""

9“‘4\ -Pn«*) anelev)
give her a batman of = = when she said "Get up" and a batman of /"'”3’

The hawk's wings were each forty Betersin length. The padigah's
men arranged the food containers under each wing of the hawk.

The hawk told the youngest son to mount on here back, and to‘“‘

meat when she said "Smel]L."7 [?he two Turkish words Kald and Kok
Mest o ¢ A. fod ~=~ o, d‘mdn.(- - o jw‘(

Ca / Lrornn, Uwolaveson &d
L\JIﬂy e
They flew out of the valley, and each time the haw said "Get

respectively, alliterate in Turkish.] —

1

ups " the boy gave her Wine; and each time she said "Smell," he gave
here a batman of meat. Thus their journey continued for thirty- 90v‘17 ﬁ,,-‘
nine days. On the fortieth day the food supply was exhausted.aclfﬂ"' Froey  tcler -

Wv“- { sk
The hawk became aware of this fact, but still she said, "Smell." 7 i
‘J‘V’Ma laad

Thereupon the boy cut a piece of flesh from his foot and gave it@? e Pty ~ -
to the hawk. The hawk realized that the meat was human flesh, @é
and slipped it under its tongue. And so, the hawk struggled up-

ward to the world above, advancing two meters, and slipping back

ono. Flesd —-cuw 57 Aevy bt Om, Foor-——to Feed 0“’347 ,ﬂ“; ‘/““\

Neovros«cuts 4/;4‘ 4%., J ey "01' ——— v foal L.‘u‘ @"'7""2 ‘n., 7;‘-»/‘».:”&
When they arrived to the upper world, the hawk directed the & = ““"*uni/

7The two directions alliterate and have near-rhyme in

Turkish. Get up is kald, and smell is kok.
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boy to get off and start walking towards his home. The Youngest
son said to the hawk that he would rather see her fly off. But
the hawk refused to be the first to depart, and so the boy slowly
tried to limp off along the way homeward. The hawk understood
what had happened and called him back, saying, "I know why you are

limping. When the supplies were finished and I said "Smell," you cut

Care- - v el d O -/w\».
a piece of flesh from your foot and gave it to me." Jw'—:j&,f- to foed Koot -
. VU*‘W@( Yo *or
She them took the piece of flesh she had slipped under her

o Magie eumeno forf
tongue and carefully placing it back on the boy's foot, sealed the s A;] —

flesh with her saliva. The boy's foot was immediately healed. The ™ ¥eo¥ ~- Y6

] foud »l‘.vK -~
hawk then spread here wings and started on her journey back down to et Ao o
r

the world below.
..__—h‘“_—-‘_':l::‘]_,_/ullwi HAvow ‘r'duf
At that very time there were wedding preparationsjoing on at

A A

/

the padigah's palace. The two older brothers who had brought back

the girls from the mouth ot the well were now Preparing to wed them.

One of the chief (¥iziers was to perform the wedding ceremony. The

second son was to wed the youngest and prettiest of the girls. The

oldest was preparing to marry the second youngest girl that the

two-headed giant of the golden apples had captured. In this land, '*l‘“__..‘ M_JJ_

wedding preparations and festivities lasted for three years. '-ud-‘m‘. ’,,/Mu.‘_
Meanwhile, the youngest son was a long way from his father's 7,;_.\:_:--- Hoao "‘%

palace. He started to walk on his journey home. After a while he ”‘JJ‘.‘% ]“"f““““‘

came across a% His father had ordered the bakers of the land

to bake the very best bread ever to be baked on earth. And the

hesd - |, b oever bawed
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padigah had decreed that he would have all the bakers' heads

chopped off if they could not produce the superior bread requested.

The bakers wereiﬁff?ﬁiizg on how to achieve that feat when the youngest
son went into a Eéﬁerig shop, and asked to be hired as a helper. At
first the baker told him to get out. He said that all the bakers

were busy trying to decide how to produce the most wonderful bread

on earth, which the padigah had ordered, and that he, a mere appren-

tice, could not be of any assistance to them at this point.

The youngest son declared he could bake the required bread.
The baker did not take him seriously, and told him he should move
along, for he was, after allyonly a boy. When the boy insisted he
could indeed produce the best bread ever, the baker asked him how
he would bake it. The youngest son told the baker that he should
lock him in a room with a sack of flour, yeast, and water. And he
also requested food to eat every day. The baker consented, and so
the youngest son was locked up and given the required baking ingre-
dients and food. The baker, however, watched the youngest son from
& hole in the door. For thirty-nine days, the boy ate and slept and
; did nothing else. On the fortieth day he mixed the ingredients,
made dough, and then rubbed the lock of hair which the youngest girl

of the underground dwelling had given him. The bread he baked was

the most delicious bread ever to be baked in the world. The baker

was ecstatic with joy, and he gave the youngest son many gifts.

‘ © The boy took them and continued on his way, and the baker took the {/‘/
1 lgpai=: G ova &m_—o',w‘AJ“'-.-vu‘: bew o4 ,4.;;6;}. /L*"V cmtd 4 Amdbied Ve
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bread to the padigah's palace

Meanwhile, the boy met atgelvgg makef]along the way. He
— ee—

asked the belva maker if he would hire him a3 a helper. The helva
maker said he could not be of any assistance since he was just a

boy, and that all the @@ had a serious problem on their
hands. They had to make the best helva ever or their heads would be
chopped off by the padigah. The boy told the man that he could make
the best helva ever, and the helva maker, thinking that he had nothing
to lose, hired him. Once again the youngest son had himself locked

in a room. He did nothing for thirty-nine deys, but on the fortieth
day he put the ingredients together and produced the most delicious
helva ever made by man. The helva maker was overjoyed with the results
of the boy's toil, and he took the helva to the padigah's palace.

The youngest son continued on his wey. and after a while he came
upon a(ﬁeﬁelei) He asked the jeweler if he could not help him. He
also said that the padigah of the land had ordered a golden rooster,
hen, and baby chickens placed on a golden tray. The rooster was to
walk about, the golden hen was to lay golden eggs, and the baby chicks
were to feed and move around. The jeweler exclaimed in despair, "How

TR T produc aouk,uh1*-~autolu2
can we ever fill the padigah's order?" ?u.‘_‘ vosttar walked, o, flm Lo, fo, d

5 ‘ . d gobo, clic .o
The boy declared that he could make +¥6*feqiB TS mierd %e pecred Hod:
asked to be locked in a room and given gold, a sack of hagel nuts,
and a sack of raisins. The jeweler did as he was asked and provided

the requested supplies.
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M'—’;—Lé' Ilo‘_gﬂ of _,&A-upl é / 7 fen [jlvp)_.s. Te predee
nothing but eat and sleep for thirty-nine days. On the fortieth,
he molded the golden rooster, hen, and baby chicks, and then rubbed
the girl's lock over them. The rooster walked about, the hen laid
eggs, and the baby chickens fed themselves. The jeweler was very
happy to see the result of the boy's work. The jeweler ran to the

palace, delivered the padigah's order, and was greatly relieved

that he would not have his head chopped off.

The boy approached his father's palace. The youngest and pret-

tiest girl he had rescued from the well was at the middle window of

ldom =~ §avom - Novied

the seven-storied golden palace. She looked out smiling, for she
'\\41‘&«( -~ dﬂ"; l‘h(é

knew that her destined husband was approaching. He, in turn, also

Lrué'e - = clae! v o
knew that his fafed bride would not wed anyone else, but he did not

yet reveal himself.

The palace yard was very, very large. All the people of the land

were gathered there for the celebrations, for there were to be/bull

——

fights) and @pear figﬁfﬁ)in which men who had never been sfati; were
g = Q °

going to compete. The padighh sat on a¢golden throndy among 's(vizi;;B.

When the competitions were over, there were five champions in five
different fields. Two of the champions were the padigah's two older
sons. The youngest son went to the padigah's(Grand Viz and told
him he could defeat the champions of the five different fields, for
he was an expert in every field. The vizier told the boy that he
could not possibly compete with these champions, that they were the

very best in the world, and that if they were ever to grip him, they
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could break every bone in his body. The boy insisted that he could

fight the Champions)and asked to be taken to the padigah's presence.

when this was done, he bowed down before the padigah and asked to

wrestle the champion wrestler. The padigah looked down on the boy

. AM’M v - o/‘ .

in good hunor, and said, "Son, you cannot compete with the champion
wrestler, for he is the strongest man on earth. He would break you ‘

with no effort.” SUA--]W Jwawd-—
~-defoctsr oklov fn,
The boy insisted that he could defeat the champion wrestler, &¥ curerfly ~~«m4
&d o M Al

who happened to be one of his brothers. Of course, he relied on M “‘1 -
(o o ﬁ )
the lock of hair which the girl had given him. The two brothers

My i o loen ob
came forth to the middle of the arena, and the youngest brought h:.s«qml é -z.l

I = ~Tv defoay eblev
brother down with the first grapple. And then the youngest called oo, oy wmw\s

{la.y - u - lo d""

out, "And now, my padigah, I want the bull.” #sad 2“ : u: M)
They brought the bull into the ring and the youngest son grabbed{'_‘." ‘L

dedacts l]~awwiet

the bull by one horn with his left hand and forced it to the ground. ¢:¥ *¢ Awi

‘OV

Next he asked to compete with the champion 31r1t9 player, and he de-?vo@
x e

feated his other brother at the -ga.me He next sought to com-

o=~ flumgar =

do'{u*-l‘ Y

permission. By this time the King's eyes were as big as fists and fon &+ JiwT
| c-weld ol o

he looked annoyed. The padigah told the youngest son that the sword e

r‘“?“
competition had no restrictions, no regulations, and no penalties% 9 e &

pete with the champions of the sword games, asking the padigah for

9J1r1t (Turkish cirit) is an ancient Turkish form of jousting in
which the mounted combatants hurl spears at each other, each taking
turns according to a prescribed pattern. Cirit players in recent times
have used blunt-ended javelings rather than deadly spears.
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He said that he would surely get killed by his c ion. The

youngest son said he accepted the rules, that both their lives

would be in jeopardy, which seemed quite fair to him. He now
dueled his brother and broke his sword, then threw him on the
ground. Just as he was about to plunge his sword into his heart,
he turned towards the padigah and said, "What is you wish, Your
Ma jesty?"

The padigah called him to his side and asked him who he was and
where he had come from. The boy said to the padigah that he would
tell him his story, and he recounted the many adventures that ha.d
befallen him.

"'Once upon a time there was a padigah who had three sons. He
also had a beautiful garden with an apple tree that each year bore a
golden apple. But the padigah was never able to pick the golden apple
because a two-headed giant would pluck it the very night that it
appeared. The oldest son went out to the garden to keep watch and
get the golden apple for the padigah, but he fell asleep, and the
giant got the golden apple again that year. The next year his
second son stood guard by the apple tree, but he too fell asleep,
and the golden apple was snatched away by the giant. The third year
the youngest son kept watch, and when the giant appeared he cut one
of his heads off and brought the golden apple to his father. Wwhen
the youngest son wanted to pursue the wounded giant, his father, the

padigah, sent his two brothers along with him.
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"They all came to a well where the giant's tracks disappeared.
Both of the older boys tried to go into the well after the giant,
but the fire at the bottom of the well was too hot for them. The
youngest son bore the fire and found the giant's underground castle
protected by iron gates. He went in, killed the giant, and brought
out the giant's three brides for himself and his brothers. He sent
the women up one at a time, and the two older brothers pulled each
up to the surface. When they saw the youngest son's intended wife,
they became envious, and while the youngest was climbing up out of
the well, instead of pulling him up, they cut the rope and let him
drop back to the bottom. They took the brides and came home and
left their brother down below. They betrayed their youngest brother.
The girl looking out of the middle window of the palace is my in-
tended wife, the two champions I just beat are my brothers, and
you are my father."

The padigah was astounded and overjoyed to be reunited with his
youngest and bravest son. He renounced his authority, and placed his
youngest son on the throne. He had a huge wedding for all his sons,
as planned. However, he sent the two elder brothers and their brides
to far, far parts of the kingdom. And they all lived happily ever

after.
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