The MOUFFETTES, or Stinking
POLECATS.

E have given the generic name mouffette

¢ o three or four fpecies of animals,
which, when diturbed, fend forth an cdour fo
flrong and offenfive, that it fuffocates like the
fubterrancous vapour called smoufette. ‘Thefe ani=
mals are found in all the fouthern and temperate
regions of America® : They have been indi-
fiin@lly mentioned by travellers under the names
of flinking b Ps children t, &e. and
not

+ «But, above all, T cannot pafs over without mentoning 3
e creatare, with a bufhy tail, which we called a bufir, be-
¢ on you, he fands vapouring and pat-
feet upon the gro
for himfclf but with his bre

1 forth an intolerable

wos, and, how-

the diffance of a

, otherwife

they would fink Z ‘
»- 169.
+ The

finking bty becaule, whea parfac
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not only confounded with each other, b
animals of ‘very, différni pocicass Ty
Hasipresy lesslyiipeinted oat ieak BN
“Thie it he ‘calls “yfgudegatl s Mookt
which, were it aily. pronounced,  we oy
xeain.  Hle has given a defeription. and ‘éu“m
of it ‘and 1 is the fame animak of
have alfo a figure in Seba . We fha et
AP o the st fona o i A
New 'Spain 1. * The fecond Hernandes ke
all
e of he e i
o 'm’".':':
m the.

iy ke e et b
Erasce, par I P. Gl
s the il vl bl

fpedts, it is
at, b

orrefuflun e
® By wvnm, e

vadraped larger than a cats and iy

has fhore ears, and. fharp

e bim 1 i et His inis
o, ylloif b and s s very gk

d whitec

i Sy Quad. . 16

Melu
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s yfpuicpatls 08 which we fhall denominate
inche, from the name it obtains in South
Gnerica®, | The third Hernandes calls conepatly
* Hich name we fhall preferve, and is the fame

il with that given by Catefby, under the de-
gomination of the American polecat 4, and by
Briffon,

ad, p 1
b M./
e rounded. s, Pofineany

e way up the o
5 very fal oF long AT Eb
cime pped i whies s g a4

Toyinz asle e
Teis fome-

y.m efs than the. Lurnpzln pc'cul, Pesnant's Synopf of Quad:

2

ch,.m‘ Sl 0. Perty 437

Skonk, 3 Kl Vo s Toaw. il o g 2735

2, 7,/.1,,,

u #
Enfunt du_diable, e " pusate; Charlevois, Newv. Frauc.

o1
il in fhape is not unlike our common. polecat,
o of his s fomevbac longer - The colour.
of al I bave f jack and white, though not always alike
kel This had a it of whice extead e hind pere
back, 1o the rump; with: fou
alhers, o on cach e, i i Cary'e
Hifof Garaling, val- i. . 63
v mma cars; head, neck, bellys
the and fdes marked with five pa-
Do o on e s ur the back, the others on.
Gch fde, The fecond Tine extends fome vay vp e, il
Vhih is long and bufhy towards tho end. It e of
n European polecat; only the back is more =
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Briffon, under that of the /Zriped poleeas s
are acquainted with a fourth fpc{i il
ol il (he. namesdts ocebope AN
T mirts o SouthiAmer o
We are indebted for our knowled,
thefe animals to M. Aubry, whofe i it
in natural hiftory are confpicuous in i
which s one of the moft curious in Pa e
b ligingly commaioa e xanlitas 0 T
a5 oftenths v’ LI TR sl
be the only. eppemmaity e sthall e L
piclioE o EAH ST e b
ed from M, Aubry, 11 Qrdéi 10 have Hems o
and engraved, are the coafe, the At S
the zorilla ; the two laft of which n\mChC’ e
st et Koz N o
llin o/ bt omcrpmntca's i
ebin of e i v Pty St 4 9
Polecat or fkun} anfon’ i
PR e A
Viverra putorio R
by L Sy
= The. sl weal st bk Gnd 60t
bk i b e i e R
g and by, e par bk e s s

are black., It is fmall [ et of
maller than the fkunk ; Pernant’s §
5 Pennant of Quad,

5, fufea, linels quatuor
fucs, linci quatuor doilibus, prale,

patorius friatus,  Le Pa.

Sl ds : Garal dele
Maripua, Mafutiliqui ; Gumill, O
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T firk of thefe: animals”was tranfimitted to
M Abry, under he name of pekan, devil's
Sl o <ild cat of Virginia. 1 perceived that
ot the pekan, rejected all the compound
Jenominations, and difcovered that it was the
icpat! oF ‘Hernandes, ‘and the fguafb of other
I llers s from which lalt appellation T de=
It is about fixteen inches

ding; the head ‘and body. The legs

e muzzle: thin, and the cars fmall

e firiisuofasdecpybrownicoltis and the
s are black and fharp.  I¢ ives i the holes
and cliffs of rocks, where ¢ ale brings
et ey A geeaduupers bectloGmOREs
‘nd fnall birds and, when it gets admiffion to
“he courtayards, it deftroys the poultrys of which
itonly eats the brain. When afraid or irritated,
it an odour fo abominable, that neithes
*-en nor dogs dare approach. _ Is urine, which
apparently mingles with his peftiferous odour,
e and infedts in anindelible manner, It
however, that this difagrecable odour is

» Seba remarks,

it was

appears,
aot contane: ¢ This animaly
e fent me alive from Suinam ; and [ Kept
¢ b during a whole fummer in my garden,
4 by a fmall ch

« where it was {
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¢ ver bit any perfon; and when it was prefeseg
¢ with food, it allowed itfelf to be handleq like
¢ a/fimall dog, It dug the carth with ity fuoyy
¢ and fore-fect, which were armed. with. Jon
¢ crookedclaws.  During the day, it concege]
¢ itfelf in 2 kind of den which it had made, 3,
¢ came outin the night, and, afiet tritmming e
¢ felf, began to run about, from right to lef, g
¢ far as its chain would permit; and this exercife
¢ it continued till morning, It fearched every
¢ where with its nofc on the ‘ground. It ya
¢ ferved with viGtuals. every night, and neye
¢ took any food but what was agreeable (o ity
¢ nature. Tt was not fond of flefh, bread, and
¢ feveral other kinds of nourithment. | Maybugs,
¢ boiled (hrimps, caterpillars, and fpiders, were
< its chief delicacies. - About the end of autumn,
it was found dead in its hole, being unable to
¢ endure the cold.  The hair on the back s of 3
¢ decp chefut colour; the cars are fhort; the
¢ forehead is round, and of a brighter colour
¢ than the back ; and the belly is yellow. The
¢ tail is of a moderate length, covered with fhort
¢ brown hair, and a kind of yellowith rings were
¢ perceptible all round it
Though Seba’s defeription and figure corre-
fpond very well with thofe of Hernandes, ft may
be doubted whether they relate to the fame a
mal; becaufe Seba makes no mention of the
deteftable odour, which he muft unqueftionably
Bave perceived in the courfe of a whole fummer,
during
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which he kept.the animal iv his gar

8 N ach doubt will remain, afier we are
¢ this animal does not fend forth
ritated or

durin
But 0
faformed, th?
s difgreeab
fighted 5
houfes by

ple odour, unlefs ‘when
and that it is often ta
the inhabitants of di

of monj

ve given the name of coafe, cocpalh clin=
e b Ol the two laft belong to the warm-
iy B0 B2 % South Ametiea, and may be Va-
b dlimat? € od not difting fpecics.
saies 01 3 e more temperate climates of New
Bt b n, the lionois, Caroling, &,
Spin, o be different fpecics, particularly
e which has only four tocs on e e
oy wiile all.the otbers have fve, Bt
(e snmals have th fom figure, the fimein-
e, the fame pelliferous odour, and may be
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faid to differ only in the len

110 d gth and

their hair. The coafe s of a pmzyc:!;? :

brown colour. . The conepatl *, upoa g by,

ground-colour, has five white bands which ex.
5

* The Englifh denominate felecat . fpecies of
s common ot only in Peny i

e, ot o SR
R A e
“nd i genbally of  black clous it thve whit Tanb
run ongimdially fom Heed t . Some OF him

fiens though raely, slmal enbrelywhite: s T
tinues not always on the ground, but ts ¥ b

makes great havocs

3 ke o o o, T

ot it
o oo 1 e e
ther of them flpt s

in he illed with fch
2 noxious odour, that the woman was not only fick for feveral ds

3 o ck fo sy
other provifions were fo infeded, that
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jnally from the head to the tail
he chinche * is white on the back, and black
e flnks, with a head entirly black, except
& it line which extends from the nap of the

hanfrin of the nofe. Is tail is

qeck to the ¢ z
iy, and covered with very long white bairs

el longitud

o This animal
e of he §
i the end of the
ader, and both form
e of the eyes, which are long 2 e s
ik, and all the rett white.
of & m

of ‘1 cat. Its
apper jaws which advances b
B outh that cxtends o the cstemal

T et
SEihRE
o B ey

P

e b
sof equal Teng

The hair is of a dark gr
¢ earth Ik

R (an b oy

‘ he
Tquireels, end their biris wonderfully oft and
 are found inthe Sierre of Pera; Hif.

mixed
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mixed with a litde black. The zorilla %, which
i ealled mapuriva 1, fecms to be'a fasall
fpecies. Tts tail, howerer, is as buthy an g
beautiful as that of the chinche, from ‘Which
differs in the difpofition of the Tpots in the
“The ground-colout of the zorilla is black, S
itk chere. are, Togrudinal white Tas N
tending from the head to the middle of the bag
and other tranfverfe whitebands on the flanks, thy
crupper, and the origin of the tail, whichis b,
a5 far a3 the middle, and then white to.the g
tremity 5 but the til of the chinche is of one
uniform colour. ~ All thefe animals  are nealy

iy which has no bad finell

Iu‘d.
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fume figure, and of the fize of an Buro~
e polecsts which they refemble fill more in
P manners, The phyfieal refuls of their
arganization are likewife the fame. Of all the

imals on this continent, the polecat diffufes
fjemoft diugreesble odour. 'This odour i only
e exalted in the mouffettes, whofe fpecies or
ties are numerous in America. But, in the

of the

more
varie

s large 2 The male i of a fine Back co-
s il mu black, nd (poed i white. Tts
I

pvx

T et T of e
v g e upon i, rearnd. and faved
S o e o, nd Gt kmum
\whid was mad of huning GSg. The
W Fhome Sty

"

july denominted
4 o

g up

4 form, tht ic

js chaviour,

e feconded” |,, arepulfe

from fome fc mis foch
ofphers, for ge pce round,
 other animals are imp.
il they are quit of it Hnu\u\d\ s unfupporcable to fon

a to let their game efcapes others, by

fir more prevailing 5 fors

i vl i the carth autacks gl they have
y e to do with fuch noifome

A el nd prove tame y aglive,
ex e T Foar and G pefevacon,

0. They hide the
s motiofthe

food i infelts and i

vz
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Old Gontincnt, the fpecies of the polecat s fingle,
for 1 believe not that the animal mentioned .
Kolbe, under the name of the finking ladger*,
‘which appears to be a real moufette, exifls atthe
Cape of Good Hope as a native of that country,
It may have been tranfported from Americay
and Kolbe, who is by no means exa® in fs
£a@s, may have borrowed his defeription fron
. Zuchel, whom he quotes as having feen this
animal in Brafil. That of New Spain, called
ez , feems to be the fume
animal with the zorilla of Peru; and the ree

found in New Spain, as well
and Carolina.
ance, par Kolbe, tom i,

s dodrantes vix fuperat, nigro
pilo, fed quibufiam in partibus fulvo -
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