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By LORETTA FULTON
State Editor

RULE -- In 1927, a young

man narced James Lisle, who
had mcved here just six years
earlie’, was killed in an acci-
dent. 'eaving his wife and four
childven to make it on thelr
owp,
§ };ﬁs Lisleofa widow amr
¢ years of marriage, was
" left with little choice. She had
- to supprrt her family, and
practically the only way to do
that was to carry on her hus-
band’s business.

- Fifty-four years later Ola
Mae Lisle is retiring from a
business she handled success-
fuly -- a business in which
wvomea still are as rare as a
ottor. patch without a boll
weevd. Mext fall, for the first
time ir half a century, cus-
tomers at the Lisle Gin Co.
won't be rreeted by owner-
mana er Mrs. James A. Lisle.

Mrs. Lisle is retiring this
raonth as “the boss around
rere” over a span of years
that saw the cotton industry
change from the days of team-'
drawn, one-bale wagons to
today’s 12-bale module makers
which dot the landscape.

Trose early years were ones
in which farmers cultivated
~small farms, often less than
200 acres. And usually half !
that acreage was planted in'
maize to provide feed for the
teams which did the work.

Those were the days when
every member of the family
‘picked cotton, piled it on the
wagon and prepared. for a
-rough, slow trip to the gin.
‘Mrs. Lisle remembered that
~one of the happiest moments
‘in the méum came when
wagons were replaced with
rut ber-tired trailers. |

‘“We thought that was won-
derful,’”’ she said.

Keeping Up With 'rechnology

duriug those yurs Mrs.
Lisle kept up with the latest
technology !
1ér “Clistoluers with the most
efficient ginning. She person-
ally oversaw the rebuilding of
he{vgl t‘t\gce. in 1949 and 1961.
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of the best years in the comp
business, 1926 and 1979. Cotton
this year is bringing the high-
est price she can remember,
80-plus cents per pound, but
the ‘grade of cotton isn't as

in ’ ’
ﬁ';’ad as in other years, she

For a woman who o
e

out not knowing “‘one
cotton from another,” Mrs.
Lisle has learned the business
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In the home of June and Leon Biffle, 84 players--Mrs, Bill(Lorene)
Fouts, Audie(Tommye) Verner, Robert(Belle)Turner, J.A. (Ola Mae)
Lisle, J.H. (Irene) Cloud, and Mrs. J.B. (Jessie) Parmley.
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March 8, 1981 = Mrs. Ola Mae Lisle was glven a retirement
tea in the home of Mrs and Mrs. Leon Biffle,, with Mr,. and
Mrs., Sam Turner as co-hosts.,. Six ladles,, Mrs. Jessie
Parmely, Belle Turner, Irene Cloud, Tommye Verner,, and
Loren Fouts, members of a 84 Club that  Mrs., Lisle helped
to start some 40 years ago, also were in the houseparty.

The Lisle's children, Grandchildren and Great-Grand-
children were present,. Children included, Mrs. Joe B..
(Jean) Cloud, Mrs. Scott(Fahed)white,, Mrs. Lance(Helen)
Pinkard and James A..Llisle, Jr.. Grandchildren included;
Scotty and wife Kinney Galil White, daughters - Kimberly
and Brandi; Joe Harold Cloud; Virginlia(wWestbrook) amd
husband Stephen,Hdtazhusysdaughepranec St8phtahtes Cafrinjicr;
and Jennifer; James and Wife Jo Ruth Lisle,, sons and families,,
Jimmy and wife Rhonda Lisle,, son - Justin,, Mike and wife-
Thelia Lisle,, and David Lisle

Mrs: June Biffle greeted the people at the door.,. Jean
Cloud registered guest;. James stood in 1line with his
mother and greeted friends who came,. June White served
punch, Helen Pinkard and Jo Ruth Lisle directed the people
to be served tdb the dining room table, from a 3 tiered cake,
The first layer was white, the second layer was chocolate
and the third layer was lemon, All three were covered with
snowwhite icing and decorated in pink. The fourth tler
was fresh flowers.. The punch was pink,. The serving
appointments were crystal and gold. Ewveryone in the house-
party wore plnk corsages,.

The Beautiful home of June and Leon Biffle was spacbbdus
and roomy and very interesting with objects of conversational
pleces from thelr travels around the world, pleces of art
painting by thelr two daughters, June's collection of cups
and mirrors,.birds,. small animals and all kinds of taxidermy
art of preserving and stuffing skins of animals that she has
been able to get. :

Joe Harold Cloud took plctures of the party. Leon Biffle
took movies of the people as they came, Thls i1s to be a
part of a film he 1s making of the people of Eile.,.

As you came through the front door you could see on the
wall grestings, white letters on a pink background (Mrs..
James A. Lisle, Bule love s you)..

Mrs:; Lisle received a plaque for the 54 years of Gln
business,, slso cards and gifts and pot plants,

It was a very cold cloudy March day, strong North wind
with a hint of snow in the air, but over a hundred friends,
coustbmers and neighbors came, Others called, some f'rom
out of town called. Mrs: and Mrs. Bill Ratliff of Haskell,
neighbors of Jimmy and Rhonda, came, They had been invited
by Justin,, and when they came 1in they said,"We do not know
you, but we know Justin, and we are glad to be here,”
Justin loves Margeret amd Blll.'
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""GROWING COMMUNITIES ARE BUILT BY PEOPLE WHD CAIE"
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Mrs. James'

On March 8th from 2;00 - 4;00
Rule had a retirement recep-
tion for Mrs. James A. Lisle.
It was held in the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Leon Biffle.
Hostesses were;

Mrs. Bell Turner

Mrs. Bill Fouts

Mrs. Jessie Parmelly

Mrs. Irene Cloud

Mrs. Audie Vernor

Mrs. Sam Turner

Mrs. Leon Biffle
Mrs. Lisle wore a yellow dress
and was presented with a pink
carnation corsage. Each
hostess wore a pink carnation
pin-on. Mrs. Sam Turner
baked and decorated a large
three tier cake in pink and
white.. Pink punch and coffee

were served with the cake.

Honored

Attending Mrs. Lisle were her
children- James A. Llsle Jr.-

‘Mrs. Joe B. Cloud, Mrs June

White, Mrs. Helen
Pinkard,Many grandchildren
and greatgrandchildren and
118 guests. She received many
nice gifts. It was a beautiful
occasion for a beautiful and
deserving lady.
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Mrs, Ola Mae Lisle
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THE COTTON GIN AND OIL MILL
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DUSTRIES JULY 14, 1979
ILSEED PROCESSING IN
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