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After 54 Years

“lisle Gin Co.,” which husband's deati 
ear next fall. After 54 Photo by Loretta^ 4 £ \ •'/* y* 7 jf\



By LORETTA FULTON 
State Editor
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B  RULE * J In 1927, a young 
man narked James Lisle, who 
had mcved here just six years 
earlier, was killed in an acci
dent. leaving his wife and four 
chilJven to make it on their 

| own.
' Mrs. Lisle, a widow after 

. eight years of marriage, was 
I left with little ehoice. She had 

to supprrt her fam ily, and 
! practically the only way to do 
i that was to carry on her hus- 
i band’s business.

Fifty-four years later Ola 
| Mae Lisle is retiring from a 

business she handled success
fully — a business in which! 
*om ei still are as rare as a 
cot.tor patch .without a boll 
weevJ. Next fall, for the first | 
time in half a century, cus
tomers at the Lisle Gin Co. 
won’t be rreeted by owner- 
mana ;er Mrs. James A. Lisle.

Mrs. Lisle is retiring this 
r.unth as “the boss around 

! r.ere” over a span of years 
; that saw the cotton industry 

change from the days of team- 
drawn, one-bale wagons to 
today’s 12-bale module makers 
which dot the landscape.

Tnose early years were ones 
in which farmers cultivated 
small farms, often less than 
200 acres. And usually half 
that acreage was planted in 
maize to provide feed for the 
teams which did the work.

Those were the days when 
every member of the family 
picked cotton, piled it on the 
wagon and prepared for a 
rough, slow trip to the gin. 
Mrs. Lisle remembered that 
one of the happiest moments 
in the industiy came when 
wagons were replaced with 
rutber-tired trailers.

“ tfe thought that was won
derful,” she said.

Keeping Up With Technology

.During those years Mrs.
Lisle kept up with the latest
teenaoiegl in order to provide

uer customers with the most 
efficient ginning. She person
ally oversaw the rebuilding of 
her gin twice, in 1949 and 1961.

When the Lisles moved to 
Rule in 1921, their first gin 
was run on steam produced 
from coal-fired boilers. The 
modern structure which today 
sits on the north edge of Rule 
is all-electric.

During her long career, 
Mrs. Lisle survived two of the i 
worse droughts in the area’s 
history, in 1931 and 1952. In 
that find drought the Lisle Gin << 
Co. processed the least num
ber of bales in its history, 500, 
compared to an all-time high 
of 12,000.

Mrs. Lisle also has seen two

of the best years in the cotton 
business, 1926 and 1979. Cotton 
this year is bringing the high
est price she can remember, 
90-plus cents per pound, but 
the grade of cotton isn’t as 
good as in other years, she 
said.

For a woman who started 
out not knowing “one bale of 
cotton from another,” Mrs. 
Lisle has learned the business 
literally from the ground up. 
Mrs. Lisle’s husband died in 
February 1927, and she had

■ « . “ U to learn how

is v S A tv s v r
someone to do it. Wre
day ; n; L w - “  school all
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through o ^ e S  
.everything there f .  £ *
****** ^  gin i S /  to know

trips T d a £  hundreda aW  Out there,” she
said. As a result. Mrs. Lisle, 
who will be 80 in August, said. 
“tha| gin out there is just like , 
the palm of my hand. I know 
everything in it and aU about 
it.”

In 54 years’ time Mrs. Lisle 
has had numerous male em
ployees working under her, 
but her unique position has 
never caused any problems.

“I’ve just had wonderful co
operation with flic hands,” she 
said. “They respected me and 
never questioned me.”

Mrs. Lisle also praised the 
{armors who have been her 
custom ers all these years. 
Without their support and pa
tronage, Mrs. L isle would 
have had to find another job.

“The farm ers were just 
wonderful,” she said. “They 
looked over so many mistakes 
right at first. I depended on 
them then and they depend on 
me now.”

Although Mr*. Lisle spent 
many long days and nights 
running the gin, she also had 
time for her four children and
their activities. A

r

athletic teams."
Mrs. Lisle also has been an 

a c t iv e  su p p o rter  o f th e  
school’s agricultural prog**®* >

and one year she was voted 
“outstanding fanner” by the 
ag department., la  the 1960s,

took'care of the children while 
Mrs. Lisle worked, but when it 
came to extra-curricular ac-, 
tivities at school, Mrs. Lisle 
was always on the front row.

“I don’t ever m in  anything 
in sports,” she said. Her Ian  
grandson to play sports for 
Rule High School will gradu
ate this year but that won’t 

Mrs. Lisle home, w m m

the J  ..........
Her iopport for the hom e 

tows lads hasn’t gone unno
ticed. In 1*74, she was risen a 
plaque by tte  Writ school for

o i iA w A f f  111 R l l l h

Mrs. Lisle wal' made -an hon
orary member of the Future 
Farmers of America chapter.

Other groups also have , ben
efited from Mrs. Lisle's par- 
ticipation over the years. She 
if  a member of the chamber 
of commerce, the Philadel- 
uhlan Club and the Rule Gtr- 

i den Club. She was a charter 
member of the Eastern Star 
chapter and the.• Recreational 
Club. In 1967 the chamber ef 
commerce voted her “Woman 
of the Year.” :

Mr*. Liale is active in the 
First Baptist Church where
she is a member of the TEL 
Sunday School Class and has 
been on the finance and nomi
nating committees.

“Everything the church has, 
I’m in it,” she said.

Never Wanted to Quit
With four children, 11 grand

children and 11 great-grand
children. Mrs. L isle isn ’t 
afraid  her hands w ill be  
tempttagly idle after retire
ment. She enjoys putting to
gether scrapbooks, and she 
has plans far traveling.

Mrs. Lisle said she has just 
begun telling people she won’t 
be back next year. Most of

; them are shocked to learn  
she’s retiring, she said.

“They think Tv been sort aff 
a martyr all these yea n ,” she;

I said. But Mrs. Lisle disagrees.’ 
“I’ve enjoyed it so much, it's 
been so pleasant. I never  
wanted to quit."

Mrs. Lisle adm its th ere  
aren’t many women doing toe' 
job she is. In fact when she St-, 
tended professional convent 
tions over the yean , she said,! 
“I usually was in a class hy. 
myself.”

But her philosophy about 
her career choice, wWch she’ 
would pass along to o tter, 
women if, “if you have to do!
it, ypu can do it.”1-4T4 *wmt‘
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In the home of June and Leon Biffle, 84 players— Mrs. Bill(Lorene) 
Fouts, Audie(Tommye) Verner, Robert(Belle)Turner, J.A. (Ola Mae) 
Lisle, J.H. (Irene) Cloud, and Mrs. J.B. (Jessie) Parmley.



anaef^orarwia**- er-j 
, sons and f a m i l ie s  
H ike and w ife

Mrs* June  B i f f  lte g r e e te d  th e  p eo p le  a t  th e  door*. J e a n  
Cloud r e g i s t e r e d  g u e s t* . Jam es s to o d  I n  l i n e  w ith  h i s  
m o th er and g re e te d  f r i e n d s  who oame*. June  W hite se rv ed  
punch* H elen  P ln k a rd  and Jo  Ruth L i s l e  d i r e c te d  th e  p eo p le  
to  he se rv ed  tfc th e  d in in g  room ta b le *  from  a 3 t i e r e d  c a k e . 
The f i r s t  l a y e r  was w h ite , th e  second l a y e r  was o h o o o la te  
and th e  t h i r d  l a y e r  was lemon* A ll th r e e  were co v ered  w ith  
snow w hlte I c in g  and d e c o ra te d  i n  p in k . The f b u r th  t i e r  
was f r e s h  flo w ers* . The punch was p ink* . The s e rv in g  
appo in tm en t's  were c r y s t a l  and gold* Everyone in  th e  h o u se - 
p a r ty  wore p in k  c o rsa g e s* .

The b e a u t i f u l  home o f June  and Leon B l f f l e  was spacfcfcus 
and roomy and v e ry  I n t e r e s t i n g  w ith  o b je c t s  o f c o n v e r s a t io n a l  
p ie c e s  from  t h e i r  t r a v e l s  around th e  w o rld , p ie c e s  o f a r t ,  
p a in t in g  by t h e i r  two d a u g h te r s ,  June* 's c o l l e c t i o n  of cups 
and m l r r o r s , , b i r d s , , sm a ll an im a ls  and a l l  k in d s  of tax id e rm y  
a r t . o f  p r e s e rv in g  and s tu f f i n g  s k in s  o f an im a ls  t h a t  she has 
b een  a b le  to  ge t*

Jo e  H aro ld  Cloud to o k  p i c t u r e s  of th e  p a r ty .  Leon B l f f l e  
to o k  m ovies o f th e  p eo p le  as th e y  came# T h is  i s  to  be a 
p a r t  of a  f i lm  he I s  m aking o f th e  p e o p le  o f Bible*.

As you came th ro u g h  th e  f r o n t  d o o r you co u ld  see  on th e  
w a ll  g r e e t in g s ,  w h ite  l e t t e r s  on a p in k  background  (Mrs*. 
Jam es A* L ls lie , Rule lo v e  s y o u )* .

Mrs* L i s l e  re c e iv e d  a  p la q u e  f o r  th e  5^ y e a rs  o f Gin 
b u s in e s s , ,  a l s o  c a rd s  and g i f t s  and p o t p l a n t s .

I t  was a v e ry  c o ld  c lo u d y  March d a y , s tro n g  N orth  wind 
w ith  a h i n t  o f snow i n  th e  a i r ,  b u t o v e r  a hundred f r i e n d s ,  
cousttom ers and n e ig h b o rs  came* O th e rs  c a l l e d ,  some from  
o u t of town c a l l e d * • Mr* and Mrs* B i l l  R a t l i f f  o f H a s k e ll ,  
n e ig h b o rs  o f Jimmy and Rhonda, came. They had been  in v i te d  
by J u s t i n , ,  and when th e y  came i n  th e y  said ,"W e do n o t know 
you , b u t we know J u s t i n ,  and we a re  g la d  to  be h e r e ."
J u s t i n  lo v e s  M arg ere t amd B i l l* .







“GROWING COMMUNITIES ARE BUILT BY PEOPLE WHO CARE"

IWsday, Mirth 12 19S1

On March 8th from 2;00 - 4;00 Mrs. Sam Turner Attending Mrs. Lisle were her
Rule had a retirement recep- Mrs. Leon Biffle children- James A. Lisle, Jr.-
tion for Mrs. James A. Lisle. Mrs. Lisle wore a yellow dress Mrs. Joe B. Cloud, Mrs June
It was held in the home of Mr. and was presented with a pink White, Mrs. Helen
and Mrs. Leon Biffle. carnation corsage. Each Pinkard,Many grandchildren 1 
Hostesses were; hostess wore a pink carnation and greatgrandchildren and

Mrs. Bell Turner pin-on. Mrs. Sam Turner 118 guests. She received many
Mrs. Bill Fouts baked and decorated a large nice gifts. It was a beautiful
Mrs. Jessie Parmelly three tier cake in pink and occasion for a beautiful and
Mrs. Irene Cloud white. Pink punch and coffee deserving lady.
Mrs. Audie Vernor were served with the cake.
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Mrs. Ola Mae Lisle
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$rs. Ola Mae Lisle
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