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dreamed, would have faved them the operation

battering-rams and other engines of way|
and, even at prefent, might be employed, gy
many cafes, with ad I am convineg
by my eyes, that, when thefe walls flipt, i the
cut made for rebuilding them had not hegy
fpeedily filled with ftrong mafon-work, the g
cient walls, and the two towers that have fubff.
edin good condition nine hundred years, and
one of which s 125 feet high, would have tum.
bled into the valley, along with the rocks upo
which they are founded. ~ As moft of our his
compofed. of calcarious ftone

bafe, the firft firata of which nore

: A
or lefs moiftened with the waters that filtra

te
ks, it appears to
that, by expofing thefe moiftened beds

, the whole mafs of rocks and

carth refting upon the clay would flip, and ins
few days tumble into the cut, efpecially during
v _This mode of difiantling a for-
trefs is more fimple than any hitherto invented;
ence has convinced me that its fuccefs

through the crevices of the r
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TO what T h y remarked concern-

ing turf, 1 fhall fubjoin the following fadk
Tn the j on of Bergues-Saint-Winock,
Turnes, and Bourbour d turf at three or
Thefe beds of turf
are generally two feet thick, and are compofed
of corrupted wood, of entire trees with their
hes and leaves, and particularly of filberds

the downs and the high country in the environs
of Bergues, &cc. ? ote ages, when Flan-
ders awas only a vaft foreft, a fadden inundation’
of the fea muft | zed the whole country,
and, in retiring, depofited all the trees, wood,
twigs, which it had eradicated and defiroyed
territory of Flanders; and this

ed in the month of Au-

we ftll find the leaves
on the filberds. This

aken pl
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that province was conquered by Julius Caf,

fi cation is made of it in the writings
of the ancients *.

Tl e lob we. fometimes

from that of

For example, in Mount Gane-

sne, we find, on one fide of

f and the

ed, and on the

bed of the leaves of

foflil oyflers

other fide, we me

allo reeds, the whole

blended together and fed in mud.  When
perceive the fame

1 on the ma

all kinds of tre

Befides, the leaves are

deft for we can eaf

deftroyed ; for
fpecies: They

h

« We diltinguith,” M. Guettard remarks,
two fpecies of turf:
marine, and the other of
fuppofe the firft to have been formed when
the fea covered all thofe parts of the

e is compofed of

which are now in The feco
pofed to have uced uponthe

s fyfem, it is ima

+ Letwre de M. L
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that the currents carried the fea-plants into the
hollows formed by the mountains, which were
elevated above the waters, and, after
tolled about by the waves, were depofited in
the hollows.

« This or

great quantity of fea-plan

The Dutch even
ize, that the goodnefs of their turf is owing

to the bitumen with which the fea-water is

impregnated, and that they were formed by

count for the phnomenon.

ted in the
e runs;
extends from Roifly to
s cven near Roifly that
g . ... But thofe ncar
< open
and bad : ¢, hor
i, an hich grow in bad foils.
Thefe meadows are dug to the depth of cight
or ten feet. . . . per ftratum,
there is a bed of out a foot thick, and
impregnated widh sver and land fhell ...

monly carl
ly of the f

¢ a5 we defeend. . Thefe turfs are

¢ brown colour, intermixed with r
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and other plants. Wi
beds

In mallts of tuf. we fometimes it the
Rems of willow and poplars, and fometine
the roots of thefe and fimilar trecs,

e fee no fhells in thefe

arcon fide, an oak
o feet. It
It crumbled t, after being

expofed to theair, found, on the

Roifly fide, between th

h of two feet.

below the furfac
¢ Turfs are perhs
environs of Litamp
curfs contain but very little mofs,
lour is a fine b

ele
Their co-

; They are heavy, and
burn mu in an ordinary fire.  Good charegs]
might be made of them. . . -, i
‘The turfs in the neighbourhood of Etampes
may be confidered as a continuation of thofe
all the meadows ade
the river of Etampes are probably

full of turf. The 0

the meadows throu

n a word,

tained,

mined,

refoure
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, as at Bourneuille, at Croué, near Beau~
at Bruneval, in the environs of Péronne,
in the diocefe of Troyes in Champagne, &e-

This combuftible fubftance would be a great

it were ufed in fuch places as want

wool. :
There are likewife turfs near Vitri-le-Fra

gois, and in the morafs along the M.
turfs are good, and contain great quantitics of
acorn fhells. The mar! fh of Saint-Gon in the
environs of Chalons is full of turf, which the
inhabitants will foon be obliged to ufe for wane

of wood™®.
i

Of Subterrancous, Petrifi

<IN the territories of the Duke of Saxe-Co-
bourg, which lie on the frontiers of Fran
and Saxe, and at fome leagues from the
town of Cobourg, there are found, at a fral
depth, whole trees fo completely petrifid, th
1 rd as agate:
m were given by the
hoepflin, who tranfini
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