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TO THE NEW WORLD. 1g
If we reckon that 206 fpecics of quadrupeds exift
in the whole known quarters of the globe®,
we fhall find above 130 of them in the Old Con-
tinent, and lefs than 70 in the New; and, if
we fubtrac the fpecies common to both ¢
nents, or thofe which, by their conflitution, were
able to endure the rigours of the North, and pal-
fed by land from the one Continent to the other,
the New World cannot claim above 40 native
fpecies. In America, therefore, animated Na-
ture is weaker, lefs adtive, and more circumferi-
bed in the variety of her productions ; for we
perccive, from the enumeration of the American
animals, that the number of fpecies is not only
fewer, but, in general, that all the animals are
much fmaller than thofe of the Old Continent.
No American animal can be compared with the
clephant, the rhinoceros, the hippopotamus, the
dromedary, the camelopard, the buffalo, the lion,
the tiger, &c. The tapir or tapiicrete 1 of Bra
fil, is the largeft quadruped of South At
This animal, the clephant of the New World,
exceeds not the fize of a calf of fix months old,
ot of a very fmall mule; for he has been com-
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having neither a whole

no refemblance to either
sor a cloven hoof, but feet irregularly digitated,
namely, four toes on tt n
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that of the hog: head, however, is propor-
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able at pleafure. is not fo larg
the tapir, and he appears t be large only by the
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a much nn,\nu

The Cabiai ¥, which, next to the tapir, i
Lm;‘[l animal of South America, exceeds ne

He diffe

the mar;

nimal by cor

eyes are large, hi

fmall, his b

TO THE NEW WORLD. 117
&e. He has alfo an open gland on the lower
part m mmm,,“w\ difeharges a fetid liquor.
ccies different from that of
and neither the tajacc
tapir, are found in any part of t
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, which w

, the largeft of \uu.h is

feem to be peculiar to South America. Thei
fruture is very fingular; they have no teeth;
their tor long and cylindrical, like that of
the birds called woodpeckers ; the opening of
the mouth is fo fmall, that they can neither bi
nor hardly lay hold of any thing; but extend
their long tongue, and, putting it in the way of
the ants, retract it when loaded with thefe in-
fe@s, which is the only method they have of
procuring nourifhmen

The floth f, which the natives of Braf

ai or bai, count of the plaintive cry
which it sally utters, feems likew
peculiar e New Continent. He is
fmaller than any of the former, being only b
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on the fore and hind-feet, the fore-leg
Jonger than the hind ones, a very fhort t
10 external cars.  Befides, the floth and the ar-
‘madillo are the only quadrupeds which have no
cutting and canine tecth, but cylindr
only, which are rounded at the extre
ly like thofe of fome of the cetaccous animals.

The cariacou of Guiana is an animal of the
nature and fize of our I The
male has horns which fall off annually, and the
female has none. At Cayenne, he is called the
id. - There is another fpecies, called be

rities, near-

little cariacou, ot marfb-bind, which is confide~
rably fmaller than the former, and the male has
no horns.  From the refemblance of

1 fufpe@ed that the cariacou of Cayenne mig]
be the cuguacu®, or cougouacou-apara of

fil; and, having compared the deferiy
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middle fized and fmaller kinds are the gouan-
dous *, or cuandus, the agoutis, the coatis, the
pacos 1, the opoffum f, the Indian hogs, the
cavies |, and the armadillos §, which, 1 believes
are all peculiar to America, though our lateft no-
menclators mention a fpecies of armadillo in the

Aft-Indics, and another in Aftica. For the ex-
iftence. of thefe, we bave only the teftimony of
the deferiber of the cabinet of Seba, which is not
anauthority that merits credit ; for errors arifing
from the names of countries are very common in
colledtions of natural objed 1 animal is pur-

| ne of the Ternate, or Ame-

chafed under the

yican bat, another under that.of the Eq/l-India
armadillo. The )

under thefe af ns in the defeription of this
colle@ion, and are adopted into the lifts of our
nomenclators. But, when examined more clofely,

thefe Ternate, or Ar bats, are found to be

tapin do Brafl; B
§ Tatou, Armadillo

French
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French bats ¥, and th African arma-
dillos may likewife belong to America. : ;
We have not hither d theape tribes, G it Afcica; dod fome et
ufe their hiftory dema rticul 3 of the Old Co ot of the .\m.

c n:

apes of £
America
applied, 2

s of the Old Conti~
of the New.

and dy is contradted like that of the

hyena, i rent from the apes formerly

mentioned.  His tail is very fhort, and always

d broad at the ex-
nd of a blood




122 ANIMALS PECULIAR

in the fouthern deferts of the Old Continent, and
not in America.

Hence all the apes which have no tails, @
all thofe whofe tails are remarkably fhort, belong
folely to the Old Continent; and, of thofe with
Jong tails almoftall the large kinds are found in
Africa. There arc a few of a middle fize in
America; but the animals, called /ittle mon
ewith long tails, are very numerous in
World. Thefe litle monkeys are the,
lhc/ ouins T, the tamarins, &
the particular hiftory of thefe animals, it fhall be
fhown  that all the c keys are dif-
ferent from thofe of Affi

“The makis 1, of which we know three or four

fpecies, or varieties, make a near approach to the

monke
hands, but longer and fhai
alfo peculiar to the Old C
the animals of Africa and the fouth of Afia
which have received the names of ages or
Reys are not o be found in America, any more
than the elephant, rhinoceros, or tiger

The more minutely we inquire i
jeat, we will be the me

mals of the fouthern
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which are now found there, were tranfported by
man, as the Guiney fheep, which has been car~
riedtoBrafil; theGuiney-pig, which w

from Brafil into Guiney, and, perha

other fmall anin
was facilitated by the commerce and fmall diftance
of thefe two parts @ e. Between the

the tranfportation of which

coaft of Guiney and that of Brafil, there are
about 500 leagues of feas and there are more
than 2000 between the coaft of Peru and the
Eaft Indies. All thofe animals which, from their
nature, cannot endure cold climates, and even
thofe which, though they could fubfift, cannot
produce in fuch climates, are confined, on two
or three fides, by feas which they are unable to
traverfe, and, on the other, by countries fo cold,
that they cannot live in them, Hence we ought
his general fa@, which at firft
ur, and was never before fo much
mely, that none of the animals

es of the Torrid Zone of

found in the other.

ANIMALS COMMON TO BOTH
CONTINENTS.

FROM the preceding enum ,itappears,

that not only the quadrupeds in the warmeft

climates of Africa ut moft of thofe in

the temperate regi

America. But feve animals which can en-
dure
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