THE TAPETI OR

there are wild and domeftic rabbits which have
1o refemblance to thofe of Spain *.

THE TAPETI, or BRASILIAN HARE f.

THE tapeti { feems to make a near approach
fpecies of the hare or rabbit. It is found

l, and many other parts of America,
refembles the European rabbit;

and it refembles the hare in fize and colour,
only it is a litle browner. Its cars are very
long, and fhaped like thofe of the hare. s
hair is red on the forchead, and whitifh on
Some of them have a white circle

ring round the

itus ; R
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BRASILTIAN HARE. P
round the neck ; but others have a white throat,
breaft, and belly. They have black eyes,
and whifkers like our rabbits; but they want
The tapeti refembles the hare in
its manner of n fecundity, and in the
quality of its ﬂcﬂ\, ehithbis extremely good.
Like the hare, it dwells in the fields or in the
woods, and burrows not, like the rabbit f.
The animal of New Spain, mentioned by Fe
nandes, under the name of citl;
the fame with the zapeti § of Brafil ; and both
are perhaps only varieties of the Europe
who have paffed by the northern lands from the
one Continent to the other
Some other fpecies of animals might be.added
to the preceding lift; but the acc
them are fo vague, that I choofe rather to con=
fine myfelf to what is known with fome de-
gree of coruainty, than (0 give way o con-
jeture, or to exhibit creatures of imagination
real fpecies. But, notwithftanding this limi-

tation, intelligent men will eafily perceive, that
my hiftory of quadrupeds is as complete as they
could poflibly expect. It comprehends a great
number of new animals, and none of thofe which
were formerly known are omitted-

gr. Hift. Nat. Braf, p. 2
i , Hitt. Brafil,
— Lepores nova Hify:
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The preceding notices, though compofed of
twenty-one articles, contain not above nine or
ten diftingt fpecies; for all the others are only
varieties. The white bear is only a variety of
the common kind ; the Tartarian cow, of the
bifon ; the Guiney and Cape-Verd hogs, of the
common hog, &c. Hence, by adding thefe
ten fpecies to about one hundred and cighey,
whofe hiftory we have given, the total number
of quadrupeds, the exiftence of which is pro-
perly afcertained, exceeds not two hundred
fpecies uponi the ficface of, the. whole Knomn!
world,
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ADDITIONS from the Supplementary

Volume.
THE CRAB-EATER*

HE name crab-cater, or crab-dog, has
been given to this animal, becaufe crabs

¢ his principal food. has very little rela=
tion to the dog o fox, to which fome travellers
< compared him. He feems to be more near-

1 to the opoffums; but he is much larger,
carries not her young,

ly tail, the
¢t claws on the hind feet,
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