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The SURIKATE, or FOUR,
TOED WEASEL®,

P HIS animal was purchafed in Hollang,

under the name of Surikate. Tt is a pa
tive of Surinam, and other provinces of Souty
Americat. We fed it for fome time ; and after.
wards M. de Seve, who has drawn, with equal
#kill and attention, the animals publithed in this
‘work, having kept it alive during feveral months,
communicated to me the remarks he had mady
with regard to its natural habits and difpofitions,
It is a handfome, acive, and dextrous animal,

fometimes walking on end, and frequently fi.

* The four-toed weafel, wich the upper jaw much Tonger than
the lower, and very moveableand pliant.  The ears are rowded;
the bair pretty long, hard, and upright, varied with hh:»(md
white; the points black, It has only four toes on cach
‘whichis an exception o the wealel kind. 'The tal is taper, ™
Tengeh af the animal, from nofe to tail, is about one oot g
of the il G ches; Posats Syl of Qs ’

. Pennant remarks, that M. de Baffon s the only peron
who s defiibed,this nimal, bt tha e foems 1 g b
deccived with regard to the place of its nativity. Infiead of South
America, Mr, Pennaat fays, that it inhabits the Cape of Good
Hope and the ifand of Java, and refers, for his authories o
Pallas, Mifl. Zeol. p. 59, Go. and Rumpb, Hrb. Ambsi, et
2-71. The later, when fpeaking of the ichneamon, or muncos,
fays « ac difinguendus ¢t 3 foracate en Javaroram zape, gl
£ off mulela,!

ting
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ting upright, with his fore-feet hanging down,
bis head ere, and moving on the neck as
upon a pivot. He always affumed this attitude
when he came near the fire to warm himfelf.
He is not {o large as a rabbit, and pretty much
refembles the ichneumon, both in fize and hair,
only it is rougher, and the tail is not fo long.
But, by the prominency of the upper part of
the muzzle, he makes a nearer approach to the
coatiy or Brafilian Weafel, than to any other
animal. ~ He has alfo a chara@er which is pecu-
liar to him and the hyxna; for they are the
only animals which have four toes on all their

ect.
At firft, we fed this furikate with milk, be-
caufe he was very young: But his tafte for
flefh foon appeared. ~ He eat raw meat, and par-
ticularly the flefh of chickens, with great avi-
dity. He likewife endeavoured to feize young
animals. A young rabbit, which lived in the
fume houfe, would have fallen 2 prey to him,
if he had not been prevented from making the
attack.  He was fond of fifh, and fill fonder
of eggs. 1 have feen him carry off, with his
two paws, eggs which had been put into the wa-
ter to be boiled. He refuled fruits, and even
bread, unlefs it was mathed.  Like the fquirrel,
he employed his fore paws to convey his vic-
tuals o his mouth, Tn drinking, he lapped like
adog, and never drank water bus when it was
warm.  His ordinary drink was his own urine,
S though
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though it had a very firong odour. He fron
Ticked with the cats, and always innocently, ' He
did no harm to the children, and never bitany
perfon but the mafter of the' houfe; to whon
Be had taken an averfion. - He never gnawed
with his teeth, but often injured the plafter ang
furniture by feratching with hisclaws. - He wag
fo well tamed, that he:knew: his own' name,
He went. about through the whole houfé, ang
returned whenever. he was-called.  He ‘uttered
two kinds of founds, When he was tired by
being alone, or heard any unufual noife, he barks
edlikea young dog 5 and, when he was careffid
or felt any pleafant emotion, he made 2 ndife
as brifkc and firiking as a fmall rattle rapidly
turned round. . This animal was a female, and
appeared to be frequently in feafon, notwithe
flanding the coldnefs of the climate, whick,
though ~every: thing was done to cherith and
keep her warm, the could fupport during one
winter only.

SEUSPORSIET AN BN

WE formerly remarked, that the furikate did
1o injury to children; and that it never bit any
perfon but adults, and, among others, the mafter
of the family, againft whom it had taken an
averfion. I fince heard that it never attacked

cither
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cither the mother or the'children of his family;
but that it bit a number of other perfons of both
fexes. - M. de Séve remarked, that it was i
duced to bite by fome particular odour,  When
1aid hold of, the cartilage at the end of its nofe
curled up while it finellcd, and, according to the
odour received, it either bit or did not bite. " This
experiment was tried upon a number of people ;
it is fingular, ‘whenever i¢ bit one perfon,
it always continuied to bite him.
were [o difagreeable fo him, that he endeavoured
to make his efcape in order to bite them; and,
when he could not' lay hold of the legs, he
darted upon their fhoes or pettycoats. He even
uled feveral artifices to come near thofe whorn
he withed to bite.
M. Vofinaér, in his defe

me people

n of a flying

fquirrel, makes the following pertinent r¢
¢ M. de Buffon,’ fays M. Vofmaé

¢ bably been deceived both with regard to thie
name and the native country of the furikate,
which was laft fummer tranfnitted by M. Tul-
bagh tothe Prince of Orange. It belongs not

to America, but to Aftica. This fmall animal,
a male and a female of which were direced to
me, but the female died in the paffage, was un-
known to Kolbe, or at leatt is not mentioned
by him, and appears to be found far up the
country only: This inference may be drawn
from the governour's letter, which I received
at the fame time, and where he makes the fol-

¢ lowing
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¢ lowing remark: 7 fend by the Cuptain
¢ fnall animals, a male and a female, 1o whig,
<7 can ncither give a name, nar refer them 1o any
< ather fpecies s becaufe they werey for-the i
< i, brought from the. remote deferts and fny
< mountains of this vaft country.  They are wery
¢ mild and gentle.  They feed upon frofs mea
< cither boled or raso, eggs, and ants. " I bope hey
¢ will arrive in life; for, Iimaginc, they wer
© newer bitberta fien in’ Europe.”

The evidence of M. Tulbagh is pofitive, ang
M. de Vofmaér's remark is jut ; for, though |
had this animal alive for a long time, I reccived
its name and country from no better authorty
than an animal merchant, who told me he had
purchafed it in Holland under the name of firi-
kate, and that it came from Surinam.  We are
now certain that it is neither found in Surinam
nor in the other provinces of South Americs,
but in the mountains of Aftica above the Gapo
of Good Hope; and, as to the name, it is of
little moment: It can be changed when we re-
ceive better information.

Flate COXVIL

SURICATE.
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