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Asthe hare and rabbit, though very fimilar
both in external form and internal firuc-
ture, never intermix, they conflitute two diftiné
{pecies. However, asit has been maintairied by
hunters T, that the male hares, in the rutting fea-
fon, purfie and cover femalc rabbits, I endea
voured to difcover what would refult from this
union.  For this purpofe, I reared together male
sabbits and female hares, and female rabbits and
male hares.  But nothing was produced from
thefe trials. I only learned from them, that
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thefe animals, though very fimilar in form, ars
fo different in their natures, as to be incapable of
producing mules. T put a young hare and 5
young female rabbit in the fame apartment; bu
they lived not together three months.  As foon
as they acquired a little ftrength, they became
mortal enemies, and their continual wars tere
minated in the death of the hare. ~ OF two male
hares farther advanced in life, which I confined
feparately with a female rabbit, one fuffered the
fame fate ; and the other, which was very firong,
and very ardent, perpetually tormented the rab
bit with attempts to cover her, and at laft killed
her by wounds, or by too violent carefles. I
made fimilar trials with three or four male rab-
bits, and an equal number of female hares 3 but
the latter died in a fill fhorter time. Though
nothing was produced, T am inclined to think
that they fometimes actually coupled. Itis cer-
tain, at leaft, that, notwithftanding the refifance
of the female, the male was gratified: Andit
was more reafonable o expedt fruit from thefe
mixtures than from that of the rabbit and hen,
which, according to. certain author, would pro-
duce chickens covered wwith bair, or rablits con
wered with fiathers *. This ridiculous conclu=
fion was drawn from a vicious male rabbit, which,
having no female, ufed a hen in the fame man-
ner as he would any other moveable. It was
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extremely improbable, that two fpecies, fo
yemote from each other, fhould be fertile, while
nothing refults from the union of the hare and
rabbit, whofe fpecies are fo very analogous:

The fecundity of the rabbitis fill greater than
that of the hare. | Without believing, with Wot-
ton, that, from a fingle pair put upon an ifland;
fix millions were found at the end of one year,
it s certain that thefe animals multiply fo- pro~
digioufly in a country which is commodious for
them, that the produce of the earth is not fuf-
ficient to afford them fubfiftence. They devour
herbs, roots, grain, fruits, and even young trees
and fhrubs; and if not furnithed with  dogs
and ferrets, the inhabitants would be obliged to
defert thefe countries. ~ The rabbit not only pro=
duces more frequently,-and i greater number
than the hare, but has likewife mere refources
for efeaping his enemies. - He eafily abftra@ts hime
felf fromthe obfervation of man. The holeswhich
he digs in the earth, where he retires during the
day, and impregnates his mate, protec him from
the ravages of the wolf, the fox, and birds of prey.
Herethe whole familylive in perfec fecurity. The
females nourifh their young about two months,
and never allow them to go out of their retreat
tillthey are able to fhift for themfelves. By this
means, they avoid all the dangers of youth ; while
more hares, on the contrary, are deftroyed du-
ring this period than in all the after-part of their
ives.

This
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This management is alone fufficient to-proy
that the rabbit is fuperior in fagacity to the
hare.  The ftructure of both is the fame, and
might enable them - equally to dig retreats in the
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never leave their offspring ¢ They never go ont
but when preffed with hunger, and return as foon
as they have filled their flomach, which they dy
with furprifing quicknefs.  In this manner they
tend and fuckle their young for more than fix
weeks, during which the father has no knows
ledge of them. He never enters the hole dug
by the mother ; and the female, when fhe leayes
her young, frequently fhuts up the mouth of the
holé with carth diluted in'her own urine.  Bu,
when they begin to come to the mouth of the
Tole, ‘and o eat groundfel, or other herbs, pres
fented to them by the mother, the father feem
to know them: He takes them between his
paws, fimooths their hair, and licks their eyes,
Each of them, one afier another, equally pars
takes of his care and attention. He receives,
at the fame time, many carefles from the mo-
ther; and, in a few days afterward, fhe s ge-
nerally impregnated.

I received the following remarks from M. Ie
Chapt du Moutier, who has amufed himfelf fot
feveral years in rearing rabbits : © I began, fays
he, ¢ with only one male arid one female.  The
¢.male was perfely white, and the female
¢ brown. - In their pofterity, which was very nu=
¢ merous, the brown greatly predominated; there
was a confiderable number of them white and
mixed, and fome black. When the female is
in feafon, the male feldom quits her.  His con-
fitution s fo vigorous and ardent, that I have
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¢ feen him embrace the female five or fix times
« in lefs than an hour, - In the time of coition,
« the female lies flat on her belly, with her four
¢ paws firetched out ; and fhe utters fmall crics,
« which rather indicate pleafure than pain. Their
¢ manner of coupling refembles that of the cats,
< yith this difference, that the male bites the
¢ peck of the female with lefs violence, Thefe
« animals pay much refpe@ to their fathers,
¢ which I difcovered by the great deference my
¢ rabbits entertained for their original father, who
¢ ywas cafily diftinguifhed by his whitencfs, being
¢ the only male of this colour which I preferved.
« The family foon increafed : But thofe who had
« Jikewife become fathers, were always fibordi-
¢ nate to their firft fire.  Whenever they fought,
« cither for females or food, the grandfather ran
¢ up to them with full fpeed ; and, as foon as they.
¢ perceived him, order was re-eftablifhed. ~ If
¢ he furprifed them in the.a@, he firt feparated
¢ the combatants, and then gave them an exem~
¢ plary punifhment. 1 had fill a farther pro
¢ of his dominion over his pofterity. Having
¢ accuftomed them to retire into their apartment
¢ upon the blowing of a whiflle, when I gave
¢ the fignal, however diftant they might be, the
¢ grandfather put himfelf at their head, and,
¢ though he arrived firft, he allowed them all to
¢ pafs before, and entered laft himfelf. I fed
¢ them with bran, hay, and a good deal of juni~
YOL.. IV. L ¢ per
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per ; of this latthey cat the berries, the leares,
the, bark, and leave nothing but the wood,

"This food gave a fine flavour to their fif,

and made it equally good as that of the wild

rabbit.”

Thefe animals live cight or nine years,  As
they pals the greateft part of their lives in holes,
where they enjoy perfedt tranquillity, they grow
much fatter than hares.  Their flefh differs like-

both in colour and tafte. 'The flefh of the
sabbit s very delicates but that of the

and hard. s I formerly remarked,

they ‘are_originally natives of warm  climates,
known to the Grecks *; Greece and

cem to be the only places in Europe

where they anciently exifted. From therice they
tted into more temperate regions,

France, Germany, Britain, where they

ralized. ~ But, in very cold coun

ries, as Sweden §;-aud other parts of the north,
hey cdnnot be reared in houles; ‘and they perfl
shen abandoned to the fields.  But, on the con-
trary, they are fond of exceffive heat ; for we
ind them in the moft fouthern parts of Afia and
Africa, as along the Perfic Gulf§, the bay of

Animal, Tb. §. cap. 1.
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galdana®, in Lybia, Senegal, and Guiney .
They are likewife found in our American
iflands §, where they have been brought from.
Turope, and have fucceeded extremely well.

+ Lt Gen. des Voyages, par M. PAGBE Prevdi, tom i
P on, Af. de Afrc, defeipt par i, p. 257, Le Voy-
L ac Gut. Bof, p. 25
Dt Gen. des Ansles par le P, de Terre, tom.
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