






































GCOUNTY OF SAGINAW

SAGINAW %
MICHIGAN -
BUREAU ':
CRIMINAL IDENTIFICATION
HUGO MUEHLENBECK, DALE AUSTIN,
SHERIFF é e SUPERINTENDENT

i 0

September 27, 1943

SeDe Myres :
Saddle Company
El Paso, Texas

Dear Sirs

I would like you to send me, one (1), Tom Threepersons
hand stiteohed gun holster, number 610, as shown on page
13 of your latest catalogues

I want the holster for a Colt Police Positive, 38 revol=-
vor, with a four inch barrell, Please mail C.0.D.s

Trusting to hear from you in the near future, I am

Sincersely yours,

A——

Dale Austin
Superintendent
Identification Bureau

DAsbd









April 3, 1946

Mr. S. D. Myres

S. D. Myres Saddlery Company
526 E. Overland Street

El Paso, Texas

My dear Sam: \

The big push for the big Southwestern Livestock Show and Rodeo is
behind us, and I earnestly hope that you are satisfied with the
results. My interest in your being satisfied is simply because you
put so much into the show in a material, spiritual and physical way
that I want you of all people to feel as though your efforts were

justified - I hope you give it your stamp of approval.

But there is another day and bigger and finer show - we can't stand
still, we must forge ahead despite hell and high water,

To you, Bill and Dace I send my deepest appreciation for not only
having contributed such a wonderful trophy, but for the personal
efforts you all put forth. You were right in there pitching all

the time and encouraging people, and you particularly were very
generous with your time. Your being present at the public gatherings,
your words of wisdom and your sound philosophy contributed tremendously.

With best wishes to you all and may your days be many and happy, I
remain as ever and most sincerely,

Your amigo

Chris P, Fox

Exec. Vice-Pres. & Gen. Mgr.,
CPF/em

CHAMB]ER OF COMMERCE - EL PASO - TEXAS

ExecuTivE OFFICE: KArRL O. WYLER, President CHRIS P. Fox, Execntive Vice-Presideni
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SMITH&WESS ON PLEASE ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY

January 13, 1942

S. D. Myers Saddle Company
Xl Paso
Texas

Dear Tio:

This will acknowledge receipt of the nice write-up from
the pen of Charlie Askins. Certainly the story was justi-
fied and you can prove your great ability, if necessary,
by exhibiting the medal which was presented to you at

Camp Perry.

Things are pretty hectic with us here.
Douglas was in yesterday to say goodbye as he has bsen
transfered to San Francisco. Doubtless he will drop you a

line when he finds out where he is going to be.

Please convey my kindest regards to Lee, and write whenever
you have the spirit to your most sincere friend

=
N

CVB/dh Cy Bassett
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940 First National Building
Oklahoma City 2, Oklahoma
April 29, 1946

Mr, S. D. Myres

Myres Saddle Company
El Paso, Texas

Dear T. O, Sam:

I received your most welecome letter of April 25th, and although
I was sorry to learn that you had & bad case of neuralgia, toothache,
etc., it was a pleasure to hear from you end learn that the boys of the
southwest, as usuel, are still Prosperous and in good health., A few
weeks back I had the privilege of visiting New Mexico - very short stops
in Albuguerque and Roswell, but to my diseppointment I did not have the
pleasure of coming on to El Paso, but am looking forward to a short
visit thers in the near future.

The papoose and squaw are both fairing very nicely at the present
time, and we are about to get our home in shape. I have been building a
fence for the last month, and am happy to advise thet next Sunday after-
noon I can close the gate and safely say I have them fenced in.

I had a letter from Bob Drennan recently, which I havenht had an
opportunity to answer, but contemplate doing so soon.

Shirley and I are still looking forward to you taking a few days
vecation from E1 Paso and paying us a visit,

I em still doing a little pistol shooting, but have been cutting
out & lot of exhibitions.

I haven't heard from or seen Frenklin Reynolds for some time, but
hear from him indirectly every few days, Some afternoon I am going %o
take a few hours of f end check up on his pistol shooting end will give
you a first hand account,

Any time there is anything we can do for you in Oklahoma I want
you to Peel at liberty to let your desires be known.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely

+ BRYC



! TOM CONNALLY, TEX., CHAIRMAN

WALTER F. GEORGE, GA. ARTHUR CAPFPER, KANS,

ROBERT F. WAGNER, N. Y. ROBERT M. LAFOLLETTE, JR., WIS,

ELBERT D. THOMAS, UTAH ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG, MICH.

JAMES E. MURRAY, MONT. WALLACE H. WHITE, JR., MAINE

CLAUDE PEPPER, FLA, HENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN. *

THEODORE FRANCIS GREEN, R. i. WARREN R. AUSTIN, VT. S zieb .E i

e el oy Wln fatles Dena
JOSEPH F. GUFFEY, PA. ALEXANDER WILEY, WIS,

CARTERIGLASENA, CHAN GUIRNIE Y ¢ DAK: COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

JAMES M. TUNNELL, DEL.

CARL A, HATCH, N.. MEX. July 29’ 19,13,6

LISTER HILL, ALA
SCOTT W. LUCAS, ILL.

ROBERT V. SHIRLEY, CLERK

Mre. S. D, }\fyres
El Paso
Texas

My dear Myres:

This will acknowledge your letter of July 20 and
enclosures which I am herewith returning as you request,

You have doubtless noted that the OPA bill has
been extended and the President has signed it., I voted for
the bill,

I deeply appreciate your kind and generous com-
ments concerning my services as Chairman of the Foreign Relations
Committee.,

With cordial good wishes, I am

Sincerely,

TC/hlk



TO OUR CUSTOMERS AND THE TRADE: . Dallas, Texas,

' July 15, 1946.
For the last 15 days, we have held our prices to the June
30th, level and our stock of materials has been practically
exhausted. NOW, we are obliged to have new shipments from the
tanneries and their NEW PRICES seem to range from about 20%
to 407 advance. We are advised that the hide market has
advanced about 75%. THEREFORE, we are obliged to raise our
prices in LINE WITH NEW TANNEBY PRICES TO US - ALL SHIPMENTS
we make to you STARTING IMMEDIATELY, both on the tack-log of
orders on file and all new orders will be shipped as fast as
we have the leather available, UNLESS YOU ADVISE US_BY
RETURN_MAIL NOT TO SHIP, and we will bill at our lowest
prices, BUT IN LINE WITH TANNERY ADVANCES. We will have a
limited supply of Eastern Skirting and Strap leather in a
few days.

TANNERS LEATHER CO., INC.






TZ 0 Sdm EL PASO, TEXAS

SAM D. MYRES

Since the enclosed letter was written,
we have received the letter atiached. This
is a personal letter which we would appreciate
you will retume. We send you this letter seo
you will get the insideand a direct dope of
whet is taking place.

Sincersly



Epcar S. Kierer Tannine Co.

SALES DEPARTMENT

223-225 WEST LAKE STREET MAIN OFFICE
TANNERY AND FACTORIES

C.K.ORR VICE PRESIDENT C
e e HICAGO ,6, i ) GRAND RAPIDS,MICH.

IRVING M.ORR.PRESIDENT & TREAS.

July 18, 1946

S, D. Myres Saddle Co,, A
E1l Paso
Texas

Attn: Mr, W. Je. Myres
Dear Mr., Myres:

In your letter of June 12th, you wanted 12 Sides 9/11 oz.
best grade of Russet Strap Leather. :

You, of course, are famillar what has happened t&3 the hide
and leather market since the lst of Julye. Hidegs have proe=
gressively sold every week at higher prices, bringing the
advence up to as high as 80% above the celling, and it really
means that hides are levelling off in this country to world
levels. What the future prices of any type of leather willl
be is anyone's guess, and it mekes 1t extremely difficult to
operate.

We are getting leather in from week to week based on these
higher prices, and we are making the lowestprice we possibly
can, It is our policy, when we get in some leather that our
customers have requested previously, to do our best to try
and ship them some, so we are going to ship you a roll of

10 Sides Glazed Russet Strap:

B 10 oz. 7l¢g
C 10 oz. 69¢

Which sctually is 15¢ per foot above, previous prices. We
are hopeful that our action In this tter meets with your
approval, and with kindest regards,

e Peter A, Coolsen -
~1.Fete A,h foolaen . .

=
L ) P
pRS e
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940 First National Building
Oklahoma City 2, Oklahoma
November 26, 1946

Mr. S. D. Myres
Myres Saddle Company
El Paso, Texas

Dear T.0. Sam:

Upon my return to Oklahoma City I found the pistol belt which you
made for the papoose and wanted you to know that I think it is the most
beautiful work of art I have ever seen. The belt fits perfectly and
the cowboy the first two nights wore it to bedes I have been waiting
for a bill for the belt, but same has not arrived. If you will let me
know what the charges are, I will be very happy to reimburse you for
this merchendise.

It was indeed & pleasure to see you recently, and I might state
there were only two reasons for Shirley and me coming through El1 Paso -
to see you and spend a few minutes with Bob Drennan before he departed
for Korea, I haven't heard from Bob for a few days and am just wondering

if he has received his travel orders and is possibly en route to his new
assignment, '

Shirley and I are still looking forward to having you as & guest in
our home, We wish you would take time off for & wvacation and honor
us with your presence,

Please give our regards to our mutual friends,

With kindest personal regards to you from the Bryces, who are wish-
ing you a Merry Christmas and a very Happy, Prosperous New Year, I am

Sincerely,







R,
@&

' HOMER GARRISON, JR.
"DIRECTOR

JOE S. FLETCHER

| ASST. DIRECTOR TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

CAMP MABRY,
AUSTIN -9

November 29, 1946

Mr. Sam D. Myres
Myres Saddle Company
El Paso, Texas

Degr Tio Sam:

COMMISSION
GEORGE W. COTTINGHAM
CHAIRMAN
GEORGE PRENDERGAST
J. PRICE MADDOX
COMMISSIONERS

It glves me a great deal of pleasure to enclose herewith an honorary
cormission ae a Texas Ranger that was issued by Governor Coke R. Stevenson

on November 26, at my request.

T know thet law enforcement generslly throughout the great State of Texas
and the Southwest appreciates the assistance, cooperation and help that
you have always given us, and we would like to present this commisgion to

you as a token of our appreciation.

With very best wishes, I am

Sincerely your friend,

Homer Garrison Jr.
Director

HGJr:hh



TEXAS DEPARTMENT PUBLIC SAFETY \

: ~ | CHAIRMAN OF THE
: \ COMMISSION B
COMMISSIONER ; . : _ COMMISSIONER
. _ DIRECTOR
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
EDUCATION. }— — s~ = T COMMUNICATION
_
MAIN DIVISION
[
= HIGHWAY DRIVERS LICENSE
INTELLIGENCE | | IDENTIFICATION RANGERS ACCOUNTING BATROL LICENSE AND IEIGHT
HEADQUARTERS] COMPANY GCOMPANY COMPANY COMPANY : GOMPANY
4 £ MAIN GCHIEF
GOMPANY A B C D G &
: ¢ OFFICE EXAMINER
AUSTIN HOUSTON DALLAS LUBBOGK RAYMONDVILLE _JUNCTION
_.\l|_
DISTRICTS
: [ [ . | 1
m.,. _..u_m‘_.m_o._.mw NO.1 NO.2 NO.3 NO.4
DALLAS LUBBOCK SAN ANTONIO HOUSTON
NOI NO.2 NO.3 NO.4 NO.5 NO.6 :.. -.-.0.4 NO8 NO.9 NO.I0 NO.1I NO.I2 NO.I3 NQI4
AUSTIN DALLAS ABILENE i__.m_—-.___..m.n AMARILLO LUBBOCK § PECOS SAN ANGELO szDOﬂ_Q M..OMWC.M HOUSTON TYLER HARLINGEN iﬁnﬂx







SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

%gheuc;
=
ALLAN G. FALBY s ; W. O. HICKS
SHERIFF FrL PAso ,TE XAS CHIEF DEPUTY

May 31, 1947

Mr. Uncle Sam lMyres
Myres Saddle Company
526 East Overland Street
El Paso, Texas

Dear Uncle Sam:

As Chairman of the Jjoint convention of the Texas Police and
Texas Sheriffs' Associations, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to express my appreciation and that of the membership
for the generous contribution that you made in providing a
beautiful belt as an attendance prize for our meetings,

We had 333 Officers registered and 98 of their ladies and
your contribution helped materially in having a successful con-
vention.

If I can be of any service to you at any time, I will be glad

to do so.
Gratefully Yours,
Allan G, Falby
Convention Chairman
AGF: ft

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO ALLAN G. FALBY, SHERIFF






CHESTER IMES

OIL OPERATOR
1134 MEANDER STREET

ABILENE, TEXAS

July 14, 1947

Mr. S.D. Meyers
4% Meyers Saddle Co.,
El Paso, Texas

Dear Mr, Meyerss-

Sometime during the year of 1919 you bought two
different royalty interests under section g4 in block 28 T&P Ry.
Co. Survey, Nolan County, Texas (640 acres). One of the interests
was a 1/128th end the other a 1/256th which gave you 7% royalty
scres under the 640 acres. Montgomer use to own this acres
but later sold the Southwest Quarter to a Mr. Piron. He leased
this 160 acres to Grege-Tex 6il Co sometime ago and now Ian
trying to put an Oil and gas lease together on the other 480
acres, said tract being described in the enclosed Qil and gas
leage. In-as-much as you owned 73 royalty acres under the 640
acres you own under the 480 acres 5.625 royalty acreseulo varify
this you can divide 1/128 into 480 and divide 1/256 into 480,

There are 35 royalty owners under this 480
acres who own interests like yours. Therefore it is going to
be quite a job to round all of them up. When it is done it
will benift all royalty owners to have an oil and gas lease on
this tract.

I Shall appreciate it very much if you will
sign the original and the firgt copy of the oil and gas lease
in front of a notary public and send both %o James Henry Beall,
Attorney at Law, Sweetwater, Texas. Mr. Bealle is examining
title for us and as soon as he isg finished he will send you our
check in the amount of $28.,13. We are paying $5.00 per acre
for all of these outstanding royalty interests, for a 10 year
lease with $1.00 per acre annual rental. It probably will take
about 30 days to get the matter completed, that is if all of
the royalty owners send in their leases and promptly.

: Thanking you for your prompt attention in
this matter, I am

Yery truly yours

CHESTER IMES !

P.S. Be sure to put the name of your bank in the lease on the
i line provided for suci information. e, e




CHESTER IMES

OIL OPERATOR
1134 MEANDER STREET

ABILENE, TEXAS

September 15, 1947

Mr. S. D, Myres
% Myres Saddle Co.,
El Paso, Texas

Dear Mr. Myres:

This is in answer to your letter of the 11th and note with
regret that you will be unable to make your contemplated
trip to Sweetwater,

As T informed you in my recent penciled note, the examin-
ing attorneys have decided for the protection of you and
35 other small royalty interest holders, that a ratification
should be signed by all concerned, rather than an oil and
gas lease, They have determined that your interest and
the other 35 owners is a "Non-participating Interest",
Under the circumstances, you and these owners should not
sign an oil and gas lease, for if you do, your interest
diminishes to 1/8 of the interest shown of record you own,
which according to the records is 3/256th of 1/8, or
3/2048. If you sign a lease your interest dutomatically
i1s reduced to 3/16,384ths, Therefore, in order not to
have your interest reduced, you and all the other owners,
to protect yourselves, should sign a ratification to the
L. W, Montgomery lease, Mr. Beall, the attorney, is now
preparing the ratification and one will be sent to you for
your signature at the earliest possible date,

Very truly yours,

—

CI:mhs .. Chester Imes.

P. S, Due to the fact that you and the other 35 royalty
owners have a "Non-participating Interest" you are not
entitled to receive a bonus, for signing the ratification,
Failure of yourself and the other 35 royalty owners to
execute a ratification to the Montgomery lease will put
you in the position of being a partner with the Texas

Gulf Producing Co. who have a lease from L. W, Montgomery
and by being a partner you and the other royalty owners
will have to pay your prorata part of drilling a well on
the 480 acre tract, that 1s if the above mentioned company
elects to drill a well on same, If they drill a well

not only will you have to pay your prorata part for

drilling the well, but also ¥our prorata Eért of all

operating expenses in connection with pro %%p%hg%% gg&lmgﬁy‘

wells and all other general expenseés Ol W






e MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO
| EL PASO CHAMBER of C(
For THIS DONATION
Thank You







DUNLOP
TIRE AND RUBBER CORPORATION
(52 Fomme’ DIVISION

BUFFALO 7, N.Y.

PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO

CHICAGO OFFICE
310 SO. MICHIGAN AVE.

CHICAGO 4, ILL.

TEL. HARRISON 2120

July 12, 1948

S, D, Myers Saddle Company
El Paso, Texas

Gentlemen:

The enclosed clipning from the July 8 issue of Wall Street
Journal prompted me to examine your file to determine when
we had last heard from you, Tt seems that your last purchase
was shipped to you around November, 1947, There have been
some changes in the rubber industry since that time which
may be of interest.

Since vou made vour last purchase we have been permitted by
the Federal Government to use 100% natural latex in the
menufacture of Dunlop PILLO FOAM, thus we are currently able
to provide you with the same type of material which you
customarily received prior to the War, The prices have not
been advanced,

If you are still using fosm rubber in the manufacture of
saddles, I would be pleased to quote you on materials needed
for your construction.

Very truly yours,

DUNLOP TTRE & RUBBER CORP.

cCaigé g1

OAM Division

wim/fh
enc,
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Dude Ranches
Trail-Hitting City Folk
Keep Them Humming;
Over 600 Dot the West

)
I

I't’é “Rugged Recreation” Bus

Foam Rubbe Saddle Seatg

Cushion the Bumps .

]

Some Rates Raised -50%\

)

By LEWIS B. HOCHSTRASSER
Stu,ﬂ' Correspondent of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
. BILLINGS, Mont.—Cushion cowboys, the
city folk whose yen for the saddle has spurrec
dude ranching into a multi-million-dollar in-“
dustry, are keeping it at a full gallop.
Reports indicate there’ll be few empty
saddles on the west's 600 or more dude
‘ranches this year. “The increase in the num-
ber of guests over last year will probably ex-
ceed 109 and may go as high as 15%,” says
a Colorado state official. “We’ll more than:
double our 1947 business,” says George-
McCarthy, president of a Southern California’
Dude Ranchers’ Association and owner of the,
" MAC dude ranch near Victorville, Calif.
There’s optimism even among more con-
servative appraisers, Walter C. Nye, execu-|
tive secretary of the Dude Ranchers’ Associ+'
ation with headquarters here in Billings, for
example, says, “1948 will be comparable to
1947.” He adds the cautious note, however,,
that “the day of reckless spending seems to
have passed.”
Multi-million Dollar Business 1
Just how ‘much “dudes” will spend for their 3
fling at life on the range this year is not a !
* figure one can draw out-of a ten-gallon hat.
It’s a business that’s scattered throughout |
the west and operators have been too busyé
wrangling guests and tendmg their ranches !
to corral any collective income ﬁgures
Indications of what’s spent on dudef
ranches, however, are shown in reports from i
-the Dude Ranchers’ Association and from L. b
R. Cobb, director of the Colorado state7
publicity committee. The association, which ;
~“has 97 active mem.bers and about a third
of the ranches in. " the Montana-Wyoming
area, on its roster, thinks guests will spend
$3 million to $4 million with member ranches |
and local communities this season. Member |
ranches entertain 12,000 to 15,000 guests a
season, it reports. 3
.. Colorado’s 65 ranches should gross, con- |
servatively, around §$1.4 million, excluding
‘the hunting season.. October 15 into Novem--
ber, ‘says Mr. Cobb. ;
‘Dude Round-Up Time-
It's ‘the top of the season now, with hea
- traffic on the trailsof hundreds of ranches’
in Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, Califarnia,
New Mexico and Texas, plus a few in Wash-
ington and southern Idaho. Guests, hailing
from all parts of the country, are heading |
for the ranches, urged by the impulse to |
take part in the legendary romance that |
makes ranching one of America’s most color-
ful industries. 65
. Business will taper off on the northern
spreads in September, but many of them,
near big game hunting grounds, will oper- [
ate into October and November. California |
“operators keep the coffee on the stove the |
year ’round, but say their best run is from [
June up to the Christmas holidays. Ranches

e




figure one can draw out of a ten-gallon hat.
It's a business that’s scattered throughout '
the west and operators have been too busy
wrangling guests and tending their ranches
to corral any collective income figures. :

Indications of what's spent on dude!
ranches, however, are shown in reports from
the Dude Ranchers' Association and from L.
R. Cobb, director of the Colorado state
publicity committee. The association, which
has 97 active members and about a third
of the ranches in the Montana-Wyoming
area on its roster, thinks guests will spend
$3 million to $4 million with member ranches
and local communities this season. Member[
ranches entertain 12,000 to 15,000 guests a
season, it reports.

Colorado's 65 ranches should gross, con-
servatively, around $1.4 million, excluding
the hunting season. October 15 into Novem-
ber, says Mr. Cobb.

Dude Round-Up Time

It's the top of the season now, with heavy |
trafiic on the trails of hundreds of ranches
in Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, Califarnia, |
New Mexico and Texas, plus a few in Wash-
ington and southern Idaho. Guests, hailing |
from all parts of the country, are heading
for the ranches, urged by the impulse to
take part in the legendary romance that
makes ranching one of America’s most color-
ful industries.

Business will taper off on the northern
spreads in September, but many of them,
near big game hunting grounds, will oper-
ate into October and November. California
operators keep the coffee on the stove the
year ‘round, but say their best run is from
_June up to the Christmas holidays. Ranches
in New Mexico and some in Texas also run
all year.

Arizona and southern Nevada ranches get
most of their business from January through
March and are now between season.

“Qld-time Arizona operators had a capacity
busimess during the peak months last winter
and most of the leading ranches were within
109 of the previous season,” reports Dallas
Gant, owner of Rancho De Los Caballeros near
Wickenburg and president of the Arizona
Hotel Association.

Take Your Choice: Big Ranches or Little

Ranches scattered through the western
dude empire run from a few acres into the
thousands; from simple, two or three horse
layouts started on as litle as §$5,000 to luxury
spreads with up to a million dollars invested,
say operators.

Some, like the Bones Brothers’ ranch near
Birney, Mont., are large operating ranches
with thousands of cattle and a wide program
of activities for their guests; some offer little
more than a rustic bed and plenty of room
in which to wander. An operating ranch is
one that carriers on regular ranching activ-
ities, like raising cattle, hay and grain, and
many of these entertain guests in addition
to their other operations. Non-operating
ranches are run for the sole purpose of en-
tertaining guests. “Some places,” derides an
association official, “are glorified country
hotels or resorts and are not bona fide dude
ranches.”

There’s no census figure on the number of
ranches operating, but travel bureau and rail-
road promotion lists indicate the city dweller
who wants to get out of pressed pants or
fancy dresses and into “Levis” can choose
from at least 600 layouts in the wide open
spaces of the west.

Rates, including meals, run from about $40
a week to as much as $200 a week per person.
Horseback riding is included in the over-all
rate on some ranches. Others charge extra
on the theory that guests who don’t ride might
otherwise feel they were paying for some-
thing they weren't getting. An Arizona
ranch, for example, rents horses for a dollar
‘an hour, or $3.50 a day.

High Cost of Grub

Operating costs are up, say ranchers, what
with higher priced food and costlier hay for
non-operating outfits that don’'t grow their
own, To offset mounting costs, some have
recently hiked their rates. One California
ranch, for example, boosted its weekly rate
for a single person to $75 from $50; its double
rate to $120 from 3$90.

Modern dude ranch visitors find a striking
departure from the rough-and-ready life of the
early-day cowhands they've read about or
seen galloping across a movie screen. “Even

Please Turn to Page 4, Column §




Dude Ranches Kept Humming by
City Folk; More Than 600 In West

Continued From First Page

the riding is different on some ranches,” says
one veteran dperator, ‘“because saddles are
being made now with air foam rubber to cush-
ion the seat.”

When dudes aren’'t riding, they can go
swimming either in pools or in nearby streams
or lakes. There are fishing, outdoor games,
dancing in lodge buildings, card games, out-
door steak fries and overnight pack trips.
Usually there’s a chance to see a rodeo, either
on the ranch or at one of the scores of west-
ern communities which stage annual shows.

Many operating ranches such as the Lazy
6 V near Cody, Wyo., invite guests to take
part in such regular activities as the spring
and fall roundups, the cattle drive to summer
pastures, branding and horse wrangling.

Old ranch hands figure most dudes
wouldn’t be “any great shakes” as cowboys
but ‘‘some would make good hands if they’'d
stay at it,” says Jack S. Chapman, owner of
the 64,000-acre Pitchfork Bar dude ranch
near Pitchfork, Wyo.

Week-end Ranchers

Guests usually stay from one to three
weeks and many who live near enough come
for stays of three or four days. Southern
California ranches, for example, are popular
with Californians from San Francisco to San
Diego for week-end and holiday period visits.

There's as much difference in ranches as
in the brands that mark their dogies, and
westerners say there's no such thing as a
standard pattern. Kach place has its own
atmosphere and it'’s up to the dude to decide
what he wants before he chooses his ranch.
Some places, like the Square Forty ranch in
Lucerne Valley, Calif.,, are small handling as
few as six guests at a time. Most ranches
handle 25 to 50 guests and a few, like the
H. F. Bar in Wyoming, take up to 100.
| Dude wranglers recommend the smaller
ranches, accommodating 10 te 20 guests,
for quiet relaxation and homelike atmosphere.
These, they say, are popular with older psople.
Younger summertime westerners who like to
yip and howl and have plenty of planned ac-
tivity and excitement find life more to their
taste on the larger layouts.

One of the. best features of a ranch va-
cation is that it's a family affair with activi-
‘es for everyone, say enthusiastic guests.
They're swell for everybedy from six to 60,"”
ud a woman visitor at one ranch. “My

'andson, here, is six and he's having a grand
me. I'm not 60 yet, but I'm having lots of
mn too.”

Swankier ranches retain certain formali-
ties, such as uniformed waiters in dining
rooms, serving individual plates. The tradi-
tional ranch meal is served family style, how-
ever, and guests pack away all the ‘“vittles”
they want.

No Cranks Wanted

“It's up to the guest how much he's going
to enjoy himself,” says Mr. McCarthy. “If
he’s a crank, he won’t have much fun and we
dor’t like to have cranks around the ranch.”

At least 90% of a dude ranch's success de-
pends on the personality of its operator, he
insists. “He has to have a genuine friendliness
that makes people like to come to his place
and he ‘has to give his guests a little more
than they expect. If a man docsn’t know the
business and his idea is just to make money,
he won't make a go of it in dude ranching.”

Many newcomers who've bought ranches
for money-making reasons, without benefit of
experience at dude wrangling, have either
given up and sold their places or they're
barely making out, say old timers. It takes
at least three years to put a cude ranch on a
paying basis, they concur, because the backe
bone of the business is the guest who's been
on.the ranch before, then comes back and
brings his friends.

Clientele of many of the older ranches is
made up of a group of close friends and
associates who've been going to the same
ranch for many years. Grandchildren of scme
of the early guests are now visiting these
ranches, says an association official.

It's An Old Time Business

" Dude ranching has grown rapidly in the
last eight to 10 years, say veterans in the
| business, but it started back in the '80s. The
7,000-acre Eatons’ ranch, west of Sheridan,
Wyo., for example, had its first folders printed
in that decade. ‘

Friends of the ranchers came to visit
them in the early days and the ranchers
wouldn’t think of accepting payment, says
one old timer. These friends told others
about their visits and, soon, more were come
ing. At first they gave the ranchers pres«
ents, because their offers of payment still
weren't accepted, but with the number of
visitors constantly increasing, the idea of
commercial dude ranching evolved, he says.

Many present-day operators are people
who first went to a ranch years ago and
came back to start places of their own,
“Some of our most influential ranchers, owne
ing millions of dollars of property in Montana,
and Wyoming, came first as guests to dude
ranches,” says Mr. Nye.




EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
BEAUFORD H.JESTER AUSTIN, TEXAS

GOVERNOR

July 30, 1948

Mr. Sam D. Myres
S. D. Myres Saddle Co.
El Paso, Texas

My dear Friend:

Your letter of July 28th has just
been recleved in my office and I appreciate sincerely
your teking the time to write me as you did, and I
am glad to have your comments with reference to the
Party situation. It is most gratifying to know that
you support my stand.

Because of your interest in thils connec-
tion, I am sending you a copy of my letter addressed
to the Members of the State Democratic Executive
Committee.

With kindest regards and very best
wishes, I am

Yours most sincer

enc.



TO: Members of the State Democratic Executive Committee:

Some of the membérs of your committee have asked for an
expression of my views on the proposal that Texas Democrats be
polled by means of the Second Primary Ballot on the question of
whether the electoral vote of Texas should be diyerted from the
legally elected nominees of the Democratic Party,

Although the proposed referendum is plausibly stated, I
doubt that it could be projected without serious consequences to
the Democratic Party.

At the outset let me say that I have been advised by ;
competent attorneys that the proposed referendum is illegal, Also,
I have been advised by party officials that the referendum device

would be impractical because of the limitations of time and the

mechanical difficulties of putting the plan into operation,

Assuming, however, the plan to be legal and easily feasible

by being put into operation, it seems to me there are other impor-

tant considerations which wguld make it unwise and against the
best interests of the Party.

We, as the custodians of the Democratic Party, have a
moral obligation to work for its success and to avoid collusion
with those who would defeat it. The Democrats of Texas adopted a
course of action at the Brownwood state convention. The.events

which have occurred since that convention were clearly foreseen



e

beforehand, and there can be no justification for any attempt to
overthrow the decisions of that Convention,.

The State Democratic Ixecutive Committee, very wisely,
T think, declined to let this question go on the ballot in the
First Primary, lore important, the Democratic Party in its
Brovmwood Convention refused to sanction the referendum plana
At that time the proposition was, presumably, to be determined
within the framework of the Party, but now there is even less
justification for a referendum b§cause it would involve extend-
ing aid and comfort to the enemy,

To turn the Democratic Party machinery over to a rival
party for its use and benefit would be a breach'of trust, With

-

equal justification, the Democratic Party could invite into its
household the Wallace Party, the American Labor Party, the
Socialist Party, or the Republican Party and provide them with a
license for wrecking and sabotage.

I ks argued that the people should be given a right to
vote on the question, "The ngocrats have already exercised their
choice in aue and legal form,

The proper course for those who have formed a fourth
politiqal party is to apply for listing upon the general election
ballot, All of the qualified voters of the state would have

adequate opportunity to vote for the party of their choice in the

general election next November,
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: A referendum in the general election is legal and cone-
clusive, An attempted referendum by using Democratic party mach-
inery for the benefit of those who are attempting to sabotage it
would have no conclusive result; and, because of its doubtful
legality would end in much litigation and pointless controversys

The resultant confusion might well drive many voters
into the Republican campe I‘Iej.ther 1re Wallace nor lir, Thurmond
can have any hope of election, Although differing widely in their
beliefs, the efforts of both might defeat the Democratic Party.

Both of the new splinter parties provide an opportunity for protest,

. but neither provides a solution or an eventual means of righting

our Wrongss Their efforts are more likely to guarantee a Republican
victory,

Although we were defeated in the Democratic National Con-
vention, the South still has a large body of friends in the Demo~
crétic party as a whole, V¢ have never had any friends in the
Grand 0ld Party of the Reconstruction,

We must now look to Congress to safeguard us against anti-—
Southern legislation and to cede back to us our tidelands. It is
doubtful that any new party can gain any influence in Washington in
the immediate future.

tle still have powerful gnd influential friends in the
Democratic Earty and in Congress, At the moment our destiny is in

their hands, The next few weeks and months are going to be critical



L.

insofa? as tidelands, civil rights, and states! rights are con=-
cerned,. We can only worsen our position by conniving With the rival
parties and with the would~be bolters of our own partys

e are angry and bittef over the wrongs and injustices
which we have received at the hands of our own party, but we must
not let our rage be the cause of our self-destruction,

After the gencral eclection the splinter parties will be
fading memorieg, but the Democratic Party will still be a strong
national partys. Since we have no- friends or influence whatsoever
in the Republican Party, we must not disfranchise ourse}ves by
alicnating Texas from thc party which is our birthrights

The forthright and fair thing for those who support the
Thurmond party, is for them to have that party listed on the gen=
eral election ballot Which will provide the only truc, legal and
conclusive referendum,

For the foregoing reasons I trust that the State Democratic
Executive Committee will acdhere to i@s previous position and decline
to authorize the proposed referendum.'

Sincerely yours,

BEAUFORD H, JESTER,

Governor of Texasa
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Mr, Sam Myres

526 East Overland

El Paso,Texas,

Sam D,Myres Saddle Shop



Army and Navy
Menss Cloiskion Asssciation ﬁ:f@%@gﬁ

COOPERATING WITH U. S. O. T T

—
300 SAN FRANCISCO STREET

EL PASO, TEXAS

MEMBER Marc'h' [P’ 19 1!'7

COMMUNITY CHEST
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
COUNCIL OF SOCIAL AGENCIES

Bl

COMMITTEE
OF MANAGEMENT

O.]. ALLEN
CHAIRMAN

WALTER SCOTT
VICE-CHAIRMAN

H. T. BOWIE
TREASURER

JAMES A. DICK
DORRANCE RODERICK

?Agﬂé YpanAy Mr. S. D. Myres
MAURICE SCHWARTZ 526 E. Overland
A. L. HOLM El Paso, Texas

WILEY M. EDWARDS

JOE M. EVANS

G CRAHZIE Dear Mr. Myres:
JOSEPH G. BENNIS
CHARLES H. PRICE

MARTIN WIGGS We want to thank you again for being our guest of
COL. ROBT. VAN VOLKENBURGH 2
COL. GEORGE J. FORSTER honor at the "Buffalo Bill"™ dance last week.
COL. NEWTON LONGFELLOW

COL. GEORGE E. REYER A . > .
COL. EVAN C. SEAMON You were a good sport to join in the fun with us,
Y and your presence added to the evening. We do hope

STAFF you will come again.

JEFF F. ISBELL
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

A. A. SWANSON
PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES

T. ]. TURNER
RELIGIOUS AND EDUCATIONAL
ACTIVITIES

VERA ROUNTREE VAR A
WOMEN'S ACTIVITIES

JOSEPHINE ROVELLO .
PROGRAM ACTIVITIES



Southwesternn Livestock Stow

SPONSORED AND DIRECTED BY THE EL PASO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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310 SAN FRANCISCO STREET

El Pace, Tevas

March 2, 1948

Mr. Sam D. Myers
Myres Saddle Co.
526 E. Overland
EI, PASO, TEXAS

My dear Sam:

Just a little note to tell you how very much

T appreciate all the time you put in - and all the
efforts you put forth - to see that the Stock Show

and Rodeo went off satisfactorily.

Your interest in tickets, handling the schools,
working at the breakfast, helping with the parade, etc.
will not soon be forgotten.

With best wishes, I remain

Your bald-headed and grateful amigo-




a1| FIRST PASSENGER—“If my horse likes them, they're

n-| O.K.” says “Tio Sam” Myres, veteran El Paso saddle-

ne| smaker as he inspects one of

the new busses to be used by
El Paso City Lines to replace streetcars on the Park and
Fort Bliss runs. The 34 busses which will be used in place

ne| of the streetcars were paraded through downtown El Paso

al|  egturday. All streetcars, except those making the Juarez
run, will be taken off Sunday.

—

Sireetcars

will be operated for the last time

ad

= Fort Bliss. Park

' Will Make Final Runs Today
) Fort Bliss and Park streetcars

the cars give way to new busses.

The cars will be brought back
yards by 11:30 a. m.

Chronium fixtures gleaming and
. 'horns tooting, 34 new busses,
valued at $480,000 were paraded
through the immediate downtown
area Saturday afternoon, while all
jother traffic was stopped.

| Headed by & bus driven by Mike
|F Burns, City Lines supervisor,
the busses made a quick tour of
the business area, led by an escort
of six motorcycle policemen.

The busses had large signs on
them reading, “Goodbye Street-
cars. Hello ‘Curbliners’.”

Following the parade, 2a brief
ceremony was held in front of the
City Hall, with Mayor Dan Ponder
cutting a ribbon stretched between
a streetcar and a new bus, parked
side by side.

Sheriff Eugene Biscailuz, veteran
California peace officer and sheriff
of Los Angeles County, then pre-
sented a scale model of a new bus
to Mayor Ponder.

Sunday, with free rides on the two routes promised everybody before

The streetcars will leave City Hall Plaza at 10 a. m. and at about
10:30 a. m. Fort Bliss officials will greet the last car on that line.

for “retirement” to the City Lines

@—
City Lines officials said the Park
bus line will travel Myrtle Avenue

to Chelsea Drive.

The new Grandview bus, which
is replacing the Fort Bliss street-
car, will leave Sun Jacinto Plaza
on Oregon Street and travel on
vandell Boulevard to Piedras
Street, along Pershing Drive to
Copia Street, northward on Copia
and Henderson Streets to Fort
Boulevard. From Henderson Street,
the line will loop eastward to Dyer
Street, then southward fto Sacra-
mento Street and then back to
Henderson Street. :

The present Forf Bliss bus will
load in front of the County Court-
house on San Antonio Street, turn
on Myrtle Avenue to Campbell
Street, back to San Antonio Street
to Alameda Avenue and Piedras.

It will then follow the regular
route to Fort Bliss, where it will
end in front of Theater No. 2.

to Alameda Avenue, then eastward:
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Tio Sam, Expert Saddle Maker .

OUNGSTERS in El Paso, Tex. .

don’t have to see Hollywood |
“horse operas” in order to soak up |
the atmosphere of the old West. |
They can get it first-hand from |
Samuel D. (Tio Sam) Myres, a liv- |
ing link with pioneer days.

Myres, who is 78 and bears a
striking resemblance to lhe late
Buffalo Bill Cody, whom he knew
long ago, operates a saddle equip-
. ment store in El Paso called Cow-
boy Headquarters. He got the
;name of Tio Sam many years ago
when some of his Mexican friends,
struck by Myres’ likeness to the
cartoons of Uncle Sam, dubbed him
that. “Tio” means “uncle” in the
Spanish language.

Tio Sam is a story-book charac-
ter. Born in a cabin along the
Brazos River, he learned the saddle
making trade as a young man in
Cleburne, Tex. At 22 he opened a
shop in Sweetwater, then a com-
munity of fewer than 700 pioneers.
Rattlesnakes crawled unmolested
down the main street, gun fights |
were daily occurrences, and the |

e .| town doctor carried a pistol and
Tio Sam—A Living Link pills in the same bag.

:‘hth Pioncer Dars Myres’ excellent crafts- |
manship soon attracted |
the attention of cowboys |
and ranchers all over |
the Southwest. He also |
served two terms as the |
‘“fighting mavor of |
Sweetwater,” and made
his community a healthy
one. He fought and won
a battle against a rail-
road and once broke up |
a lynch mob when the
sheriff and city marshall
were afraid to act.

~ Some of the Fancy Saddles
in Myres' Shop Cost as High as $5,000

Sam and Hr' Nephew, Dace Myres, “Although I've begn up
Select Leather for a Fine Saddle against some mighty

hard men,” says Sam,
“I've always been a man of peace.
I've stepped in between two men
ready to kill each other and
grabbed their six-shooters out of |
the holsters.”

During his long and colorful ca-
reer Tio Sam also was a Texas
ranger and still is an honorary
member of that organization.

He has made saddles for presi-
dents of Mexico and for movie stars
such as Gene Autry and the late
Tom Mix. Some years ago he de-
veloped a “quick-draw leather pis.
tol holder” which became standard
equipment for the FBI. Undoubt-
edly the most fabulous saddle ever
made was a jewel-encrusted mas-
terpiece reputed to be worth $20,-
000 which Myres turned out for Col.
Joe Miller, of the famed 101 Ranch.

Enew Pioneer Figures

Among other legendary figures
whom Tio Sam knew were Pawnee
Bill, Pancho Villa, and many of the
{ marauding Indian chiefs. He loves
i to spin true-story yarns of the pio-
neer Southwest.

Myres’ eyes twinkle when he dis-
cusses western movies.

“This two-gun-man business is
just so much hokum,” he says. “I!
never saw anyone fire more than
one gun at a time—unless he was
drunk, and didn’t know what he
was doing. Hew didn't last long.”

At 78, Myres Is Still Skilled
at Carving Soddles

5







HEADQUARTERS, 97TH AIR BASE GROUP
PERSONNEL SERVICES
Biggs Air Force Base, Texas

8 Sepbembsr 1949

Mr., Sam D, Myres
Uyres Saddle Company
526 East Overland

El Paso, Texas

Dear Mr, Myres:.

We would like to express our gratitude for the
talk "Texas History" which you gave on 29 August

1942 at our Base Library.

Your contribution of time and energy is desply
appreciated and has proven a highlight in our series
"Southwest Book Talks."

Very sincerely,

EUGENE E. BROWN
Capt, USAFR
Personnsl Service Officer



Base Library
Biggs FPleld,El Paso,

Texas
; September 12thylghg,

Mr, Sam Myres
526 Bast Overland

Il Paso,Texas,

My dear NMr, Myres:

We are still thinking sbout the grand talk you gave. to
us in the Library, We certainly appreciated your kind cooperation
in meking our series of Book Talks a huge success,

I had wanted to have this note written soomer, but I
wanted o include another picture for you, so here it is, Our displsy

photos were not retuned until today, so I am sending this one along,

Dorothea Magdalene Fox,

Base Librarian,
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TEXAS STATE SOCIETY

HEADQUARTERS, FORT WORTH, TEXAS

W IS

oo Bl Tase, Texas

ITas fulfilled all of the requirements to qualify
as a TEXAN with all the rights, honor and
privileges appertaining thereto, therefore the
Executive Body of the TEXAS STATE SOC-
IETY has conferred upon said member FULL
MEMBERSHIP in the Texas State Society

from /?‘7’ _7 to /?3_7

esident.

Ex. Secretary.
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THE PURPOSES

FIRST, to promote the General Welfare of the people
of Texas and indirectly of the Great Southwest.

SECOND, provide an oceasion and opportunity for
the association of people with ‘common interest in
Texas history and common trad1t10ns in its culture
and customs.

rl‘HIRD, in further support of the prineiples of our
forefathers declared in the Preamble of the Consti-
tution of the United States and in the Constitution of
the State of Texas. The Texas State Society speeifi-
cally affirms and reaffirms ite faith in democracy, re-
liglion, education, and of law and order.

FOURTH, to encourage and promote the interest of
ihe people of the State of Texas in its institutions and
to encourage the individual to participate in the po-
litieal, religious and sceial life of the state.

FIFTH, to perpetuate in the minds of all native Tex-
ans the memories and gallant-deeds of the pioneers
and empire building individuals who created and
maintained this state as a bulwark of freedom against
their enemies, to unite them in one harmonious group
working always for the good of each other, the state
and the nation.

SIXTH, to establish scholarships and grants for the
study and promotion of Texas history, hterature and
science.
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wW. J. HAMMOND, President HOWARD FOGG, Ex. Sec.
Box 325, T. C. &, P. O. Station Real Estate Brokers Exchange
Fort Worth 9, Texas Fort Worth, Texas

Terad Stale Seciely

Fort Worth 9, Texas

April: 3, 1GlT

Mr. S.3D.sMyres nSr,
Myres Saddle Company
El Paso, Texas

Dear Mr. Myres:

We have been delayed considerable in getting our
material for our Society since printers are so exceedingly
scarce. I am enclosing herewith your Honorary Membership
card, a pamphlet outlining the policy of the Society and
also a recommendation blank which you may use to send us
names of those whom you think would be interested. The
Director's names and addresses will be printed on the next
letterheads and in this way you will be able to know the
leading Texans with whom vou will be working. We are en-
thusiastic about the growth and development of our Society
and let me assure you that the membership of the Executive
Body will appreciate your adviee and cooperation with us.

Very sincerely yours,

Hammond

WJH:nl
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 Bill % but "Tio Sem Myres" El Paso's own

‘distinguished and beloved character will speak

on "Characters 1 have known in the Southwest",
Mr Myers has made saddles for some of the.

most famous characters in the Wes®t, sueh as

‘Gene Autry, Will Rogers and Ed Miller of the

101 Ranch. One of these saddles cost $6000
end was set with 159 diamonds, :

All personnel of the Base and there families
and friends ar8 cordially invited,

Come one come all or you will miss a big treat
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