T H'E™ "M O'U"S s

1 HE moufe is much fmaller, equall
rous, and more génerally diffufed than the
It has the fame inftin, the fame conflitu-
oral difpofitions, and differs only by
ts which reft
Timid by natare; and familiar
, fear and want are the fources of
all his movements. He never iffues from his hole
in queft of food, dnd runs in again upon the
malleftalarm. He gocs not, liketherat, from houfe
1o/ Boule! ulies he e forced;* sl THe e igh
near fo deftrudive.
be tamed to'a certain dej

from necefl

in Swedilh, Mar; in Polity,
s communis, vel minor ; Gefuers en. Aiimal,

entre fubalbicen-

never
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aever difeovers the fmalleft attachment to his be-
pefaors. Tt is not, indeed, eafytolove thofe who
ure perpetually laying fnares for us. Though
weak, the moufe has many enemics, from whom
T e o mcans of efeape, but thofe of agility
and minutenes.  Owls, birds of prey, cats, wea-
{els, and even rats, make war upon the mice.
They are fhot, caught in traps, and deftroyed
by millions. In a word they fubfit by their
amazing fecundity alone.

They bring forth at all feafons, and feveral
dmes in the year. 'The litter generally confifts
of five or fix. In lefs than fficen days the
young are ftrong enough o difperfe and to pro=
cure food for themfelves. . The duration of life
in thofe fmall animals muft, therefore, be fhort,
fince their growth is fo rapid ; and this circum~
fance ftill farther augments the idea of their pro-
digious multiplication. _ Ariftotle tells us, that,
having fhut up a pregnant moufe in a yellel,
along with plenty of grain, he, in a fhort time
after, found 120 mice, all fprung from the fame
mother.

Thefe litdle animals are by no means ugly ;
they have a vivacious and elegantair. ~That fpe-
cies of horror which fome people feel at them,
arifes from the furprife and inconveniencies they
fometimes occafion. All mice are whitifh under
the belly, and fome are altogether white. Others
are more or lefs brown and black. The fpecies s
generally diffufed over Europe, Afia, and Africa ;

and,
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and, it is alledged, that thofe of America, where
they are very numerous, came originallyfrom the
©ld Continent. It is, however, certain, that this
little animal follows man, and flies from uninha-
bited places, probably on account of its natural
appetite for bread, cheefe, butter, oil, and other
aliments which men prepare for themfelyes.

SUPPL EM ENuT:

WHITE mice, with red eyes, are found not
only in our temperate climates, but in the fouth-
ern and northern regions of both Continents,
< White mice, with red eyes,’ fays Pontoppidan,
¢ have been found in the finall village of Ramf:
¢ dallem; but, whether they are indigenous, or
¢ brought from the Eaft-Tndies, is uncertain
“This laft fuppofition feems to have no foun-
dation ; for it is natural to expeét white mice in
Norway, as well as every where elfe in Eu-
rope;; and mice, in general, are equally nume-
rous in America as in the Old Continent,
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The Long-tailed FIELD-MOUSE *.

HIS animal is lefs than the rat, and larger

than the moufe. It never lives in houfes,
but s found in the fields and woods. ~ Trseyesare
remarkably large and prominent; and it differs
fill more from the rat and moufe, by the colour
of its hair, which is whitifh under the belly, and
of areddith brown on theback, Itis very gene~
ally and copioufly diffufed, cfpecially in- eleva
ted countries. Tt feems to take a confiderable time
in arriving at full growth, becaufe it varies greatly
infize. The largeft are between four and five
inches long;; and the finaller ones, which appeaz
likewife to be adults, are aninch fhorter.  And,
2 we find them of all intermediate fizes, boththe

o ‘This animal has full black eyess its head, back, and fides
arcof a yellowifh brown, ome dufiy e
freatis of an-oche colour; snd the belly i white: T length,
fom the tip of the nofe 1o the v, s four inches and a half,
and th Tighuly corered vith hair, is fous
nches; Pesmant’s St of 302

Mus agrefs msjor, mac
P12 cauta longa, fpra @ ffco favefeny, nfa ex abo G-
wrcleenss Brifon. Quad. p. 123:

Mas domeftcus medivs s Ray»

Mus Glvaticus, cauda longs, P
pentadadiyls, corpore grifeo pilis nigris, sbdomine albo; Li
. Nat.p. 84r
Le Malot; Bafen.

/; Quad: 4. 218

great
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