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26 January, 19381,

Miss Maude CG. Bowsll,
1811 Hagshington Street,
Commerce, Texas.

Desr Miss Sewell:

Your letter of the 18th instant recsived.

I sorved as an officer of the Fourth U. 8. Cavalry
in Texas from 1870 to 1876, my first ststion being Fort Concho
(San ingelo) then & smsll settlement. There were no railroads
running to Jsn antonio, Sam Angelo, or Jacksboro, I marched
pretty nearly all over the state, from Fort Duncen (Bagle rass)
to the Panhandle and across the Staked Flaing to Forts Sumner and
. Bascom, N. Y., and east through Dallas and Fort Worth to Marshall
and then on to Shraveport, La.; slso to the north Fork Red River;
either in the saddle or afdot. I moved to Port Richardson in
April 1871 and remained there two ysars, two of my daughters be-
ing born there. Jacksboro was them s wild and woolly cow town
with 1little or no law or order. Fort Richardson wase built in
1866-7 and sbandomsed in 1879. We relieved the Sixth Cavalry
which marched overland north to Kansas.

On May 17, 1871, I was selected to meet and escort
Genersl Sherman on the old Fort Belknap-Fort Griffin rosd. He
was on & tour of inspection with General Marcy and other officers.
I met him at Rock station about 16 miles from Jacksboro. That
same night a wounded man hobbled into the post and reported the
massacre 0f seven teamsters of Henry “arren's corn train which
was en route to Mort Criffin 80 miles distant. General Sherman
heard his story. - 4s Pout asdjutant I conducted Generel Shermen's
correspondence for the smssembling of our command in pursuit of
this raiding band. ¥e found the bodies about £2 miles from
Jucksboro on 3alt Creek prairie. They were stripped, scalped,
‘horribly matilated, and filled full of arrows; one man had been
burned alive, 411 the mules (41) had been taken by the Indians
and the ground wae strewed with corn, harness, and debris of the

fight.

In a drenching storm we struck the trail. It led
in o northweut direction %o the -Indian Territory (now Oklahoma)
but was so washed out that we soom lest it. If rained slmost

agvery day for 16 days and we had to swim most of the streams
execapt Red River with our horses. The trail led into the Fort S5ill
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Indian reservetion, where we arrived about June 6. General
Sherman had been in shead of us and gone, but Setanta had

boasted openly that he wes in command of the 150 Ki-o-was who
committed the massscre. So General Sherman, after a pow-wow

in which he barely oscaped being killed@, three Indisns -~ Sptanta,
Setank, and Big Tree -~ were arrested, double ironed and placed
under guard, with o note from General Bherman that when we ;
arrived nll were to be conveyed back to Jacksboro and there

turned over to the oivil authorities for indictment and trisl in
the civil courta,

Lone Wolf, Kicking Bird, Zagle Heart, and other chiefs,
escaped and the entire tribe left the reservetion, not return-
ing until we drove thom back in the following Leptember from
their village near where Fort Elliott was later locnted snd the
town of Mobeetiec -- long since abandoned.

fle left Port 5ill with the prisoners Jume 8, At the
erossing of Cache Creek, near the old Indian igency, Setank tried
to escape. Slipping his handcuffs, while chanting his death
song, with head under blanket, he drew a sealping knife from
hig legging, ©tabbed o corporal who was riding in the ssme wagon
with him, ¢nd seizing & carbine tried to throw o load from the
magazine into the chamber. 4 loasd was already thore and the
two cartridges jammed. Corporal John B. Charlton of Compeny P {
riding with Satanta and Big Tree in a wagon following them, shot |
him twice through the chest, killing him and wounding the driver : ]
of the forward team. We arrived at Fort Richardson -- 128 miles,
about June 15. i ‘

Phe trial took place July 5, 1871, in the old Court-

house in the sguare. Twe courthouses have been built there since.
‘8. ¥. 7. Lanham, the District Attorney (later Governmor of Texes),
was the propecuting officer. Judge BSoward wae the presiding Judpe,
and Thomas Ball and J. A. Woolfork of Weatherford were aseigned |
as counsel for the Indians. Willbsyer, a Texas historian, states
that the trisl was "one of themost semsntional cases cver tried

in Texas" -~ moreover "it was the firet and cnly time that Indians
were ever tried bsefore & civil court in aAmerica”. A4All othere had v
been tried by military commissions. Lo

One of the outetanding festures of this case was the
problem of safely conveying thece notorious Indian chdéefs to the
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Courthouse from our guasrd house gt Fort Richardson where, al~
thongh they had been turned over to the civil authorities, they
were 8%ill in our charge for safekeeping. The people of "Jack"
had sworn that they should not go through the farce of g triasl;
that they would kill them before they reached the Coumrthouse.

I wee in daily conference with Mr, Lanbam he wag at his wits'
ends. Qur guard house was in rear of and olightly west of
gouth from the hospitnl, a stone building now uced by Captain
Dennis for his National Guard Battery as an armory, and just

on the edge of the creek, with dense chaparral hiding it for
ten feot on either bank; anybody emerging from it could be shot
and nobody the wiser. 1 submitted my plen. It was to plsace
two reliefs of the gourd, gbout 30 men, betwsen the Indians

and the bank of Lost Creek, with ite fringe of chaparral and

. then keep them moving to the ecrogsing and thonce to the Court-

house. To shoot at the prisoners would jeopardize our own
men and 8 that wes not their purpose, their plen to kill the
Indians fell through.
' from

Lverybody attended the trisl. They came/Z0 snd 40
miles away on norses, mulea, in sll sorts of wagons, csrte,
ate. Hundreds could not get in. The only witnecsses against
the Indisnes were Ceneral Mackensie and Lawrie Tetum, the Indian
agent at Fort 5ill. Batanta, through the post intsrpreter at
Fort $5ill, Horsce P, Jones, made s rambling sort of defense,
promising to be a "good Indian™, etec., and denied that he lad
his Indians in the massscre. The Jury spent about five minutes
in & corner of the room and brought back their verdiet of guilty
of murder. Bach juror hed his gun on his hip. They werse
gantenced to be hung. The judge, the Indisn agent, and General
Sherman united in an appeal to the Governor to commﬁt4€he senternce
of death to imprisopment for life. They were taken back to the
guard house in the gsame manner as they were brought over and
remained there until November, when they were taken under guerd
to the state prison at Hunteville. They wore let out on parcle
twice but were caught out on raide and returned. OSatants com-~
mitted suicide in 1878 by throwing himself hesdlong from &n
upper balcony to the pavement below. He is buried in the
penitentiary oemetery. Big Tree was relesged und became a :
"good Indian". He disd guite recently at or near Mountsin View
on the Fort H5ill reservation.
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My monographs setting forth my scoute and campaigns
while serving in Texas were publiahed gome 12 ysurs ago and are
i out of print. I huve only my personal copise and 1 don't
¥now where you would be able to obtain mmy of them. I am in
correspondence with people in Jecksboro, Breckinridge (nesr
ol®@ Fort Griffin), Plainview, Spur, Comancha. and many other
towns which have spruug up in that once desolate country inhebit-
ed only by Indiens, buffalo, wolves, bears, Jackrabbits, prairie
dogs, rattle snakes, 8te., and for the most marvelous expansion
of that country I sm indeed thankful that I was an humble instru-
ment in ito development, permitting the hardy ploneer to follow
in upon our trail.

Very sincerely,

R, G .Carter,
Captain, U. 3. drmy, retirved.

PR The tridl of these Indian chiefs is given more in

detail, with lr. lLapham's sddress to the jury, Sstanta's
appeal, etc., in a reprint from the Southwestern Historie-
al Quarterly, January 1926, Vol. XXIX, No. &, by C. C,
Rigter, pubii%ha& by the @exas Historicul Otate Associla-
tion. Austln, ”ELaS. ;
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