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The PHALANGER, of SURINgy
OPOSSUM?,

THF, male and female phalanger, whic
were tranfnitted to us under e appcle
tion of Surinam rats, are much lefsalled t g
sats, than the animals whofe hiftory we fayg
given under the name of marmyf, or murgg
opoffum, and cagopullin ot Mexican opaffum,
We have rejected the denomination of Suripgy
7atsy becaufe it is both compounded sad il g
plied.  As the animal is mentioned by ot
veller or naturalift, we have called it the g,
danger, becaufe its phalanges are very fingulry
* Opalfum with & thick nofe, fhort cars covered. with buf,
e curing tecth i the upper jaw, and. two in the louer,
he hair on the upper pare of the body is reddifhy mised si
light sih colour and. yellow. The bi

reft of the tail s brown and yellow. Th
female i3 marked with white.
the hind feet are clofely united.
thamb on the hind feet is diflin. The bottom of the sl
‘covered with b for near two inches and a half; the et of itis
naked. The length of the animal, from nofe to.tai, is near
5, and that of the wil ten; Ponant’s
Philander ex rufo luteus in dorfo, in ventre ex favo albicaes,
capite craily 5 Brifen, + Scb. M. tom, i, p. 50
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conftruéted, and becaufe the two firft toes of the
fore feet are attached to each other, as far as the
end of the laft phalanx. ‘The thumb s feparated
from the other toes, and has no claw. This laft
charater is not peculiar ; for the Virginian and
murine opoffums have the fame kind of thumb,
but none of them have united phalanges.

Thefe animals feem to vary among. them=
flves, as appears from the figures of the male
and female. They are of the fize of a fmall
sabbit, or of  very large rat, and are remark-
able for the exceffive length of their tail, the
prolongation of their muzzle, and the form of
their teeth, which alone would be fufficient to

iflinguifh them from the murine and Virginian
opolfums, the rats, and every other fpecies of
quadrupeds.
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