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A SHORT SKETCH OF 

COLORADO 
e • • . 

	 AND 	  

Mitchell County 
As Compiled by the 

WESTERN 

Trade Exchange 

Colorado. Texas. 



Our Business is to Trade Anything 

You Have for Anything You Want. 

WESTERN TRADE EXCHANGE 
REAL ESTATE. 

G. L. WALLACE, 
Manager. 

Office in Simpson Building 
Second Street. 

The Best Mitchell County Farm 
Lands for Sale. 

Colorado, Texas. 

Our object in presenting this little book is to show as 

11111(.11 as possible in picture, the progress and clevdopment 

0)1 Colorado and 	County. Texas. 	Print has been 

used so much to boom different localitie:.;, that people look 

on it rather skeptically; hut the camera shows things a 

they are and cannot be exaggerated. So we off(T this book 

with as many views as possible, of Colorado and -Mitchell 

County scenes. 	Trusting that-  you will give our effort duc 

t-onsideration, we are. 	 Respectfully, 

WESTERN TRADE EXCHANGE. 
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The New Texas & Pacific Depot at Colorado, Texas. 



If the space were allotted to it, volumes might be writ- 

ten concerning the historical points of Colorado, but in 

booklet of this character only the main points of interest coil 

be brought to light. 

Colorado dates its beginning iron' the year 1881. 	In 

the year 1 SS() the Texas and Pacific railroad was surveyed 

through the tract of land upon which the town 110W lies. but 

It W;15 not until the next 	that StCel wily 	111(1 tl1(1 11 

Immigrants Arriving at Colorado, Texas. 

only to the Colorado rivet'. 	Mr. Joseph E. Brown, at that 

time governor of the state of tleorgia, owning land on the 

east silo- of the Colorado river, platted oft' a half section for 

a town site, giving the every other lot to the railroad (o111- 

p2111'. The town was named Colorado. presumably because 

of the fact that. the Colorado river was giving so much trou- 

hle to the rtlilr();h1 	 it 	timipk tHAv;tra 1)r1dgin.4 

it. 	By AtigtM 1, 1,1, thc pupulation had reached the 
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number of :350 persons and was growing daily, buildings 
were being erected, the mesquite grubbed from the streets. 
and a. permanent appearance coming over the place. 	At 
this time anot1H-r danger came on the horizon of Colorado, 
along with those which threaten every frontier villiage— 
in the shape of a townsite battle. 	The railroad company 
realizing the advantageous position of this section for a 

Ranch - Scene in Mitchell County.—These are being rapidly 
Put into small, high producing farms. There are stil 73 
tracts ranging from 1000 to 13,000 acres of tillable soil in 
Mitchell County to be made into homes. 

shipping point for the large quantities of stock raised in 
Western Texas, in looking about for a yard from which to 
handle this stock, decided upon a tract west ,pf the rivor 
and more than three miles from the thriving little city or 
Colorado. 	Of course, had the yards been located as plan- 
ned at this tune it wolild have meant thl end of Coloi.edo as 
a city ior son C little time to come, biit the enterprisilig cit- 
izens were on hand to hatt,th; the situation. 
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There areare many, epually as good, to be had in Mitchell 
County. The Western Trade Exchange, of Colorado, Tex. 
will he glad to furnish full information. 
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In order to induce the railroad company to locate the 

shipping point at Colorado. Alessrs. W. II. 	Snyder, .10h1l 	11". 

Mooar, 	and 	A-1. 	W. 	1)111)11 	purchased 	section No. 45, 	which 

.joins the city on the east, and tendered to the railroad com- 

pany absolutely free as much of it 	as they would use fo1' 

stock yard purposes, with the provision that no other stoci: 

yard was to he located 	in this section. The road immedi- 

ately tccepted and built the yards still in use ill the eastern 

cool of Cokrado. 	This 	Vas the impetus that was needed. 

The thanks of the present ( its' of Colorado are due many 

times to these loco for this diplomatic move on their part. 

\V II() seen red 	for 	t he 	tOW11, 	111e11 	111 	its infancy, 	one 	of 	Ill.. 

greatest factors in the upbuilding of Western cities. 	Other 

men especially deserving of mention at this 	place 	in 	Colo- 

rado's hi:itory are the following, all of whom were prominent 

Methodist Church, Colorado, Texas. 
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on: 	••••.", 

Inkrai sgasoi""tr- 	'1161Liiii 	 4..amtbirtedi 

116)*'. 	 .V14figari 

Christian church, colorado. 

in the early upbuilding of the city as it now ;lail(ls. 

Winfied Scott, Mr. F. AI. Burns, John Walker. J. 	Mooar. 

Jeremiah Riordan, J. T. Davis, J. W. Smith. J. B. Frenkil 

John Good, Georg(' Ma.jors. Ware Brothers and Messrs Ain).- 

tin, Byrne, and Johnson, all of whom figured very promi-

nently in the building of so many brick structures. most 

which greet the eye of the stranger as he alights from ()im 

of the several tht whi(di Colorado i.-, 

favored with daily. 

The first court !toils(' 	c(d"radu \vas a small striwilir.. 

but served as a temple of justice until 188:3, when the P r1..-

cent magnificent building, costing more than $65,000, lv:- 

erected in its stead. 	The jail at that time, merely a redo 

structure, was erected as a temporary affair only and wa,; 

soon replaced by the edifice now in use, or rather, uniise, for 

4 
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eight year 

Since its earl' growth, buildings have been addcil 1.;t1..1 

'ear, new residences constructed, factories located in is 

midst, and many enterprises too numerous to mention, ni-

duced to locate within its boundaries, until to-day Colorad ►  

has out grown t he fondest dreams of its early founders and 

justly deserves the name which she is often given, the Queell 

City of West Texas. 	She 15 manifesting a determinatios 

to not only hold the position already attained among th-

important commercial centers of this part of the State bo! 

with her progressive spirit, to constantly forge ahead. II 

growth is not the result of a boom, but the outcome of 11o. 

conservative homeseeker's desire to build a city that 

f.•Intantiv ric 111 financial ratiwr. with no fluctufition it 
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her market value. 	Colorado has room for the industrious 
man, and will find work for him in almost any line, with fly; 
assurance always that he is growing up with one of the best 
and fastest growing cities in this or any other state in tho 
Union. 

Shipping Cotton from Colorado, Texas. 

Malaria unknown. 
Fine public schools. 
Cool breezes all summer. 
A great diversity of crops. 
The finest, climate in Texas. 
Varied and interesting scenery. 
As fine grass as Texas affords. 
A cotton crop a yearly certainty. 
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ADVANTAGES OF COLORADO. 

	

Lf)1()r.; 111i) 	11 	1 	1•101111 .\ 	 11(.114.11 	 . 	II) 

11011 	( lf :11)(1111 5( 01 ). (blev;11 j()1) 	2110) feet above sea 1('\ ( , I 

ajicl lilt largest city bet‘Veell 	 awl 1':1 

1)r:1(.1H-idly 	1•(.11it.i. 	Alii1, 11L11 	1 , 1 01111 .\ -. •

for a ra(litH 	\\-1, 1 1 1\• 	 (•\ cr \ 	( 11 1.i.ci 

ri 
place and shipping 1)01111 for immense quantities ()I' el)114)1,  

cattle. hop:s. poultry and ( (yrs. 	 vo(re1;11)11, 	:1n11 1111,1- 

Scene at Seven 	Near Colorado 



411:11Pla t.1=-11_Alffr 

Sunday School Parade 

oilS, 	alld 	a 	g1'( 'at 	diV(11'S111-  Of 	ot her B11'111 products. 	( o10- 

1'ad() 	has 	tivo 	1)an1;s, with 	issets and 	d(-posits aggregatii 
more 	than 	$$5(1(100. Colorado has the cheapest and best 

water in Central West Texas; a well ( quipped water-works 

system valued at more than $45.000, an up-to-date elecirio, 

light plant, and a telephone system with more than 500 lueol 

subscribers; two largc salt works, a cotton seed oil mill. two 

cotton gins. a compress. bottling wor1 s. creamery. two large 

lumber yards, an ice factory. two wholesale groceries, ansi 

many other commercial and industrial plants. Colorado is 

2:30 miles from Fort Worth and 380 from El Paso. 	Situat- 

ed as it is, on the main line of the Texas & Pacific railroad, 
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Parade o second Street, Colorado, Texas 

direct connection is to be had for all points east and west.  
Colorado's public school system is equal to any in the stall' 
with an enrollment of over 700 pupils, and $40,000 investefl 
in school property. 	Colorado has one of the best equip- 
ped newspaper and printing plants to be found in Texas, 
having a linotype, and all the modern machinery to turn 
out any kind of printing promptly and accurately. 	Six 
organized religious denominations, each with a large and 
active membership, go to comprise the church world of 
the city. 	Colorado's streets are wide and long, of gravel 
construction, and with many miles of ceinont sidowalks. 

and shade trees, paralleling almost every one. 
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MITCHELL COUNTY FARM LANDS. 
The farm lands of Mitchell County present to the stran- 

ger from the East an appearance that is all satisfying in 
every detail. 	Instead of the heavy, black muddy land, thi 
country has a variety diffErent in every way, just as good as 
any other land on the face of the globe for cultivation. 

The largest per cent. about sixty, of the county is mad' 
up of light red sandy loam which for the raising of cotta ► >> 
corn, mild maize, kaffir corn, grain of all kinds is unequalled 
anywhere. This land, of a very high grade, is mostly under- 
laid With a solid clay base at a depth of about thirty inches  
which in the dry season holds the moisture for months, keep- 
ing the sandy loam above it in good condition all that time. 

The valley, bottom or mixed land known in California 
as hard pan. requires a little more rain than the sandy land, 

High School Building, Colorado, Texas. 



A Country Home in Mitchell County, Tex. 

but its natural location te.nds to give It 	thy moisture re. 

quired. 	This land is the best for growing 11 the small 

grains. wheat. oats, etc. 	While only about twenty per 

cent of the county is made up of this, that fifth is nearly ail 
under cultivation and raises a large crop evt.-ry season.. 

rnder all this land water can be found at a depth 
ranging from 20 to 75 feet. 	As a usual thing the wells 

about :10 or 40 feet provide the best Will( 1% 	 is all good 

with never any salt or alkali mixed. 

The farm land : f Alit 1 11  ( 0 	 :minty is every acre free 

rrom the destruCativE grasses and weeds known in other 

sections. 	Such a thing as crab grass, Johnson grass, morn- 

ing glories and parsley, the most destructive vegetation ti) 
he contended with in other sections in the growth of cotton 

never have hcen reported in this country. 	For this reason 

one man can cultivate by himself, from eighty to one hun- 

dred and twenty acres and grow a fine crop of any variety. 
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Berry Orchard in \litc•hell County, Texas. 

--.-- • I • 
7 	•. 	, 

7 

 

  

Cotton at the Gin, Colorado, Texas. 
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An Exhibit showing the possibilities of Mitchell County. 

I always make corn. 	Milo maize and Kaffir corn ar.1 

both sure crops, and take the place of corn and oats, and 
a man will always diversify his feed crop he will never bp 

without feed. 	T consider this a. good fruit country, and 

exceptionally good for grapes and berries. T don't think 
there is any better country for watermelons, cantaloupes, 
sweet potatoes, ground peas or anything that grows on a 
vine. 	I consider Mitchell county a good farming country 
and one-man can make on an average twice as much cotton 
here as he can in any other part of the state. for the reason 
he. can work from two to three times as much land, the land 
being easily cultivated and free from weeds. 	T consider 

this country a complete success as a farming country. 
Yours truly. 	A. .T. HAGLER. 
Colorado, Mitchell County, Texas. 

Mr. Hagler was heard to say that he would not trade his 
land, acre for acre, for any black land farm in Texas. 
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Gathr neig App 	i les n the 1,one \Volt: Nralle\ - , -, liteliell ( 0. 

Produces 50 to 100 bushels of Kaffir corn to the acre. 

Produces all kinds of fruit and vegetables without ir- 
rigation. 

Raised from twenty to forty bushels of corn to the acre 
last year. 

Produced an average of one-third to three-fourths of a 

bale of cotton per acre in 1906. 

Average altitude of 2,077 feet. 	Not so high as to ar 

feet the heart action, butt high enough to he the exact health 
level. 

Watermelons are raised here that average 80 pounds; 

and peaches, you never saw the like. 	They grow lucre to 
perfection. 
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Death rate exceeding low. 

Six times as many births as deaths. 

Pure ,sir iind sunshine all th( year roand. 

Soil that vannot be surpassed in strength. 

Sandy land superior to the East Texas fruit belt. 

Produces six to eight ton of sorghum per acre . 

Is peculiarly adapted to profitable stock farming. 

Produces 50 to 100 bushels of milo maize to the avro. 

Climate neither too hot nor too cold, too) \Vet 1101' too dry.  

.An inexhaustible supply of fine water thirty to seventy- 	 . 

five feet deep. 

Colorado River and Bridge at West end of Second Street 
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Ranch House northwest of Colorado, Mitchell County ,Tex. 
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WHIPKEY PRINTING CO. BUILDING. 

The Colorado Record is owned and published 	by the 

Whipkey Printing Company a colorad, Txas. 	'Plus 1)a- 

per has a circulation of over two thousand copies iwr week 

and reaches, and is read by more than five thousand people. 

The managers of this paper have lived in Colorado for years 

and no one has a better 1:11owledgc of Colorado and Mitchell • 

county. The Colorado Record gives the 	local 	11VWS 	and 

pays strict attention to its home town and 	('ounty. 	N.) 

better 'way can be found to become acquainted with Colo- 

rado and Mitelicll County, Texas, than to read the Colorado 

Record. Sample copy upon request. Subscription $1.00 

per year. Three months for 25 cents. (stamps taken). 

We Make a Specialty of Lawyer's Briefs, Cata- 
logues and Bank Work. 
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The Colorado National Bank 
CAPITAL $100,000 	,SURPLUS $100,000 
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OFFICERS. 

R. H. LOONEY, 

President. 
F. M. BURNS, 

Vice-President. 
M. ADAMS, 

Vice-President. 
W. J. HATCH, 

Cashier. 
F. W. STONEROAD JR. 

Assistant Cashier. 

DIRECTORS. 

R. H. Looney, F. M. 
Burns, J. C. Prude, 
C. M. Adams, Gus 
Bertner, C. H. Ear-
nest and W. J. Hatch. 

Transacts a General Banking Business. 

To the readers of this hoof 

The firm The Western Trad(. Exchange of Colorado. 

Texas, is composed of men of high standing in this town 

and county. 	Tlicy ar(' 	 rl.liahle and 	such we 
recommend theill. 

Mitchell County, T( 	is thc greatest of the West 

and if you contemplate locating or investing in wester') 

lands, allow us to suggest that you put yourself in commu- 

nication with the publishers of this book. 	We assure you 
of honorable, efficient and courteous treatment. 

Yours truly, 

H. II. LOONEY. President. 

COLORADO NATTONAL BANE - 
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the City National Bank 
Of Colorado, Texas. 

OFFICERS 
1 i 

1 J. L. Doss, 
President. 

D. N. ARNETT, 
Vice-President. 

J D. WULFJEN, 
Vice-President. 

J. E. HOOPER, 
Cashier. 

CtimcgiMIFISPAIrli 1 	
Frompt attention to 
all business. Corres 
pondence and Collect- 

	  , 	ions solicited. 
it....................-.................... 

xf . 	 - - - 

CAPITAL ,N60,000.00. 

To Whom it May Concern:— 	 . 
We cordially endorse the work of The Western Trade 

Exaange of Colorado, TExas. The gentlemen comprising 
this firm are good business men of this city, and are high:y 
regarded locally. 	If there is anything you wish in their 
line, we recommend them highly, and in any dealings you 
may have with them, you will receive honest and courteou$ 
treat-Inept. 

Respectfully, 
J. E. HOOPER, Cashier. 

CITY NATIONAL BANK, Colorado, Texas 
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Colorado Commercial Club 
of Colorado, Texas. 

ED. W. SMITH, President. 

ROBERT M. "WEBB, Secretary. 

F. M. BURNS, Treasurer. 

Executive Board:—Ed. W. Smith, Chairman; J. E. 

Hooper, C. M. Adams, C. II. EarnEst, J. A. Buchanan, Ben 

S. Van Tuyl, P. C. Coleman, Robt. M. Webb. E. M. Burns. 

To Interested Parties 

We have gone carefully over the contents of this book 

and find that the facts as set forth in print and pictures 

are correct and true as regards Colorado and Mitchell Coun- 

ty. 	We heartily commend this move of the Western Trade 

Exchange and thEy have our fullest co-operation. 	This 

firm is composed of reliable gentlemen, of the right kind to 
have business dealings with, and we take this opportunity 
of recommending them to your consideration. 

Yours respectfully, 
ED. W. SMITH, President 

COLORADO COMMERCIAL CLUB. 



the Colorado Record 
GOES to more people than any weekly paper . in West 

Texas. If you want to know about the country, sub- 
scribe for it. $1.00 a year, 50c 6 months, 25c 3 months. 

OUIR LINOTYPE 

Legal 

Blanks 

Bank 

Work 

Loose 

Leaf 

Billing 

System  

Big 

Editions 

and 

Long 

Runs 

Our 

Special 

Delight. 

Enables us to make a specialty of 

Catalogue and Book WorK 
Lawyers Briefs, Etc., Etc. 

We have a special set of type moulds for this work. 
Best equipped Printing Plant in West Texas. We 

any kind of Job Printing. Write us for estimates. 

WHIPKEY 

404'1'4".  

PRINTING CO. 

COLORADO, TEX. 
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