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This convention body set a League record for the number of votes-by-ballot--11
in all-and program voting used a good share of that total. In no case, however,
did a counted program vote turn out to be a cliff-hanger; all outcomes, whether
pro or con, were by decided margins.

Convention attention to program covers more territory than debate and voting on
proposed program and not-recommended items. The program picture is filled in
from several pallettes. First, of course, is the projection made by the board
at the time it proposes the program and in the highlights presented by the pro-
gram-making chair. In those highlights, Merilyn Reeves took note of the so-far-
successful but not-yet-completed action push on voting rights, clean air and
clean water, underscored the continuing commitment to the D.C. amendment and
pledged pressure on ERA right up to the June 30th deadline, and continued
attention to ERA issues after that date.

Delegates convey their League's hopes and expectations about program, too, in
the way they shape their motion, in the arguments they use at the PRO and CON
mikes, and in their "direction to the board"--their advice and recommendations
toward the end of the convention.

Finally, delegates take action as a convention body. At Convention '82, they
authorized these actions:

--Commend the President for his decision to speak before the UN Special Session
on Disarmament and to enter into negotiations at an early date with the Soviet
Union; tell him of the League's newly adopted study on national security.

--Send a telegram of support to the ERA fasters in I1linois.

--Urge Congress to act immediately to control -the sources and amourts of acid
rain. (Each delegate was also encouraged to contact her/his Member of
Congress in support of specific acid rain bills.)

--Communicate to the appropriate federal officials and/or MCs at the appropriate
time that the League strongly opposes the change of policy for wholesale
disposal and sale of federal lands, on the grounds that the lands are held in
trust for all citizens and that such a policy change must therefore require
maximum public participation and review in the decision-making process.

--Urge the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency to adopt environmental threshold-
carrying capacity standards, in order to protect and preserve the Lake Tahoe

basin.

--Commend and thank Robert Stafford ard Representative Henry Waxman for their
effective support for a strong Clean Air Act and urge their continued leader-
ship on acid rain legislation.

--Urge members of the Senate to give :trong support to S1992, the Voting Rights
Act extension, as reported by the S:nate Judiciary Committee, with no weakenin-

amendments.













































p. 5 - NEW PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS

We will, of course, continue to be heavily challenged on those
issues in which gains have been made. The mood of the country is
different to some degree than it was a year ago, when Ruth Hinerfeld
told the League's National Council that literally all of our principal
action commitments were straining against the headwinds of political
sentiment. One year later, we can see that political sentiment has in
some measure begun to shift back toward the positions we have steadfastly
adhered to, although on some issues you have to be quite observant to
see that movement yet.

The battles are far from won, and not all of them ever will be.
But our successes in the past year, as pointed out in the action report
of your convention materials, have been notable -- and we have been
credited by the press and other observers as a major catalyst in those
victories. That also has been gratifying, and again I direct you to
your convention materials and the briefing on media attention accorded
the League in the last year.

But the battle will still be tough. The economic condition of
the country, in particular, continues to chill the social and environ-
mental climate. As the editor of a business publication, I encounter
this every day. Many of you have encountered it even more personally:
League families are not immune to layoffs and business failures.

But that makes the voice of the League of Women Voters even more
crucial to the promise of America. These are particularly dangerous
times for human needs, and thée times are too troubled not to have the
benefit of the League's continued prodding, and even the initiation
of actiom.

Acknowledging that the pendulum of political sentiment has swung
back in our direction to some degree, it still won't be easy or
comfortable for us. It probably never will be. I particularly love the
illustration I read in a New York State League board report last year,
as one board member started her message to local League leaders this way:

"In ancient Italy, there lived a group called the Thurians who had
a unique method of lobbying. Anyone who wanted to pass a law or abolish
an old one could present his case with a rope around his neck. If his
listeners were still unconvinced at the completion of his presentation,
they could hang him on the spot. Fortunately," the memo continued,
"our state legislature is not composed of Thurians. If it were, I would
not be here to write this memo and you would not be here to read it."

Let me conclude this family message by sharing with you some of
my thoughts during the months since I became your nominee for president.

I have some special feelings for what I would like to see this
organization accomplish in the next two years, and it's only fair that
I share some of that with you now —-- while I still have your good will!
I'm not unmindful of the honeymoon period accorded any ﬁewly-elected
leader.













































































