THE MEXICAN HOG?,
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and the genet have the refervoir of their per=
fume under the organs of generation; and the
Canadian mufk rat, and the mufk animal, have
it under. the belly. The liquor which. iffues
from the dorfal aperture of the Mexican hog is
ficreted by a number of large glands, which are
well deferibed by M. Daubenton, and by Dr.
Tyfon * It is unneceffary to give in detail the
obfervations of thefe acute anatomifts. Tt fhall
only be remarked, that Dr. Tyfon is wrong in
affrting that this animal has three flomachs, or,
a5 Mr. Ray t exprefles it, a gizzard and two
fiomachs. M. Daubenton has clearly demon=
firated, that it has but one ftomach divided by
two frangulations, which give it the appearance
of three; that only one of thefe three bags has a
pylorus, or aperture for allowing the defcent of
the aliment into the other inteftines ; and, con=
fequently, that the other two fhould be regarded
as appendages, or rather portions, of the fame
fromach.

The Mexican hog might be rendered do-
meftic, as well as the common kind. Heis nearly
of the fame difpofitions, feeds upon the fame
nourifhment, and his fleth, though drier and lefs
loaded with fat, is by no means difugreeable. It
is likewife improved by caftration ; but, when
his flefh is intended to be caten, not only the
organs of gencration, as is pracifed on the wild

* Phil. Tranf, No. + Raii Synopf. Quad. p- 99
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boar, but the whole dorfl glands of both myle
and female, fhould be cut off inftantly after deathy
for the retention of them for a fingle half hoy.
gives the meat an odour [o ftrong as to rendep i
‘uneatable,

Thefe_animals are very numerous in all the
warm climates of South America. ~ They goin
herds, which fometimes amount to two or three
hundred.  For defending themfelves, and repel
ling thofe who want to deprive them of their
young, they are endowed with the fame inflindty
as the common hog. They mutually afit cach
other; they furround their enemies, and often
wound the dogs and the hunters. In their na-
tive country, they prefer the mountains to the
plains. They fearch not for marthes and mires,
like our wild boar, but remain in the forefts,
where they live upon fruits, feeds, and roots
They likewife cat ferpents, toads, and lizards,
whofe fkins they previoufly tear off with their
feet. They produce a great number at a time,
and, perhaps, more than once a-year. The young
foon follow their mother, and never {eparate
from her till they are full grown. When taken
young, they are eafily tamed; they lofe their ni=
tural ferocity, but retain their ftupidity ; for they
know no perfon, and have no attachment to
thofe who take care of them. They do no
mifchief, and may be allowed to go and come
at pleafure, without any inconvenience. They
e Sy, bk e o ponascoal
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and they never quarrel, but when a number of
them are prefented with vi@tuals in the fame
wough.  When angry, their grunting is ftronger
and harder than that of the common hog; but
they feldom cry. Like the wild boar, when
fuddenly alarmed, they make a fharp blowing
kind of noife. Their breath is very ftrong; and,
when irritated, their bair rifes, which is fo coarfe,
that it rather refembles the prickles of a hedge~
hog than the briftles of the wild boar.

The fpecies of the Mexican hog is preferved
without any change; for they never intermix
with thofe hogs which were tranfported from
Europe, and have become wild in America.
Thefe animals often meet in the woods, and
even go in company, without producing any new
variety. ‘The fame obfervation applics to the
Guiney hog, which has multiplied greatly in
America, after being brought thither from Africa.
The European hog, the Guiney hog, and the
Mexican hog, are three fpecies, which, though
they feem to approach very near each other, are
perfetly diftin@, fince they all fubfift in the
fame climate, without change or intermixture.
Our wild boar is the ftrongeft and moft formi~
dable of the three. The Mexican hog is equally
ferocious 3 but he is weaker, more unwieldy,
and worfe armed, his tufks being much fhorter
than thofe of the wild boar. The former is im-
patient of cold, and cannot fubfift, even in our
temperate climates, without being fheltered, and

sa the
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the wild boar cannot fublfift in very cold coun.
tries: Hence neither of thefe animals coyly
pafs from the one Continent to the other by the
Jands lying toward the north pole; and, there.
fore, the Mexican hog cannot be regarded as the
European hog altered or degencrated by the in.
Huence of the American climates, but as an ani.
mal peculiar to the fouthern regions of the New
World.

Ray, and other authors, maintain, that the fi.
quor fecreted by the dorfal glands of the Mexi-
can hog, is a kind of mufk, an agreeable per-
fume, even when it iffues from the body of the

at it is perceived at a great diffance;
and that it perfumes the places where he inha.
bits, or through which he paffes. But, on the
contrary, I have a thoufand times experienced,
that the odour of this liquor, when it efcapes
from the animal, is fo naufeous, that we could
neither fimell nor colle@t it without extreme dif-
guft. It feems only to become lefs fetid by dry-
ing in the air; but it never affumes the agree-
able odour of mufk or of civet; and naturalfl
would have made a nearer approach to truth, i
they had compared it to that of cgfforeum.

SUPPLEMEN-T.

M. De la Borde remarks, that, in Cayenne,
there are two diftin@ fpecies of the pecari or
Mexican
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Mexican hog, which never intermix. The largeft
yind, fays he, has white hair o its chopss andy
on each fide of the jaw, there is a round! white
fpor, of the fize of a fiall crown-picce.  The
et of the body is black; and the animal weighs
sbout one hundred pounds. The fmaller fpecies
has reddith hair, and weighs not above fisty

pounds.
Teis the lacge fpecies which s here reprefented.
And, with regard to the finaller kind, the differ-
ence of colour and fize, mentioned by M. de la
Borde, muft be only a variety produced by age,
other accidental cireumfance.
fays, that the large
kind runs not, like the fmall, after dogs. and
men, He adds, that both fpecies inbabit the
Jarge woods, and that they go in flocks of two
or three hundred. They feed on the mountains
during the rainy feafon; and, when it is paft,
they frequent the low and marfhy grounds.
They feed upon fruits, feeds, and roots, and like-
vife dig in the mires, in queft of worms and
other infe@ts. They are hunted without dogs,
by following the track of their feet. They are
eafly fhot; for, inftead of flying, they affemble
together, and often give the hunters an oppor=
tunity of charging and difcharging feveral times.
They purfue the dogs, and fometimes men. He
relates, that, being one day employed, along
with feveral others, in hunting thefe animals,
accompanied by a fingle dog, w!
53
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they appeared, took refuge between his mafler’s
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by having a white line along the fpine from
the neck to the tail.
« Thefe animals live in the large forefts, from
which they never depart. They affociate not
in large flocks, but in families. They are,
however, very common, and never leave their
native country. They are hunted with or
without dogs.  When purfued by dogs, they
fiand firm, and defend themfelves with cou-
rage. They take refuge in hollow trees, or in
holes of the earth dug by the armadillos. Thefe
holes they enter backwards, and remain as long
as they can: But, when highly irritated, they
inftantly iffue out in'a body. In order to feize
them as they come out, the hole is inclofed
with branches of trees; one of the hunters,
armed with a pitchfork, ftands above the hole,
to fix them by the neck, while another forces
them out, and kills them with a fabre,
< When there is but one in a hole, and the
hunter has not leifure to feize it, he fhuts up
the entrance, and is fure of his game next day.
The flefh of the patira is fuperior to that of
other hogs. When taken young, they are
cafly tamed ; but they have a mortal antipathy
to dogs, whom they perpetually attack. The
females bring forth only two at a time ; and
they are fit for procreating in every feafon of
the year. They keep always in the marfhes,
unlefs when totally covered with water.
s4 "¢ The
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¢ The hair of the patira is not fo hard as thay
¢ of the wild boar, or domef
¢ and flexible li
¢ when tamed, follo
¢ himfelf to be handled by ¢
¢ is acquainted ; but fira
¢ his head and teeth.”

The TERNAT BATY, the leffer
TERNAT BAT+, and the VAM-
PIRE, or SPECTRE ],

HOUGH the two Ternat bats appear to
i e e e ate DR
together, becaufe of their great refemblance; for
they differ only in magnitude and colour. The
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