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T H E. WrBSAUS TAT, &

A HE weatl is as common in temperate and
warm climates f, as it is rarein the north=
er regions.  The ermine, on the contrary,
abounds in the north, is feldom met with in
temperate climates, and never in warm countries.
Thefe animals, therefore, form two diftin@ fpe-
cies. The common wéafel fometimes turns
white during the winter, even in our climate.
‘This circumflance might give rife to its being
regarded as of the fame fpecies with the ermine.
‘This mark is common to bothz But there are
others in which they differ. The ermine is red-
difh in fummer, and white in winter; but the
end of its tail is uniformly black, The end of
the weafel's tail is yellow, even when the animal

¢ The il e sl e ar e i@ e s
of the body is of 2 tawny by
entirely white.

. Th

Mafelas in ealian, Deels, Bal-
i, Consiias in Germas, e ia

i, Vool I, e, Wit

Matlia Sims s s Gy T ot e o
(i

lbas Brifin, Regr. i, p. 242.
3 v phns Mn, corpore slbo, cauds apice vix
P P p

,.mn.snm Linn. Sy p.
The weafe is foundin Berbary, and s calld e Sk




258 THE WEASEL
turns white in winter. Tt is, befides, always of
fmaller fize, and its tailis much fhorter than that
of the ermine. The weafel dwwells nat, likethe
ermine, in woods and deferts, but near the habi,
n. T have kept both fpecis toger
in climate, in
conflitution, and iri difpofition, never intermix,
Tt is true, forie weafels are larger or fnalle than
others ; but the difference never exceedsan inch
» the whole length of the body. But the e
mine is two inches longer than the largeft wea
fel. Neither of them can be tamed, but are
Kept wild in iron cages. Neither of them
voluntarily eat honey, mor attack the bee.
hives like the polecat and marin. Thus
ermine is not the fuvage weafe, nor the
flotle, which, he fays, i eafly
tamed, and very fond of honey. The weildl
and ermine, inflead of being eafily tamed, arefo
wild, that they will not eat when any perfon

looks at them : ‘They are in perpetual 1~nalion,
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put fingles out the chickens and young birds,
whom he kills with a fingle bite on the head,

en caries off the whole one by one. He
mma breaks the eggs, and fiicks them with
incredible avidity. In winter, they generally.
livein granaries and barns, where they often re-
main during the fpring, and bring forth theic
soung among the hay and firaw. During this
period the female makes war, with more fuccefs
than the cat, againft the rats and mice, who can-
1ot cfeape her, becaufe fhe follows them into
their holes. She mounts the pigeon-houfes,
and deftroys the pigeons, fparows, &c. In
fummer they retire farther from houfes, efpeci=
ally into low grounds, about mills, along rivu-
lets, conceal themfelves among bruth-wood, in
ader to furprife birds, and often take up their
abode in old willows, where the female brings
forth her young : She prepares for them a bed
of firaw, leaves, and other herbage, and litters,
in the fpring, from three to five. The young,
like thofe of the polecat, pine-weafel, and mar-
tin, are brought forth blind; but they very foon
acquire growth and ftrength enough to follow.
their mother in the chafe. The weafels attack
ferpents, water-rats, moles, ficld-mice, &c. and,
over-running the meadows, they devour quails
and partridges, together with their eggs. Their
motion confifts of uncqual and precipitant leaps;
and, when they want to mount a tree, they make
2 fudden bound, by which they are at once cle-
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vated feveral feet high. They leap in the fame
‘manner when they attempt to feize a bird,
Thefe animals, as well as the polecat and fere
ret, havea difagrecable odour, which is fironger
in fummer than in winter; and, when purfued
or irritated, their fmell is felt at a confiderable
diftance. They move always with caution and
with filence, and never cry, but when they are
burt. Their cry is fharp, rough, and very ex-
preflive of refentment. As their own odour is
offenfive, they feem not to be fenfible of a bad
fmell in other bodies. A peafant in my neigh-
bourhood took three new-littered weafels out of
the carcafe of a wolf that had heen hung ona
tree by the hind feet. The wolf was almoft en-
i ified, and the female weafel had made

s and herbage for her young in
the thorax of this putrid carcafe.

SUPPLEMENT.
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den, which foon learned to fecognife and to lick.
the hand from which it received its food, and
became as familiar, careffing, and frolickfome,
2sa dog or fquirrel.

This fact the author had fill farther confirm=

_ed by a fimilar experiment made by M. Giely

de Mornas, who trained ayoung weafel fo com=
pltely, that the animal followed him wherever
he went. The method of taming them s, to
firoke them often and gently over the back, and.
10 threaten, and even beat them, when they bite.
Their odour is never offenfive, but when they
are irritated.  They are fed with milk, boiled
fleth, and water; and unlefs they be Rarved,
never eat honey, although prefented to them.
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