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T HE HY BN AR

“HOUGH Auiftotle 1 has left us two cha«
als raéters by which alone this animal is
cafily diftinguifhed from all others ; yet travel~
lers and naturalifts have confounded the hyzna
with no lefs than four different fpecics, namely,
e jackal, the glution, the civet, and the baboon,
They are carnivorous and ferocious, like the
hyana, and cach of chem has fome refemblance
to him, which might give tife to the miftake, The

* The hyna has lo pointed, naked ears, an upright
niane, high houlders,

pes
e il is very fll of hair
with black. - His fie is
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jackal inhabits the fame countries, and, like
the hyna, has nearly the form of a wolf, feeds
upon dead carcaffes, and digs them out of the
fepulehres. The glutton is’ equally voracious,
has the fame appetite for putrified flefh, the
fame inftin& of digging the dead out of their
gaves; and, though he lives in a different clie
mate, and his figure is very different from that
ofthe hyzna, this conformity of natural difpofi-
tions was fufficient to make authors confound
them together. The civet is found in the fame
countries, and, like the hyzzna, has long hair
along the back, and a particular fifure or ori
fice. Thefe fingular charaers, which belong to
10 other animals, mifled Belon into the notion
that the civet was the hyzna of the ancients,
The baboon has fill lefs refemblance to the
hyzna than the other three; for it has hands and
feetlike thofe of 2 man or a monkey. Natura-
lifs, therefore, could be deceived by the name
anly: In Barbary, the hyzna, according to Dr.
Shaw, is called disbbab, and the baboon, accord~
ing to Marmol and Leo Afsicanus, is called
dabub and, as the baboon is found in the fame
climates, digs the earth, and is nearly of the fame
form with the hyzna, thefe affinitics firlt de-
ceived travellers, and naturalifts copied the
blunder, without fuffcient examination. Even
thofe who have clearly diftinguifhed thefe two
animals, have given to the hyana the name of
dabub, which belongs to the baboon. Hence

?2 the
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the hyana is not the dabub of the Arabiang;
mov the joff" or JHf of the Africans, as we
e told by naturaliis*. - Nither fhould he be
confounded with the deeb of Batbary. But, to
prevent all future confufion asifing from names,
we fhall, in a few words, give a detail of the
sefearches we have made with regard to thefe
animals.

Aviftotle employs two names, Ayena and
glanus. 'To be convinced that thefe appellations
“denote the fame animal, we have only to com-
pare the paffiges where they occur f.~ Thean.
Gent Latins preferved the name byena, and
Among the modern
Latins, we find the words ganus or gannus 3, and

never ufed that of g
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Jelbus *, fubftituted for hyena. According to
Rafis, the Arabians call the hyana Zabo, o
sabo, names feemingly derived from the word
=ech, which, in their language, fignifies @ wolf:
Tn Basbary, the hyena s called dubbab, as ap=
pears from the defeription given of it by Dr.
In Turkey, the hyzns, according to

is named irtlam, in Perfia, kaf=

taar, accordingto Kaempfer §, and caflar, accord=
ing

st et Jhymny s frsac b Conlsah e
Capit 3
Ji el Tl G 975550
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ing to Pietro della Valle*. Thefc are all the
appellations which can, with propriety, be refer.
red to the hyana, It is probable, however, thy
the fycaon and crocuta of Tndia and Aithiopy
‘mentioned by the ancients, are 10 other than g,
hyna, Porphyry fays exprefily, that the
Indian crocuta is the hyzna of the Greeks,
Tndeed, all that the ancients have fxid, wheher
true or fabulous, concerning the yeaon and erpe
cuta, apply to the hyzna. But we fhall pofl.
pone all farther conjeftures on this fubjedt, i
we come to treat of fabulous animals, and the
relations they have with real ones.
ori, oculis roftro propinquioribus nigris e volubilibus, at
longioibus vefia, circaue igricantbus ad decorem intrey.
Joterions psi

tenus pictum paucis, latis, et inxqual
i Mira vi terram effodic,
illaebrare amat, diu fine cibo v

Perfians calld
he fize, figure,
par
muzzle were long, like thofe of a ho
feed on human fefh, and t

e Vall ..

T

¥ Porghyi, in 0 opese quod infrigc de sbfinens s
carnium, hyznam dicit ab Indis appellari crocutam ; Gl apad.
Gofuer. Hiph. Quad. p. 555. ?
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The panther of the Greeks, the lupus cana~
yius of Gaza, and the lupus drmenius of the
Arabians and modern Latins, feem to be the
fume animal, namely, the jackal, which Pollux
s s called cical by the Turks*, or thacal,
according to Spoon and Wheeler t: The mo-
dern Greeks call it zachalia f, the Perfians
Jchal |, or Jebacbal §, and the Moors of Bar-
bary dech *, or jackal.  We fhall retain the
pame jackal, becaufe it has been adopted by
fome traellers, and content ourfelves with re-
marking in this place, that he differs from the
hyana not only in fize, figure, and colour, but
Jikewife in his manners; for the jackals com-
monly go in troops, and the hyzna is a folitary
animal.  Our modern nomendlators, in imita-
tion of Kaempfer, call the jackal lupus aurcus,
becaufe his hair is of a lively yellow colour.

The jackal, as we have feen, is an animal very
different from the hyxna, as well as from the
glutton, which laft is peculiar to the northern
regions of Lapland, Ruffia, and Siberia: It is
even unknown in the temperate climates, and,
confequently, could niever inhabit Arabia, and
the other warm countries frequented by the
hyzna, Befides, the figure of the glutton re-

* Gefner, Hift. Quad. p. 675.
+ Travels of Jacob Spoon and George Wheeler,
1 1d. ibid.
in en Perle, tom. ii, p. 29.
§ Kaempfer, Amenit. Exot. p. 413
o» Shaw’s Travels, p. 174
fembles
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fembles that of a very large badger; his limbs
are fo fhort, that his belly nearly reaches to the
ground; he has five toes both on the fore and
Tind-feet; no mane, and black hair over all the
body, except fometimes a few brownith yellow
hairs on the flanks. In a word, he poflefies
nothing in common with the hyzna, but his vo.
sacity. He was likewife unknown to the ancients,
who had not penetrated far into the norther
regions of Europe. Olaus* is the firft author
who mentions this animal, which he has called
gulo on account of its gluttony.  He was after-
wards denominated rofemak in the Sclavonian
language ,. and jergf, or wwildfras in the Ger-
man. The French travellers have called him
glouton §. Tn this fpecies there are varietics, a5
well as in that of the jackal, which fhall be
pointed out in the particular hiftory of thofe
animals. But thefe varicties, inftead of making
him approach nearer the hywna, remove the
two fpecies to a Rill greater diftance.
ivet has nothing in common with the
ept the fiffure or fac under the tal,
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and the mane along the neck and fpine. ‘Tt dif-
fers from the hymna in the figure and fize of
the body, being one half fmaller. Tts ears are
fhort and covered with hair, while thofe of the
hyena are long and naked. Befides, it has
fhorter limbs, and five toes on each foot; but
the legs of the by=na are long, 2nd he has only
Sour toes on each foot. Neither does the civet
dig the carth in queft of dead bo Itis,
therefore, extremely eafy to diftinguifh thefo
animals.

With regard to the baboon, which is the papio
of the Latins, he feems to have been miftaken
for the hy@na by an ambiguity of names, to
which a paffage of Leo Afticanus ¥, copied by
Marmol 1, feems to have given rife. The dalub,
fay thefe two authors, ¢ is of the fize and figure
¢ of the wolf, and tears dead bodies from the

The i of the name dabub
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thofe of a man, which correfponds with the
baboon, but is inapplicable to the hyzna.

By looking at Belon's figure of the lupus ma
yinus *, which Gefner has copied +, this animal
might be miftaken for the hyana, becanfe there
is a confiderable refemblance.  But this deferip-
tion correfponds not with our hyzna; for he tell
us, that the lupus marinus is an amphibious ani-
mal, which feeds on fifhes, and has fometimes
been feen on the coafts of the Britifh ocean.
Befides, Belon mentions none of the pecaliar
charaders which diftinguifh the hyana from al
other quadrupeds. - Belon, prepoffeffed, perhaps,
with the notion that the civet was the hyzna of
the ancients, bas given the figure of the true
hyna, under the name of the lupus marinus;
for the chara@ters of the hyzna are fo fingula,
that it is almoft impoffible to miftake him. He
is, perhaps, the only quadruped that has fourtoes
on cach foor. ~ Like the badger, he has an oris
fice under the tail, which penetrates not into the
body. He has long, firaight, naked cars; a
head fhorter and more fquare than that of the
wolf; but his legs, particularly the hind-ones,
are longer.  His eyes are placed like thofe of a
dog. The hair of his body and mane is of &
dark gray colour, mixed with a little yel
black, and tranfverfe dufky undulations.

 de
} Gefner, Hif
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of the fize of a wolf, only his body is fhorter
and more compadt.

“This favage and folitary animal lives in the
caverns of the mountains, in the clefts of rocks,
or dens which he digs for himfelf in the carth.
His difpofition is extremely ferocious, and,
though taken young, can never be tamed*,
Like the wolf, he feeds on prey; but he is
fironger and more daring, He fometimes at.
tacks men, and ruthes with fary upon catdle of
all kinds . He follows the flocks, and often
breaks down  the doors. of Rables, and the in~
clofures of the fheep-folds. ~His eyes fparkle in
the dark ; and hes faid to fee better in the night
than in the day.  All naturalifts agree, that his

* Hyznam marem Ifpshani
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ery refembles the groanings of a man who
vomits, or rather the lowing of a calf, accord=
ing to Kaempfer *.

“The hyna defends himfelf againft the liony
15 ot afraid of the panther, and attacks the ounce,
which s not able to refift him. When prey
fails, he digs the earth with his feet, and tears
out the dead bodies of animals and men; who,
in the countries which he inhabits, are equally
buried in the fields. He is found in almoft all
the warm climates of Aftica and Afia; and the
animal called faraf at Madagafcar T, which in
figure refembles the wolf, but is larger, fironger,
and more cruel, is pethaps the fame with the
hyna.

A greater variety of abfurd fories have beea
related concerning the hyzna than any other
quadruped. The ancients gravely tell us, that the
hyana is alternately male and female;. that,
when it brings forth, fucks, and rears its young,
it continues to be a female during the whole
year; but that, the following year, it refums
the fun@ions of the male, and makes its compa-
‘ion fubmit to the lot of the female. This tory,
it is apparent, has no other foundation than the
fifure under the tail, which is common to the

Plate CXXVIIL

litoufp
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male as well as the female, independent of the

organs of generation peculiar to. both fexes,
which, in the hyana, are fimilar to thofe of all
other quadrupeds.  The hyzna has been faid
1o imitate the human voice, to remember the
names of fhepherds, to_call upon, ‘to fafeinate,
and to deprive them of the power of motion
and, at the fame time, to terrify the fhepherd-
elles, to make them run from and neglet their
Hocks, to render them frantic with love, &c—
All this might happen without the hy=na! and
1 here ftop, left I fhould, with Pliny, incur the
cenfure of delighting in compiling and relating:
sdiculous fables.

SHUSPAPEESB M SESN

IN the year 1773, I faw a male hyzna at the
G of St. Germain. The hyana above deferibed
was perfe@ly ferocious; but this male, hav-
ng been tamed when young, was remarkably
gentle; for, though his mafter often provoked
lim with 2 cudgel, in order to make him ereét
his mane, he inflantly afterwards feemed to forget
the afiront.  He is keeper, who

the animal's mouth, without

fion of danger. x
was precifely of the fame fpecies with \lm wl hnfe
defeription 1 have formerly given;
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nothing to add to it, except that the tail of this
male was all white, without any mixture of
other colours. He was fomewhat lurger thag
the firft, being three feet two inches long, from
the extremity of the muzzle to the origin of the
tail, and carried his head lower than is Tepres.
fented in the figure. His height was two feet
three inches; and his hair was white, inter.
mixed with ftreaks and fpots of black, both o
the body and legs.

In the fouth part of the ifland of Meroé, there
are hyanas much larger than thofe of Barbary,
Their muzzle is longer, and has a greater re-
femblance to that of a dog. This animal is fo
ftrong, that he carries off a man to the diftance
of a league or two, without ftopping. His hair
is coarfe, browner than that of the other kind, and
the tranfverfe ftreaks are blacker. His mane
ere@s not from the head, but from the tail. Mr.
Bruce was the firft who remarked of this hyana,
as well as that of Syria and Barbary, that, whea
forced to fly, they are lame of the Ieft hind-leg,
which continues fo remarkably for about a hun-
dred paces, that the animal feems as if he would
tumble down on his left fide*.

* Note communicated to M. de Baffon by Mr, Brace,
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The CIVET* and the ZIBET .

T is the opinion of moft naturalifts, that the
1 perfume called 78 was furnifhed by one
fpecies of animal only. I have feen two of thefe
auimals, which, it muft be allowed, have many
elfential relations, both in their external and in-
ternal ftru@ture; but they differ from each other
by fuch a number of other charaGters, as entitle

them

* The civet has hort rounded ears, fey-blue eyes, 3 fharp

sofe, black at the point; the fides of the face, chin, breaf,
Tegs and feet, are black; the
fides of the neck
exr three black firipes proceed, :
foulders. The back and fides are cincreous, tinged wi
ow, and marked with large dalky fpots difpofed in rows.
b s coarfe, and that o the top of the body is longefl, fand-.
ing up like & mane. The til is fometimes whally black, and
fomerimes fpotted near the bafe. 'The length, from nofe o il
i sbout two fect three inches, that of the tail is fourt

hes and the body is pretty thick; Pennarr’s Synopf: of Quad.

54
imal Zibethis Caiss apd

Civettes Mo, pour Jervir & PHIp. e, prem. panice

5
Civet cat; Raii Synap/s Quad. p. 17
Coat civetta valgos Kleiny Quad. . 73-
Meles fafcis et macalis albis, nigris, €t refufcentibus vas

rifin. Quad. p. 15
+ The zibet has fhort round ears, 2 fharp long nofe
head and lower part of th

brown, and black. The

neck are marked with fipes of black, begin

a pale
Sids of the
near the ears,
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