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490 THE GOAT.

broad-tailed Barbary ram with the common ewe;
whether the chamois goat be only the common
goat in a wild fRate, and whether an intermedic
ate race might not be formed by their mixture;
whether the monkeys really differ in fpecies, or
whether they form but one fpesics, divefied,
like that of the by a

ferent races ; whether the dog can produce with
the fox and the wolf, the flag with the cow,
&e. Our ignorance of al thefe fals is almoft

invincible; for the experiments neceffary to af-

certain them would require more time,  atten-
tion, and expence, than the life or fortune of
moft men can permit. I employed feveral years
in making trials of this kind, of which an ac-
count hall be given when I reat of muls. T,
in the mean time, I acknowledge, that they afe
forded me very litle information, and that moft
of my experiments were abortive.

Upon the determination of thefe and fimilar
fadts, however, our knowledge of the diftin@ion
of fpecies, and of the genuine hiftory of ani-
mals, as well as the manner of treating them,
chiefly depends. But, fince we are deprived of
this neceffary knowledge ; fince it is impoffible,
for want of fadls, to_eftablifh_analogies, or to
Iay a proper foundation for reafoning, there is no
other method left us, than to proceed ftep by fiep,
to confider each animal individually, to regard

es all thofe which fpontancoufly
procreate together, and to write their hiftory in
detached
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detached articles, referving a power of uniting
or feparating them, as foon as we fhal acquire
more perfec knowledge, cither from our own
experience, or that of other men.

It is for this reafon, that, though there are
miny animals which refemble the fheep and-goat,
we here confine ourfelves entirely to the domel
ic kinds. We know not whether the foreign
kinds could intermix with the common  fpecies,
and produce new races, We are, therefore, au-
thorifed to confider them as diftinét fpecies, Il
fufficient evidence is procured, that the foreign
Kinds can procreate with the common, and pro=
duce fertile individuals : This is the only cha=
rater which conftitutes the reality of what s
called fpecies - both in the animal and vegetable
Kingdoms.

The goat is fuperior to the fheep both in fen-
timent and dexterity. He approaches man
fpontancoufly, and is cafly familiarized. ~He is
fenfible of carefles, and capable of a confiderable
degree of attachment. He is ftronger, lighter,
mote agile, and lefs timid than the fheep. He isa

fprightly, capricious, wandering, lafcivious ani-

3

mal. It is with difficulty that he can be confined [
to a floc He loves to retire into folitude, to{
climb fteep and rugged places, to ftand and even |
to fleep on the point of rocks, and the edges of the
moft frightful precipices. The female anxioufly\
fearches for the male; and they unite with ar-
dour. They arc robuft and eafily nourifhed 3
. for
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for they eat almoft every herb, and are injureq
by a very inconfiderable number. 'The togily

temperament of the goat, which, in all animgl..
P 5 b mals,

has a great influence on the natural difpnﬁ!iuns,
is not effentially different from that of the fheep.
Thefe two animals, whofe internal Organization
is almoft entirely fimilar, are nourifhed, grow,
and multiply in the fame manner; and thely
difeafes are the fame, except a few to which the
goatis not fubje@t. The goat fears not, lke the
theep, too great a degree of heat. He chearo
fully expofes himfelf to the fun, and fleeps un.
der its moft ardent rays, without being affecied
with a vertigo, or any other inconveniency. - He
is not afraid of rain or florms 3 but he appears
to feel the effecs of fevere cold. The external
adtions and movements of animals, which, as
formerly remarked, depend more upon the
firength and variety of their fenfations, than the
firu@ure of their bodies, are, for this reafon,
more vivacious, and lefs limited in the goat, than
in the fheep. The inconflancy of the goar's dit-
pofition is marked by the irregularity of his ac-
tions. - He walks, flops (hort, runs, leaps, ap-
proaches, retires, fhows, and conceals himfelf, or
fies off, as if he were actuated by mere caprice,
and without any other caufe than what arifes
from an eccentric vivacity of temper. The
fopplencfs of his organs, and the firength and
nervoufnefs of his frame, are hardly fufficient to

{fupport
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fupport the petulance and rapidity of his natural
movements.

That thefe animals are naturally friends o
man, and that, even in uninhabited countrics,
they betray no favage difpofitions, is apparent
from the following fat. In the year 1608,
an Englith veflel having put into the ifland of
Bonavifta, two Negroes cameaboard, and offered
gratis to the captain as many goats as he pleat-
ed.  The captain having expreffed his aftonifh-
ment at this offer, the Negroes replied, that
there were only twelve perfons on the ifland 3
that the goats had multiplied fo greatly as to
become extremely troublefome; and that,
flead of being caught with difficulty, they obfti-
naccly followed the men, like other domeftic
animals

The s capable of engendering when he
s a year old, and the female when fhe is feven
months.  But the fruits of fuch premature em-
braces are fecble and imperfet ; and, for this
reafon, they are gencrally reftrained till they
ghteen montbs or two
years.  The he-goat is a beautiful, vigorous, and
ardent animal.  In the courfe of two ‘or three
months, one male is fufficient for more than
150 females.  But this ardour, which foon con-

arrive at the age of ¢

fames him, lafts three or four years only, and

at the age of five or fix, he is old and enervat-
el Hence, a male for breeding

* L’Hif. Gen. des Voyages, tom. i. p.
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large, handfome, and not exceeding two years
His neck fhould be fhort and flehy;

his head light; his cars pendant; his !hlghs

hick; his Timb firm; his hair blacky hick, and

foft; and his beard long and bufhy. The choice

of the female is not of equal importance, I

may only be remarked, that thofe which have

arge bodies, thick thighs, a light walk, long

and capacious udders, and foft buthy hair, ought

to be preferred. The females are in feafon du-

sing the months of September, October, and

November : But, when allowed to approach the

male, they are willing to receive him, and are

capable of producing, in all feafons. They,

however, hold much furer in autumn ; and the

months of O&ober and November are preferred ;

becaufe the young kids are brought forth when

They go with young about

and are delivered in the beginning

They fuckle their young a month

ks, Thus, fix months and a half

thould [x reckoned between the time when

and that when the kid begins

along with fheep, the goats

of the flock.  They love

feparately upon the e of il aad

fi vl !wmv
and uf
£ when permitted to go
among
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among corn, vines, copfes, or young plantations 3
for they eat with avidity the tender bark and
young fhoots of trees, which generally prove
fatal to their growth. They carcfully avoid
moift ground, marfhy meadows, and rich paf-
tares.  They are feldom reared in plain coun=
tries, where they never thrive, and where their
fleth is always bad.  Vaft quantities are reared
in warm climates ; and they are never put into
Rables. hey 1

fheltered during winter. They require no lits
ter in fummer; but, in winter, as moifture is
very hurtful to them, they fhould be frequently
fpplied with frefh litter, and never allowed to
lie upon their own dung. They are conducted

to the fields very early in the morning, grafs

covered with des 1 is injurious to fheep,
being extremely to goats.  As they are
untra@table and wandering animals, one man, [
however robuft and adtive, is unable to manage
above fifty of them.  'They are never permitted
to go out during fow or hoar-froft; but are
fidiin the Mable withihebatnimail\EUE
of trees colleted in autumn, cabbages, turnips,
and other roots. The more they eaf,  the quan-
tity of their milk is the greater. To increafe
the quantity of milk fill more, they are made
to drink much, by mixing a little nitre or falt
with their water. The milk may be drawa
from them five days after bringing forth ; and
they continue to yield canfiderable quantities of

it,
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it, every morning and evening, for four or five
months. The female produces but one kidy
though fometimes two, feldom three, and never
more than four, She is fertile from one year
or cighteen months, till fhe be feven years of
age. The male may propagate as long, and
perhaps longer, if he were properly managed ;
but he is feldom employed above five years,
He is then fent to be fattened among the old
and young male goats, which have been caftrat
ed, to render their flefh more tender and fuc-
culent. The attened in the fame manner
as wedders.  But, whatever attention is beflow-
ed on them, or however they arc fed, their fleth
is never fo good as mutton, except in very
warm climates, where mnutton s always il
tafted.

The ftrong odour of the he-goat proceeds not
from his flefh, but from his fkin. Thefe ani-
mals, which are not permitted to grow old,
might perhaps live ten or twelve years. When-
ever they ceale to multiply, they are killed,
anidithe older theyare; their feth ia:th worle
Both males and females, with very few excep-
tions, are furnithed with horns.  The
their hair is exceedingly various. It
thofe which are white, and have no horns, give
moft milk; and that the black goats are the
ftrongeft.  Though the food of thefe animals
cofts almoft nothing, yet they fail not to bring
confiderable profit. Their fleth, tallow, hair,

and
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and fkin are valuable commodities. Their milk
s more wholefome and better than that of the
fheep: Itis ufed as a medicine, curdles eafily,
and makes very good cheefe, As it containg
few oily particles only, the cream (hould never
be feparated from it.  The females allow them.
felves to be fucked by infants, to whom theic
milk affords very good nourithment.  Like cows
and fheep, theyare fucked by the wiger, and fill
more by a bird called the goar~ficker, which
fixes on their paps during. the night, and, it is
faid, makes them lofe their milk ¥,

The goat bis no cuting teeth in the upper
jaw.  Thofe of the under jaw fall out, and are
seplaced in the fame time, and in the fame or-
der, as the teeth of the fheep. The age of the
goat is indicated by the teeth and the knobs of
the hor The number of teeth in the fhe-

* That the viper fucks cows, teep, and goats, hasall the
sppearances of a vulgar error ; and fhould not, therefore, have

goac-fucker, thoogh it h
natoralit, ye I am con

that the accufation has not the
# foundation in trath. ‘This bird, which feeds upon mothe,
s, and otherinfes, has indeed the power of opening its mouth
03 uncommon width.  But nothing can be more oppolite to
the Rraure of parts necefTry for the operasion o fucking, than
the bill of a bird. The frequent attendance of thefe birds upon.
cattle ofal kinds has probably given rife to this rdiculous norion.
They attend cattle, not to fack them, but to feize the flies and
atberinfedts which perpetaally affemble about thefe animals. This
reaoning will acquire additional force, when itis confdered, that
the goat-fucker aticnds males as conflantly as females.
VOL. 111, 11 goat
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goat is not uniform : They are generally fewer
than thofe of the male, whofe hair is alfo more
rude, and his beard and horns longer. Thefe
animals, like the ox and fheep, have four flo-.
machs, and chew the cud. Their fpecies i
more usiverfully diffufed than that of the fheep,
Goats, every way fimilar to our own, are found
in many parts of the world. They are only,
fimaller in Guiney, and other warm climates, and
larger in Mufcovy, and other northern regions.
"The goats of Angora or of Syria, with pendent
cars, are of the fame fpecies with ours ; for they
intermix together, and produce even in ou
climates. The horns of the male are equally
long with thofe of the common kind; but they
are dire€ted and contorted in a different man-
ner. They extend horizontally from each fide
of the head, and form fpirals nearly like thofe
of a ferew.  The horns of the female are fhort,
bend backwards, downwards, and then advance
forwards, fo as to terminate near the eye

their dire@ion and contour are not alw:

form. The prefent defeription was taken from
a male and a female in the royal menage. Like
moft Syrian animals, their hair was very long
and bufhy, ard fo fine, that cloths, as beautiful
and gloffy as filken ftuffs, are made o
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SUPPLEMENT,.

WE are informed by Pontoppidan *, that
goats are fo numerous in Norway, that, from
the port of Bergen alone, 80,000 raw hides
are anaually exported, without reckoning thofe
which have been dreffed.  Goats, indeed, feem
tobe well adapted to the nature of this country :
They fearch for their food upon the tops of the
higheft and moft rugged mountains. The males
are very courageous; they fear not the attack
of a fingle wolf, and even'afit the dogs in de-
fending the flock.

# Nac. Hit, of Norway.
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