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of which he is deprived. Let man, howeye:
examine, analyfe, and contemplate himfelf and
he will foon difcover the diguity of his beings
he will perceive the exiftence of his fouls by
will ceafe to degrade his nature 5 he' will fee o
one glance, the infinite diftance placed. by iy
Supreme Being between him and the bratcs,

God alone knows the paf, the prefent, ang
the future. Man, whofe exiftence. continy,
but a few moments, perceives only thefe mo.
ments : But a living and immortal poyer
compares thefe moments, diftinguithes and ar.
ranges them. It is by this power that may
Knows the prefent, judges of the paft, and fore-
fees the future, Deprive him of this divine
light, and you deface and obfcure his being; no-
thing will remain but an animal equally igno-
mant of the paft and the future, and affetibl
only by prefent objets.

OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS.

AN changes the natural condition of ani-

mals, by forcing them to obey and to
ferve him. - A domeftic animal is a flave defti-
ned to the amufement, or to aid the operations
of men. _ The abufes to which he is too fre=
quently fibjected, joined to the unnatural mode
of his living, induce great alterations both in his
manners and difpofitions. But afavage animal,
obedicnt to Nature alone, knows no laws but
thofe of appetite and independence. 'Thus the
hilory of favage animals is limited to a fmall
pumber of fads, the refults of pure Nature, But
the hiftory of domeftic animals is complicated,
and warped with every thing relative to the arts
employed in taming and fubduing the native
wildnefs of thelr tempers: And, as we are ig-
norant what influence habit, reftraint, and ex-
ample, may have in changing the manners, de=

movements, clinations of

animals, it is the duty of the naturalift to es
mine them with care, and to diftinguifh thofe
fats which depend folely on inflin, from thofe
that originate from education; to afcertain what
is proper to them from what is borrowed; to
feparate artifice from Nature ; and never to con=
found




s OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS,

found the animal with the flave, the beat ¢
burden with the creature of God.

Man holds a legitimate dominion ove g
brute animals, which no revolution can defoy
It is the dominion of mind over matter; a Tight
of Nature founded upon unalterable laws, a gi
of the Almighty, by which man is cnabledata)
times to perceive the dignity of his beings Py
his power is not derived from his being the mof
perfedt, the firongeft, or the moft dexterous of
all animals. If he hold only the firft rank iy
the order of animals, the inferior tribes would
unite, and difpute his title to fovereignty, By
man reigns and commands from the fuperiory
of his nature: He thinks; and therefore he js
‘mafter of all beings who are not endowed with
this ineftimable talent. Material bodies are
likewife fubjec to his power: To his will they
can oppofe only a grof refiftance, or an obflinate
inflexibility, which his hand is always able to

me, by making them aé againft each other,

after of the vegetable tribes, which, by

his induftr n, at pleafure, augment or die

inifh, multiply or defiroy. He reigas over

2 on; becaufe, like them, he is

not only endowed with fentiment and the power

of motion, but becaufe he thinks, diftinguifhes

ends and means, dire@s his actions, concerts his

operations, overcomes force by ingenuity, aad
fwiftnefs by perfeverance.

1
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Among animals, However, fome are morefoft
and gentle, others more favage and ferocious.
When we compare the docility and fubmiffive
temper of the dog with the fiercenefs and rapa-
ity of the tiger, the one appears to be the friend,
and the ‘other the enemy of man. Thus his
empire over the animalsis not abfolute, Many
fpecies elude his power, by the rapidity of their
fight, by the fiviftnes of their courfe, by the
obfeurity of their retreats, by the element which

Others cfcape him by the minate-

bodies; and others, inftead of ac-

Knowledging their fovereign, attack him with

pility.  He is likewife infulted with the

infects, and the poifonous bites of fer-

pents; and he is often incommoded with im-

pure and ufelefs creatures, which feem to exift

for no other purpofe but to form the fhade be~

teen good and evil, anduto make man feel how
litdle, fince his fall, he is refpected.

But the empire of God muft be diftinguifhed
from the limited dominion of man. God, the
creator of all being, is the fole governor of Na-
ture. Man has no influence on the univerfe,
the motions of the heavenly bodies, or the revo-
lutions of the globe which he inhabits. He has
no general dominion over animals, vegetables,
or minerals. His power extends not to fpecics,
butis limited to individuals ; for fpecics and the
great body of ‘matter belong to, or rather confti=
tute Nature. thing moves on, perifhes,

or
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or is renewed, by anirrefiftible power: My
him{clf, hurried along by the torrent of ting,
cannot prolong his exiftence. - Connedted, hy
means of his body, to matter, heis forced to fibs
it to the univerfal law, and, like all other gre
ganized beings, he is born, grows, and perifhes

But the ray of divinity with which manjs
animated, ennobles and animates him aboveevery
material exiftence. This fpiritual fubftance, fo
far from being fubjec to matter, s entitled to
govern it; and though the mind cannot coms
mand.the whole of Nature, fhe rules over indie
vidual beings. God, the fource of all light and
of all intelligence, governs the univerfe, and
every fpecies, with infinite power: Man, who
poffeffes only a ray of this intelligence, enjoys

accordingly, a power limited to individuals, and

to fmall portions of matter.
It is, thercfore, apparent, that man has been
enabled to fubdue:the animal creation, not by
force, or the other qualities of matter, but by the
powers of his mind. In the firlt ages of the
world, all animals were equally independent,
Man, after he became criminal and favage, vas
not in a condition to tame them.  Before he
could diftingui nd reduce animals o
a domeftic ftate, before he could inftruét and
command them, he behoved to be civilized him-
felf; and the empire over the animals, likeall
other empires, could not be eftablifhed pr
to the inftitution of fociety.
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Man derives all his power from fociety, which
smatures his reafon, exercifes his genius, and
unites his force, ~ Befort the formation of
fociety, man was perhaps the moft favage and
the leaft formidable of all animals. Naked, with=
out fhelter, and deflitute of arms, the carth was
to him only a vaft defert peopled with monfters,
of which he often became the prey : And, even
Tong after this period, hiftory informs us, that
the firft heroes were only deftroyers of wild
beals:

But, when the humari fpecies multiplied and
fpread over the earth, and when, by means of
fociety and the arts, man was enabled to conquer
the univerfe, he made the wild beafts gradually
retie; he purged the earth of thofe gigantic
animals, whofe enormous bones are ftill to be
found; he deftroyed, or reduced to a finall num-
ber, the voracious and hurtful fpecies ; he op-
pofed one animal to another; and, fubduing
fome by addrefs, and others by force, and at-
tacking all by reafon and art, he acquired to
himfelf perfect fecurity, and effablifhed an em-
pire, which knows no other limits than inaccef=
fible folitudes, burning fands, frozen mountains,
or dark caverns, which ferve as retreats to a few
fpecies of ferocious animals.
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