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0f the Form of Continents.

WITH regerd to the figure of Continents, I
hll tranfribe a palfage from the ingenious au-
thor of the Philofophical and Political Hittory

¢ the two Indies:

g u‘:cl\:i thought to be eertain,’ he remarks,
¢ that the furface he New Cm\}mcnﬁ is l\[f[»
« one half of that of the Old,  Befides, in their
o there are fome firiking analogies —They

to form two immenfe bands of carth,

b arife from the Ardic pole, terminate in

: ; )
‘e South, and feparated on the Eaft and Welt
by the ocean that invefls them. ~ Independent
o o fra@uure of thefe two bands, and of the
¢ Gounterpofe o fymmetry which takes place

O hrures it is apparent, that their equili-
¢ their figure; it is app

;um depends not on their pofition;; it i’s tll!c

¢ fly@uation of the fea which produces the ftal )p
¢ lity of the e th, To fix the globe on xtv:lbaliu,
¢ it ‘was neceffary to have an clement which, oy
< floating continually around this planet, qm'“\,
¢ counterbalance, by its weight, the other fub-
¢ Qances, and reftore that equilibrium which the
¢ collifion of the other elements nnghr!mv.c du_-
¢ urbed.  Water, by its fluidity and gravity, is
¢ yrell fitted to fupport that harmony and that
¢ balance
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¢ balance of the different parts of the globe
¢ around its centre.

¢ If the waters which flill moiften the bowels
of the New Hemifphere had not deluged its
¢ furface, man would foon have cut down the
¢ woods, drained the marfhes, and given con-
¢ fiftence to- a watery foil—He would have
< opened vents to the winds, and confined the
¢ rivers within their banks; the climate, of
¢ courfe, would have already been changed.
¢ But an uncaltivated and thinly inhabited he-
¢ mifphere announces a recent land, while the
¢ waters which environ its coafts fill creep
¢ filently through its veins.’

On this fubjec I hall remark, that, although

there is more water on the furface of America
than on that of other countries, we ought not to
conclude from this circumftance, that an internal
fea is contained in the bowels of this new land.
We thould only infer from this number of lakes,
marfhes, and large rivers, that America has been
peopled long after Afia, Aftica, and Europe,
where the quantity of fagnant waters is much
Jefs.  Befides, a thoufand other circumftances
concur in fhowing, that the Continent of Ame-
rica in general ought to be regarded as new
land, in which Nature has not had time to ac-
quire all her powers, nor to cxhibit them by a
numerous populatior
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