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THE FALLOW DEER*

7 i
N° fpecies of antmalsAnakes fo near an ap=

proach to another+as thé fallow deer to
that of the ftag: But, though their fimilarity
be great in every refped, they fly from each
other, never intermis, and, of courfe, give rife to
1o intermediate race. It is even rare to find fal=
Jow deer in a country much frequented by ftags;
unlefs they are indufirioufly tranfported thither.
Their nature feems to be Tefs ruftic and robuft
than that of the flag; and thiy are likewife lefs
common in the forefts, 'They are kept in parks,

* The horns of the fallow deer are palmated 4t their ends,
and branched on the hinder fide.
bove them two flender branches. The col
ldifh, deep brown, white, or fpot=
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where they may be faid to be half domeftie,
More of them are reared in England than in any.
other country of Europe; and the Englith are
extremely fond of their venifon. 'The dogs aly
prefer the flefh of this deer to that of all other
animals; and, after they have once eat of it
they are extremely apt, in the chafe of the flag
or roe deer, to change their courfe when they
perceive the fcent of the fallow deer. In fome
provinces of France, and in the neighbourhood
of Paris, there are fallow deer, as alfo in Spain
and Germany. Thofe of America were probably,
tranfported from Europe. It feems to be an
animal peculiar to the temperate.climates ; for
there are none in Ruffia, and they are feldom
met with in Sweden or other northern coun
tries *.

The flags are more generally diffufed over
Europe; they are even found in Norway, and
2l the northern regions, Lapland perhaps ex-
cepted. They arc alfo frequent in Afia, efpes
cially in Tartary T, and the northern provinces
of China. They are likewife found in America;
for thofe of Canadaf di from ours in the
length of their horns only, and the direction of

* Lin. Faun. Succ.
Deferipion de Inde, par Mare. Paul lv. 1. p. 38. Lei
s Edifiantes, receail 26. p. 571,
} The Canadian fag is precily the fame with that of

madian £
France ; Deription de la Nowv. F:
29

their
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thei antlers ¥, which is fometimes no: Nraight,
a5 in the common ftag, but turned backward, fo
that the end of each points to the ftem of the
horns.  But this forin of the horns is not abfo-
lutely peculiar to the flag of Canada ; for we
find fimilar horns engtaven in /a Venerie de du
Fouilloux +5 and thofe of the Corfican flag
have firaight antlers; which is a fufficient
proof that the Canadian fla is only a varicty,
to which fags of all countries are fubject.
There are likewife horns which have a number
of antlers on their fummits, in form of a crown.
Thefe are rarely found in France ; but, fays Du
Fouillous: §, they come from Ruflia and Germa-
5y, This is another variety only, and not a
fpecies different from the common. kind. Hence,
in Canada, as well as in France, moft ftags have
fraight antlers; but, in the former, they are
larger and thicker; becaufe they find, in thefe un-
inhabited regions, more nourithment and repofe
than in populous countries. There are large
and finall fags in America, as well as in Europe.
Bur, however generally this [pecies is diffufed, it
feems to be limited to cold and temperate cli=
mates. The ftags of Mexico and South Ame=
rica, thofe of Cayenne, thofe called Gange
Jlags, mentioned in M. Perrauld’s memoirs

* See the figre of the Canadian i
M. Perar.
+ La Venerie de Jacques du Foulllosx, p 33.
Ihid. p. zo.

in PEip. des dria, par

H 2 under
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under the name of Sardiuian binds, thofe denox
minated Cape Jlags, and thofe of Guiney and
othet warm countries, belong not to the common
fpecics, as will appear when the particular hifto-
1y of cach is given.

As the fallow deer is lefs favage, more delix
cate, and approaches nearer to the domeflic flae
than the flag, he is alfo fubje€t to a greater num
ber of varicties. Befide the common and the
white fallow deer, there are feveral other vatie-
ties, as thofe of Spain, which are nearly as large
a5 the ftags but their neck is not fo_thick, and
their colour is darker, with a blackifh tail, not
white below, and longer than that of the com=
mon kind ; thofe of Virginia, which are almoft
as large as thofe of Spain, and remarkable for
the great fize of their genital organs: Others
have a comprefled forehead, with the cars and
tail longer than thofe of the common fallow deer,
are marked with 2 white fpot upon the hoofs of
the hind feet; others are fpotted with white,
black, and yellow ; and others are entirely black.
All thefe have their horns flatter, broader, and
better garnifhed with antlers than thofe of the
flag; they likewife incline more inwardly, and
are more palmated at the points 3 and, when the
horns are very firong, the largeft antlers are
fometimes terminated by fimall palms. The tal
of the common fallow deer is longer than that
of the fag, and its hair is brighter. 'The homs
of the fallow deér fhed, like thofe of the flag;

but
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but they fall off later, and are renewed nearly
2t the fame time, Their rutting feafon arrives
ffeen days or three weeks after that of the ftag.
The males then bellow frequently, but with a
low and interrupted voice. They are not fo
furious as the fag, nor exhauft themielves by
ruting.  They never depart from their own.
couatry 0 quet of females; but they difpute
and fight for the poffeffion of their miftrefles.
They affociate in herds, which almoft always
Jeep together.  When there is a great number
in one park, they generally form themfelves in-
to two diftinc troops, which foon become ho-
file, becaufe they both wifh to occupy the fame
part of the inclofure.  Each of thefe troops has
its own chief, who marches foremoft ; and he is
always the oldeft and firongeft of the flock.
“The others follow him ; and the whole draw up
in order of battle, to force the other troop from
the beft pafture. The order with which thefe
combats are conduéted is very fingular. They
make regular attacks, fight with courage, mutu-
ally fupport each other, and never think them-
felves vanquifhed by a fingle check; for the battle
i daily renewed, till the weaker are completely
defeated, and obliged to remainin the worlt pat-
ture. They love elevated and hilly countries.
When chafed, they run not out, like the flag,
but double, and endeavour to conceal themfel
from the dogs by artifice, and by fubftitutingan-
other animal in their place, However, when
H 3 fatigued
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fatigued and heated, they take the water, bug
never attempt to crofy fuch extenfive rivers ag
the flag.  Thus, between the chafe of the fal-
Tow deer and ftag, there is no material difference,
Their knowledg, fin@s, their {hifts and
doublings, are the fame, only they are more fr.

lefs enter u.ﬁng, and runs not fo far before the

e has oftener occafion to change, or fub-

his place, to double, return upon

trals, &c. which renders the hunt-

f the fallow deer more fubje to inconves

than that of the flag. Befides, as he is

d lighter, the impreffions of his feet

¢ ground are flighter, and the branchey

he knocks off from the trees with his horns are

finaller. Hence the dogs are lefs apt to obferve

the change, or fubltitution of another animal,

and it is more difficult to bring them into the
{cent when at fault,

The fallow deer is very cafily tamed, and cats
many fubftances which are rejected by the fiag,
He likewife preferves his fat or venifon much
Detter; for he is not rendered meagre by rutting,
though mllm\rd by the longeft and fevereft
winters ; and | neatly in the fame condition
during the whole year. He browles clofer than
the fag, which makes the trees or bulhes cut by
him more difficult to fhoot than thofe cut by the
flag.  The young fallow deer eat quicker, and
with more avidity than the old, They rumi-
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nate; they fearch for the females in the fecond
year, and attach no themfelves to one, like the
toe buck, but love varicty, like the flag. The
female goes with young eight months and fome
days. Like the hind, fhe produces one, fome-
(imes two, and very rarély three fawns. They
are capable of engendering and producing from
the age of twoto that of fifteen or fixteen years,
Laftly, the fallow deer refemble the flag in al-
moft all their natural difpofitions and habits 3
the greateft difference between thefe two animals
confifts in the duration of their lives. We for-
merly remarked, from the teftimony of huntf~
men, that the ftag lives thirty-five or forty years;
and, from the fame authority, we learn that the
fallow deer live only about twenty years. As
they are fmaller, it is probable that their growth
is fooner accomplifhed than that of the ftag 5 be~
caufe, in all animals, the duration of life is pro-
portioned to the time of growing, and not to the
time of geftation ; for here the time of geftation
is the fame.  Befides, in other fpecies, as that of
the ox, though the time of geflation be long,
the duration of life is fhort. Of courfe, we
ought not to meafure the duration of life by the
time of geflation, but by that of the growth,
reckoning from birth, nearly to the full expan-
fion of the body *.

* For a fow fupplementary remarks on the fllow deer,
feethe article Air,
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