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as a base, crossing the upper
Chickahominy,

The army was admirably
placed for adopting either,
and my decision was to take
that of the James, operating
on either bank asmight prove
advisable, but always prefer-
ring the southern. Ihad ur-
gently asked for reinforce-
ments to come by water, as
they would thus be equally
available for either line of
operations. The destruction
of the Merrimae on the 11th
of Mayhad opened the James
River to us, and it was only
after that date that it be-
came available. My plan,
however, was changed by
orders from Washington. A
telegram of the 18th from the
Secretary of War informed
me that MeDowell would ad-
vanece from Fredericksburg,
and directed me to extend
the right of the Army of the
Potomacto the north of Rich-
mond, in order to establish
communication with him.
The same order required me
to supply his troops from
our depots at White House.
Herein lay the failure of the
campaign, as it necesgitated
the division of the army
by the Chickahominy, and
caused great delay in con-
structing practicable bridges
across that stream; while if
I had been able to cross to
the James, reinforcements
would have reached me by -

SECTION OF THE ENCAMPMENT OF THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC NEAR WHITE HOUSE, VA.
Process reproduction of a photograph.

**We were now [middle of May] encamped on the old Custis place, at present owned
by General Fitzhugh Lee [Gen. W. H. F. Lee] of the Rebel cavalry service. On every
side of us were immense fields of wheat, which, but for the presence of armies, prom-

water rapidly and safely, the ised an abundant harvest. . . . It was marvelous that-such quiet could exist where &

army would have been unit-
ed and in no danger of having its flank turned,

or its line of supply interrupted, and the attack

could have been much more rapidly pushed.

I now proceeded to do all in my power to insure
suceess on the new line of operations thus imposed
upon me. On the 20th of May our light troops
reached the Chickahominy at Bottom’s Bridge,
which they found destroyed. I at once ordered
Casey’s division to ford the stream and oceupy the
heights beyond, thus seeuring a lodgment on the
right bank. Heintzelman was moved up in sup-
port of Keyes. By the 24th, Mechanicsville was
carried, so that the enemy was now all together
on the other side of the river. Summner was near
the railroad, on the left bank of the stream; Por-
ter and Franklin were on the same bank near
Mechaniesville.

It is now time to give a brief deseription of the
Chickahominy. Thisriverrises some fifteen miles
northwestward of Richmond, and unites with the
James about forty miles below that eity. Our
operations were on the part between Meadow and
Bottom’s bridges, covering the approaches to
Richmond from the east. Here the river at its

ordinary stage is some forty feet wide, fringed
with a dense growth of heavy forest-trees, and
bordered by low marshy lands, varying from half
a mile to a mile in width. Within the limits above
mentioned the firm ground, above high-water
mark, seldom approaches the river on either banlk,
and in no place did the high ground come near the
stream on both banks. It was subject to frequent,
sudden and great variations in the volume of water,
and a single violent storm of brief duration suf-
ficed to eause an overflow of the bottom-lands for
many days, rendering the river absolutely impas-
sable without long and strong bridges. When we
reached the riverit was found that all the bridges,
except that at Mechanicsville, had been destroyed.
The right bank, opposite New, Mechanicsville, and
Meadow bridges, was bordered by high bluffs,
affording the enemy commanding positions for his
hatteries, enfilading the approaches, and prevent-
ing the rebuilding of important bridges. We were
thus obliged to select other less exposed points for
our crossings. Should McDowell effect the prom-
ised junetion, we could turn the head-waters of
the Chickahominy, and attack Richmond from the

movement against General
Banks seemed so general and
connected as to show that
the enemy eould not intend
a very desperate defense of
Richmond; that he thought
the time was mear when I
‘“must either attack Rich-
mond or give up the job, and
come back to the defense of
Washington.” Irveplied that
all my information agreed
that the mass of the enemy
wag still in the immediate
vieinity of Richmond, ready
to defend it, and that the
object of Jackson’s move-
ment was probably to pre-
vent reinforcements being
sent tome. -. . The cam-
paign had taken its present
position in consequence of
the assurance that I should
be joined by McDowell's
corps. As it was now clear
that I could not count with
certainty upon that force, I
had to do the best I could
with the means at hand.
The first necessity was to
establish secure communica-
tions between the two parts
of the army, necessarily sep-
arated by the Chickahominy.
Richmond eould be attacked
only by troops on the right
bank. Asthe expectation of
the advance of MeDowell
was still held out, and that
only by the land route, I
could not yet transfer the

hundred thousand men were crowded together, yet almost absolute stilluess reigned  hage to the James, but was

throughout the vast camp during the whole of this pleasant Sabbath.” — From George
T. Stevens's ‘‘ Three Years in the Sixth Corps.” The picture represents the space occu-

pied by about one brigade.

north and northwest, still preserving our line of
supply from White House. But with the foree
actually available such an attempt would expose
the army to the loss of its communications and to
destruction in detail; for we had an able and
savage antagonist, prompt to take advantage of
any error on our part. The country furnished no
supplies, so that we could not afford a separation
from our depots. All the information obtained
showed that Richmond was intrencked, that the
enemy occupied in foree all the approaches from
the east, that he intended to dispute every step of
our advance, and that his army was numerically
superior. Harly on the 24th of May I received a
telegram from the President, informing me that
MeDowell would certainly mareh on the 26th, sug-
gesting that I should detach a foree to the right to
cut off the retreat of the Confederate forece in
front of Fredericksbhurg, and desiring me to march
cautiously and safely. On the same day another
despateh came, informing me that, in consequence
of Stonewall Jackson’s advance down the Shenan-
doah, the movement of McDowell was suspended.
Next day the President again telegraphed that the
85

obliged to retain it on the
Pamunkey, and therefore to
keep on the left bank a force
sufficient to protect our communications and cover
the junetion of MeDowell. Ttwasstill permissible to
believe that sufficient attention wonld be paid to the
simplest prineiple of war to push MeDowell rapidly
on Jackson’s heels, when he made his inevitable
return march to jointhe main Confederate army and
attack our right flank. The failure of MecDowell to
reach me at or before the eritical moment was due
to the orders he received from Washington. The
bridges over the Chickahominy first built were
swept away by the floods, and it became necessary
to construet others more solid and with long log
approaches, a slow and difficult task, generally
carried on by men working in the water and
under fire.

The work was pushed as rapidly as possible, and
on the 30th of May the corps of Heintzelman
and Keyes were on the right bank of the Chicka-
hominy, the most advanced positions being some-
what strengthened by intrenchments; Summner’s
corps was on the left bank, some six miles above
Bottom’s Bridge; Porter’s and Franklin’s corps
were on the left bank opposite the enemy’s left.
During the day and night of the 30th torrents of
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SUMNER'S MARCH TO REINFORCE COUCH AT FAIR OAKS.

Tieutenant BEdmund Kirby, Battery I, First U. S. Artillery, says in his official report: “The roads were almost
impassable for artillery, and I experienced great difficulty in getting my guns along. I was obliged af times to
unlimber and use the prolonge, the cannoneers being up to their waists in water. About 4 30 p. M. T was within
three-quarters of a mile of Fair Oaks Station, with three pieces [twelyve-pounder Napoleons] and one caisson, the

remainder of the battery being in the rear, and coming up as fast as circumstances would permit.”

rain fell, inundating the whole country and threat-
ening the destruction of our bridges.

Well aware of our difficulties, our active enemy,
on the 3lst of May, made a violent attack upon
(asey’s division, followed by an equally formidable
one on Couch, thus commencing the battle of Fair
Oaks or Seven Pines. Heintzelman came up in
support, and during the afternoon Sumner erossed
the river with great difficulty, and rendered such
efficient service that the enemy was checked. In
the morning his renewed attacks were easily re-

MAJOR-GENERAL EDWIN V. SUMNER, U. 8. V.

pulsed, and the ground occupied at the beginning
of the battle was more thanrecovered ; he had failed
in the purpose of the attack. The ground was now
so thoroughly soaked by the rain, and the bridges
so mueh injured, that it was impracticable to pur-
sue the enemy or to move either Porter or Frank-
lin to the support of the other corps on the south
bank. Our efforts were at once concentrated upon
the restoration of the old and the building of new
bridges.

On the 1st of June the Depariment of Virginia,
ineluding Fort Monroe, was placed under my com-
mand. On the 2d the Secretary telegraphed that
as soon as Jackson was disposed of in the Shenan-
doah, another large body of troops would be at my
service; on the 5th, that he intended sending a
part of General McDowell’s force as scon as it could
return from Front Royal (in the Shenandoah Val-
ley, near Manassas Gap, and about one hundred
and fifteen miles northwest of Richmond), prob-
ably as many as I wanted; on the 11th, that Me-
(all’s forece had embarked to join me on the day
preceding, and that it was intended to send the re-
sidue of General MecDowell’s force to join me as
speedily as possible, and that it was clear that a
strong foree was operating with Jackson for the
purpose of preventing the forces there from join-
ing me.

On the 26th the Secretary telegraphed that the
forces of MeDowell, Banks, and Frémont would be
consolidated as the Avmy of Virginia, and would
operate promptly in my aid by land.

Fortunately for the Army of the Potomae, how-
ever, I entertained serious doubts of the aid prom-

SUMNER'S CORPS CROSSING THE OVERFLOWED “GRAPEVINE” BRIDGE
TO REINFORCE COUCH AT FAIR OAKS.
From a sketch made at the time.

ised by the land route, so that, on the 18th, I ordered
a number of transports, with supplies of all kinds,
to be sent up the James, under convoy of the gun-
boats, so that I might be free to cut loose from the
Pamunkey and move over to the James, should
cireumstanees enable me or render it desirable to
do so.

The battle of Fair Oaks was followed by storms
of great severity, continuing until the 20th of June,
and adding vastly to the diffienlties of our position,
greatly retarding the construction of the bridges
and of the defensive works regarded as necessary
to cover us in the event of a repulse, and iaaking
the ground too difficult for the free movements of
troops.

On the 19th Franklin’s corps was transferred to
the south side of the Chickahominy, Porter’s corps,
reinforced by MeCall’s division (which, with a few
additional regiments, had arrived on the 12th and
13th), being left alone on the north side.

This dangerous distribution was mecessary in
order to eoncentrate sufficient foree on the south
side to attack Richmond with any hope of suceess;
and, as I was stiil told that McDowell would arrive
by the overland route, I could not yet change the
base to the James.

It was not until the 25th that the condition of
the ground and fhe completion of the bridges and
intrenchmentsleft me free to attack. On that day
the first step was taken, in throwing forward the
left of our picket-line, in face of a strong opposi-
tion, to gain ground enough to enable Sumner and
Heintzelman to support the attack to be made next

day by Franklin on the rear of Old Tavern. The

suecessful issue of this attack would, it was
supposed, drive the enemy from his positions on
the heights overlooking Mechaniesville, and prob-
ably enable us to force him back into his main
line of works. We would then be in position to
reconnoiter the lines ecarefully, determine the
points of attack, and take up a new base and line
of supply if expedient.

During the night of the 24th information arrived
confirming the anticipation that Jackson was

MAJOR-GENERAL DARIUS N. COUCH, U. 8. V.




HEA.'DQUARTERS OF BRIGADIER-GENERAL JOHN SEDGWICK, ON THE LEESBURG TURNPIKE,
NEAR WASHINGTON.
From a sketch made in January, 1362.

moving to attack our right and rear, but I per-
sisted in the operation intended for the 25th,
partly to develop the strength of the enemy oppo-
site our left and center, and with the design of
attacking Old Tavern on the 26th, if Jackson’s
advance was so much delayed that Porter’s corps
would not be endangered.

Late in the afternoon of the 25th, Jackson’s ad-
vance was confirmed, and it was rendered probable
that he would attack next day. All hope of the
advance of McDowell’s corps in season to be of
any service had disappeared; the dangerous posi-
tion of the army had been faithfully held to the
last moment. After deducting the garrisons in
rear, the railroad guards, non-combatants, and
extra-duty men, there were not more than 75,000
men for battle. The enemy, with a force larger
than this, the strong defenses of Richmond close
at hand in his rear, was free to strike on either
flank. I decided then to carry into effect the long-
considered plan of abandoning the Pamunkey and
taking up the line of the James.

The necessary orders were given for the defense
of the depots at the White House to the last
moment and its final destruction and abandon-
ment ; it was also ordered that all possible stores
should be pushed to the front while communica-
tions were open.

The ground to the James had already been re-
connoitered with reference to this movement.

During the night of the 26th Porter’s siege-guns
and wagon-trains were brought over to the south
side of the Chickahominy. During the afternoon
of that day his corps had been attacked in its posi-
tion on Beaver Dam Creek, near Mechaniesville,
and the enemy repulsed with heavy losses on their
part. It was now clear that Jackson’s corps had
taken little or no part in this attack, and that his
blow would fall farther to the rear. I therefore
ordered the Fifth Corps to fall back and take posi-

tion nearer the bridges, where the flanks would be
more secure. This was skilfully effected early on
the 27th, and it was decided that this corps should
hold its position until night. All the corps com-
manders on the south side were on the 26th directed
to be prepared to send as many troops as they
could spare in support of Porter on the next day.
All of them thought the enemy so strong in their
respective fronts as to require all their foree to
hold their positions.

Shortly after noon on the 27th the attack com-
meneced upon Porter’s corps, in its new position
near Gaineg’s Mill, and the contest continued all
day with great vigor. . . .

[For accounts of the battle of Gaines’s Mill, as well
as of others in the “Seven Days'” series, see articles
by Generals Fitz-John Porter, James Longstreet, and
D. H. Hill.]

I now bent all my energies to the transfer of the
army to the James, fully realizing the very delicate
nature of a flank mareh, with heavy trains, by a
single road, in face of an active enemy, but con-
fident that I had the army well in hand and that it
would not fail me in the emergency. I thought
that the enemy would not anticipate that move-
ment, but would assume that all my efforts would
be directed to cover and regain the old depots;
and the event proved the correctness of this sup-
position. It seemed certain that I could gain one
or two days for the movement of the trains, while
he remained uncertain as to my intentions; and
that wag all T required with such froops as those
of the Army of the Potomae.

During the night of the 27th I assembled the
corps commanders at headquarters, informed them
of my intentions, and gave them their orders.
Keyes’s corps was ordered to move at once, with
its trains, across White, Oak Swamp, and occupy
positions on the farther side, to ecover the passage
of the remainder of the army. Bymnoon of the 28th

WHITE HOUSE, THE HOME OF GENERAL W. H.
LEE, McCLELLAN’S BASE OF SUPPLIES
ON THE PAMUNKEY.
From sketches made at the time.

this first step was accomplished. During
the 28th Sumner, Heintzelman, and Franlk-
lin held essentially fheir old positions;
the trains converged steadily to the White
Oak Swamp and crossed as rapidly as pos-

sible, and during this day and the succeed-
ing night Porter followed the movement of
Keyes’s corps and took position to sup-
port it.

Early on the 28th, when Franklin’s corps was
drawing in its right to take a more concentrated
position, the enemy opened a sharp artillery fire
and made at one point a spirited attack with two
Georgia regiments, which were repulsed by the two
regiments on picket.

Sumner’s and Heintzelman’s corps and Smith’s
division of Franklin’s were now ordered to abandon
their intrenchments, so as to occupy, on the morn-
ing of the 29th, a new position in rear, shorter
than the old and covering the erossing of the
swamp. This new line could easily be held dur-
ing the day, and these troops were ordered to re-
main there until dark, to cover the withdrawal of
the rest of the trains, and then cross the swamp
and oceupy the positions about to be abandoned
by Keyes’s and Porter’s corps. Meanwhile Slo-
ecum’s division had been ordered to Savage’s Sta-
tion in reserve,.and, during the morning, was
ordered acrossthe swamp to relieve Keyes’s corps.
This was a eritical day; for the crossing of the
swamp by the frains must be accomplished before
its close, and their protection against attack from
Richmond must be assured, as well as communi-
cation with the gun-boats.

A sharp cavalry skirmish on the Qualker road
indicated that the enemy was alive to our move-
ment, and might at any moment strike in force to
intereept the march to the James. The difficulty
was not at all with the movement of the troops,
but with the immense trains that were to be moved
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RUINS OF THE WHITE HOUSE, WHICH WAS
BURNED JUNE 28, DURING THE
‘ CHANGE OF BASE,”

virtually by a single road, and required the whole
army for their protection. With the exception of
the cavalry affair on the Quaker road, we were not
troubled during this day south of the swamp, but
there was severe fighting north of it. Summer’s
corps evacuated their works at daylight and fell
back to Allen’s farm, nearly two miles west of
Savage’s Station, Heintzelman being on their left.
Here Sumner was furiously attacked three times,
but eaeh time drove the enemy back with much
loss.

Soon afterward Franklin, having only one divi-
sion with him, ascertained that the enemy had
repaired some of the Chickahominy bridges and

UNION MORTAR-BATTERY BEFORE YORKTOWN,




was advancing on Savage’s
Station, whereupon he
posted his division at that
point and informed Sum-
ner, who moved his corps
to the same place, arriving
a little after noon. :

About 4 P. M. Sumner
and Franklin—three divi-
sions in all—were sharply
attacked, mainly by the
Williamsburg road; the
fighting continued until
between 8 and 9 P. M., the
enemy being at all times
thoroughly repulsed, and
finally driven from the
field. =Tl

Meanwhile, through a e b ]

misunderstanding of his
orders, and being con-
vineed that the troops of Summer and Franklin
at Savage’s Station were ample for the purpose in
view, Heintzelman withdrew his troops during the
afternoon, erossed the swamp at Brackett’s Ford,
and reached the Charles City road with the rear of
his eolumn at 10 P, M.

Slocum reached the position of Keyes's corps
early in the afternoon, and, as soon as the latter
was thus relieved, it was ordered forward to the
James, near Malvern Hill, which it reached, with
all its artillery and trains, early on the 30th.
Porter was ordered to follow this movement and
prolong the line of Keyes’s corps to our right.
The trains were pushed on in rear of these corps
and massed under cover of the gun-boats as fast
as they reached the James, at Haxall's plantation.
As soon as the fighting ceased with the final re-
pulse of the enemy, Sumner and Franklin were
ordered to eross the swamp; this was effected
during the night, the rear-guard crossing and
destroying the bridge at 5 A, M. on the 30th. All
the troops and trains were now between the sywamp

and the James, and the fivst eritical episode of the

movement was suceessfully accomplished.

The various corps were next pushed forward to
establish connection with Keyes and Porter, and
hold the different roads by which the enemy could
advance from Richmond and strike our line of
mareh. I determined to hold the positions now
taken until the trains had all reached a place of
safety, and then concentrvate the army near the
James, where it ecould enjoy a brief rest after the
tatigning battles and marches through which it
was passing, and then renew the advance on
Richmond.

General Franklin, with Smith’s division of his
own corps, Richardson’s of the Second, and Naglee’s
brigade, was charged with the defense of the White
Oalk Swamp crossing. Slocum held the ground
thence to the Charles City road; Kearny from that
road to the Long Bridge road; MeCall on his left;
Hooker thence to the Quaker road; Sedgwick at
Nelson’s farm, in rear of MeCall and Kearny. The
Fifth Corps was at Malvern Hill, the Fourth at
Turkey Bridge. The trains moved on during this
day, and at 4 p. M. the last reached Malvern Hill
and kept on to Haxall’s, so that the most difficult
part of the task was accomplished, and it only

remained for the troops to hold their ground until
nightfall, and then continue the marech to the posi-
tions selected near Malvern Hill.

The fighting on this day (June 30th) was very
severe, and extended along the whole line. It first
broke out between 12 and 1, on General Franklin’s
command, in the shape of a fierce artillery fire,
which was kept up through the day and inflicted
serious losses. The enemy’s infantry made several
attempts to eross near the old bridge and below,
hut was in every case thrown back, Franklin held
his position until after dark, and during the night
foll baclk to Malvern, At half-past 2 Slocun’s lett
was attacked in vain on the Charles City road. At
about 3 McCall was attacked, and, after 5 o’clock,
under the pressure of heavy masses, he was forced
baek; but Hoolker came up from the left, and Sedg-
wick from the rear, and the two together not only
stopped the enemy, but drove him off the field.

At about 4 p. M. heavy attacks commenced on
Kearny’s left, and three ineffectual assaults were
made. The firing continued until atter dark. About
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Although the result of
this bloody battle was a
complete vietory on our
part, it was necessary, for
the reasons already given,
to continue the movement
to Harrison’s, whither the
trains had been pushed
during the night of the
30th of June and the day
of the 1st of July. Im-
mediately after the final
repulse the orders were
given for the withdrawal
of the army. The move-
ment was covered by
Keyes’s corps. So com-
plete was the enemy’s dis-
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CAMP OF THE UNION ARMY NEAR WHITE HOUSE ON THE PAMUNKEY RIVER, MCCLELLAN'S BASE OF OPERATIONS

midnight Sumner’s and Heintzelman’s corps and
MeCall’s division withdrew from the positions they
had so gallantly held, and commenced their march
to Malvern, which they reached unmolested soon
after daybreak. Just after the rear of the trains
reached Malvern, about 4 p. M., the enemy attacked
Porter’s corps, but were promptly shaken off.

Thus, on the morning of July 1st, the army was
concentrated at Malvern, with the trains at Hax-
all’s in rear. The supplies which had been sent
from White House on the 18th were at hand in the
James.

After consultation with Commodore Rodgers, I
decided that Harrison’s Landing was a better posi-
tion for the resting-place of the army, because the
channel passed so close to City Point as to enable
the enemy to prevent the passage of transports if
we remained at Malvern. It was, however, neces-
,sary to accept battle where we were, in order to
give ample time for the trains to reach Harrison’s,
as well as give the enemy a blow that would eheck
his farther pursuit. . . :

D e \H.

VIEW FROM UNION MORTAR-BATTERY No. 4, LOOKING TOWARD YORKTOWN.
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AGAINST RICHMOND.

the conduct of the rear-
guard, that the last of the
traing reached Harrison’s after dark on the 3d,
without loss and unmolested by the enemy.

This movement was now successfully accom-
plished, and the Army of the Potomac was at last
in a position on its true line of operations, with its
traing intact, no guns lost save those taken in bat-
tle, when the artillerists had proved their heroism
and devotion by standing to their guns until the
enemy’s infantry were in the midst of them.

During the “Seven Days” the Army of the Poto-
mae congisted of 143 regiments of infantry, 55 bat-
teries, and less than 8 regiments of cavalry, all
told. The opposing Confederate army consisted of
187 regiments of infantry, 79 batteries, and 14 re-
giments of cavalry. The losses of the two armies
from June 25th to July 2d were :

Killed. Wounded. Missing. Total.

Confederate Army....... 2B 18,703....8,323....19,749
Army of the Potomae...1,734..... 8,062. ...6,053....15,849

The Confederate losses in killed and wounded
alone were greater than the total losses of the
Army of the Potomac in killed, wounded, and
missing.

No praise ean be too great for the officers and
men who passed through these seven days of bat-
tle, enduring fatigue without a murmur, success-
fully meeting and repelling every attack made upon
them, always in the right place at the right time,
and emerging from the fiery ordeal a compact army
of veterans, equal to any task that brave and dis-
ciplined men can be called upon to undertake.
They needed now only a few days of well-earned
repose, a renewal of ammunition and supplies, and
reinforcements to fill the gaps made in their ranks
by so many desperate encounters, to be prepared
to advance again, with entire confidence, to meet
their worthy antagonists in other battles. It was,
however, decided by the authorities at Washing-
ton, against my earnest remonstrances, to abandon
the position on the James, and the campaign. The
Army of the Potomac was accordingly withdrawn,
and it was not until two years later that it again
found itself under its last commander at substan-
tially the same point on the bank of the James. It
was a8 evident in 1862 as in 1865 that there was the
true defense of Washington, and that it was on the
banlks of the James that the fate of the Union was
to be decided.
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“GET THAT TEAM

THE SIEGE OF YORKTOWN.

RECOLLECTIONS OF A PRIVATE—III. BY
WARREN LEE GOSS.

. . . One morning we broke camp and went
marching up the Peninsula. The roads were very
poor and muddy with reeent rains, and were
crowded with the indescribable material of the
vast army which was slowly creeping through the
mud over the flat, wooded country. It was a
bright day in April—a perfect Virginia day; the
grass was green beneath our feet, the buds of the
trees were just unrolling into leaves under the
warming sun of spring, and in the woods the birds
were singing. The march was at first orderly, but
under the unaceustomed burden of heavy equip-
ments and knapsacks, and the warmth of the
weather, the men straggled along the roads, ming-
ling with the baggage-wagons, ambulances, and
pontoon trains, in seeming confusion. . . .

The baggage-trains were a notable spectacle.
To each baggage-wagon were attached four or six
mules, driven usually by a colored man, with only
one rein, or line, and that line attached to the bit
of the near leading mule, while the driver rode in
a saddle upon the near wheel mule. Each train
was aceompanied by a guard, and while the guard
urged the drivers the drivers urged the mules.
The drivers were usually expert, and understood
well the wayward, sportive natures of the erea-
tures over whose destinies they presided. On our
way to Yorktown our pontoon and baggage trains
were sometimes blocked for miles, and the heavi-
est trains were often unloaded by the guard to
facilitate their removal from the mud. It did
seem at times as if there were needless delays with
the trains, partly due, no doubt, to fear of danger
ahead. While I was guarding our pontoon train,
after leaving Big Bethel, the teams stopped all
along the line. Hurrying to the fronf, I found one
of the leading teams badly mired, but not enough
to justify the stopping of the whole train. The
lazy colored driver was comfortably asleep in the

OUT OF THE MUD!”

saddle. “Get that team out of the mud!” T yelled,
bringing him to his senses. He flourished his long
whip, shouted his mule lingo at the team, and the
mules pulled frantically, but not together. ¢ Can’t
you make your mules pull together?” I inquired.
“Dem mules pull right smart!” said the driver.
Cocking and capping my unloaded musket, I
brought it to the shoulder and again commanded
the driver, ¢ Get that team out of the mud!” The
negro rolled his eyes wildly and woke up all over.
He first patted his saddle mule, spoke to each one,
and then, flourishing his long whip with a erack
like a pistol, shouted, “Go ’long dar! What I feed
yo’ fo'?” and the mule team left the slough in a
very expeditious manner.

When procuring luxuries of eggs or milk, we
paid the people at first in silver, and they gave us
loeal serip in change ; but we found on attempting
to pay it out again that they were rather reluctant
to receive it, even at that early stage in Confed-

SKIRMISH AT LEE'S MILLS BEFORE YORKTOWN, APRIL 16, 1862.
From a sketch made at the time.

erate finance, and much preferred Yankee silver
or notes.

On the afternoon of April 5th, 1862, the advance
of our eolumn was brought to a standstill, with the
right in front of Yorktown, and the left by the
enemy’s works at Lee’s mills [map p. 83]. We
pitched our camp on Wormley Creek, near the
Moore house, on the York River, in sight of the
enemy’s water-battery and their defensive works
at Gloucester Point. Ome of the impediments to
an immediate attack on Yorktown was the diffi-
culty of using light artillery in the muddy fields in
our front, and at that time the topography of the
country ahead was but little understood, and had
to be learned by reconnoissance in force. We had
settled down to the siege of Yorktown; began
bridging the streams between us and the enemy,
constructing and improving the roads for the rapid
transit of supplies, and for the advance. The first
parallel was opened about a mile from the enemy’s

WHARF, YORK RIVER. MCCLELLAN'S HEADQUARTERS.

NELSON HOUSE.

VIEW OF MAIN STREET, YORKTOWN —THE UNION TROOPS MARCHING IN.
From a sketch made May 4, 1862,
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fortifications, extending along the entire front of
their works, which reached from the York River on
the left to Warwick Creek on the right, along a
line about four miles in length. Fourteen bat-
teries and three redoubts were planted, heavily
armed with ordnance.

We were near Battery No. 1, not far from the
York River. On it were mounted several 200-
pounder guns, which commanded the enemy’s
water-batteries. One day I was in a redoubt on
the left, and saw General MeClellan with the
Prinee de Joinville, examining the enemy’s works
through their field-glasses. They very soon drew
the fire of the observant enemy, who opened with
one of their heavy guns on the group, sending
the first shot howling and hissing over and very
close to their heads; another, quickly following
it, struck in the parapet of the redoubt. The
French prince, seemingly quite startled, jumped
and glanced nervously around, while MecClellan
quietly knocked the ashes from his eigar.

Several of our war-vessels made their appear-
ance in the York River, and occasionally threw a
shot at the enemy’s works ; but most of them were
kept busy at Hampton Roads, watching for the
ironclad Merrimae, which was still afloat., The
firing from the enemy’s lines was of little conse-
quence, not amounting to over ten or twelve shots
each day, a number of these being directed at the
huge balloon which went up daily on a tour of
inspeetion, from near General Fitz-John Porter’s
headquarters. One day the balloon broke from
its mooring of ropes and sailed majestically over
the enemy’s works; but fortunately for ifs occu-
pants it soon met a counter-current of air which
returned it safe to our lines. The month of April
was a dreary one, muech of the time rainy and un-
comfortable. It was a common expectation among
us that we were ahout to end the rebellion. One
of my comrades wrote home to his father that we
should probably finish up the war in season for
him to be at home to teach the village school the
following winter; in faect, T believe he partly en-
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Facsimile reproduction of a photograph taken before the
Battle of Seven Pines, on the second day of which
General Howard lost his right arm.

gaged to teach it. Amother wrote to his mother:
“We have got them hemmed in on every side, and
the only reason they don’t run is because they
ean’t.” We had at last corduroyed every road and
bridged every eveek; our guns and mortars were
in position ; Battery No. 1 had actually opened on
the enemy’s works, Saturday, May 3d, 1862, and it
was expected that our whole line would open on
them in the morning. About 2 o’clock of Saturday
night, or rather of Sunday morning, while on guard
duty, T observed a bright illumination, as if a fire
had broken out within the enemy’s lines. Several
auns were fived from their works during the early
morning hours, but soon after daylight of May 4th
it was reported that they had abandoned their
works in our front, and we very quickly found the
report to be true. As soon as I was relieved from
guard duty, I went over on “French leave” to
view our enemy’s fortifications. They were pro-
digiously strong. A few tumble-down tents and
houses and seventy pieces of heavy ordnance had
been abandoned as the price of the enemy’s safe
retreat.

As soon as it was known that the Confederates
had abandoned the works at Yorktown, the com-
manding general sent the cavalry and horse artil-
lery under Stoneman in pursuit to harass the re-
treating eolumn. . . .

MAJOR-GENERAL GUSTAVUS W. SMITH, C. 8. A.

MAJOR-GENERAL BENJAMIN HUGER, C. 8. A.

MANASSAS TO SEVEN PINES.

BY JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, GENERAL, C. 5. A,
Confederate commander at Manassas; also commander on the Peninsula until the close of the
first day’s battle at Seven Pines.

On the 23d of May, Keyes's Federal corps
crossed to the south side of the Chickahominy, and
a detachment attacked Hatton’s Confederate bri-
gade, which was in observation near Savage’s Sta-
tion. The detachment was driven back, and Hat-
ton’s object having been accomplished (to learn
whether the enemy had crossed the stream), he
was recalled. I was advised to hold that position
with the army, but preferred to let the enemy ad-
vanece, which would increase the interval between
his left and the right, which was beyond the Chick-
ahominy. MecDowell’s corps of 40,000 men was
then at Fredericksburg, observed by a division
under Brigadier-General J. R. Anderson; and a
large Confederate brigade, under Brigadier-Gen-
eral Branch, was at Gordonsville.

On the 24th our cavalry was driven across the
Chickahominy, principally at Mechaniesville. This
extension of the right wing of the enemy to the
west made me apprehend that the two detach-
ments (Anderson and Branch) above mentioned
might be eut off. They were therefore ordered to
fall back to the Chickahominy. Near Hanover
Court House the brigade was attacked by Porter’s
corpsand driven off, escaping with a loss of 66 killed,
and 177 wounded, as General Branch reported. A
division was formed of Anderson’s and Branch’s
troops, to the command of which Major-General
A, P. Hill was assigned.

That evening General Anderson sent word that
his scouts left near Frederickshurg reported that
McDowell’s troops were marching sonthward. As
the object of this march was evidently the junction
of this corps with the main army, I determined to
attack MeClellan before MeDowell could join him
and the major-generals were desired to hold their
troops ready to move. But at night, when those
officers were with me to receive instructions for
the expected battle, General J. E. B. Stuart, who

also had a detachment of cavalry observing Me-
Dowell’s corps, reported that it had returned to
Fredericksburg. As my object was to bring on
the inevitable battle before MeClellan should re-
ceive an addition of 40,000 men to his forces, this
intelligence made me return to my first design—
that of attacking MeClellan’s left wing on the Wil-
linmsburg road as soon as, by advancing, it had
suffieiently increased its distance from his right,
north of the Chickahominy.

The morning of the 30th, armed reconnoissances
were made under General D. H. Hill’s direction —
on the Charles City road by Brigadier-General
Rodes, and on the Williamshurg road by Brigadier-
General Garland. The latter found Federal out-
posts five miles from Richmond —or two miles
west of Seven Pines —in such strength as indicated
that a corps was near. On receiving this informa-
tion from General Hill, I informed him that he
would lead an attack on the enemy next morning.
Orders were given for the concentration of twenty-
two of our twenty-eight brigades against MeClel-
Jan's left wing, about two-fifths of his army. Oux
six other brigades were guarding the river from
New Bridge to Meadow Bridge, on our extreme
left. Longstreet and Huger were directed to con-
duet their divisions to D. II. Hill’s position on the
Williamsburg road, and G. W. Smith to march with
his to the junction of the Nine-mile road with the
New Bridge road, where Magruder was with four
brigades.

Longstreet, as ranking officer of the troops on
the Williamsburg road, was instructed verbally to
form D, H. Hill's division ag first line, and his own
as second, across the road at right angles, and to
advance in that order to attack the enemy ; while
Huger’s division should march by the right flank
along the Charles City road, to fall upon the
enemy’s flank when our troops were engaged with
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him in front. Federal earthworks and abatis that
might be found were to be turned. G. W.Smith
was to protect the troops under Longstreet from
attack by those of the Federal right wing across
the Chickahominy; and, if such transfer should
not he threatened, he was to fall upon the enemy
on the Williamsburg road. Those troops were
formed in four lines, each being a division.
Casey’s was a mile west of Seven Pines, with a
line of skirmishers a half mile in advance ; Couch’s
was at Seven Pines and Fair Oaks — the two form-
ing Keyes’s corps. Kearny’s division was near
Savage’s Station, and Hooker’s two miles west of
Bottom’s Bridge — the two forming Heintzelman’s
COTPS.

Longstreet’s command of the right was to end
when the troops approached Seven Pines and I
should be present to direct the movements, after
which each major-general would command his own
division. The rain began to fall violently in the
afternoon of the 30th, and continued all night. In
the morning the little streams near our camps
were so much swollen as to make it probable that

the Chickahominy was overflowing its banks and

cutting the communication between the wings of
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-delayed the troops in march-

the Federal Army. Being
confident that Longstreet
and D. H. Hill, with their
forees united, would be suc-
cessful in the earlier part of
the action against adversa-
ries formed in several lines,
with wide intervals between
them, I left the immediate
control on the Williamsburg
road to them, under general
instructions, and placed my-
self on the left, where I
could soonest learn of theap-
proach of Federal reinforce-
ments from their right. For
this scouts were sent for-
ward to disecover all move-
ments that might be made
by the enemy.

The condition of the
ground and little streams

ing; yet those of Smith,
Longstreet, and Hill were in
position quite early enough.
But the soldiers from Nor-
folk, who had seen garrison
service only, were unneces-
sarily stopped in their march
by a swollen rivalet. This
unexpected delay led to in-
terchange of messages for
several hours between Gen-
eral Longstreet and myself,
T urging Longstreet to begin
the fight, he replying. But,
near 2 o’clock, that officer
was requested to go forward
to the attack; the hands of
my wateh marked 3 o’clock
at the.report of the first field-
piece. The Federal advance
line — a long line of skirm-
ishers, supported by several regiments—was en-
countered at 3 o’clock. The greatly superior num-
bers of the Confederates soon drove them back to
the main position of Casey’s division. It oeceupied
a line of rifle-pits, strengthened by a redoubt and
abatis, Here the resistance was very obstinate ;
for the Federals, commanded by an officer of skill
and tried courage, fought as soldiers generally do
under good leaders ; and time and vigorous efforts
of superior numbers were required to drive them
from their ground. But the resolution of Gar-
land’s and G. B. Anderson’s brigades, that pressed
forward on our left through an open field, under
a destructive fire; the admirable service of Car-
ter’s and Bondurant’s batteries, and a skilfully
combined attack upon the Federal left, under
General Hill’s direction, by Rodes’s brigade in
front and that of Rains in flank, were at last sue-
cessful, and the enemy abandoned their intrench-
ments. Just then reinforcements from Couch’s
division came up, and an effort was made to
recover the position. But it was to no purpose;
for two regiments of R. H. Anderson’s brigade ve-
inforced Hill’s troops, and the Federals were driven
back to Seven Pines.

Keyes's corps (Casey’s and Couch’s divisions)
was united at Seven Pines and reinforced by
Kearny’s division, coming from Savage’s Station.
But the three divisions were so vigorously attacked
by Hill that they were broken and driven from
their intrenchments, the greater part along the
Williamsburg road to the intrenched line west of
Savage’s Station. Two brigades of their left, how-
ever, fled to White Oak Swamp.

General Hill pursued the enemy a mile; then,
night being near, he re-formed his troops, facing
toward the Federals. Longstreet’s and Huger's
divisions, coming up, were formed between Hill's
line and Fair Oaks.

For some cause the disposition on the Charles
City road was modified. Two of General Huger’s
brigades were ordered to advance along that road,
with three of Longstreet’s under Brigadier-General
Wilcox. After following that road some miles,
General Wilcox received orders to comnduet his
troops to the Williamsburg road. On entering it,
he was ordered to the front, and two of his regi-
ments joined Hill’s troops near and approaching
Seven Pines.

When the action just described began, the mus-
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ketry was not heard at my position on the Nine-
mile road, from the unfavorable condition of the
air; and I supposed for some time that we were
hearing only an artillery duel. But a staff-officer
was sent to ascertain the facts. He returned at 4
o’clock with intelligenee that our infantry as well
ag artillery had been engaged an hour, and all
were pressing on vigorously. As mo approach of
troops from beyond the Chickahominy had been
discovered, I hoped that the enemy’s hridges were
impassable, and therefore desired General Smith to
move toward Seven Pines, to be ready to codperate
with our right. He moved promptly along the
Nine-mile road, and his leading regiment soon be-
came engaged with the Federal skirmishers and
their reserves, and in a few minutes drove them off.

On my way to Longstreet’s left, to eombine the
action of the two bodies of troops, I passed the
head of General Smith’s column near Fair Oaks,
and saw the ecamps of about a brigade in the angle
between the Nine-mile road and the York River
Railroad, and the rear of a column of infantry
moving in quick time from that point toward the
Chickahominy by the road to the Grapevine ford.
A few minutes after this, a battery near the point
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where this infantry had dis-
avpeared commenced firing
upon the head of the Conted-
erate column. A regiment
sent against it was received
with a volley of musketry, as
well as canister, and re-
coiled. Theleading brigade,
commanded by Colonel Liaw,
then advanced, and so much
strength was developed by
the enemy that General
Smith brought his other bri-
gades into action on the left
of Law’s. An obstinate con-
test began, and was main-
tained on equal terms, al-
though we engaged superior
numbers on ground of their
own choosing,

I had passed the railroad
a few hundred yards with
Hood’s brigade when the
firing commenced, and stop-

ped to see it terminated. But
being confident that the en-
emy opposing us were those
whose camp I had just seen,
and therefore only a brigade,
I did not doubt that General
Smith was more than strong
enough to cope with them.
Therefore, General Hood was
directed to go on in such a
direction as to connect his
right: with Longstreet’s left
and take his antagonists in
flank. The direetion of that
firing was then nearly south-
west from Fair Oaks. It was
then about 5 o’clock.

In that position my inter-
course with Longstreet was
maintained through staff-of-

ficers, who were assisted by General Stuart of the
cavalry, which was then unemployed: their reports
were all of steady progress.

At Fair Oaks, however, no advantage was gained
on either side, and the contest was continued with
unflagging courage. It wasnear half-past 6 o’clock
before I admitted to myself that Smith was en-
gaged, not with a brigade, as I had obstinately
thought, but with more than a division; but I
thought that it would be injudicious to engage
Magruder’s division, our only reserve, so late in
the day.

The firing was then violent at Seven Pines, and
within a half hour the three Federal divisions were
broken and driven from their position in confusion.
It was then evident, however, from the obstinacy of
our adversaries at Fair Oaks, that the battle would
not be decided that day. Isaid soto thestaff-officers
near me, and told them that each regiment must
sleep where it might be standing when the firing
ceased for the night, to be ready to renew it at
dawn next morning.

About half-past 7 o’clock I received a musket-
shot in the shoulder, and was unhorsed soon after
by a heavy fragment of shell which struck my




AFTER THE BATTLE OF SEVEN PINES.

Pettit’s battery in Fort Richardson, in front of Fair Oaks Station, between the
Nine-mile road and the railroad.

TWO DAYS OF BATTLE AT SEVEN PINES (FAIR OAKS).

BY GUSTAVUS W. SMITH, MAJOR-GENERAL, C. 8. A.
commander of the left wing at the battle of Seven Pines, and during a portion of the
second day acting commander of the Army.

hreast. I was borne from the field— first to a
house on the roadside, thence to Richmond. The
firing ceased before I had been carried a mile from
it. The conflict at Fair Oaks was terminated by
darkness only. . . .

The operations of the Confederate troops in this
hattle were very much retarded by the broad ponds
of rain-water,—in many places more than knee-
deep,— by the deep mud, and by the dense woods
and thickets that eovered the ground.

Brigadier-Geeneral Hatton was among the killed,
and Brigadier-Generals Pettigrew and Hampton
were severely wounded. The latter kept his sad-
dle, and served to the end of the action. Among
the killed on the Williamsburg road were Colonels
Moore, of Alabama, Jones, and Lomax.

The troops on the ground at nightfall were: on
the Confederate side, 22 brigades, more than half
of which had not been in action; and on the Fed-
eral side 6 divisions in 3 eorps, two-thirds of which
had fought, and half of which had been totally de-
feated.

Two Federal divisions were at Fair Oaks, and
three and a half at Savage’s, three miles off, and
half an one two miles nearer Bottom’s Bridge.
The Southern troops were united, and in a position
to overwhelm either fraction of the Northern army,
while holding the other in cheek.

Officers of the Federal army have claimed a vie-
tory at Seven Pines, The Confederates had such
evidences of vietory as eannon, captured intrench-
ments, and not only sleeping on the field, but pass-
ing the following day there, so little disturbed by
the Federal troops as to gather, in woods, thickets,
mud, and water, 6700 muskets and rifles. Besides,
the Federal army had been advancing steadily
until the day of this battle; after it they made
not another step forward, but employed themselves
industriously in intrenching. . . .

‘ N 7 HERE the Williamsburg © old stage ? road
is intersected by the Nine-mile road, at a
point seven miles east of Richmond was

fought the first great contest between the Confeder-

ate Army of Northern Virginia and the Federal

Army of the Potomae. The junction of these two

roads is called Seven Pines. About one milefrom

Seven Pines, where the Nine-mile road crosses the

Richmond and the York River Railroad, there is a

station called Fair Oaks. Before the action ended

there was a good deal of fighting near the latter
place. The Federals called the action of May 31st

and June 1st the battle of Fair Oaks. . . .

When the signal for attack was given, only two
regiments of Rodes’s brigade had reached Hill’s
position on the Williamsburg road, about one
thousand yards in front of the Federal picket-line.
But the other regiments of this brigade came up
soon after. At 1 o’clock the signal-guns were fired,
and Hill's division at onee moved forward. . . .

Whilst Hill’s troops were coming into position,
their movements had been reported to General
Silas Casey, who commanded the Federal first line
of defense. He at once ordered one regiment to
go forward about eight hundred yards on the Wil-
liamsburg road, and support the picket-line; the
working parties were called in, batteries harnessed
up, and the troops formed, ready to take their as-
signed places. In a short time the Confederate
signal-guns were heard, and the division was or-
dered into position to resist attack. The camps of
these troops were immediately in rear of the earth-
works., Palmer’s brigade on the left, Wessells's in
the center, and Naglee’s brigade were detached,

AFTER THE BATTLE OF SEVEN PINES—PUTTING THE WOUNDED ON CARS.

supporting the picket-line, as already stated.
About one-half of this division was placed in the
rifle-pits on the right and left of the redoubt;
the others were put in front, with orders to con-
test the advance of the Confederates against the
first abatis, and Spratt’s battery was placed four
hundred yards in advance of the earthworks, on
the north side of the road, closely supported by
three regiments of Naglee’s brigade and one of
Palmer’s.

In moving to attack, Rodes’s brigade was on the
south side of the road, supported by Rains; Gar-
land’s brigade, on the north side of the road, was
supported by G. B. Anderson. All were in the
dense and marshy woods, wading through water
occasionally from two to three feet deep, the whole
way obstructed by undergrowth, which often pre-
vented ecommanders from seeing more than one
company of their men at a time. General Hill had
taken the precaution to order every man to wear
in action a white strip of cloth around his hat
as a battle-badge., Garland moved a few minutes
before Rodes was ready. His skirmishers soon
struck the Federal picket-line, and the shock of
Garland’s brigade fell upon the small regiment of
raw troops that had been ordered into the woods
to support the Federal pickets. That regiment fell
back to the abatis just in time to prevent being
enveloped and destroyed. And it was soon driven
through the abatis in great disorder. . . .

In the mean time the contest around the battery
at the abatis was close and desperate. Rodes’s
brigade was hotly engaged on the south side of the
road and General Hill had ordered Carter’s battery
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to the front. The Federals stubbornly held their
ground, and Hill now detached General Rains to
make a wide flank movement through the woods to
the right in order to turn the left of Casey’s earth-
works. From the edge of the wood, south of the
Williamshurg road, Raing’s brigade commenced
firing on the flank and rear of the troops posted in
Casey’s rifle-pits. General Hill says:

“T now noticed commotion in the camps and redoubt,
and indications of evacuating the position. Rodes took
glkiltul advantage of this commotion, and moved up his

brigade in beautiful order and took possession of the
redoubt and rifle-pits.”

Pending this contest for Casey’s earthworks,
General Keyes had sent two regiments from the
second line direct to Casey’s assistance, and a
short time before those works were carried he sent
General Couch, with two regiments, to attack the
Confederate left, and thus relieve the pressure on
Casey’s front. Before Couch could get into posi-
tion Casey’s line was earried, and General Keyes
made immediate preparations for the defense of
the line at Seven Pines, held by Couch’s division.
Pecl’s brigade was on the left, Devens’s in the cen-
ter, and the regiments of Abererombie’s brigade,
that had not bheen detached, were on the right.
Casey’s troops, in falling back from their earth-
works, endeavored to make a stand at the abatis
in front of Coucl’s line, and General Keyes sent
forward one regiment of Devens’s brigade to as-
sist in checking the advance of the Confederates.
Casey’s men were driven through the abatis, and
the regiment of Devens’s hrigade was hurled baclk
in digorder, and could not be rallied until they had
retreated beyond the earthworks from which they
had advanced. A large proportion of the men
of Palmer’s and Wessellg’s brigades having been
thrown into great disorder whilst retiring through
the second abatis, and finding the earthworks of
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the second line already crowded, continued to re-
treat; but some of them, with nearly the whole of
Naglee’s brigade, remained upon the field. The
Confederates in the immediate front of Seven Pines
were now pressing into the second abatis, and there
seemed to be strong probability that they would
soon break through it and earry the earthworks of
Keyes’s second line. Thus, after more than two
hours’ close and bloody fighting, Hill’s division un-
aided had captured the Federal first line of defense,
and was closely pressing upon their second line.
Hill then sent to Longstreet for another brigade.
In a few minutes “the magnificent brigade of R.
H. Anderson” came to Hill’s support. . . .

It has already been shown that on May 31st the
Confederates struck Keyes’s corps, isolated at
Seven Pines, with four brigades, and increased the
attacking force to five brigades after Keyes had
been reinforeed by Heintzelman. Jume 1st, the
Confederate attack was made against the left wing
of French’s brigade, which, with one regiment of
Howard’s brigade on its left, formed the front line
of Richardson’s division. On the left of that divi-
sion was Birney’s brigade of Kearny’s division. . . .

In this attack the regiment of Howard’s brigade
on the extreme left of Richardson’s front line was
broken, fell back behind the second line, and was
not again in aetion. The regiment next to it on
the right was forced back a short distance. The
left of Richardson’s front line was so rudely shaken
that all available means were used to strengthen
it; a battery and Meagher’s brigade were put in to
cover the gap, and Burng’s brigade, previously de-
tached to cover the communications with the
bridges, was recalled and hurriedly sent by Gen-
eral Sumner to Richardson’s assistance.

Tt was about 8 A. 3. when General Howard, with
two regiments of his hrigade, relieved the left wing
of Frenel’s brigade and took up the fighting. Just
at that time the three regiments of Birney’s brigade
south of the railroad, whose strong advaneed guards
had been slowly driven hack, were rapidly thrown
forward, The regiment next the railroad struck
the flank of the Confederates just at the time
Howard was advancing against their fronf; and
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under these two attacks the Confederates gave
way in great disorder. The center regiment, of
Birney’s three, met with but liftle resistance until
it struck a Confederate force in strong position on
a wood road parallel to and three hundred to four
hundred yards south of the railroad, in front of
the left wing of French’s brigade. The two regi-
ments of Howard’s brigade, in their forward move-
ment, soon struck the same Confederates in the
densely tangled wood. These three Federal regi-
ments, after repeated efforts to dislodge the Con-
federates,— Pickett’s brigade,—were repulsed with
severe losses, and resumed position in the lines
from which they had advanced.

General Howard was wounded just as his two
regiments were coming to close quarters with
Pickett’s brigade.

General Smith here refers to events in front of Long-
street’s command on the Williamsburg road June 1st.
His narrative proceeds with an account of his (Smith's)
efforts, as temporary commander of the army, to have
Longstreet renew the attacks that day. He received
from Longstreet two notes dated 10 A. M. and 10:30 A. M.,
respectively, stating that apparently he (Longstreet)
was confronted by the entire Union army, and asking
reinforcements. A third message, dated 1:30 P. M., read :
«The next attack will be from Summner’s division. T
thinlk that if we can whip it we shall be comparatively
safe. . . . I sincerely hope that we may succeed against
them in their next effort. Oh, that I had ten thousand
men more!” General Smith coneludes:

To complete this sketch of the battle of Seven
Pines, it is essential to mention that when I
received General Longstreet’s note, dated 1.30 .
M., June 1st, which ended with the exclamation,
¢Oh, that I had ten thousand men more!” Gen-
eral Lee had just taken command of the army. He
seemed very much impressed by the state of affairs
on the Williamsburg road, as depicted in General
Longstreet’s note. I assured him, however, that
Longstreet was mistaken in supposing that the
whole Federal army was opposed to him ; that I had

several hours before nearly stripped the Chicka-
hominy, between New Bridge and Mechanicsville,
in order to send him reinforcements; and that the
danger to Richmond, if any, was not then on the
Williamsburg road, if it ever had been.

General Lee gave me no orders that day. The
fact that Tongstreet’s and D. H. Hill’s divisions
were sent back to their former camps induces me to
believe that this was in compliance with orders
given by General Lee to General Longstreet—
perhaps for the reason that on May 31st we had not
fully succeeded in crushing one Federal corps
isolated at Seven Pines, and on June 1st had lost
all the ground beyond Seven Pines that we had
gained the day previous.

I was completely prostrated on the 2d of June by
an attack of paralysis, no symptom of which was
manifested within eighteen hours after Lee relieved
me of the command of the army. But for that mis-
fortune, I would certainly have required all subor-
dinates to report to me events that took place on
the field in their respective commands whilst T was
in control of the army.

The detailed reports of regimental and brigade
commanders on both sides in this battle show many
instances of elose, persistent, and bloody fighting,
such as have been seldom equaled by any troops on
any field. Cages of temporary confusion and dis-
order oceurred, but fair examination shows there
was good reason for this. In reference to the
general management, however, it may well be said
that General McClellan committed a grave error in
allowing Keyes’s corps to remain isolated for sev-
eral days within easy striking distance of General
Johnston’s army. The intention of the latter to
throw Longstreet’s division against Keyes’s ex-
posed and weak right flank was the best plan that
could have been adopted. The first great blunder
consisted in Longstreet’s taking his division from
the Nine-mile road to the Williamsburg road, and
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the next in placing six brigades on the Charles
City road, where there was no enemy. . . .

It is not proposed to speculate here upon what
might have happened on the second day, if Gen-
eral Longstreet had made any attempt to carry out
the orders he received to renew the attack. But
it may be well to emphasize the fact that if Long-
street’s division had promptly moved on the Nine-
mile road at daybreak, May 31st, and been put in
close action on that side, whilst D. H. Hill’s divi-
sion attacked in front, — as Johnston certainly
intended, — there would have been no occasion to
make excuses for the failure of complete Con-
federate success in wiping out Keyes’s corps,
early in the morning of May 31st, before it could
have heen reinforeced by either Heintzelman or
Sumner.

NOTE.—On the 15th of May, the Union gun-hoats opened
fire on the forts at Drewry’s Bluff, twelve miles below
Richmond, and soon after Johnston's army retired, open-
ing the way for McClellan’s advance to within seven
miles of Richmond, whose citizens believed at this time
that the Confederate authorities would be compelled to
evacuate the city. The archives were shipped to Col-
umbia, 8. C., the public treasure was kept on cars ready
for transportation to a place of safety. Confldence was
restored before the hattle of Seven Pines, On May 25th
and 26th, Lieutenant F. C. Davis, of the 3d Pennsylvania
Cavalry, with eleven men rode from Bottom’s Bridge,
by way of White Oak Bridge and Charles City Court
House, to the James River and communicated with the
gun-boat fleet. Afterthe battle of Seven Pines, General
Lee determined to defend Richmond on the line then
held by his army. This fact, in conneetion with the sue-
cess of General Jackson in freeing the Shenandoah Val-
ley of Union forces, restored the confidence of the people
at Richmond. A large draft of soldiers from the ranks
furnished a laboring force to build intrenchments, and
slaves in the counties around Riechmond were impressed
for the work.

On the 18th of June, Brigadier-General Cuvier Gro-
ver’s brigade, of Hooker’s division, made a reconnois-
sance between the Williamshurg road and the railroad,
and found the Confederates in force behind earthworks.
The divisions of Hooker and Kearny advanced on the
95th to a point called Oak Grove, about four miles from
Richmond, in front of Seven Pines. This was the near-
est approach to Richmond during the investment by
MecClellan.




STUART’S RIDE AROUND McCLELLAN.
BY W. T. ROBINE, COLONEL, C.8. A

FPHE battle of “Seven Pines,” or *‘ Fair Oaks,”
had been fought with no result. The tem-
porary success of the Confederates early in the en-
gagement had been more than ecounterbalanced by
the reverses they sustained on the second day, and
the two armies lay passively watching each other
in front of Richmond. At this time the eavalry of
Lee’s army was commanded by General J. E. B.
Stuart, and this restless officer conceived the idea
of flanking the right wing of the Federal army near
Ashland, and moving avound to the rear, to cross
the Chickahominy River at a place called Sycamore
Ford, in New Kent County, march over to the
James River, and return to the Confederate lines
near Deep Bottom, in Henrico County. In carry-
ing ouf this plan, Stuart would completely encircle
the army of Gteneral McClellan, At the time of
this movement the writer was adjutant of the 9th
Virginia cavalry. When the orders were issued
from headquarters divecting the several commands
destined to form the expedition to prepare three
days’ rations, and the ordnance officers to issue
sixty rounds of ammunition to each man, I remem-
ber the surmises and conjectures as to our destina-
tion. The officers and men were in high spirits in
anticipation of a fight, and when the bugles rang
out ‘‘ Boots and Saddles,” every man was ready.
The men left behind in eamp were bewailing their
Iuck, and those forming the detail for the expedi-
tion were elated at the prospect of some excite-
ment. ‘“Good-by, hoys; we are going to help
old Jaek drive the Yanks into the Potomac!” T
heard one of them shout to those left behind.
On the afternoon of June 12th we went out to
the Brooke turnpike, preparatory to the march.
The cavalry eolumn was the 9th Virginia, com-
manded by Colonel W. H. I. Lee, the 1st Virginia,
led by Colonel Fitz Lee, and the Jeff Davis Legion,
under Colonel Martin, A section of the Stuart
Horse Arvtillery, commanded by Captain Pelham,
accompanied the expedition. The whole numbered
twelve hundred men. The first night was passed
in bivouae in the vicinity of Ashland, and orders
were issued enforeing striet silence and forbidding
the use of fires, as the success of the expedition
would depend upon secrecy and celerity. On the
following morning, at the break of dawn, the
troopers were mounted and the march was begun
without a bugle blast, and the column headed
direct for Hanover Court House, distant about

CAVALRY ORDERLY.
From a photograph.

DUEL BETWEEN A UNION CAVALRYMAN AND A CONFEDERATE TROOPER.

two hours’ ride. Here we had the first sight of
the enemy. A scouting party of the 5th U. 5.
Cavalry was in the village, but speedily decamped
when our troops were ascertained to be Confeder-
ates. One prisoner was taken affer a hot chase
across country. We now moved rapidly to Hawes’s
Shop, where a Federal picket was surprised and
captured without firing a shot. Hardly had the
prisoners been disarmed and turned over to the
provost gnard when the Confederate advance was
driven in upon the main body by a squadron of
Federal cavalry, sent out from Old Church to as-
certain by reconnoissance whether the report of a
Confederate advance was true or false. General
Stuart at once ordered Colonel W. H. F. Lee, com-
manding the regiment leading the column, to throw
forward a squadron to meet the enemy. Colonel
Lee directed Captain Swann, chief of the leading
squadron of his regiment, to charge with the saber.
Swann moved off at a trot, and, turning a corner
of the road, saw the enemy’s squadron about two
hundred yards in front of him. The order to
charge was given, and the men dashed forward
in fine style. The onset was so sudden that the
Federal cavalry broke and scattered in contusion.
The latter had a start of barely two hundred yards,
but the Confederate yell that broke upon the air
lent them wings, and only a few fell into our
hands. The rest made their escape after a chase
of a mile and a half. Now the road became very
narrow, and the brush on either side was a place
so favorable for an ambuscade that Captain Swann

deemed it prudent to draw rein and sound the
bugle to recall his men. Stuart, who had been
marching steadily onward with the main body of
the Confederate column, soon arrived at the front,
and the advanee-guard, which T had all along com-
manded, was directed to move forward again. I
at once dismounted the men, and pushed forward
up a hill in my front. Just beyond the hill, T ran
into a force of Federal cavalry drawn up in column
of fours, ready to charge. Just as my advance-
guard was about to run into him, T heard their
commanding officer give the order to charge. T
fell back and immediately notified General Stuart
of the presence of the enemy. Captain Latané,
commanding a squadron of the 9th Virginia, was
directed to move forward and clear the road. He
moved up the hill at a trot, and when in sight of
the enemy in the road gave the command to charge,
and with a yell the men rushed forward. At the
top of the hill, simultaneously with Latané’s order
to charge, a company of Federal ecavalry, deployed

as skirmishers in the woods on the right of the'

road, were stampeded, and rushed baeck into the
woods to make good their retreat to their friends.
The head of Latané’s squadron, then just fairly up
the hill, was in the line of their retreat and was
separated from the rest of the squadron, cut off by
the rush of the Federals, and borne along with
them up the road toward the enemy. I was riding
at the side of Latané, and just at the time when
the Federal company rushed back into the road
Captain Latané fell from his horse, shot dead.
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The rush of the Federals separated myself and six
of the leading files of the squadron from our friends,
and we were borne along by the flying Federals.
Although the Federal cavalry both in front and
rear were in full retreat, our situation was perilous
in the extreme. Soon we were pushed by foes in
our rear into the ranks of those in onr front, and a
series of hand-to-hand combats ensued. To shoot
or to cut us down was the aim of every Federal as
he neared us, but we did what we could to defend
ourselves. Every one of my comrades was shot or
cut down, and T alone escaped unhurt. After hav-
ing been borne along by the retreating enemy for
perhaps a quarter of a mile, I leaped my horse over
the fence into the field and so got away.

Now came the rush of the Confederate column,
sweeping the road clear, and capturing many pris-
oners. At this point my regiment was relieved by
the 1st Virginia, and Colonel Lee continued the
pursuit. The Federals did not attempt to malke
a stand until they reached Old Church. Here their
officers called a halt, and made an attempt to rally
to defend their eamp. Fitz Lee soon swept them
out, and burned their camp. Theymade no other
attempt to stand, and we heard no more of them as
an organized body, but many prisoners were taken
aswe passed along, We had surprised them, taken
them in detail, and far outnumbered them at
all points. The Federal forces, as we afterward
learned, were commanded by General Philip St.
George Cooke, tather-in-law to General Stuart, to
whom the latter sent a polite message. The casu-
alties in this skirmish were slight — one man killed
on each side, and about fifteen or twenty wounded
on the Confederate side, mostly saber euts. 3

We were soon far in rear of McClellan’s army,
which lay diveetly between us and Richmond. It
was thought probable that the Federal cavalry was
concentrating in owr rear to cut off our retreat.
We kept straight on, by Smith’s store, through New
Kent County to Tunstall’s station, on the York
River Railroad. . . .

The full moon lighted us on our way as we passed
along the River road, and frequently the windings
of the road brought us near to and in sight of the
James River, where lay the enemy’s fleet. 1In the
gray twilight of the dawn of Sunday, we passed
the ‘“Double Gates,” ‘‘ Strawberry Plains,” and -
“Tighlman’s gate” in succession. At ‘ Tighl-
man’s” we could see the masts of the fleet, not far
off. Happily for us, the banks were high, and I
imagine they had no lookout in the rigging, and
we passed by unobserved. The sight of the en-
emy’s fleet had aroused us somewhat, when * Who
goes there ?2” rang out on the stillness of the early
morning. The challenger proved to be a vidette
of the 10th Virginia Cavalry, commanded by Col-
onel J. Lucius Davis, who was picketing that road.
Soon I was shaking hands with Colonel Davis and
receiving his congratulations. . . .

‘We lost one man killed and a few wounded, and
no prisoners. The most important result was the
confidence the men had gained in themselves and
in theirleaders. The country rang outwith praises
of the men who had raided entirely around General
MeClellan’s powerful army, bringing prisoners and
plunder from under his very nose. The Southern
papers were filled with accounts of the expedition,
none accurate, and most of them marvelous,




-

assaraNaHAS

AKE

L

Arkansds
Pos

T
el

;
2 Pk
Grand Gulf

Port Gibson ;

5
, & Ha

.\lchl:'y

ré
Woodvilla

il

DrooRiay,, ()

‘Magmolia

Osyka

FcMSon g cry

SO ?’ :
(LR o S E

o T CHAR TRAIN
po?

SCALE OF MILES

N
P \‘J_P_\\rour» Fass
e,

e, g
ke
’ 7
o o, s

10 20 L

£ £ = 4 E S WELLS R

MAPS OF THE LOWER MISBISSIPPI.

THE OPENING OF THE LOWER MISSISSIPPI AND THE
CAPTURE OF NEW ORLEANS.

THE UNION SIDE.

BY DAVID D. PORTER, ADMIRATL, U. 8. N.
Commander of the Fleet of Mortar-Batteries under Flag-Officer Farragut.

HE most important event of the War of the
Rebellion, with the exception of the fall of
Richmond, was the capture of New Orleans

and the forts Jackson and St. Philip, guarding the
approach to that city. To appreciate the nature of
this vietory, it is necessary to have been an actor
in it, and to be able to comprehend not only the
immediate results to the Union cause, but the whole
bearing of the fall of New Orleans on the Civil War,
which at that time had attained its most formidable
proportions.

Previous to fitting out the expedition against
New Orleans, there were eleven Southern States
in open rebellion against the Government of the
United States, or, as it was termed by the Southern
people, in a state of secession. Their harbors were
all more or less closed against our ships-of-war,
either by the heavy forts built originally by the
General Government for their protection, or by
torpedoes and sunken vessels. Through four of
these seceding States ran the great river Missis-
sippi, and both of its banks, from Memphis to its
mouth, were lined with powerful batteries. On
the west side of the river were three important

States, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas, with their
great tributaries to the Mississippi,—the White,
the Arkansas, and the Red,—which were in a great
measure gecure from the attacks of the Union
forces. These States could not only raise half a
million soldiers, but could furnish the Confederacy
with provisions of all kinds, and cotton enough to
supply the Rebel Government with the sinews of
war. New Orleans was the largest Southern city,
and contained all the resources of modern war-
fare, having great workshops where machinery of
the most powerful kind could be built, and having
artisans capable of building ships in wood or iron,
casting heavy guns, or making small arms. The
people of the city were in no way behind the most
zealous secessionists in energy of purpose and in
hostility to the Government of the United States.

The Mississippi is thus seen to have been the back-
bone of the Rebellion, which it should have been
the first duty of the Federal Government to break.
At the very outset of the war it should have been
attacked at both ends at the same time, before the
Confederates had time to fortify its banks or to
turn the guns in the Government forts against the

Admiral, U. S. N.
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Union forees. A dozenimprovised gun-boatswould
have held the entire length of the riverif they had
been sent there in time. The efficient fleet with
which Du Pont, in November, 1861, attacked and
captured the works at Port Royal could at that
time have steamed up to New Orleans and captured
the city without difficulty. Any three vessels could
have passed Forts Jackson and St. Philip a month

gone on to Cairo,;if necessary, without any trouble.
But the Federal Government neglected to approach
the mouth of the Mississippi until a year after hos-
tilities had commenced, except to blockade. The
Confederates made good use of this interval, put-
ting forth all theirresources and fortifying not only
the approaches to New Orleans, but both banks of
the river as far north as Memphis.

Tarragut experienced great difficulty in getting
the larger vessels over the bar. The Hartford and
Brooklyn were the only two that could pass with-
out lightening. The Richmond stuck fast in the
mud every time she attempted to eross. The Mis-
sissippi drew two feet too much water, and the
Pensacola, after trying several times to get over,
ran on a wreek a hundred yards away from the
channel. There she lay, with her propeller half
out of water, thumping on the wreck as she was
driven in by the wind and sea. Pilots had been
procured at Pilot Town, near by; but they were
either treacherous or nervous, and all their at-
tempts to get the heavy ships over the bar were
failures. Farragut felt extremely uncomfortable
at the prospeet before him, but I convineed him
that I eould get the vessels over if he would place
{ them under my control, and he consented to do so.
i I first tried with the Richmond (Commander Alden),
' and, although she had grounded seven times when
in charge of a pilot, I succeeded at the first at-
tempt, crossed the bar, and anchoved off Pilot
Town. The next trial was with the frigate Missis-
sippi. The vessel was lightened as much as possi-
ble by taking out her spars, sails, guns, provisions,

after the commencement of the war, and could have
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MORTAR-STEAMERS ATTACKING THE WATER-BATTERY OF FORT JACKSON.

and coal. All the steamers of the mortar-fleet
were then sent to her assistance, and after eight
days’ hard work they suceeeded in pulling the Mis-
sissippi through. To get the Pensacola over looked
even more difficult. I asked Captain Bailey to
lend me the Colorado for a short time, and with
this vessel T went as close as possible to the Pensa-
cola, ran out a stream-cable to her stern, and, by
backing hard on the Colorado, soon released her
from her disagreeable position. The next day at
12 o’clock I passed her over the bar and anchored
her off Pilot Town.

The U. 8. Coast Survey steamer Sachen, com-
manded by a very competent officer, Mr. ¥. H.
Gerdes, had been added to the expedition for the
purpose of sounding the bar and river channel, and
also to establish points and distances which should
serve as guides to the commander of the mortar-
flotilla, Mr. Gerdes and his assistants selected the
positions of the bomb-vessels, furnished all the
commanders of vessels with reliable eharts, trian-
gulated the river for eight miles below the forts,
and planted small poles with white flags on the
banks opposite the posi-
tions of the different ves-
sels, each flag marked
with the name of a vessel
and the distance from
the mouth of its morfar
to the center of the fort.
The boats of the survey-
ors were frequently at-
tacked by sharp-shoot-
ers, who fired from con-
cealed positions among
the bushes of the river
bank. During the bom-
bardment the Coast Sur-
vey officers were em-
ployed day and night in
watehing that the vessels
did not move an inch
from their places, and

SECTION OF FORT ST. PHILIP DURING THE
ENGAGEMENT.
The details of the fort drawn from a photograph.
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the good effect of all this care was shown in the
final result of the mortar practice.

Having finished the preliminary work, on the
16th of April Farragut moved up his fleet to with-
in three miles of the forts, and informed me that
I might commence the bombardment as soon as I
was ready. The ships all anchored as they came
up, but not in very good order, which led to some
complications.

The place which I had selected for the first and
third divisions of the mortar-vessels was under the
lee of a thick wood on the right bank of the river,
which presented in the direction of the fort an
almost impenetrable mass. The forts ecould be
plainly seen from the mast-heads of the mortar-
sehooners, which had been so covered with brush
that the Confederate gunners could not distinguish
them from the trees. The leading vessel of the
first division, of seven vessels, under Lieutenant-
Commanding Watson Smith, was placed at a point
distant 2850 yards from Fort Jackson and 3680
yards from Fort St. Philip. The third division,
commanded by Lieutenant Breese, came next in
order, and the second di-
vision, under Lieutenant
Queen, I placed on the
east side of theriver, the
head of the line being
3680 yards from Fort
Jackson.

The vessels now being
in position, the signal
was given to open fire;
and on the morning of
the 18th of April the bom-
bardment fairly com-
menced, eachmortar ves-
sel having orders to fire
once in ten minutes. The
moment that the mor-
tars belched forth their
shells, both Jackson and
St. Philip replied with
96
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great fury ; but it was some time before they could
obtain our range, as we were well concealed behind
our natural rampart. The enemy’s fire was rapid,
and, finding that it was becoming rather hot, I sent
Tieutenant Guestup to the head of the line to open
fire on the forts with his 11-ineh pivot. This posi-
tion he maintained for one hour and fifty minutes,
and only abandoned it to fill up with ammunition.
In the meantime the mortars on the leff bank
(Queen’sdivision)were doing splendid work, though
suffering considerably from the enemy’s fire.

T went on board the vessels of this division to
see how they were getting on, and found them so
cut up that I eonsidered it necessary to remove
them, with Farragut’s permission, to the opposite
ghore, under cover of the trees, near the other ves-
sels, which had suffered but little. They held their
position, however, until sundown, when the enemy
ceased firing.

At 5 o’clock in the evening Fort Jackson was
seen to be on fire, and, as the flames spread rap-
idly, the Confederates soon left their guns. There
were many conjectures among the officers of the
fleet as to what was burning. Some thought that it
was a fire-raft, and I was inclined to that opinion
myself until T had pulled up the river in a boat and,
by the aid of a night-glass, convinced myself that
the fort itself was in flames. Thisfactl at onee re-
ported to Farragut.

At nightfall the crews of the mortar-vessels were
completely exhausted ; but when it became known
that every shell was falling inside of the fort, they
redoubled their exertions and increased the rapid-
ity of their fire to a shell every five minutes, or in
all two hundred and forty shells an hour. During
the night, in order to allow the men to rest, we
slackened our fire, and only sent a shell once every
half hour. Thus ended the first day’s bombard-
ment, which was more effective than that of any
other day during the siege.

Next morning the bombardment was renewed
and eontinued night and day until the end, with a
result thatis thus described in a letter from Colonel

eddis.




Edward Higging,
dated April 4th,
S = 1872, which T re-
b ceived in answer to
my inquiry on the subject :

“your mortar-vessels were placed in position on the
afternoon of the 17th of April, 1862, and opened fire at
once upon Fort Jackson, where my headquarters were
established, The practice was excellent from the com-
mencement of the fire to the end, and eontinued without
intermission until the morning of the 24th of April, when
the fleet passed at about 4 o’clock. Nearly every shell
of the many thousand fired at the fort lodged inside of
the works. On the first night of the attaclk the citadel
and all buildings in rear of the fort were fired by burst-
ing shell, and also the sand-bag walls that had been
thrown around the magazine doors. The fire, as you are
aware, raged with great fury, and ne effort of ours could
subdue it. At this time, and nearly all this night, Fort
Jackson was helpless; its magazines were inaccessible,
and we could have offered no resistance to a passing
fleet. The next morning a terrible scene of destruction
presented itself. The wood-work of the citadel being
all destroyed, and the crumbling walls being knocked
about the fort by the bursting shells, made matters still
worse for the garrison. The work of destruction from
now until the morning of the 24th, when the fleet passed,
was incessant.

“T was obliged to confine the men most rigidly to the
casemates, or we should have lost the best part of the
garrison. A shell, striking the parapet over one of the
magazines, the wall of which was seven feet thick, pen-
etrated five feet and failed to burst. If that shell had
exploded, your work would have ended. Another burst
near the magazine door, opening the earth and burying
the sentinel and another man five feet in the same grave.
The parapets and interior of the fort were completely
honeycombed, and the large number of sand-bags with
which we were supplied alone saved us from being blown
to pieces a hundred times, our magazine doors being
miich exposed.

“ On the morning of the 24th, when the fleet passed, the

RIVER-SIDE INTERIOR OF FORT ST. PHILIP.

terrible precision with which your formidable vessels
hailed down theirtons of bursting shell upon the devoted
fort made it impossible for us to obtain either rapidity
or accuracy of fire, and thus rendered the passage com-
paratively easy. There was no very considerable dam-
age done to our batteries, but few of the guns being
dismounted by your fire; everything else in and around
the fort was destroyed.”

T was not ignorvant of the state of affairs in the
fort; for, on the third day of the bombardment, a
deserter presented himself and gave us an account
of the havoc created by our shells, although I had
doubts of the entire truth of his statements. He
represented that hundreds of shells had fallen into
the fort, breaking in the bomb-proofs, setting fire
to the citadel, and flooding the interior by cutting
the levees. He also stated that the soldiers were
in a desperate and demoralized condition. This
was all very encouraging to us, and so stimulated
the crews of the mortar-boats that they worked
with unflagging zeal and energy. I took the de-
serter to Farragut, who, although impressed by his
statement, was not quite prepared to take advan-
tage of the opportunity; for at this time the line
of hulks across the river was considered an insur-
mountable obstruction, and it was determined to
examine and, if possible, remove it before the ad-
vance of the fleet.

On the night of the 20th an expedition was fitted
out for the purpose of breaking the chain which
was supposed to extend from one shore to the other.
Two steamers, the Pinola, Lieutenant Crosby, and
Ttasca, Lieutenant Caldwell, were detailed for the
purpose and placed under the direction of Captain
Bell, chief-of-staff. Although the attempt was
made under cover of darkness, the sharp eyes of
the Confederate gunners soon discovered their ene-

FARRAGUT'S FLAG-SHIP THE “HARTFORD."”
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DAVID D. PORTER, ADMIRAL, U. 8. N.
In command of the mortar-fleet at Forts Jackson and St. Philip.

mies, and the whole fire of Fort Jackson was con-
centrated upon them. I had been informed of the
intended movement by Farragut, so was ready to
redouble the fire of the mortars at the proper time
with good effect. In Farragut’s words: ‘Com-
mander Porter, however, kept up such a tremen-
dous fire on them from the mortars that the enemy’s
shot did the gun-boats no injury, and the cable was
separated and their conneetion broken sufficiently
to pass through on the left bank of the river.”

The work of the mortar-fleet was now almost
over. We had kept up a heavy fire night and day
for mnearly 5 days —about 2800 shells every 24
hours ; in all about 16,800 shells, The men were
nearly worn out for want of sleep and rest. The
ammunition was giving out, one of the sehooners
was sunk, and although the rest had received little
actual damage from the enemy’s shot, they were
badly shaken up by the concussion of the mortars.
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On the 23d instant I represented the state of
affairs to the flag-officer, and he concluded to
move on past the works, which I felt sure he
could do with but little loss to his squadron. He
recognized the importamce of making an imme.
diate attack, and called a council of the comman-
ders of vessels, which resulted in a determination
to pass the forts that night. The movement was
postponed, however, until the next morning, for
the reason that the carpenters of one of the larger
ships were at work down the river, and the com-
mander did not wish to proceed without them.
The ironclad Louwisiana had now made her appear-
ance, and her commander was being strongly urged
by General Duncan to drop down helow the forts
[see the map, p. 96] and open fire upon the fleet
with his heavy rifle-guns. On the 22d General
Dunecan wrote to Commander Mitchell from Fort
Jaekson :




THE “CAYUGA” BREAKING THROUGH THE CONFEDERATE FLEET.

“ Tt is of vital importance that the present fire of the
enemy should be withdrawn from us, which you alone
can do. This ean be done in the manner suggested this
morning under the cover of our guns, while your work
on the hoat can be carried on in safety and sceurity.
Our position is a critical one, dependent entirely on the
powers of endurance of our gasemates, many of which
have been completely shattered, and are crumbling away
by repeated shocks; and, therefore, T respectfully but
carnestly again urge my suggestion of this morning on
your notice. Our magazines are also in danger.”

Fortunately for us, Commander Mitchell was not
equal to the oceasion, and the Louisiana remained
tied up to the bank, where she could not obstruct
the river, or throw the Union fleet into eonfusion
while passing the forts.

While Farragut was making his preparations,
the enemy left no means untried to drive the mor-
tar-boats from their position. A couple of heavy
guns in Fort St. Philip kept up a continual fire on
the head of the mortar column, and the Confeder-
ates used their mortars at intervals, but only sue-
ceeded in sinking one mortar-schooner and damag-
ing a few others. A body of riflemen was once
sent out against us from the forts, but it was met
by a heavy fire and soon repulsed.

Two o’clock on the morning of the 24th instant
was fixed upon as the time for the fleet to start,
and Farragut had previously given the necessary
orders to the commanders of vessels, instrueting
them to prepare their ships for action by sending
down their light spars, painting their hulls mud-
color, ete.; also to hang their e¢hain-cables over
the sides abreast the engines, as a protection
against the enemy’s shot. He issued the following
“General Order” :

SUNITED BTATES FLAG-SH1P Hartford, MISSISSIPPI RIVER,
“ April 20th, 1862.
“The flag-officer, having heard all the opinions ex-

pressed by the different commanders, isof the opinionthat =

whateverig to be done will haveto be done quickly, or we
shall be again reduced to a blockading squadron, with-
out the means of carryving on the bombardment, as we
have nearly expended all the shells and fuses, and ma-
terial formaking cartridges. He has always entertained
the same opinions which are expressed by Commander
Porter; that is, there are three modes of attack, and the
guestion is, which is the one to be adopted? TIIis own
opinion is that a combination of two should be made,
viz, : the forts should be run, and when a force is once
above the forts, to protect the troops, they should be
landed at quarantine from the gulf side by bringing
them through the bayou, and then our forces should

move up the river, mutually aiding each other as it can
be done to advantage.

“When, in the opinion of theflag-ofiicer,/the propitious
time has arrived, the signal will be made to weigh and
advance to the confliet., If, in his opinion, at the time

of arriving at the respective positions ot the different
divisions of the fleet, we have the advantage, he will
make the signal for close action, No. 8, and abide the

=

MORTAR-SCHOONERS ENGAGED AGAINST FORT JACKSON.

Distance of leading schooner from the fort, 2850 yards.

Total number of shells fired, 16,800,

D
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THE CONFEDERATE “RIVER DEFENSE"” RAM “STONEWALL JACKSON.”

result, conquer or to be conguered, drop anchor or keep
under way, as in his opinion is best.

“Tnless the signal above mentioned is made, it will be
understood that the first order of sailing will be formed
after leaving Fort St. Philip, and we will proceed up the
river in accordance with the original opinion expressed.
The programme of the order of sailing accompanies this
general order, and the commanders will hold themselves

inreadiness for the service

as indicated. Very re-
spectfully, your obedient
servant, D, G. FARRAGUT,

Flag-Officer West Gulf

Blockading Squadron.’”

Farragut’s first plan
was tolead the fleet with
his flag-ship, the Hari-

Jord, to be closely fol-

lowed by the Brooklyn,

Fichmond,  Pensacola,

and Mississippi, think-

ing it well to have his
heavyvesselsin the van,

where they could im-

mediately crush any

naval force that might
appear against them.

This plan was a better

one than that afterward

adopted; but he was in-
duced to change the or-
der of his column by the
senior commanders of
the fleet, who repre-
sented to him that it
was unwise for the com-
mander-in-chief to take
the brunt of the battle.

They finally obtained
. his _reluetant. eonsent
- fo an arrangement by

which Captain Bailey

was to lead in the
gun-boat Cayuga, com-
manded by Lieutenant

N. B. Harrison,—a good

selection, as it after-

ward proved, for these
officers were gallant and
competent men, well
qualified for the posi-

uration of fire, six days. L . g
tion. Captain Bailey

had volunteered for the service, and left nothing
undone to overcome Farragut’s reluctance to give
up what was then eonsidered the post of danger,
though it turned out to be less hazardous than the
places in the rear.

The mortar-flotilla steamers under my command
were directed to move up before the fleet weighed
anchor, and to be ready to engage the water-bat-
teries of Fort Jackson as the fleet passed. These
batteries mounted some of the heaviest guns in
the defenses, and were depended upon to do effi-
cient work.

The commanders of vessels were informed of the
change of plan, and instructed to follow in line ac-
cording to the subjoined order of attack:

At 2 o’clock on the morning of April 24th all of
the Union vessels began to heave up their anchors.
It was a still, elear night, and the click of the eap-
stans, with the grating of the chain-cables as they
passed through the hawse-holes, made a great noise,
which we feared would serve as a warning to our
enemies. This conjeeture proved to be correct, for
the Confederates were on the alert in both forts
and steamers to meet the invaders. One fact only
was in our favor, and that was the division of their
forces under three different heads, which prevented
unanimity of action. In every other respect the
odds were against us.

Before Farragut ascended the river, the French
admiral and Captain Preedy, of the English frigate
Mersey, had both been up as far as the forts and
had communicated with the military commanders.
On their return, they gave discouraging accounts
of the defenses, and pronounced it impossible for
our fleet to pass them. This, of course, did not
tend to cheer our sailors. There were some in the
fleet who were doubtful of success, and there was
not that eonfidence on our side that should have
existed on such an occasion ; but when it was seen
that the river obstructions and rafts had been
washed away by the currents, and that there ap-
peared to be an open way up the river, every one
became more hopeful.

The entire fleet did not get fully under way until
half-past 2 A. 3. The current was strong, and al-
though the ships proceeded as rapidly as their
steam-power would permit, our leading vessel, the
Cayuga, did not get under fire until a guarter of
3 o’clock, when both Jackson and St. Philip opened
on her at the same moment. TFive steamers of the




mortar-flotilla took their
position below the water-
battery of Fort Jackson, at
a distance of less than two
hundred yards, and, pour-
ing in grape, canister, and
shrapnel, kept down the
fire of that battery. The
mortars opened at the same
moment with great fury,
and the action commenced
in earnest.

ORDER OF ATTACK.
First Division,
(CAPTAIN THEODORUS BATLEY.

Cayuga.
Pensacola.
Mississippi.
Oneidi.
Varuna.
Katahdin.
Kineo.
Wissahickon.

Center Division,
FLAG-OFFICER FARRAGUT.

Hariford.

Brookiymn.

Richmond.

Third Division,
CarTAIN H. H. BELL.

Sciota.

Troquois.

Kennebec.

Pinola.

Ttasea.

Winona.

- JODADSHN

Captain Bailey, in the
Cayuga, followed by the
other vessels of his division
in compact order, passed
the line of obstructions
without diffieulty. He had
no sooner attained this point, however, than he was
obliged to face the guns of Fort St. Philip, which
did him some damage before he was able to fire a
shot in return. He kept steadily on, however, and
as soon as his guns could be brought to bear, poured
in grape and canister with good effect and passed
safe above. He was here met by the enemy’s gun-
boats, and, although he was beset by several large
steamers at the same time, he succeeded in driving
them off. The Oneida and Faruna came to the sup-
port of their leader, and by the rapid fire of their
heavy guns soon dispersed the enemy’s flotilla.
This was more congenial work for our men and
officers than that through which they had just
passed, and it was soon evident that the coolness
and discipline of our navy gave it a great advan-
tage over the fleet of the enemy.

Bailey dashed on up the river, followed by his
division, firing into everything they met; and soon
after the head of the flag-officer’s division had
passed the forts, most of the river craft were dis-
abled, and the battle was virtually won. This
was evident even to Lieutenant-Colonel Higgins,
who, when he saw our large ships pass by, ex-

WRECKS OF CONFEDERATE RIVER FLEET.
FORT ST. PHILIP AND CONFEDERATE IRON-CLAD

MORTAR-FLEET IN THE DISTANCE.

* LOUISIANA."

BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF THE PASSAGE OF THE FORTS BELOW NEW ORLEANS, APRIL 24, 1862.

claimed, ¢ Better go to cover, boys; our cake is
all dough!”

In the meantime the Faruna, being a swift ves-
sel, passed ahead of the other ships in the division,
and pushed on up the river after the fleeing enemy,
until she found herself right in the midst of them.
The Confederates, supposing in the dark that the
Varuna was one of their own vessels, did not attack
her until Commander Boggs made himself lknown
by delivering his five right and left. One shot ex-
ploded the boiler of a large steamer erowded with
troops, and she drifted ashore ; three other vessels
were driven ashore in flames. At daylight the Fa-
runa was attacked by the Governor Moore, a power-
ful steamer, fitted as a ram, and commanded by
Tieutenant Beverley Kennon, late of the U. 8.
Navy. Thisvesselraked the Varuna with her bow-
gun along the port gangway, killing 5 or 6 men; and
while the Union vessel was gallantly returning this
fire, her side was pierced twice by the iron prow of
the ram. The Confederate ram Stonewall Jackson
also attacked the Faruna, vamming her twice about
amidships; the Parune at the same moment pun-
ished her severely with grape and canister from

MORTAR-STEAMERS ATTACKING WATER-BATTERY, FORT JACKSON.
FARRAGUT'S DIVISION OF THE FLEET, LED BY THE ‘‘ HARTFORD. !

** RICHMOND. "
' MANASSAS,'' CONFEDERATE.

FORT JACKSON.
* IRoQUOIS. "
CONFEDERATE RAMS AND SINKING VESSELS.

her 8-ineh gung, and finally drove her out of action
in a disabled eondition and in flames. But the ca-
reer of the Varuna was ended; she began to fill
rapidly, and her gallant commander was obliged to
run her into shozl water, where she soon went to
the bottom. Captain Lee, of the Oncida, seeing
that his companion needed assistance, went to his
relief, and rescued the officers and men of the Va-
runa. The two Confederate rams were set on fire
by their erews and abandoned. Great gallantry
was displayed on both sides during the conflict of
these smaller steamers, which really bore the brunt
of the battle, and the Union commanders showed
great skill in managing their vessels.

Bailey’s divigion may be said to have swept every-
thing before it. The Pensacola, with her heavy
batteries, drove the men from the guns at Fort St.
Philip, and made it casier for the ships astern to get
by. Fort St. Philip had not been af all damaged by
the mortars, as it was virtually beyond their reach,
and it was from the guns of that work that our ships
received the greatest injury.

As most of the vessels of Bailey’s division swept
past the turn above the forts, Farragut came upon
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THE SECOND DIVISION IN ACTION, 4:15 A. M.

the scene with the Harl-
ford and Brooklyn. The
other ship of Farragut’s di-
vision, the Richmond, Com-
mander James Alden, got
out of the line and passed
up on the west side of the
river, near where I was en-
gaged with the mortar-
steamers in silencing the
water-batteries of TFort
Jackson. At this moment
the Confederates in Fort
Jaekson had nearlyall been
driven from their guns by
bombs from the mortar-
boats and the grape and
canister from the steamers.
T hailed Alden, and told him
to pass close to the fort
and in the eddy, and he
would receive little dam-
age. He followed this ad-
viece, and passed by very
comfortably.

By this time the river had
been illuminated by two
fire-rafts, and everything
could be seen as by the
light of day. I could see
every ship and gun-boat as
she passed up as plainly as
possible, and noted all their
positions.

It would be a difficult un-
dertaking at any time to
keep a long line of vessels
in compaet order when as-
¢ending a erooked ehannel
against a three-and-a-half-
knot current, and our com-
manders found it to be
especially so under the
present trying circumstan-
ces. The Iroguois, Com-
mander De Camp, as gallant an officer as ever
lived, got out of line and passed up ahead of her
consorts ; but De Camp made good use of his op-
portunity by engaging and driving off a ram and
the gun-boat MeRae, which attacked him as soon
as he had passed Fort Jackson. The McRac was
disabled and her commander (Huger) mortally
wounded. The Iroguois was much eut up by Fort
St. Philip and the gun-boats, but did not receive
a single shot from Fort Jackson, although passing
within fifty yards of if.

While the events above mentioned were taking
place, Farragut had engaged Fort St. Philip at
close quarters with his heavy ships, and had driven
the men from their guns. He was passing on up
the river, when his flag-ship was threatened by a
new and formidable adversary. A fire-raft in full
blaze was seen coming down the river, guided to-
ward the Hartford by a tug-boat, the Mosher. It
seemed impossible to avoid this danger, and as the
helm was put to port in the attempt to do so, the
flag-ship ran upon a shoal. While in this position
the fire-raft was pushed against her, and in a min-
ute she was enveloped in flames half-way up to her

** MCRAE,"" CONFEDERATE.
REAR VESSEL OF BAILEY'S DIVISION.




FLAG-SHIP “HARTFORD” ATTACKED BY A FIRE-RAFT, PUSHED BY THE CONFEDERATE
TUG-BOAT “MOSHER.”

tops, and was in a condition of great peril. The
fire department was at once called away, and while
the Hariford’s batteries kept up the fight with Fort
St. Philip, the flames were extinguished and the
vessel backed off the shoal into deep water,—a re-
sult due to the coolness of her commander and the
eood discipline of the officers and men. While the
Hartford was in this perilous position, and her en-
tire destruction was threatened, Farragut showed
all the qualities of a great commander. He walked
up and down the poop as ecolly as though on dress-
parade, while Commander Wainwright directed the
firemen in putting out the flames. At times the
fire would rush through the ports and almost drive
the men from the guns.

‘ Don’t flinch from that five, boys,” sang out Far-
ragut; ‘“there’s a hotter fire than that for those
who don’t do their duty! Give that rascally little
tug a shot, and don’t let her go off with a whole
coat!” The Mosher was sunk.

‘While passing the forts the Hartford was struck
thirty-two times in hull and rigging, and had 3
men killed and 10 wounded.

The Brooklyn, Captain Thomas T. Craven, fol-
lowed as close after the flag-ship as the blinding
smoke from guns and fire-rafts would admit, and
the garrison of the fort was again driven to cover
by the fire of her heavy battery. She passed on
with severe punishment, and was immediately at-
tacked by the most powerful vessel in the Confed-
erate fleet, excepting the Louisiana — the ram
Manassas, commanded by Lieutenant Warley, a
gallant young officer of the old service. The blow
that the Manassas struck the Brooklyn did but little
apparent injury, and the ram slid off in the dark
to seek other prey. (It must be remembered that
these scenes were being enacted on a dark night,
and in an atmosphere filled with dense smoke,
through which our commanders had to grope their
way, guided only by the flashes of the guns in the
forts and the fitful light of burning vessels and
rafts.) The Brooklyn was next attacked by a large
steamer, which received her broadside at the dis-

tance of twenty yards, and drifted out of action
in flames. Notwithstanding the heavy fire which
the Breoklyn had gone through, she was only struck
seventeen times in the hull. She lost 9 men killed
and 26 wounded.

‘When our large ships had passed the forts, the
affair was virtually over. Had they all been near
the head of the column, the enemy would have
been crushed at once, and the flag-ship would have
passed up almost unhurt. As it was, the Hartford
wasg more exposed and imperiled than any of her
consorts, and that at a time when, if anything had
happened to the commander-in-chief, the fleet
would have been thrown into confusion.

The forts had been so thoroughly silenced by the
ships’ guns and mortars that when Captain Bell
came along in the little Seiota, at the head of the
third division, he passed by nearly unharmed. All
the other vessels suceceeded in gefting by, exeept
the Itasca, Lieutenant Caldwell, the Winona, Lieu-
tenant Nichols, and the Kennebee, Lieutenant Rus-
sell. The first two vessels, having
kept in line, were caught at day-
light below the forts without sup-
port, and, as the current was
swift and they were slow steam-
ers, they became mere targets
for the Confederates, who now
turned all that was left of their
fighting power upon them. See-
ing their helpless condition, I
signaled them to retire, which
they did after being seriously
cut up. The Ifasca had a shot
through her boiler, and was so
completely riddled that her com-
mander was obliged to run her
ashore just below the mortar-
fleet in order to prevent her sink-
ing. She had received fourteen
shot and shell through her hull,

THE CONFEDERATE CRUISER “SUMTER,” CAPTAIN SEMMES, LEAVING
NEW ORLEANS, JUNE 18, 1861.
From a sketch made at the time.

in the forts been completely demoralized, they
would have sunk these two vessels in ten minutes.

‘While these events were taking place, the mor-
tar-steamers had driven the men from the water-
batteries and had kept up a steady fire on the walls
of Fort Jackson. Although at first sight my posi-
tion in front of these batteries, which mounted six
of the heaviest gunsin the Confederate works (110-
inech and 2 8-inch Columbiads, 1 10-inch sea-coast
mortar, and 2 rifled 32-pounders), seemed a very
perilous one, it was not at all so. Iran the steam-
ers close alongside of the levee just below the wa-
ter-batteries, and thus protected their hulls below
the firing-decks. I got in my first broadside just
as the middle of Bailey’s column was opened upon
by Fort Jackson. The enemy responded quickly,
but our fire was so rapid and accurate that in ten
minutes the water-battery was deserted. I had
25 8-inch and 32-pounders on one side and 2 11-inch
pivot-guns. During the remainder of the action I
devoted most of my attention to
the battlements of the main fort,
firing an occasional shot at the
water-battery. The Harriet Lane
had two men killed, but the only
damage done to the vessels was
to their masts and rigging, their
hulls having been well protected
by the levees.

While engaged on this duty I
had an excellent opportunity of
witnessing the movements of
Farragul’s fieet, and, by the aid
of powerful night-glasses, I could
almost distinguish persons on the
vessels. The whole scene looked
like a beautiful panorama. From
almost  perfect silence—the
steamers moving slowly through
the water like phantom ships—

but her list of killed and wounded up MAINTOP OF THE “HARTFORD,” One incessant roar of heavy can-

was small. Had not the people

WITH HOWITZER.

non commenced, the Confeder-
100

ate forts and gun-boats opening together on the
head of our line as it came within range. The
Union vessels returned the fire as they came up,
and soon the guns of our fleet joined in the
thunder, which seemed to shake the very earth.
A lurid glare was thrown over the scene by the
burning rafts, and, as the bomb-shells crossed
each other and exploded in the air, it seemed as if
a battle were taking place in the heavens as well
as on the earth. It all ended as suddenly as it had
commenced. In onehour and ten minutes after the
vessels of the fleet had weighed anchor, the affair
was virtually over, and Farragut was pushing on
toward New Orleans, where he was soon to erush
the last hope of Rebellion in that quarter by open-
ing the way for the advance of the Union army.

From what I had seen of the conflict I did not
greatly fear for the safety of our ships. Now and
then a wreck came floating by, all charred and dis-
abled, but I noted that these were side-wheel ves-
sels, and none of ours.

I must refer here to a gallant affair which took
place between the Mississippi and the ram Manas-
sas. The latter vessel proved the most trouble-
some of the Confederate fleet. She had rammed
the Brookiyn and the Mississippi at different times
during the action.

At early daylight, as the vessels approached the
quarantine above the forts, the Mandassas was seen
coming up the river as rapidly as her steam would
allow.

As she approached the fleet, Flag-Officer Far-
ragut directed Commander Smith in the Missis-
sippi to turn and run her down. The order was
instantly obeyed by the Mississippi turning and
going at the ram at full speed; but when it was
expected to see the Manassas annihilated, the ves-
sels being within fifty yards of each other, the ram
put her helm hard-a-port, dodged the Mississippi,
and ran ashore, where her erew deserted her, Com-
mander Smith set fire to her, and then so riddled
her with shot that she was dislodged from the
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