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PUFE ST R EAPMS

HAT all domeftic animals originally exs
ifted in a wild or favage ftate, feems to be.

an inconteftible fact: The hiftory of thofe al-
ready given furnifhes ample proof of this pofi-
tion ; for we fiill find horfes, affes, and bulls,
living totally independent of the human race,
Can man, who has fubjected fo many millions
of individuals, boaft of having conquered dnd
enflaved an entire fpecies ? As all animals were
created without his aid, is it not reafonable to
fuppofe,  that Nature beflowed on them the fa-
culty of exifting and of multiplying without his
affiftance? If, however, we attend to the weak-
nefs and fupidity of the fheep s if we confider,
that this helplefs animal is eve Ie to fave
himfelf by flight ; th h i ani-
PRER TR L
lim to every other prey; that the fpecies are
not very fertile ; that the life of individuals is
fhort, &. we fhould be tempted to think, that
common fheep are tuifled fprally and
< Tove
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e fheep was originally committed to the pro=
tection and guardianfhip of man, and that, with-
out his aid, this animal could neither fubfift nor
maltiply, efpecially as no wild fheep have ever
been found in the deferts. Wherever man has
not the dominion, the lio, the tiger, and the
wolf, reign by the laws of force and of cruclty.
Thefe fanguinary and rapacious animals live
Jonger and multiply fafler than the fheep. Tn
a word, if our flocks, which are now fo prodigi-
oufly numerous, were ftill  abandoned, the
number and voracity of theircnemics would foon.
annibilate the fpecies.

Ttis, therefore, probable, that, without the af-
fiftance of man, the fheep could never have fub=
fifed, or continued its fpecies in a wild flate.
The female is abfolutely devoid of every art,
and of every mean of deferice. 'The arms of
the ram are feeble and awkward. His courage
is only a kind of petulance, which is ufelefs to
himfelf, incommadious to his neighbours, and
is totally deftroyed by caftration. - The wedd
is fill more timid than the fheep. Itis fear
alone that makes fheep fo frequently affemble in
troops: Upon the fmalleft unufual noife, they
run clofe together; and thefe alarms are always

ccompanied with the greateft ftupidity*. They

know

* Though the talents of the fep are ot o br
he 3

lofe a portion. of
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know not how to fly from danger, and feem not
even to be confeious of the hazard and inconye.

e, which they are obliged to employ againft thelr
& ild e Bectfe ey have been long aseal.
i
oy i e
Bur, on b
sange almoft without cont d where they feldom depend on
the aid of the fhepberd, they aflume @ very different modeef be.
haviour. In this r.m.m, 2 ram or a wedder boldly attacks
afingle dog, and ofien
wwre, like man, they trult notto
, but have recourfe to the colledled
On fuch ocafons, they draw
5 they place the y
d the firongeft m
g clofe by each other's fies. T}

To! 55 maouenther Shit it
. the approach of the enemy.

their courage fil them in the moment the

if
aggreffor advances within a few yards of the line, the rams dart
wpon him with fuch impetuofiy, 2s lays him dead at chei fe,
solefs he faves & &

x fiation, perfedlly fecare,

s, a ram, regardiels of danger, ofien cagages a bull, and
sever fals (o conquer him ; for the bull, by lowering his head,
wichout being fenfible of his defencelefs condition, receives
beaveen bis horas the fhroke of the ram, which. ufually brings
him o the gro

Soldact o she female w

ience
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nience of their fituation.  Wherever they are,
there they remain obftinately fixed and neither
rain nor fnow can make them quit their ffation.
To force them to move, or to change their route,
they muft be provided with a chief, who’s taught
to begin the march: The motions of this chief
are followed, fiep by fiep, by the reft of the
flock. But the chief himfelf would alfo
continueimmoveable, if he were not pufhed
off by the thepherd, or by bis dog, an ani-
mal which perpetually watches over their
fifety, which defends, direls, feparates, - af-
fembles, and, in a word, communicates to
them every movement neceffary to their pre-
fervation.

Of all quadrupeds, therefore, fheep are the
moft ftupid, and derive the fmalleft refources
fiom inflint. The goat, who fo_greatly -
fembles the fheep in other refpeds, is endowed
with much more fagacity. He knows how to
conduct himfelf on every emergency: He
avoids danger with dexterity, and is eafily re-
conciled to new objects. But the fheep knows
néither how to fly nor to attack: However im-

. minent her danger, fhe comes not to man for

affiftance fo willingly as the goat; and, to com~
plete the pi€ture of timidity and want of fenti-
ment, fhe allows her lamb to be carried off,
without attempting to defend it, or fhowing any
marks of refentment.  Her grief is not even ex-

vor. 111, ce preffed
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prelfd by any cry difcent from that of ordi
nary bleating *.

But this animal, fo contemptible in itfelf, and
fo devoid of every mental quality, is of all others
the moft extenfively ufeful to man,  From the
fheep we are at once fupplied both’ with food
and clothing, without mentioning the particular
advantages derived from the milk, the fat, the
fkin, the bowels, the bones, and the dung. To
this animal, Nature feems to have given nothing
that redounds not to the immediate advantage
and convenience of man.

Love, which, in animals, is the moft aive
and moft general fenfation, feems to be the only
one that communicates vivacity to the ram,
When under the influence of this paffion, he

= This is another heayy charge againt the charafter of the
fheep.  Bat every perfon who has attended to_thefe animal, zt
Jealtin this country, mutt know that the accufation is not alto-
gether jult. Individuale, in  Rate of fubje@tion, feem to have
B0 idea of refifing the attacks o i” e
lear tht hee prteion le in the fephes
der to prevent afaalis from foses ar dogs, upon the i larm,
the whole flock run with violence o th pisce where the watch

they chance to feep, they e
a them. On otheroceaoes

a manner that firong) guih fhe feels.
nefs of her fearch, her eye-balls feem to fart from dheie
d b 121 i, s e
atings, are evident indications

becomes
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becomes petularity fights, and fometimes even
attacks the fhepherd. . But the ewe, though in
feafon, difcovers not the finalleft emotion: Her
inftinét extends no' farther. than not to refufe
the approaches of the male, to choofe her food,
and to diftinguifh her own offspring from thofe
ofthe feft of the fock.  The perfeétion, or eere
tainty of inflingk, always augments in proportion
to the mechanifm, or innatenefs of the caufe by
which it is produced %, . A young lamb, in the
midt of the moft numerous flocks, fearches for,
and difcovers its mother, without ever once com-
mitting a miftake. It has been alleged, that
theep are fufceptible of the pleafures of mufic
that they feed with more appetite, have better
health, and fatten fooner, by the found of the
pipe. But the remark is more probable, that
mufic ferves only to amufe the fhepherd, and
that the origin of the art was derived from this
folitary and inactive kind of life,

Thefe animals, fo fimple and dull in their,
intellect, are likewife very feeble in their confli-
tution.  They cannot continue long in motion:
Travelling weakens and extenuates them. When

* Hore, and i mavy other placs, the princplsof macr
ifn make the Count de Buffon exprefs b
I oo bave e s SELBI
wrath, ifhe had fsd, * That the
“mal ae slways fronger, in proparion to the fmalle
theirnumber. The (eep s fow infints; aud, th
sthre s Tefs danger of be
10 48lon, the animal isledwith greaer ceitaaty
intended by Natare

ca2
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they run, they pant, and foon lofe their breath,
The ardour of the fun is equally incommodious
to them as moifture, froft, and fnow. They are
fubject to many difeafes, moft of which are con=
tagious. A redundancy of fat often kills them,
and always renders the ewes barren: They
bring forth with difficulty, frequently mifcarry,
and require more care than any other domeftic
animal *.
‘When the ewe is about to bring forth, fhe
rated from the reft of the flock,
and watched, in order to be ready to affift her
v. The lamb frequently prefents crofs-
ways, or by the fect. In fuch cafes, if not af-
fifted, the mother’s in great danger. When
lamb fhould be raifed on its
feer, and the milk fhould be drawn from the
paps of the mother.  As this firft milk is bad ,
and would be hurtful to the lamb, it fhould not

* This is unqueflionably another exagger

en nearly in a wild is a robaft, allive
pable of enduring much fatigue without injo
immerfed in luxury, and pampered in rich paftar

& pre
fhmens of young animals, which, infiead of being

oft critical period of cheir exiflence, be

yinions require the fupport of fafls;

ountry, no lambs thrive fo well as thofe which are

g w0 the care of the dam. In cafes of precernatural
sbour, or when the mother i much debilitaced, afitance s ua-
queftionably necellary; but cafes of this kind are not common.
be
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be permitted to fuck till a frefh flock has aceue
mulated. The lamb is Kept warm, and (huup
for three or four days with the mother, that it
may learn to know her. 'To recover the frength
of the ewe, fhe fhould be fed, for fome time,
with good hay, grinded barley, or bran mixed
with a little falt. Her water fhould be luke-
warm, and whitened with the flour of wheat,
beans, or millet. At the end of four or five
days, fhe may be allowed to return, by degrees,
to her ordinary mode of living, and to pafture
among her neighbours *; but, to prevent the
milk from being chaffed, fhe fhould not be con-
du@ted to any great diftance, Some time after,
when the lamb has acquired firength, and begins
to frifkc about, it may be allowed to follow its
mother to the fields.

All the lambs which have the appearance of
fecblenefs, are generally fent to the butcher;
and thofe only are kept which are moft vigo-
1ous, largeft, and beft covered with wool. Lambs
of the firft litter are never fo good as thofe of
fucceeding litters.  When we want to rear
lambs which are brought forth in the months of
Odtober, November, December, January, or
February, they are kept in the fable, and only

owed to go out to fuck every morning and

* Tn thofe pares of Britsin where the bt fheep are bred, they
are never houfed, nor, during the lambing-fcafon, have any.
dhing adminifered to them but their ordinary pafire. Whea

in healch, fheep have no occafion for water. In our northern
limates, it is even injorious to them,

GG 3 evening,
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evening, till

before this l. ft peri
grafs every day, to
fpecies of nour may be weaned
but it is better to fuckle

them fix weeks or two months. White lambs
are always preferred to thofe which are black or
fpotted; becaufe white wool gives a higher price
than that of any other colour.

In the temperate weather of fpring or autumn,
the lambs may be caftrated at the 1gk of five or
fix months, or even a little later *. There are
two methods of performing this npem\mn. The
tefticles are cither removed by incifion, or the
veffels which terminate in them are deftroyed
by a firait ligature. Cafiration renders lambs
fick and melancholy. To prevent the difguft

hich fucceeds, they fhould have bran mixed
with falt for two or three days.

At the age of twelve months, rams, ewes, and
v ﬂder: lofe the two fore-teeth of the under

months after, the two neighbouring
ife fall out; and, at three years of

e (rﬁ‘mn fall dmuv into
times happens not il they are feveral weeks,

from a wedder;yet he fill recains the power of
In Scotland, fheep of this kind are called awrs
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age, they are all replaced, and are then equal and
pretty white.  But, in proportion as the animal
increafes in years, the teeth begin to lofe their
enamel, and become blunt, unequal, and black,
The age of the ram may be known by his horns,
which appear the firft year, and oftenat birtl,
and have a frefh ring added to them every year
that he lives. Ewes feldom have any horns;
but, in place of them, they have two bony pro-
tberances. Some ewes, however, have two,
and even four horns.  Thefe ewes are every
way fimilar to the common kind; and their
horns are from five to fix inches long, and lefs
twifted than thofe of the ram.  When ewes have
four horns, the two anterior ones are fhorter
than the other two. The ram is capable of ge-
nerating in 18 months, and the ewe can produce
when a year old. But it is better to prevent all
communication between them till the ewe be
two years of age, and the ram three. The young
produced at more early periods, and even the
firlt produ@ions of thefe animals, are always
feeble and ill conditioned. One ram is more
than fufficient to ferve 25 or 30 ewes*. The
ram fhould always be felected from the ftrongeft
and moft handfome of his fpecies. He fhould
be garnithed with horns; for hornlefs rams, of
which there are fome in our climates, are lefs

A ram has been often known to beget one hundred lambs

ina fingle feafon : i
GG 4 vigorous
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vigorous and lefs proper for propagating®. A
good and beautiful ram fhould have a firong
thick head, a wide front, large black eyes, a flat
nofe, big ears, a thick neck, a long high body, a
large crupper and reins, mafly tefticles, and a
long tail.  The beft rams for breeding are thofe
which are of a white colour, well covered with
wool upon the belly, the tail, the head, the ears,
and as far as the cyes. Ewes, whofe wool is
moft abundant, moft bufhy, largeft, moft filky,
and whiteft, are always to be preferred, cfpecially
if, at the fame time, they are large, have thick
necks, and walk nimbly. It has alfo been re-
‘marked, that thofe which are rather meagre than
fat, are the beft breeders.

The feafon of ewes is from the beginning of
November to the end of April. However, when
nourifhed with flimulating food, as bread made
of hemp-feed, and falted water, they conceive
atany time f. Ewes are allowed to be covered

three
® There are many brecds of fheep, in which both males sad
females want horns  yet they are a3 vigorous as any of the -
theep in England have no horas,
inbabitantsare perfedlly onscquainted with
ovher places, a fheep without horas s s grest
h four or ix horns.

e, ewes fed in good paftures admit the ram in
bt September and Oftober are the months

part of our ewes, if lfi to Natare,

. Neither is it cuflomary, at ths feafon, to give them d

5 nor would fuch a pratice be poffible in large focks.
When the obje is to force Nature prematarely, fome flimulat-
ing

THE SHEEGP 73

three or four times; afier which they are fepa
rated from the rams, who prefer the aged ewes,
and defpife thofe that are younger. During the
rutting feafon, ewes fhould not be espofed to
nainy or frormy weather ; for moifture prevents
conception, and a clap of thunder often produces
an abortion. A day or two afier copulating,
they are allowed to return to their ordinary mode
of livings for, if the ufe of falted water, hemp-
feed bread, and other fimulating food, were
continued, they would infallibly mifcarry. They
carry five months, and bring forth in the begine
ning of the fixth. They generally produce one
lamb, but fometimes two.  Tn warm climates,
they can produce twice a-year;  but, in France,
and in colder climates, only once. To have
Jambs in the month of January, the ram is ad-
mitted o the ewes towards the end of July, or
beginning of Auguft. Thofe which are covered
in September, Ottober, and November, pro-
duce in February, March, and April. We may
alfo have plenty of lambs in May, June, July,
Auguft, and and they only become
rare in O&tober, November, and December. The
ewes give milk abundantly for feven or eight
months. This milk affords pretty good nous

ing food may, perhaps, have thé defired efcet. Tt is more com~
mon, however, to retard the fafon of gencral copulation, by o
parating the rams from the ewes, than to forward it. The role
i, t0 admit the ram at fach a time as will bring the ewes
2 lamb when there will be plenty of food for them; for, if
they bring forth before. the grafs is good, the lambs become
poo and fesble,

rifhmeng
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hment to children and country-people ®, Ty
y good cheefe, elpecially when mixed
with cow-milk, The time of milking ewes is
immediately before they go out to the field, or
In fummer they may
v day, and once in winter,
oung, grow fat; becaufe
at more than at any other period,
As they frequently hurt themfelves, and mif-
carry, they fometimes become barren, and fome
of them produce monfters. However, when
properly managed, they bring forth during life,
i.e. for ten or twelve year:
nerally old and ufelefs at the age of feven or
eight years. The ram, who lives twelve or four-
teen years, becomes unfit for propagating when
eight years old. He fhould then be caftrated,
and fattened along with the old ewes. The fleth
of the ram, even after being caftrated and fat-
tened, has always a difagrecable tafte : That of
the ewe is flabby and infipid. But the flefh of
the wedder furnifhes the moft fuccul nd beft
of all our common difhes.

‘When men want to form a flock with a view
to profit, they purchafe ewes and wedders at the
age of cighteen months, or two years, and a
hundred of thefe might be managed by a fingle
fhepherd 4, If vigilant, and aided by a good

® The milk it fate, is navfeous, and feldom
uled in . We ufually convert it into cheefe.
+ In an open country, and extenfive pafture, 2 goed fepherd,

afifed by his dog, will

meationed in the tex,

e, with cafe, ten times the number

dog
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dog, he will lofe very few of them: When con-
duing them to the fields, he ought to g0 be-
fore, accuftom them to-the found of his voice
and to follow him without flopping, or go-
ing afide among the corn, ot the vines, where
they commit great devaftation. The fea-coafts, o
plains on the top of hills, afford them the beft
pafture. - But low, moift, and marfhy grounds,
fhould always be avoided. During winter, they
ate fed, in the flable, with bran, turnip, hay,
ftraw, lucern, faintfoine, ath and elm. leaves,
& When the weather is not very bad, they
fhould be allowed, chiefly for the fake of exercife,
to go out every day. In this cold feafon, they
are not led to the fields before ten in the morn-
ing, where they remain for four or five hours 3
after which they are made to drink, and are
condu@ed back about three o'clock afier noon,
In fpring and autumn, on the contrary, they are
led out as foon as the fun has diffipated the
moifture or hoar-froft, and are not brought back
till fun-fer. In thefe two feafons it is fufficient
to make them driok once a-day, and immedic
ately before they return to the flable, where they
muft always have forage, but in fmaller quantity
than during winter. It is only in fammer that
they ought to feed entirely in the fields, where
they are conduéted twice a-day, and alfo made
to drink twice. They are brought out at day-
break, allowed to feed four or five hours, and,
after drinking, are led back to the fold, or fome

other
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other fhady place.  About three or four o'clock
after noon, when the exceffive heat begins to di
minih, they are again paftured till night comes
on.  Were it not for the ravages of the wolf,
they ought to remain in the ficld during the
whole night, as is practifed in Britain, which
would make them both more vigorous and more
healthful.  As the rays of the fun, when very
warm, are apt to afeét thefe animals with a
vertigo, they fhould always be paftured with
their heads turned from the fun, fo that the body
may form a kind of fhade to defend the head.
Laftly, to preferve their wool, they fhould not be
allowed to feed among thorns, briars, thiftles,
&

Tn dry clevated grounds, where the wild thime
and other odoriferous plants abound, the flefh of
the fheep s of a better quality than when fed in
low moift plains.  But fandy downs on the fea-
coaft produce the beft mutton, becaufe the herbage

5 and nothing improves the relifh of
mutton fo much as pafture of this kind: Befides,
it gives an agreeable favour to the milk of the
ewe, and increafes its quantity. Thefe animals are
extremely fond of fult, and, when given in mo-
derate quantities, it is very falutary. In fome
places, a bag of falt, or a falt-flone, is put into
the fold, which the creatures lick alternately.

Every year, thofe which begin to grow old,
fhould be feparated from the flock, for the pur-
pofe of fattening, becaufe then a different ma-

nagement
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nagement i neceffary : If in fummer, they
fhould be conduéted to the field before funcric
fing, that they may feed upon grafs moiftened
with dew.  Nothing contributes more to fatten
wedders than water taken in great quantities ;
and nothing retards their fattening more than
the heat of the fun. For this reafon, they fhould
be put into the fold or fhade at eight or nine
oélock in the morning, before the heat becomes
to0 violent; and they oughit to have a litle fale,
inorder to excite their appetite for water. They
fhould be led out a fecond time, about four
oclock after noon, to frefh and moift paftures,
By this treatment, they acquire, in two o three
the appearances of being flefhy

s fat, which originates from

water drunk by the ani-

a kind of purfy fielling, and would

e rot, if not prevented by killing

fer they acquire this fallas

en their flefh, inftead of

g firm and juicy, is frequenty very loofe
and infipid.  To produce good mutton, befide
the treatment above recommended, the animals
fhould have better nourifhment than grafe. In
winter, and indeed in all feafons, they may be
tiened by keeping them in ftables, and feed=
ing them with the flour of barley, oats, wheat,
beans, &c. mixed with falt, to increafe their
appetite for drink. But whatever mode, be
followed, it fhould be exccuted as quickly as
poffible: for they cannot be fattened a fecond
time,
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time#; moft of them dying of difeafes in the
liver
Worms are frequently found in the livers of
animals: A defeription of thofe of the wed
der and ox may be feen in the Journal des Sga-
vans T, and in the German Ephimerides §. It
was formerly imagined, that thefe worms were
peculiar to ruminating animals: But M. Dauben-
ton difcovered the fame fpecics in the liver of the
afs; and it is probable they exift in feveral other
quadrupeds.  Butterflics, it has likewife been
faid, are fometimes found in the liver of the
wedder.. M. Rouille communicated to me a
Jetter from M. Gachet de Beaufort, phyfician at
Montiers, of which the following is an extra&:
¢ Tt is an old remark, that our Alpine wedders,
which are the beft in Europe, fometimes fud=
denly lofe their flefh ; that their cyes turn white
and gummy ; that their blood grows ferous,
having hardly g that their

tongues are parched ; and that their nofes are
ftuffed with a yellow purulentmucus: Though
the creatuires continue to cat plentifully, thefe

fymptoms are accompanied with extreme debi-
lity, and at laft terminatc in death. Fi

peated diffections, it has been difcovered, that
the animals had always butterflics in their li=
vers. Thefgbutterflics were white, and fur-
nithed with v

rom re-

This is not true ; for
Sonslly lofe and regs
+ Année 1668,
¢ noarly
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¢ nearly oval, hairy, and about the fize of thofe
« of the fill-worm fly.  Above feventy, which T
¢ fqueezed out of the twolobes, convinced me of
¢ the truth of this fact. The conves partof the
¢ liver was alfo in a mangled condition.  The
¢ butterflies are found in the veins only, and ne~
¢ verin the arterics.  Small butterfles, and fike-
¢ wife fmall worms, have been difcovered in the
¢ cyftic du@. The vena portarum and capfala
«Gliffonii were fo foft as to yield o the flighteft
¢ touch. The lungs, and other vifeera, were
¢ found,” &c. I Dr. Gachet de Beanfort had
been more particular in his def
butterflies, he might, perhaps, have removed the
fufpicion, that the animals he faw were only the
common worms found in the liver of the fheep,
which are very flat, broad, and of a figure o
fingular, as to appear, at firft fight, to be rather
leaves than worms.
The wool of the fheep is fhorn every year.
In warm countries, where no danger arifes from
g the animal quite bare, they do not fheer
the wool, but tear it off; and. this operation is
performed twice a-year. But, in France, and
in colder climates, the flecce is fhorn only once
aeyear, and a pare of it is allowed to remain, in
order to protett the animal from the inclemency
of the weather *. The operation is performed
in

feece , like the fur of moftother quadra-
peds, loofens from the fkin in the beginning of o £
permitted, would fall, o
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in the month of May, after wafhing the fheep,
to render the wool as clean as pofible. The
month of April is too cold 5 and, if delayed till
June or July, the wool does not grow fufficiently
long to prote@ the animal from the cold of
winter. The wool of the wedder is generally
better, and in greater quantity, than that of the
ewe or ram. The wool upon the neck, and
about the top of the back, is of a hetter quality
than that upon the thighs, the tail, the belly, &c.
and that taken from dead or difeafed animals, is
the worft.  White wool is preferred to gray,

To prevent the wafle which would enfie, the farmer fheers his
fheep before the fleeces become altogecher loofe. If the opera-
cion be longer delayed, the fiecce breaks and falls offin detached
“Thus the proper feafon for fheering fheep is determined
by Nature. When the young flecce begins o grow, it pufhes
the old one before it, which becomes loofe at the root, and the
fheep, afier the operadon, remains covered with clofe fhort
wool. When fheep are thorn before the young fleece has begun
10 grow, they are left too bare, and are in danger of catching.
cold. Befides, that parc of the old fleece which is left on the
animal, is endrely loft. If, on the other hand, the operation be
delayed till the young fecce has grown fo long as to mix with
the old one, a part of the former will be cat off, which, by being
to0 fhort, is not only perfedly ufclefs in manufadlures, but in-
jores the long wool among which it is blended. For thefe rea-
ilful farmer fheers not all his fheep indiferiminately at
the fame time, but oceafionally as the Aceces become ripe.
1t was formerly the pradiice, inficad of fheering, to pluck the
wool from the fheep. ~But, though it might be done at difierent
times, as pants of the fiece loofened, without giving the animal
any pain; yet the pradtice is flovenly, incompatible with the
management of large flocks, and oftea atcended with a confider-
able lofs of wool.

brown,
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brown, or black, becaufo it s capable of being
dyed any colour; and fmooth fleck wool is bet-
ter than that which is curled. It is even alo
ledged, that wedders, whofe wool is curled, are.
not fo good as the others.

Land may be much improved by folding
theep: For this purpofe a picce of ground is ine
clofed, and the flock fhut up in it every night
during. the fummer-feafon. The dung, urine,
and heat of the animals, foon meliorate exhauft.
ed, cold, or barren grounds. A hundred fheep,
in one fummer, will fertilize eight acres of
land for fix year:

It has been remarked by the ancients, that all
ruminating animals have fuet: But this remark,
fricily fpeaking, holds only with regard to the
fheep and goat: The fuet of the wedder is more
copious, whiter, drier, firmer, and better than
that of any other animal. Fat or greafe is very
different from fuet, the former being always
foft, while the latter hardens in cooling. The
greateft quantity of fuet is found about the kid=
neys ; and the left kidney farnifhes more than
the right.  There are alfo confiderable quanti-
ties in the epiploon or web, and about the in-
teftines ; but it is not near fo firm or good as
that of the kidneys, the tail, and other parts of
the body. Wedders have no other greafe but
fuet; and this matter i
bodies, that their whole flefh is covered with i
Even the blood contains a confiderable quantity
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of fuet; and the femen is fo charged with it, as
to give that liquor a different appearance from
that of other animals. The femen of men, of
the dog, horfe, afs, and probably of every animal
which affords not fuet, diffolves with cold; or
when expofed to the air, becomes more and
more fluid from the moment it efcapes from the
body. But the femen of the ram, and perhaps
of cvery animal that has fuet, hardens and lofes
its fluidity with its heat. T remarked this dif-
ference when examining thefe liquors with the
microfcope: That of the ram fixes a few fe-
conds after coming from the body ; and, in or~
der to difcover the living organic particles, of'
which it contains prodigious numbers, its flui-
dity muft be preferved by the application of

Tn the heep, the tafte of the flefh, the finenefs
of the wool, the quantity of fuet, and even the fize
of the body, vary greatly in different countrie
In France, the province of Berri abounds moft-in
fheep. Thofe about Beauvais, and in fome other
parts of Normandy, are fatter and more charged
with fuet. They are very good in Burgundy;
but the beft are fed upon the fandy downs of our
maritime provinces. The Italian, Spanih, and
even the Englifh wools, are finer than the French
wool. In P
Bayonne, and feveral other parts of France, there
is a race of fheep which have the appearance of
being forcign. They are larger, ftronger, and
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better covered with wool than the common kind.
They are likewife more prolific, producing fre-
quently two lambs at a time. ~ The rams of this
race engender with the common ewes, and pro-
ducean intermediate kind. In Italy,and in Spain,
there are a great variety of races; but they ought
allto be regarded as of the fame fpecies with our
common fheep, which, though fo numerous and
diverfified, extend not béyond Europe. . Thofe
animals with a long broad tail, fo common in
Afia and Africa, and which are called Barbary
fheep by travellers, appear to be a fpecies dif=
ferent from the ordinary kind, as well as from
the Pacos and Lama of America.

As white wool is moft valued, black or fpot-
ted lambs are generally faughtered. In fome
places, however, almoft all the fheep are black;
and black lambs are often produced by the com~
mixture of white rams with white ewes. In
France, thereare only white, brown, andblack, and
fpotted fheep:  But, in Spain, there s a reddith
kind 5 and, in Scotland, there are fome of a yel-
lowith colour. But all. thefe varieties of colour
are more accidental than thofe produced by dif-
ferent races, which, however, proceed from the
influence of climate, and the difference of nou-
rithment.
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1 HERE give figures of a ram and ewe, of
which drawings were fent me by the late My,
Golinfon, fellow of the Royal Socicty of London,
under the names of the Walachian ram and ewe,
As this learned Naturalift died foon afterwards,
I could not difcover whether thefe fheep, whofe
horns are extremely different from thofe of the
ordinary kind, be common in Walachia, or whe-
ther they are only an accidental variety.

In the northern parts of Europe, as Denmark
and Norway, the fheep are’not good ; but, to
improve the breed, rams are occafionally im-
ported from England. In the iflands adjacent to
Norway, the theep remain in the fields during
the whole year; and they become larger and
produce finer wool than thofe which are under
the care and dire@ion of men. It is alledged,
that thofc fheep, which enjoy perfect liberty, al-
ways fleep, during the night; on that fide of the
ifland from whence the wind is to blow nextday.
This natural indication of the weather is care-
fully attended to by the mariners *.

The rams, cwes, and wedders of Ieeland, dif-
fer chiefly from ours, by having larger and thicker
homs. Some of them have three, four, and

* Pontoppidan’s Nat. Hift. of Norway.
even
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even five horns.  But this peculiarity.of having
more horns than two, muft not be confidered as
common to the whole race of Iceland fhieep ; for,
ina flock of four or five hundred, hardly three
or four wedders can be found with four or five
horns, and thefe are fent to Copenhagen as ra-
sities. As a farther proof of their being fearce,
they give a higher price in Iecland than the
common kind ¥,

* HiR. Gen. des Voyages, tom, xvii. p. 1.
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