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Nancy Apple is a Memphis > FRESERTMENTS
treasure wha lends both humor T g e R it e
and poignancy to just about all STEPHEN BRUTON JON DEE GRAHAM
she plays and sings. On "Shoulda| JUD NEWCOMB BRUCE HUGHES
Lied About That, " Apple and co- JOHN CHIPMAN
producer Keith Sykes play up the
pop sensibifities that also reside
in her novel honky-tonk world.

— Bill Ellis, The Commercial Appeal

Apple’s fizzy, twangy voice and
classically crafted songwriting
is reminiscent of another roots-
music goddess, Amy Rigby.

\ You've got to love a country
folk song that references rapper
Ton Loc.

— Chris Herrington, The Memphis Flyer

Nancy Apple is the reigning
queen of Memphis country.
— Chris Davis, The Memphis Flyer

Country music for the common
man... kicking country standards

: : clean out of the studio, and
Nancy Apple is as country as Cash, as rockin® g writing the way a country

as Carl, and bygod as bold as Elvis. song is written.
— Nightflying Magazine, Little Rock, AR — Rikk Matheson, Rikksreviews.com
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JOHN THE REVEALATOR

y now, you're probably sick to death of ‘Best Of 2003’ lists but who am I to
buck a venerable media tradition? Anyway, this is my and the FAR team’s
chance to give some recognition to the people who won’t get much anyplace

else. Also, this is as close as I come to taking a vacation, so get over it.
Before we get listing, if you don’t have a wall calendar yet, or even if you do,
Cheapo Discs, Austin, have a great one of retro cheesecake pix by George Brainard,
featuring our very own Ms Marti Brom as Miss May. Try www.cheapotexas.com.

JC’s BEST OF 2003

ALBUMS OF THE YEAR

1 Anns Fermin’s Trigger Gospel: Oh, The Stories We Hold (Undertow)
2 Chip Taylor & Carrie Rodriguez: The Trouble With Humans (TMG)
3 Ray Wylie Hubbard: Growl (Philo)

4 Ronny Elliott: Hep (Blue Heart)

s Marti Brom: Wise To You (Goofin’)

6 Jo Serrapere & The Willy Dunns: Tonight At Johnny’s Speakeasy

(Detroit Radio)
DEBUT ALBUMS
1 Halden Wofford & The Hi-Beams (Hi-Beams)
2 Eric Westbury: Burnt Tongues & Blue Truths (Barreltown)
3 Graham Lindsey: Famous Anonymous Wilderness (Catamount)

VA/TRIBUTE ALBUM

1 HUAC [Hot Unsigned Americana Compilation} (Catamount)
2 Jon Langford & The Pine Valley Cosmonauts:

The Executioner’s Last Songs Vols 2 & 3 (Bloodshot)
3 Lonesome, Ornry & Mean; A Tribute To Waylon Jennings (Dualtone)

REISSUE/HISTORIC ALBUM
1 Bill Neely: Austin’s Original Singer-Songwriter (Lost Art)
2 Thomas Fraser: Long Gone Lonesome Blues (Nel Music)
3 The Sundowners: Chicago Country Legends (Bloodshot Revival)

FEMALE ARTIST
2 Anna Fermin 3 Marti Brom
MALE ARTIST
2John Lilly 3 Howard Kalish
SONGWRITER
1 Chip Taylor 2 AnnaFermin 3 Ronny Elliott
: BEST IN THE INDUSTRY
2 Henry Horenstein 3 Catamount Records

LOOSE DIAMONDS

A DJ’s PrivaTE STASH;. #1 PROFESSOR PURPLE

First time I met legendary British DJ Charlie Gillett, I thanked him for turning
me on to what is still an all-time favorite album, the eponymous Bobby Charles,
and he told me that I was the missing piece and he now knew personally everybody
in the UK who’d bought a copy. He'd played it over and over, reviewed it everywhere
he could and talked it up endlessly but at the end of the day this masterpiece had
sold a few hundred copies nationwide.

A sobering thought for any writer or DJ, but most all of us have been there,
going evangelical over albums that knock us sideways but which, inexplicably as far
as we’re concerned, simply fail to click. When Richard Schwartz, aka Professor
Purple, host of Amarillo Highway, KZMU, Moab, UT, suggested something along
the lines of Albums I wish I could have got more people to buy’ as a FAR & Away
category, I dismissed the notion out of hand because it would have meant running
a staggeringly long list of obscure records (trust me on this, I know my guys).

Still, the idea resonated for obvious reasons, so, replacing the sporadic FAR D}
Of The Month dealie, this will be a regular spot where FAR DJs will get another
chance to beat the drum for their neglected faves (* means still available). And
Richard gets to kick it off. Professor Purple says, check ’em out:

Catherine Britt: Dusty Smiles And Heartbreak Cures (ABC [Australia]) *

Cow: Feeding Time (Trikont [Germany]) *

Patsy Montana & The Prairie Ramblers: The Very Early Patsy Montana
(Cattle LP)

1 Carrie Rodriguez

1 Bobby Flores

1 Gurf Morlix

Ranch Romance: Western Dream (Ranch Hand)

The Reedy Buzzards (Self released) *

Jerry Rigged: Piano (Self released) *

Mingo Saldivar: The Dancing Cowboy Sings Country (Hacienda) *
Sidesaddle & Co: The Girl From The Red Rose Saloon (Faultline) *
Joe West & The Sinners: Jamie Was A Boozer (Frogyille) *

CHARLES EARLE’s B-Sides

A BLIP ON THE RADAR

Formerly All Over the List of Nominees,
Music Row is Now Scarce on Grammy Night

ecember is a boring month in the music business for Nashville. It always

has been. I remember my days of working on Music Row, when it was a

long, tedious exercise in receiving tour sweatshirts and food platters from
artists we represented. Other than the guys working putrid Christmas albums and
‘best of” compilations, most folks in the industry are twiddling their thumbs.

However, due to the fact that the 2004 Grammy telecast has been moved up a
few weeks to the beginning of February, Music Row got an early Christmas gift in
the form of the nominees list. Believe me, these folks have gotten better gifts in
their day. All you need to know in order to get the picture is that Ricky Scaggs was
the Nashville’s most nominated artist. Ouch! :

It hasn’t been that long ago since Music Row was getting artists in the major
categories on Grammy night. Faith Hill, Shania Twain and the like earned
nominations for Album of the Year, Best Pop Female Vocal Performance, etc... We
also used to get a Nashville act into the Best New Artist category now and then.
But in recent years Nashville hasn’t managed any appearances in the big categories,
and has often seen country nods go to artists like Lyle Lovett, who have virtually no
ties whatsoever to Nashville.

So how did Music Row fare this year? Well, not bad in terms of nominations,
but we’ll have to see who takes home the trophies. Lovett and fellow Texan Ray
Benson are nominated against a bunch of Nashville’s usual suspects in the Male
Country Vocal category, and either could take home the hardware. Likewise, Dolly
Parton and the late June Carter Cash could send a few of Nashville’s divas home
unhappy that evening. And wouldn't it be fun to see Pat Green win in an upset over
a bunch of country chart hits in the Country Song category? These kinds of things
have happened many times before, as people from all over the industry are voting.
Nashville hasn’t had much luck stuffing the ballot boxes on Grammy night.

Also, I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the handful of nominations given to
the late Warren Zevon for the The Wind, an album he released just before his
death in 2003. Zevon is without question one of my songwriting-heroes. I had the
pleasure of seeing him live a handful of times and many of his 20 and 25 year old
songs still thrill me as if they were new. Was he nominated simply as a result of his
death? Absolutely: Does that bother me? Not at all. He had a gift that deserves to
be heard and celebrated. So tune in February 8 and see if Zevon gets some much-
deserved recognition.

THE SLUMP CONTINUES

he final Soundscan sales figures for the record industry in 2003 are out, and

there is good news for pop music even as we are looking at some seriously bad
news for Nashville.

Apparently the threat of lawsuits for downloading music illegally may have been
just the thing needed to stop the bleeding in pop. While sales figures for the genre
have dropped significantly in recent years, the 2003 numbers showed a decline over
last year of less than 1%. Just holding steady is a major accomplishment these days.
And while it may take a few years to see if a reduction in internet piracy is the
reason for steady sales, it certainly would seem to make sense. Whatever the reason,
you can bet that a lot of folks in New York and LA are breathing easier.

Music Row, however, was not happy about the sales figures. County music sales
were down 10% in 2003 versus those of 2002 (and they would seem even worse
were it not for the fact that Billboard counted the Elvis Presley 30 #x1 Hits
compilation as a country record). In fact, the only Music Row artist to put an album
in the overall top 10 for sales in 2003 was Toby Keith. One industry analyst was
quoted in our local daily paper as saying, “I think we’re about as close to the bottom
as we’re going to get.”

Harsh words indeed, considering how bad things had gotten in recent years.
However, as they always do, a number of industry types here in town are pointing
to reasons for optimism in 2004. The first thing they mention is that Kenny Chesney,
Clint Black and LeAnn Rimes all have new records during the first few months of
this year. This hardly seems reason for any Row execs to buy vacation homes to me,
but they have to find something to feel good about. It has also been noted that
Faith Hill should have a new album out this year that features a return to more of a
country sound. Her last album, Cry, tanked in comparison to her previous releases.
But since outlets such as VHr and pop radio ignored Faith this last time around,
she’s apparently going to come back to country fans with her tail between her legs.

So what will the final numbers for 2004 look like? Personally, I'm not very
optimistic. I don’t see artists like LeAnn Rimes or Clint Black doing a whole lot for
the industry. Chesney may sell some records, but I wouldn’t figure on more than
three million or so. And Faith Hill’s numbers will once again be limited without
having the massive exposure from pop outlets. If hers is the biggest record of this
year, I would guess that we lose another 5% in sales for 2004, proving that we
haven’t hit bottom yet.
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_ FREEFORM AMERICAN ROOTS #53

REAL MUSIC PLAYED FOR REAL PEOPLE BY REAL DJs DURING DEcemaEr 2003

~ FAR & Away
THE Best oF 2003

ALBUMS OF THE YEAR

#1 Curp TayLor & CaRRiE RobricuEz: THE TrouBLE WiTH HuMANS
(Trainwreck/Lone Star)
2 Rick Shea & Patty Booker: Our Shangri-LA (Tres Pescadores)
3 Ray Wylie Hubbard: Growl (Philo)
4 Dwight Yoakam: Population Me (Audium)
5 John Lilly: Last Chance To Dance (self)
6 Calexico: Feast of Wire (Quarterstick)
7 Rodney Crowell: Fate’s Right Hand (DMZ)
8 Wayne Hancock: Swing Time (Bloodshot)
9 Paul Burch: Fool For Love (Bloodshot)
10 Cornell Hurd Band: Live At Jovita's (Behemoth)
11 Drive By Truckers: Decoration Day (New West)
12 Marti Brom: Wise To You (Goofin’)
13 Bobby Flores: Just For The Record (Yellow Rose)
14 Greg Trooper: Floating (Sugar Hill)
15 Ronny Elliott: Hep (Blue Heart)

DEBUT ALBUM

#1 Haipen Worrorp & THE Hi-BEAMS (Hi-Beams)

2 Graham Lindsey: Famous Anonymous Wilderness (Catamount)
3 Bobby Flores: Just For The Record (Yellow Rose)
4 Eric Westbury: Burnt Tongues & Blue Truths (Barreltown)
Darrell Scott: Theatre Of The Unheard (Full Light) *JB 5 Elizabeth McQueen & The Firebrands: The Fresh Up Club (Gravitron)
Kelly Willis-& Bruce Robison: Happy Holidays (Boars Nest) *TH 6 Adrienne Young: Plow To The End Of The Row (Addie Belle)

Tom Adler: Jenny Where You Going (Coal Holler) *MF ooy | e e . ARIOUS ARTISTS /TRIBUTE ALBUM

Rosie Flores: Single Rose (Durango Rose) *AR
#1 JoN LancForD & THE PINE VALLEY CosMONAUTS:

Jack Ingram: Live At Billy Bob’s Texas (Smith Group) *WR
Albert Lee: Hearthreak o e Tue ExecutioNErs’ Last Sones Vois 2 & 3 (Bloodshot)
2 Lonesome On'ry And Mean; A Tribute To Waylon Jennings (Dualtone)

Ruthie & The Wranglers: Someday (Lasso) *MDT B
i f Alabama: Go Tell It On The Mountain (Realworld) *TG

B o et ey T AL ) 3 Livin’ Lovin’ Losin’: Songs Of The Louvin Brothers (Universal South)

4 HUAC [Hot Unsigned Americana Collection] (Catamount)

Richard Fontaine: Post To Wire (El Cortez) *0S
he Mavericks (Sanctuary) *TS
The Mayerel Canct il 5 Shout, Sister, Shout; A Tribute To Sister Rosetta Tharpe (MC)
6 Just Because I Am A Woman; Songs Of Dolly Parton (Sugar Hill)

An American Starlet: The Duchess Of Hazard (Starlet’s Web) *MD
Blackstone Valley Sinners: The Cold Hard Truth About Christmas (Valley) *3RC :
Cave Catt Sammy: Whiskey And The Devil (Rubric) *BC ' REISSUE HISTORIC ALBUM
Richard Dobson: A River Will Do (Brambus) *DJ #1 Tue SunpowNERS: CHICAGO CoUNTRY LEGENDS (Bloodshot)
Charlotte Greig: Winter Woods (Harmonium) *KG 2 Willie Nelson: Crazy; The Demo Sessions (Sugar Hill)
The Hunger Mountain Boys : Fashioned In The Old Way (self) *BR 4 Waylon Jennings: Waylon Live; The Expanded Edition (BMG)
Duane Jarvis: Delicious (Slewfoot) *CD 5 Bill Neeley: Austin’s Original Singer-Songwriter (Lost Art)
Delbert McClinton: Live (New West) *CM .
Davis Raines: Parts Unknown (Shell Point) *CL : FEMALE ARTIST

: ) #1 Marti BroM
Chris Scruggs: Honky Tonkin’ Lifestyle (DIY) *MT
Michael Smith & Jamie O'Reilly: The Gift Of The Magi (Bird Avenue) *MR 4G el etAlirey Avld~ 6 AnEaTeniin
VA: Cold Mountain (Columbia) *ST MALE ARTIST

2 Ray Wylie Hubbard 3 John Lilly

4 Paul Burch 5 Dwight Yoakam 6 Bobby Flores

#1 Rick SHeA & Parry Booker: Our SHANGRI-LA
(Tres Pescadores) *B&C/*CP/*DB/*EW/*MM/*PP/*TA

The Sundowners: Chicago Country Legends (Bloodshot Revival) *DC/*JZ/*SH

Paul Burch: Fool For Love (Bloodshot) *TW

Lauren Sheehan: Some 0ld Lonesome Day (self) *JH/*SMJ/*TF

Graham Lindsey: Famous Anonymous Wilderness (Catamount) *JCS/*SJ/*TO

Chris Stuart & Backcountry: Saints & Strangers (Backcountry) *EB/*FW

Johnny Cash: Unearthed (American/Lost Highway) *MB/*RC/*RH

Jerry Sires Band: You're Gonna Be Cold (self)

Eric Westbury: Burnt Tongues & Blue Truths (Barreltown) *FM

John Lilly: Last Chance To Dance (self) *DWT

Anna Fermin's Trigger Gospel: Oh, The Stories We Hold (Undertow) *GS/*TJ

Marti Brom: Wise To You (Goofin") *RMS

Merle Haggard: Like Never Before (Hag) *DT/*S&D

Wanda Jackson: Heart Trouble (CMH) *DP

Bottle Rockets: Blue Sky (Sanctuary)

VA: Livin’ Lovin” Losin’; Songs Of The Louvin Brothers (Universal) *LG

David Childers & The Modern Don Juans: Room #23 (Silver Meteor) *RE

Billy Joe Shaver: Try And Try Again (Compadre) *MA/*T&L

Robert Earl Keen: Farm Fresh Onions (Koch) *LW/*TT

Hot Club Of Cowtown: Continental Stomp (Hightone)

Mercy Brothers: Strange Adventure (Gibraltar) *DA

Deke Dickerson: Mr Entertainment (Rock & Roll Inc) *RS

Chris Knight: The Jealous Kind (Dualtone) *FS

Steve Earle: Just An American Boy (Artemis) *DY

=R 000Ny W

Roger Creager: Long Way To Mexico (Dualtone) *RR
Caroline Herring: Wellspring (Blue Corn) *NA 3 Freda & The Firedogs (Plug)
Lafayette Rhythm Devils: Pray For Us (Z'Affaire) *JF 6 Thomas Fraser: Long Gone Lonesome Blues (Nel)
Dan Reeder (Oh Boy) *SC
2 Carrie Rodriguez 3 Lucinda Williams
Ove Stgylen: Dusty Boots (KS) *RW
#1 Jounny CasH

Compact Discs

Records » Video
WATERLOO

10-11 Mon- Sat 12-11 Sun

www.waterloorecords.com
(512)474.2500

WHERE MUSIC STILL MATTERS

*XX = DJ’s Album of the Month

FREEFORM AMERICAN ROOTS is compiled from reports provided by 127
freeform DJs in the US, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Europe and Uruguay.

More information can be found at www.accd.edu/tcmn/far.

600-A North Lamar Austin, TX 78703

~ SONGWRITER

#1 Cuip TaYLOR

2 Ray Wylie Hubbard 3 Rodney Crowell
4 Tom Russell 5 Paul Burch 6 Ronny Elliott

_BEST IN THE INDUSTRY

#1 BroopsHOT RECORDS/SCOTT SCHAEFER
2 Gurf Morlix 3 Lloyd Maines
4 Sugar Hill Records/Lynn Lancaster
5 Catamount Records/Paige La Grone
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i ) ‘ Catamount
Gﬁ’ﬁfl/ﬂjﬂ/’[ G,,gr*f-i:g' Collective

!

e e Presents

The Hot Unsigned
‘ (& Unsung)
30 o ..J Americana
Compilation
Featuring 18 tasty
tracks from artists
including:
Mary Alice Wood
The Coming Grass
The Hackensaw Boys
Hayseed
Two Cow Garage
Dennis Jay
Jo Serrapere
Starlings TN
Letterpress Opry
Lucky 57
-~ Kate & The Retreads

CATAMOUNT, 80&’”-!/006‘/”6’ ms HIGHER GROUND
FOR 1CONOCLASTIC ROOTS MUSIC SINCE 1999

NOT AVAILABLE IN STORES!

A great stocking stuffer, this
limited edition collectible disc
is ONLY available to the
discerning readers of 3CM!
To get yours while supplies last,
send $5 to:
CATAMOUNT (3CM HUAC offer)
Box 330578, Nashville TN 37203

www.catamountco.com

now
available...
the brand new
release from

OH, THE STORIES WE HOLD

another fine release fmm undertow :rec(:rds

“loh, the stories we hold] shimmers
with positively ethereal beauty.”
—John Conquest, 3rd Coast Music
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237 W Mandalay Dr, San Antonio, TX 78212, USA
210/820-3748 - john@3rdcoastmusic.com
publisher/editor - John Conquest
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REVIEWS CODE
RHE® Killer
& EH What's not to like?
&% Must try harder
&% Why did they bother?
# Piss on this noise
? I don't get it

R.I.P. GARY STEWART

S ome of you may be too young to remember this, and may find it hard to believe,

FARM

Friends of
American
Roots Music

but there was a time, not all that long ago, when major labels put out some

really great honky tonk music. You can almost put a date on when that ended—
Lee Clayton was at Capitol from 1973 to 1981, Gene Watson and Jessi Colter both
from 1975 to 1981, Joe Ely’s first stint at MCA, with the real Joe Ely Band, was from
1977 to 1981 and Gary Stewart, lasting only a year longer desplte bemg far more
successful, was with RCA from 1975 to 1982.

~Born May 28th, 1945, in Letcher County, KY, Stewart Was Palsed’m Forf Piéi‘dé %

FL, which remamed his home base until Tuesday, December 16th, when he shot
hlmself shortly after his wife of 43 years died. Working in an alrplane factory and
singing in local bars, he started writing and pitching songs in the late 60s, catching
the attention of Mel Tillis and Jerry Bradley. He moved to Nashville and though his
recordings on small labels went nowhere and he was playing piano in Charlie’s Pride’s
Plainsmen, his songs were cut by Stonewall Jackson, Billy Walker, Cal Smith, Nat
Stuckey, Jim Ed Brown and others, and he could well have flourished simply as a
songwriter—at one point in 1971, four songs in the country Top 10 were his work.
However, on becoming RCA’s Nashville VP, Bradley signed Stewart and in 1973
released his single, Drinkin’ Thing, which initially flopped but, when reissued in
1974, hit the Top Ten.

In 1975 Stewart and RCA unleashed one of the greatest country albums ever
made, Out Of Hand, which yielded the #1 hit single She's Actin’ Single (I'm Drinkin’
Doubles). Stewart made six more albums for RCA, none of which rose to the same
heights, artistically or in the record stores, though Your Place Or Mine came
close. However, one of his early singles was Ramblin’ Man, the Allman Brothers,’
not Hank Williams,’ and he graphically illustrated his dual allegiances with Cactus
And A Rose, which, featuring members of the Allman Brothers and Bonnie
Bramlett, unfortunately provided proof positive that there wasn’t much call for a
honky tonk/Southern rock fusion.

Perhaps trying to turn Stewart’s reputation for drug abuse and hard drinking
excess to some advantage, RCA then teamed him up with another notorious lush,
Dean Dillon, for two dreadful good ol’ boozing country boys albums which, as one
writer put it, “made the redneck rowdiness of Hank Williams Jr sound philosophical
by comparison,” after which they cut him loose. Returning to Fort Pierce, Stewart
reemerged in 1988, clean and sober but with enough of the same high energy, on
Hightone, with whom he made three albums. Indeed, his last album, Live At Billy
Bob’s Texas (Smith Music Group ®&&®), recorded in 2003 and released not long
before his death, demonstrates that, almost 30 years after his glory days, he could
still outsing not just his contemporaries but pretty much any honky tonk singer you
care to name.

Today the epithet “too country for rock, too rock for country” is all too often
worn as smug, self-congratulatory badge of pride, but Gary Stewart, its poster boy;
was one of the first to discover, the hard way, that it was a recipe for commercial
disaster. With his huge, vibrato-laden tenor, which sounds like a cross between
Hank Williams lonesome and Jerry Lee Lewis fire and brimstone, he made one of
the truly classic country albums, and even his lesser work was better than anything
that’s come out of Nashville since 1981. JC

THE SUNDOWNERS
CHicaco COUNTRY LEGENDS

(Bloodshot Revival &&®.5)

ing Alfonso X once said “Had I been present at the creation of the world I
- would have proposed some improvements,” however, as honky tonks and
ountry music weren't real big in 13th century Spain, I doubt El Sabio would
have tabled my suggestion—not just a good saloon in every single town but a good
country band in every one of them. From the reactions of visiting friends and touring
musicians, it’s clear that bars like Casbeers are as rare as bands like The Starline
Rhythm Boys, so if you've ever been lucky enough to hit the combo, for instance
getting to see Don Walser & The Pure Texas Band any Monday night at Henry’s,
well, all T can say is that the Good Lord must have taken a liking to you. As he did
to people who got to Barney’s Ringside Ranch, aka Bar Double RR, in downtown

Chicago, where The Sundowners played most every night for almost 30 years.

Reminiscent Chicagoans provide some interesting parallels between the two
joints. Bloodshot Records’ Rob Miller echoed the famous graffito, ‘I dreamed I
went to Heaven. It wasn’t as good as Henry’s.” “The first time I visited Chicago, a
friend said “You've got to see this place.” We walked down the stairs and it was like
walking into a home you didn’t even know you'd been missing. The Sundowners
played all night, the beer was cold and it seemed like heaven.” Another Bloodshot
founder, Eric Babcock, recalls an analogue to Henry’s wildly diverse but amicable
crowd. “White collar Loop-cubicle escapees, curiosity seeking college kids, slumming
suburbanites, indie rock dilettantes and, of course, all species of displaced country
mice looking to reconnect. The magic trick was The Sundowners' capacity to make
all these disparate factions feel equally at home.”

And like Don Walser & The Pure Texas Band, lead guitarist Don Walls, acoustic
rhythm guitarist Bob Boyd, and bassplayer Curt Delaney didn’t just play standards,
they set and shared them. As John T Rice, who produced this album and put a band
together for Don when he first visited Chicago, says, “Walser and The Sundowners
had the same goal, to help create the next generation of the Country Tradition.”

“If you wanted to play music, they wanted to play it with you. If you were a
musician, it was almost mandatory that you joined them onstage. The band provided
an excellent training ground for young country musicians;’ every new apprentice
walked away with a clearer concept of ‘taste’ and ‘repertoire.” The most important

thing musicians learned on their stage was to be flexible and willing to learn new
material on the spot. Regular jam sessions allowed younger players to meet and

form bands of their own.’

A notable beneficiary of Sundowners largesse was Jon Langford. “On The
Mekons’ first tour of the States, we stumble into the Double RR and Bob Boyd
invites us up to play a few numbers!!! Don Walls stays and plays with us, his beautiful
fluid guitar lines acting like a powerful glue to hold us together and pass our racket
off as something the regulars can tolerate. He smiles encouragingly and doesn’t
seem alarmed by how crap we are. Maybe he recognizes some kindred spirit, maybe
we’re all just smashed. When I moved to Chicago, they'd always asked me up to
play, which was flattering, scary and ultimately educational. Getting onstage and
singing with The Sundowners in front of a crowd of miean and inebriated genume
Americans meant tangible vindication, a rite of passage.”

Originally Curley Coldiron’s Circle C Boys, Walls, from Logan, W Virginia,
Boyd, from Chattanooga, TN, and Delaney, from Albany, GA, became The
Sundowners (from the Robert Mitchum movie, right there what’s not to like?) when
Coldiron retired in 1959, taking over his residency and playing at the same club,
though it moved from N Clark to W Madison to W Randolph, four or five nights
a week until 1989 when, just like Henry’s, the Double RR lost its lease and the
building was razed. Walls suffered a debilitating stroke in the early 9os, Delaney
died in 1997 and Boyd in 2000.

Until now there was little, apart from rare Circle C 45s and an LP (of songs by
Chicago songwriters), to show for the trio’s long reign as kings of Chicago country.
Bloodshot featured Rockin’ Spot and You Don’t Know What Lonesome Is on their 1994
compilation For A Life Of Sin and 7oz Dooley on The Executioner’s Last Songs
Vol 3, while Boyd sang Hang Your Head In Shame and dueted Stay A Little Longer with
Neko Case on Langford’s Salute The Majesty Of Bob Wills project. However,
Rice assembled live tapes dating from 1960 to 1971, plus a 1988 recording of Robbie
Fulks’ Cigarette State, for this 24 track retrospective, which showcases the group’s
versatility, juxtaposing Johnny Bond, Webb Pierce, Merle Haggard, Osborne
Brothers, Pee Wee King, Mary Robbins, Don Gibson, Conway Twitty and Speedy
West with Nat King Cole, Johnny Mercer, Teddy Randazzo, Bobby Darin and George
Harrison. Highlights are Dave Kirby’s Sidewalks Of Chicago and Liz Anderson’s Guess
My Eyes Were Bigger Than My Heart, but the entire album will make you wish you'd
got to hang out at the Double RR just once.

Fifteen years have passed since The Sundowners last played, but their influence
lives on. When Rob Miller says, “In a very real way, Bloodshot would not have been
hatched if it weren’t for them. It’s kind of their fault,” he places them as godfathers
of an entire generation of country musicians, insurgent, alternative and real, coast
to coast. JjC
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Every WEDNESDAY
Jam with Claude ‘Butch’ Morgan
Fri 2nd ¢ Ruben V
Sat 3rd ¢ Claude Morgan & The HIX
Tue 6th ¢ The El Orbitz
« -Thu 8th e Elvis Presley’s Birthday show
- w/Beau Sample, Kevin Geil & more
Fri 9th « Omar & The Howlers
Sat 10th e Chubby Carrier
& The Bayou Swamp Band

( cnt AND IAR

Sat 10th RAY WYLIE HUBBARD

Wed 14th REV. BILLY C WIRTZ Thu 15th KACY CROWLEY
Fri 16tth ED MILLER + Sarah Dinan Band

Sat 17th EDDIE FROM OHIO Wed 21st HAMMELL ON TRIAL
Thu 22nd CAROLINE HERRING Fri 23rd ELIZA GILKYSON
Sat 24th ROBBIE FULKS Fri 30th THE MOSQUITOES

24th & Guadalupe ¢ 475-6515

HONKY TONK MUSIC?
WE'VE GOT IT!

REAL COUNTRY, TEXAS SWING, COWBOY
SHUFFLES ON HARD TO FIND INDIES
www.Honkytonkin.com
secure online ordering , fast worldwide shipping
dealers inquire 903-664-3741
Catalogue: RR1 Box 172C, Telephone TX 75468
info@honkytonkin.com

RETReVOGUE
& RELICS

2024 South Lamar, Austin, TX ¢ Phone No. 512/442-4446

Thu 15th e Eric Hisaw
Fri 16th  Susan Gibson
Sat 17th e Sisters Morales
Sun 18th ¢ Gospel Brunch
Miss Neesie & The Earfood Gospel Orchestra
noon-3pm, $10 inc brunch
Tue 20th ¢ Songwriters Open Mic
w/Kim McKenzie & Glenn Allan
| ~ Thu 22nd ¢ Patrice Pike
Fri 23rd » Miss Neesie & The Earfood Orchestra
Sat 24th ¢ Caroline Herring
Tue 27th Chrissy Flatt
Thu 29th  Songwriters in the Round:
Luke Olson, Ron Knuth, Geronimo Trevino lll
Fri 30th e Shelley King
Sat 31st » TBA

www.casbeers.com

THE SUNDOWNERS ‘Chicago Country Legends’

Holding court in Chicago honky

tonks from 1959 to-1989, and ¢
influenced by groups like the |
Sons of the Pioneers, THE |*
SUNDOWNERS sang harmony as if (@
they were family. They updated &
traditional ~ cowboy har- &
monies by reworking &
Appalachian, Tin Pan Alley and
Western melodies for an urban (i
audience. Bound to strike a LR
chord with anyone who likes any |
kind of music. BS 809 $12

PAUL BURCH ‘Fool for Love’

deftly infused with inventive rhythms,
beguiling colors and textures and the
subdued operatic qualities of a latter
day Orbison. BS 103 $12

BLODDS

Contact us for a free catalog. :
BLOODSHOT RECORDS 3039_W. Irving Park Rd., Chicago, IL 60618 www.bloodshotrecords.com
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TMRU BESTSELLER!!! THE EL ORBITS' “HOLIDAY ALBUM"

ROUND-UP

4™ YOUR INDEPENDENT TEXAS MUSIC SUPERSTORE Buy 5 CDs for $10 each!

'ﬂF_TEXAS MUSIC HITTERS HAVE

T0 BE HEARD'TO BE BEI.IEVEI] TRULY AN ASSEMBLAGE THAT'S
A DREAM BAHI] THE KILLER MUSIC FLOWS LIKE WATER."
- MIDWEST RECORD RECAP -

Mhgae

- FEATURING
REDD VOLKAERT
EARL POOLE BALL
CINDY CASHDOLLAR
“SARAH BROWN
BOBBY ARNOLD
7 ION HAHN
WITH SPECIAL GUEST™
AUGIE MEYERS

IND OF UNI]ER-THE-RAI]AR COUNTRY
RENEWS ONE'S FAITH IN THE INDIE
IN PARTICULAR."

~ SLIPCUE.COM

:
4
¥

z

Qb *
. #¢ TEXAS WORLD RECORDS
cog9 210 Barton Springs Road, Suite 550, Austin, Texas 78704 512-615-2412

Nancy Apple is a Memphis & e BESE!’!T!T! EDTS

treasure wha lends both humor
and poignancy to just about all | STEPHEN BRUTON JON DEE GRAHAM
she plays and sings. On “Shoulda| JUD NEWCOMB BRUCE HUGHES

Lied About That, " Apple and co- /
producer Keith Sykes play up the| 5 J_OHN SHIEM
pop sensibilities that also reside
in her novel honky-tonk world.
— Bill Ellis, The Commercial Appeal

Apple’s fizzy, twangy voice and
classically crafted songwriting
is reminiscent of another roots-
music goddess, Amy Righy.
You've got to love a country
& folk song that references rapper
Ton Loc.

— Chris Herrington, The Memphis Flyer

Nancy Apple is the reigning
queen of Memphis country.
— Chris Davis, The Memphis Flyer

Country music for the common
man... kicking country standards
clean out of the studio, and
Nancy Apple is as country as Cash, as rockin’  rewriting the way a country
as Carl, and bygod as bold as Flvis. " song is written.

— Nightflying Magazine, Little Rock, AR — Rikk Matheson, Rikksreviews.com

SHOULDA LIED ABOUT THAT

for more information:
www.NancyApple.com www.RingoRecords.net wuww. theresentments.con

TMRU CD Sampler Vol. 3 - 18 tracks FREE w/ORDER WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!!!

CDs are S15 each OR 5 for $10 each. U.S. GROUND please include $1.75 P&H. for 1st item, .50 for each additional item. CANADA/MEXICO please include $2.25 for 1st item, $1.00 for each additional item.
EUROPE/U.K. AIR please include $6.00 for 1st item, $1.75 for each additional item. ALL OTHER AIR (ASIA, AUSTRALIA, ETC.) please include $6.00 for Ist item, $2.00 for each additional item. For UPS
shipping, please order online orcall. Texas residents please add 8.25% Sales Tax. Make checks payable to TEXAS MUSIC ROUND-UP. Send Check, Money Order, or Credit Card (MC/VISA/AMEX) info to:
TEXAS MUSIC ROUND-UP .P.O. Box 49884 Austin, TX 78765-9884 512.480.0765 512.499.0207 (FAX) info@texasmusicroundup.com  www.texasmusicroundup.com -

order online at www.texasmusicroundup.com



http://www.NancyApple.comwww.RingoRecords.net
mailto:info@texasmusicroundup.com
http://www.texasmusicroundup.com
http://www.texasrnusicroundup.com

JOHN THE REVEALATOR

y now, you're probably sick to death of ‘Best Of 2003’ lists but who am I to
buck a venerable media tradition? Anyway, this is my and the FAR team’s
chance to give some recognition to the people who won’t get much anyplace

else. Also, this is as close as I come to taking a vacation, so get over it.
Before we get listing, if you don’t have a wall calendar yet, or even if you do,
Cheapo Discs, Austin, have a great one of retro cheesecake pix by George Brainard,
featuring our very own Ms Marti Brom as Miss May. Try www.cheapotexas.com.

JC’s BEST OF 2003

ALBUMS OF THE YEAR

1 Anns Fermin’s Trigger Gospel: Oh, The Stories We Hold (Undertow)
2 Chip Taylor & Carrie Rodriguez: The Trouble With Humans (TMG)
3 Ray Wylie Hubbard: Growl (Philo)

4 Ronny Elliott: Hep (Blue Heart)

5 Marti Brom: Wise To You (Goofin')

6 Jo Serrapere & The Willy Dunns: Tonight AtJohnny s Speakeasy

(Detroit Radio)
DEBUT ALBUMS
1 Halden Wofford & The Hi-Beams (Hi-Beams)
2 Eric Westbury: Burnt Tongues & Blue Truths (Barreltown)
3 Graham Lindsey: Famous Anonymous Wilderness (Catamount)

VA/TRIBUTE ALBUM

1 HUAC [Hot Unsigned Americana Compilation} (Catamount)
2 Jon Langford & The Pine Valley Cosmonauts:

The Executioner’s Last Songs Vols 2 & 3 (Bloodshot)
3 Lonesome, Ornry & Mean; A Tribute To Waylon Jennings (Dualtone)

REISSUE/HISTORIC ALBUM

1 Bill Neely: Austin’s Original Singer-Songwriter (Lost Art)
2 Thomas Fraser: Long Gone Lonesome Blues (Nel Music)
3 The Sundowners: Chicago Country Legends (Bloodshot Revival)

FEMALE ARTIST
2 Anna Fermin 3 Marti Brom
MALE ARTIST
2 John Lilly 3 Howard Kalish
SONGWRITER
2 Anna Fermin 3 Ronny Elliott
BEST IN THE INDUSTRY
2 Henry Horenstein 3 Catamount Records

LOOSE DIAMONDS

A DJ’s PrIvATE STASH, #1 PROFESSOR PURPLE

Flrst time I met legendary British DJ Charlie Gillett, I thanked him for turning
me on to what is still an all-time favorite album, the eponymous Bobby Charles,
and he told me that I was the missing piece and he now knew personally everybody
in the UK who’d bought a copy. He'd played it over and over, reviewed it everywhere
he could and talked it up endlessly but at the end of the day this masterpiece had
sold a few hundred copies nationwide.

A sobering thought for any writer or DJ, but most all of us have been there,
going evangelical over albums that knock us sideways but which, inexplicably as far
as we're concerned, simply fail to click. When Richard Schwartz, aka Professor
Purple, host of Amarillo Highway, KZMU, Moab, UT, suggested something along
‘the lines of Albums I wish I could have got more people to buy’ as a FAR & Away
category, I dismissed the notion out of hand because it would have meant running
a staggeringly long list of obscure records (trust me on this, I know my guys).

Still, the idea resonated for obvious reasons, so, replacing the sporadic FAR Df
Of The Month dealie, this will be a regular spot where FAR DJs will get another
chance to beat the drum for their neglected faves (* means still available). And
Richard gets to kick it off. Professor Purple says, check ’em out:

Catherine Britt: Dusty Smiles And Heartbreak Cures (ABC {Australia]) *

Cow: Feeding Time (Trikont {Germany}) *

Patsy Montana & The Prairie Ramblers: The Very Early Patsy Montana
(Cattle LP)

1 Carrie Rodriguez

1 Bobby Flores

1 Chip Taylor

1 Gurf Morlix

Ranch Romance: Western Dream (Ranch Hand)

The Reedy Buzzards (Self released) *

Jerry Rigged: Piano (Self released) *

Mingo Saldivar: The Dancing Cowboy Sings Country (Hacienda) *
Sidesaddle & Co: The Girl From The Red Rose Saloon (Faultline) *
Joe West & The Sinners: Jamie Was A Boozer (Frogyille) *

CHARLES EARLE’s B-Sides

A BLIP ON THE RADAR

Formerly All Over the List of Nominees,
Music Row is Now Scarce on Night

ecember is a boring month in the music business for Nashville. It always

has been. I remember my days of working on Music Row, when it was a

long, tedious exercise in receiving tour sweatshirts and food platters from
artists we represented. Other than the guys working putrid Christmas albums and
‘best of’ compilations, most folks in the industry are twiddling their thumbs.

However, due to the fact that the 2004 Grammy telecast has been moved up a
few weeks to the beginning of February, Music Row got an early Christmas gift in
the form of the nominees list. Believe me, these folks have gotten better gifts in
their day. All you need to know in order to get the picture is that Rlcky Scaggs was
the Nashville’s most nominated artist. Ouch!

It hasn’t been that long ago since Music Row was getting artists in the major
categories on Grammy night. Faith Hill, Shania Twain and the like earned
nominations for Album of the Year, Best Pop Female Vocal Performance, etc... We
also used to get a Nashville act into the Best New Artist category now and then.
But in recent years Nashville hasn’t managed any appearances in the big categories,
and has often seen country nods go to artists like Lyle Lovett, who have virtually no
ties whatsoever to Nashville.

So how did Music Row fare this year? Well, not bad in terms of nominations,
but we’ll have to see who takes home the trophies. Lovett and fellow Texan Ray
Benson are nominated against a bunch of Nashville’s usual suspects in the Male
Country Vocal category, and either could take home the hardware. Likewise, Dolly
Parton and the late June Carter Cash could send a few of Nashville’s divas home
unhappy that evening. And wouldn't it be fun to see Pat Green win in an upset over
a bunch of country chart hits in the Country Song category? These kinds of things
have happened many times before, as people from all over the industry are voting.
Nashville hasn’t had much luck stuffing the ballot boxes on Grammy night.

Also, I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the handful of nominations given to

the late Warren Zevon for the The Wind, an album he released just before his

death in 2003. Zevon is without question one of my songwriting heroes. I had the
pleasure of seeing him live a handful of times and many of his 20 and 25 year old
songs still thrill me as if they were new. Was he nominated simply as a result of his
death? Absolutely. Does that bother me? Not at all. He had a gift that deserves to
be heard and celebrated. So tune in February 8 and see if Zevon gets some much-
deserved recognition.

THE SLUMP CONTINUES

he final Soundscan sales figures for the record industry in 2003 are out, and

there is good news for pop music even as we are looking at some seriously bad
news for Nashville.

Apparently the threat of lawsuits for downloading music illegally may have been
just the thing needed to stop the bleeding in pop. While sales figures for the genre
have dropped significantly in recent years, the 2003 numbers showed a decline over
last year of less than 1%. Just holding steady is a major accomplishment these days.
And while it may take a few years to see if a reduction in internet piracy is the
reason for steady sales, it certainly would seem to make sense. Whatever the reason,
you can bet that a lot of folks in New York and LA are breathing easier.

Music Row, however, was not happy about the sales figures. County music sales
were down 10% in 2003 versus those of 2002 (and they would seem even worse
were it not for the fact that Billboard counted the Elvis Presley 30 #1 Hits
compllatlon as a country record). In fact, the only Music Row artist to put an album
in the overall top 10 for sales in 2003 was Toby Keith. One industry analyst was
quoted in our local daily paper as saying, “I think we’re about as close to the bottom
as we’re going to get.”

Harsh words indeed, considering how bad things had gotten in recent years.
However, as they always do, a number of industry types here in town are pointing
to reasons for optimism in 2004. The first thing they mention is that Kenny Chesney,
Clint Black and LeAnn Rimes all have new records during the first few months of
this year. This hardly seems reason for any Row execs to buy vacation homes to me,
but they have to find something to feel good about. It has also been noted that
Faith Hill should have a new album out this year that features a return to more of a
country sound. Her last album, Cry, tanked in comparison to her previous releases.
But since outlets such as VHi and pop radio ignored Faith this last time around,
she’s apparently going to come back to country fans with her tail between her legs.

So what will the final numbers for 2004 look like? Personally, I'm not very
optimistic. I don’t see artists like LeAnn Rimes or Clint Black doing a whole lot for
the industry. Chesney may sell some records, but I wouldn’t figure on more than
three million or so. And Faith Hill’s numbers will once again be limited without
having the massive exposure from pop outlets. If hers is the biggest record of this
year, I would guess that we lose another 5% in sales for 2004, proving that we
haven’t hit bottom yet.
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Collectibles

Largest selection
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Blue Suede News

"WHouse Organ of the Church of Rock 'n' Roll!
We cover Amerian Roots Music!
$20/4 issues 1st class mail in U.S.
$14 by bulk mail
$21 Can/$24 Europe/$25 Aus/Jap - air
Sample copy $5in U.S.,
VISA/MC/AMEX/Paypal
www.bluesuedenews.com
BOX 25, Duvall, WA 98019-0025

‘MUSIC FOR THOSE OF US WHO NEVER JOINED UP’

e

MAK'S ROADHOUSE
LAGRANGE TX
(279) 968-9600
SATURDAY JANUARY J, 2004
8:30 - 12:30 PM

MOMO'S
618 W, 6TH ST, 200
AUSTIN TX
WEDMESDAY JANUARY 7, 2004
8-9 PM (OME SET ONLY)

WWW.EDGECITYTX.COM

. &The Crazy Kings | |

Figment Studios

Recording Your Imagination

512-419-0193 www.figmentstudios.net

— Austin

Musicalternatives eNewsletter free every week
covering Americana music in South Central Texas.

On the web site find a music guide, links to bands,
venues & clubs, Americana Internet Radio, news,
and other resources including reviews, photos & more.

hitp://www.AustinAmericana.com

—
U int

Call us today!

RECORDING ~ STUDIOR

512.476.7009
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- FREEFORM AMERICAN ROOTS #53

REAL MUSIC PLAYED FOR REAL PEOPLE BY REAL DJS DURING DECEMBER 2003

#1 Rick SHEA & PatTy BoOokER: OUR SHANGRI-LA
(Tres Pescadores) *B&C/*CP/*DB/*EW/*MM/*PP/*TA

The Sundowners: Chicago Country Legends (Bloodshot Revival) *DC/*JZ/*SH

Paul Burch: Fool For Love (Bloodshot) *TW

Lauren Sheehan: Some 0ld Lonesome Day (self) *JH/*SMJ/*TE

Graham Lindsey: Famous Anonymous Wilderness (Catamount) *JCS/*SJ/*TO
Chris Stuart & Backcountry: Saints & Strangers (Backcountry) *EB/*FW
Johnny Cash: Unearthed (American/Lost Highway) *MB/*RC/*RH

Jerry Sires Band: You're Gonna Be Cold (self)

Eric Westbury: Burnt Tongues & Blue Truths (Barreltown) *FM

John Lilly: Last Chance To Dance (self) *DWT

Anna Fermin's Trigger Gospel: Oh, The Stories We Hold (Undertow) *GS/*TJ
Marti Brom: Wise To You (Goofin’) *RMS

Merle Haggard: Like Never Before (Hag) *DT/*S&D

Wanda Jackson: Heart Trouble (CMH) *DP

Bottle Rockets: Blue Sky (Sanctuary)

VA: Livin’ Lovin” Losin’; Songs Of The Louvin Brothers (Universal) *LG
David Childers & The Modern Don Juans: Room #23 (Silver Meteor) *RE
Billy Joe Shaver: Try And Try Again (Compadre) *MA/*T&L

Robert Earl Keen: Farm Fresh Onions (Koch) *LW/*TT

Hot Club Of Cowtown: Continental Stomp (Hightone)

Mercy Brothers: Strange Adventure (Gibraltar) *DA

Deke Dickerson: Mr Entertainment (Rock & Roll Inc) *RS

Chris Knight: The Jealous Kind (Dualtone) *FS

Steve Earle: Just An American Boy (Artemis) *DY

Darrell Scott: Theatre Of The Unheard (Full Light) *JB

Kelly Willis-& Bruce Robison: Happy Holidays (Boars Nest) *TH

Tom Adler: Jenny Where You Going (Coal Holler) *MF

Rosie Flores: Single Rose (Durango Rose) *AR

Jack Ingram: Live At Billy Bob’s Texas (Smith Group) *WR

Albert Lee: Heartbreak Hill (Sugar Hill) *KD

Ruthie & The Wranglers: Someday (Lasso) *MDT : ;
Blind Boys of Alabama: Go Tell It On The Mountain (Realworld) *TG

Richard Fontaine: Post To Wire (EL Cortez) *0S

The Mavericks (Sanctuary) *TS

An American Starlet: The Duchess Of Hazard (Starlet’s Web) *MD

Blackstone Valley Sinners: The Cold Hard Truth About Christmas (Valley) *3RC
Cave Catt Sammy: Whiskey And The Devil (Rubric) *BC

Roger Creager: Long Way To Mexico (Dualtone) *RR

Richard Dobson: A River Will Do (Brambus) *DJ

Charlotte Greig: Winter Woods (Harmonium) *KG

Caroline Herring: Wellspring (Blue Corn) *NA

The Hunger Mountain Boys : Fashioned In The Old Way (self) *BR
Duane Jarvis: Delicious (Slewfoot) *CD

Lafayette Rhythm Devils: Pray For Us (Z'Affaire) *JF

Delbert McClinton: Live (New West) *CM

Davis Raines: Parts Unknown (Shell Point) *CL

Dan Reeder (Oh Boy) *SC

Chris Scruggs: Honky Tonkin’ Lifestyle (DIY) *MT

Michael Smith & Jamie O'Reilly: The Gift Of The Magi (Bird Avenue) *MR
Ove Stgylen: Dusty Boots (KS) *RW

VA: Cold Mountain (Columbia) *ST

COpact Discs

WATERLOO Records » Video

10-11 Mon- Sat 12-11 Sun
600-A North Lamar Austin, TX 78703
www.waterloorecords.com
(512)474.2500

WHERE MUSIC STILL MATTERS

*XX = DJ’s Album of the Month

. ,-FAR_SI'WAY |
THE Best oF 2003

ALBUMS OF THE YEAR

#1 Curp TavLor & CarriE Ropricuez: THE TRouBLE WiTH HuMANs
(Trainwreck/Lone Star)
2 Rick Shea & Patty Booker: Our Shangri-LA (Tres Pescadores)
3 Ray Wylie Hubbard: Growl (Philo)
4 Dwight Yoakam: Population Me (Audium)
5 John Lilly: Last Chance To Dance (self)
6 Calexico: Feast of Wire (Quarterstick)
7 Rodney Crowell: Fate’s Right Hand (DMZ)
8 Wayne Hancock: Swing Time (Bloodshot)
9 Paul Burch: Fool For Love (Bloodshot)
10 Cornell Hurd Band: Live At Jovita's (Behemoth)
11 Drive By Truckers: Decoration Day (New West)
, 12 Marti Brom: Wise To You (Goofin’)
.13 Bobby Flores: Just For The Record (Yellow Rose)
14 Greg Trooper: Floating (Sugar Hill)
15 Ronny Elliott: Hep (Blue Heart)

DEBUT ALBUM

#1 HaLpEN Worrorp & THE Hi-BEAMS (Hi-Beams)

2 Graham Lindsey: Famous Anonymous Wilderness (Catamount)
3 Bobby Flores: Just For The Record (Yellow Rose)
4 Eric Westbury: Burnt Tongues & Blue Truths (Barreltown)
5 Elizabeth McQueen & The Firebrands: The Fresh Up Club (Gravitron)
6 Adrienne Young: Plow To The End Of The Row’ (Addie Belle)

ll VARIOUS ARTISTS/TRIBUTE ALBUM

#1 Jon Lancrorp & THE PINE VALLEY CosMONAUTS:
Tre ExecuTioNErs” LAsT Sones VoLs 2 & 3 (Bloodshot)

2 Lonesome On'ry And Mean; A Tribiite To Waylon Jennings (Dualtone)
3 Livin’ Lovin’ Losin": Songs Of The Louvin Brothers (Universal South)
4 HUAC [Hot Unsigned Americana Collection] (Catamount)

5 Shout, Sister, Shout; A Tribute To Sister Rosetta Tharpe (MC)

6 Just Because I Am A Woman; Songs Of Dolly Parton (Sugar Hill)

~ REISSUE/HISTORIC ALBUM

#1 THe SuNDowNERS: CHICAGO CoUNTRY LEGENDS (Bloodshot)
2 Willie Nelson: Crazy; The Demo Sessions (Sugar Hill)
3 Freda & The Firedogs (Plug)
4 Waylon Jennings: Waylon Live; The Expanded Edition (BMG)
5 Bill Neeley: Austin’s Original Singer-Songwriter (Lost Art)
6 Thomas Fraser: Long Gone Lonesome Blues (Nel)

l  FEMALE ARTIST
#1 Marti BroM

2 Carrie Rodriguez 3 Lucinda Williams
4 Gillian Welch 5 Audrey Auld 6 Anna Fermin

MALE ARTIST

#1 Jounny CasH
2 Ray Wylie Hubbard 3 John Lilly
4 Paul Burch 5 Dwight Yoakam 6 Bobby Flores

~ SONGWRITER

#1 Cuip TavLoR
2 Ray Wylie Hubbard 3 Rodney Crowell
4 Tom Russell 5 Paul Burch 6 Ronny Elliott

_BEST IN THE INDUSTRY

#1 BroopsHoT RECORDS/SCOTT SCHAEFER
2 Gurf Morlix 3 Lloyd Maines
4 Sugar Hill Records/Lynn Lancaster

FREEFORM AMERICAN ROOTS is compiled from reports provided by 127
freeform DJs in the US, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Europe and Uruguay.
More information can be found at www.accd.edu/tcmn/far.

5 Catamount Records/Paige La Grone
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- William James IV
| Positively W. James St.

now
available...
the brand new
release from

~anna fermin’s
tnggergospel

william, James tV OH, THE STORIES WE HOLD
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&% Why did they bother?
American

# Piss on this noise
? I don't get it

R.I.P. GARY STEWART

Roots Music
B b s |
ome of you may be too young to remember this, and may find it hard to believe,
but there was a time, not all that long ago, when major labels put out some
really great honky tonk music. You can almost put a date on when that ended—
Lee Clayton was at Capitol from 1973 to 1981, Gene Watson and Jessi Colter both
from 1975 to 1981, Joe Ely’s first stint at MCA, with the real Joe Ely Band, was from
1977 to 1981 and Gary Stewart, lasting only a year longer
successful, was with RCA from 1975 to 1982. :
“Born May 28th, 1945, in Letcher County, K
FL, which remained his home base until Tuesday, December 16th, when he shot
himself, shortly after his wife of 43 years died. Working in an airplane factory and
singing in local bars, he started writing and pitching songs in the late 60s, catching
the attention of Mel Tillis and Jerry Bradley. He moved to Nashville and though his
recordings on small labels went nowhere and he was playing piano in Charlie’s Pride’s
Plainsmen, his songs were cut by Stonewall Jackson, Billy Walker, Cal Smith, Nat
Stuckey, Jim Ed Brown and others, and he could well have flourished simply as a
songwriter—at one point in 1971, four songs in the country Top 10 were his work.
However, on becoming RCA’s Nashville VP, Bradley signed Stewart and in 1973
released his single, Drinkin’ Thing, which initially flopped but, when reissued in
1974, hit the Top Ten.

In 1975 Stewart and RCA unleashed one of the greatest country albums ever
made, Out Of Hand, which yielded the #1 hit single She's Actin’ Single (I'm Drinkin’
Doubles). Stewart made six more albums for RCA, none of which rose to the same
heights, artistically or in the record stores, though Your Place Or Mine came
close. However, one of his early singles was Ramblin’ Man, the Allman Brothers,’
not Hank Williams,” and he graphically illustrated his dual allegiances with Cactus
And A Rose, which, featuring members of the Allman Brothers and Bonnie
Bramlett, unfortunately provided proof positive that there wasn’t much call for a
honky tonk/Southern rock fusion.

Perhaps trying to turn Stewart’s reputation for drug abuse and hard drinking
excess to some advantage, RCA then teamed him up with another notorious lush,
Dean Dillon, for two dreadful good ol’ boozing country boys albums which, as one
writer put it, “made the redneck rowdiness of Hank Williams Jr sound philosophical
by comparison,” after which they cut him loose. Returning to Fort Pierce, Stewart
reemerged in 1988, clean and sober but with enough of the same high energy, on
Hightone, with whom he made three albums. Indeed, his last album, Live At Billy
Bob’s Texas (Smith Music Group #&&®), recorded in 2003 and released not long
before his death, demonstrates that, almost 30 years after his glory days, he could
still outsing not just his contemporaries but pretty much any honky tonk singer you
care to name.

Today the epithet “too country for rock, too rock for country” is all too often
worn as smug, self-congratulatory badge of pride, but Gary Stewart, its poster boy,
was one of the first to discover, the hard way, that it was a recipe for commercial
disaster. With his huge, vibrato-laden tenor, which sounds like a cross between
Hank Williams lonesome and Jerry Lee Lewis fire and brimstone, he made one of
the truly classic country albums, and even his lesser work was better than anything
that’s come out of Nashville since 1981. JC

despite being far more

Y, Stewartwas faised’in Fort Pierce;

THE SUNDOWNERS
CHicaGo COuNTRY LEGENDS

(Bloodshot Revival #&&%.5)
Kng Alfonso X once said “Had I been present at the creation of the world I

would have proposed some improvements,” however, as honky tonks and

ountry music weren't real big in 13th century Spain, I doubt El Sabio would

have tabled my suggestion—not just a good saloon in every single town but a good

country band in every one of them. From the reactions of visiting friends and touring

musicians, it’s clear that bars like Casbeers are as rare as bands like The Starline

Rhythm Boys, so if you've ever been lucky enough to hit the combo, for instance

getting to see Don Walser & The Pure Texas Band any Monday night at Henry’s,

well, all T can say is that the Good Lord must have taken a liking to you. As he did

to people who got to Barney’s Ringside Ranch, aka Bar Double RR, in downtown
Chicago, where The Sundowners played most every night for almost 30 years.

Reminiscent Chicagoans provide some interesting parallels between the two
joints. Bloodshot Records’ Rob Miller echoed the famous graffito, ‘I dreamed I
went to Heaven. It wasn’t as good as Henry’s.” “The first time I visited Chicago, a
friend said “You've got to see this place.” We walked down the stairs and it was like
walking into a home you didn’t even know you'd been missing. The Sundowners
played all night, the beer was cold and it seemed like heaven.” Another Bloodshot
founder, Eric Babcock, recalls an analogue to Henry’s wildly diverse but amicable
crowd. “White collar Loop-cubicle escapees, curiosity seeking college kids, slumming
suburbanites, indie rock dilettantes and, of course, all species of displaced country
mice looking to reconnect. The magic trick was The Sundowners' capacity to make
all these disparate factions feel equally at home.”

And like Don Walser & The Pure Texas Band, lead guitarist Don Walls, acoustic
rhythm guitarist Bob Boyd, and bassplayer Curt Delaney didn’t just play standards,
they set and shared them. As John T Rice, who produced this album and put a band
together for Don when he first visited Chicago, says, “Walser and The Sundowners
had the same goal, to help create the next generation of the Country Tradition.”

“If you wanted to play music, they wanted to play it with you. If you were a
musician, it was almost mandatory that you joined them onstage. The band provided
an excellent training ground for young country musicians;every new apprentice
walked away with a clearer concept of ‘taste’ and ‘repertoire.’ The most important
thing musicians learned on their stage was to be flexible and willing to learn new
material on the spot. Regular jam sessions allowed younger players to meet and
form bands of their own.”

A notable beneficiary of Sundowners largesse was Jon Langford. “On The
Mekons’ first tour of the States, we stumble into the Double RR and Bob Boyd
invites us up to play a few numbers!!! Don Walls stays and plays with us, his beautiful
fluid guitar lines acting like a powerful glue to hold us together and pass our racket
off as something the regulars can tolerate. He smiles encouragingly and doesn’t
seem alarmed by how crap we are. Maybe he recognizes some kindred spirit, maybe
we’re all just smashed. When I moved to Chicago, they'd always asked me up to
play, which was flattering, scary and ultimately educational. Getting onstage and
singing with The Sundowners in front of a crowd of mean and inebriated genuin
Americans meant tangible vindication, a rite of passage.” :

Originally Curley Coldiron’s Circle C Boys, Walls, from Logan, W Virginia,
Boyd, from Chattanooga, TN, and Delaney, frsm Albany, GA, became The
Sundowners (from the Robert Mitchum movie, right there what’s not to like?) when
Coldiron retired in 1959, taking over his residency and playing at the same club,
though it moved from N Clark to W Madison to W Randolph, four or five nights
a week until 1989 when, just like Henry’s, the Double RR lost its lease and the
building was razed. Walls suffered a debilitating stroke in the early 9os, Delaney
died in 1997 and Boyd in 2000.

Until now there was little, apart from rare Circle C 45s and an LP (of songs by
Chicago songwriters), to show for the trio’s long reign as kings of Chicago country.
Bloodshot featured Rockin’ Spot and You Don't Know What Lonesome Is on their 1994
compilation For A Life Of Sin and 707 Dooley on The Executioner’s Last Songs
Vol 3, while Boyd sang Hang Your Head In Shame and dueted Stay A Little Longer with
Neko Case on Langford’s Salute The Majesty Of Bob Wills project. However,
Rice assembled live tapes dating from 1960 to 1971, plus a 1988 recording of Robbie
Fulks’ Cigarette State, for this 24 track retrospective, which showcases the group’s
versatility, juxtaposing Johnny Bond, Webb Pierce, Merle Haggard, Osborne
Brothers, Pee Wee King, Mary Robbins, Don Gibson, Conway Twitty and Speedy
West with Nat King Cole, Johnny Mercer, Teddy Randazzo, Bobby Darin and George
Harrison. Highlights are Dave Kirby’s Sidewalks Of Chicago and Liz Anderson’s Guess
My Eyes Were Bigger Than My Heart, but the entire album will make you wish you'd
got to hang out at the Double RR just once.

Fifteen years have passed since The Sundowners last played, but their influence
lives on. When Rob Miller says, “In a very real way, Bloodshot would not have been
hatched if it weren't for them. It’s kind of their fault,” he places them as godfathers
of an entire generation of country musicians, insurgent, alternative and real, coast
to coast. ]C
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Every WEDNESDAY
Jam with Claude ‘Butch’ Morgan
Fri 2nd ¢ Ruben V
Sat 3rd * Claude Morgan & The HIX
Tue 6th ¢ The El Orbitz

« -Thu 8th e Elvis Presley’s Birthday show

- w/Beau Sample, Kevin Geil & more

Fri 9th ¢ Omar & The Howlers

Sat 10th e Chubby Carrier
& The Bayou Swamp Band

: ( care AND IAR

Sat 10th RAY WYLIE HUBBARD
Wed 14th REV. BILLY C WIRTZ Thu 15th KACY CROWLEY
Fri 16tth ED MILLER + Sarah Dinan Band

Sat 17th EDDIE FROM OHIO Wed 21st HAMMELL ON TRIAL
Thu 22nd CAROLINE HERRING Fri 23rd ELIZA GILKYSON
Sat 24th ROBBIE FULKS Fri 30th THE MOSQUITOES

24th & Guadalupe ¢ 475-6515

HONKY TONK MUSIC?
WE'VE GOT IT!

REAL COUNTRY, TEXAS SWING, COWBOY
SHUFFLES ON HARD TO FIND INDIES
www.Honkytonkin.com
secure online ordering , fast worldwide shipping
dealers inquire 903-664-3741
Catalogue: RR1 Box 172C, Telephone TX 75468

info@honkytonkin.com

RETRVOGUE
& RELICS

2024 South Lamar, Austin, TX ¢ Phone No. 512/442-4446

" Fri 23rd ¢ Miss Neesie & The Earfood Orchestra

Thu 15th e Eric Hisaw
Fri 16th ¢ Susan Gibson
Sat 17th e Sisters Morales
Sun 18th ¢ Gospel Brunch
Miss Neesie & The Earfood Gospel Orchestra
- noon-3pm, $10 inc brunch
Tue 20th e Songwriters Open Mic
w/Kim McKenzie & Glenn Allan
Thu 22nd e Patrice Pike

Sat 24th ¢ Caroline Herring
Tue 27th Chrissy Flatt
Thu 29th « Songwriters in the Round:
Luke Olson, Ron Knuth, Geronimo Treviiio il
Fri 30th * Shelley King
Sat 31st « TBA

www.casbeers.com

THE SUNDOWNERS ‘Chicago Country Legends’

Holding court in Chicago honky
tonks from 1959 to-1989, and
influenced by groups like the
Sons of the Pioneers, THE
SUNDOWNERS sang harmony as if
they were family. They updated ¢
traditional  cowboy har-
monies by reworking g
Appalachian, Tin Pan Alley and Zg 7
Western melodies for an urban s
audience. Bound to strike a ESARNE |
chord with anyone who likes any EPSTIT.1
kind of music. BS 809 $12 '

PAUL BURCH ‘Fool for Love’

R

A primer of post-modern country,
deftly infused with inventive rhythms,
heguiling colors and textures and the
subdued operatic qualities of a latter
day Orbison. BS 103 $12
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Contact us for a free catalog. 5
BLOODSHOT RECORDS 3039_ W. Irving Park Rd., Chicago, IL 60618 www.bloodshotrecords.com
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merican Faood Southern Style

JANUARY ARRIVALS & DEPARTURES

Ist - David Rodriguez ® 1952 ¢ Houston, TX
----- Hank Williams T 1953
----- Townes Van Zandt | 1997
2nd - Roger Miller * 1936 ¢ Fort Worth, TX
| e Speckled Red | 1973
R - Tex Ritter T 1974
3rd - Leon McAuliffe e 1917 » Houston, TX
----- Gene Summers ° 1939 ¢ Dallas, TX
----- Amos Milburn | 1980 |
5th - David Halley 1950 ¢ Oklahoma City, OK
Iris Dement ¢ 1961 * Paragould, AR
6th - Earl Scruggs ° 1924 ¢ Cleveland Co, NC
----- Sandy Denny ° 1941 ¢ London, UK
----- Johnny Moore 1 1969
7th - Jack Greene ° 1930 * Maryville, TX
----- Gene Terry ° 1940 ° Lafayette, LA
----- Carl White 1 1980
N Larry Williams 1 1980
| 8th - Leon 'Pappy’ Selph 1 1999 )
| 9th - Katie Webster ° 1939 ¢ Houston, TX
----- Jimmy Day ¢ 1934 ¢ Tuscaloosa, AL
----- Buck Ramsey ° 1938 ¢ Lubbock Co, TX
----- Roy Head ¢ 1943 ¢ Three Rivers, TX
10th Ronnie Hawkins ° 1935 ¢ Huntsville, AR
----- Cyril Neville * 1948 * New Orleans, LA
----- Alejandro Escovedo
; e [95] e San Antonio, TX
Howlin' Wolf 1 1976
----- Zeb Turner 1 1978
I Ith Tommy Duncan e 1911 ¢ Hillsboro, TX
----- Slim Harpo * 1924 « Baton Rouge, LA
----- robert Earl Keen ¢ 1956 * Houston, TX
12th Fred McDowell 1904 * Rossville, TN
----- Tex Ritter © 1905 » Murvaul, TX
----- Ray Price ® 1926 ¢ Perryville, TX
| 13th Rick Broussard ° 1962 ¢ Seguin, TX
g 14th Luderin Darbone 1913 ¢ Evangeline, LA
s Billy Walker ¢ 1929 ¢ Ralls, TX
----- Allen Toussaint ® 1938 ¢ New Orleans, LA
----- T-Bone Burnett ° 1948 ¢ St Louis, MO
I5th Alan Lomaxe |915 ¢ Austin, TX
----- Queen Ida ° 1930 ¢ Lake Charles, LA
Earl Hooker ¢ 1930 ¢ Clarksdale, MS
Don Van Viiet ° 1941 ¢ Glendale, CA
16th Mac Curtis® 1939 ¢ Fort Worth, TX
----- Barbara Lynn ¢ 1942 ¢ Beaumont, TX
17th Grady Martin ® 1929 » Chapel Hill, TN
----- Steve Earle 1955 ¢ Fort Monroe, YA
| 19th Leo Soileau * 1904 ¢ Ville Platte, LA
N Sleepy Hoffpauir ® 1931 ¢ Crowley, LA
----- Charlie Waller ¢ 1935 ¢ Hendersonville, TX
Phil Everly * 1939  Brownie, KY
----- Janis Joplin ® 1943 ¢ Port Arthur, TX
20th Leadbelly * 1889 * Mooringsport, LA
21st Smith Ballew ¢ 1902 ¢ Palestine, TX
----- Snooks Eaglin ® 1936 ° New Orleans, LA

e Moon Mullican }

----- Wolfman Jack ¢ 1939 ¢ Brooklyn, NY
----- Jackie Wilson T 1984
----- Charles Brown T 1999
22nd Sam Cooke ° 1935 ¢ Chicago, IL
----- Jimmy Day 1 1999
23rd Django Reinhardt
¢ 1910 e Liverchies, Belgium
----- Tom Wildcat Courtney ° 1929 ° Waco, TX
----- Lisa Pankratz » 1968 ¢ Austin, TX
----- Paul Robeson | 1976
24th Tuts Washington ¢ 1907 * New Orleans, LA
----- Jack Scott » 1936 » Windsor, Canada
----- Doug Kershaw ¢ 1936 ° Tiel Ridge, LA
----- Aaron Neville * 1941 * New Orleans, LA
----- Tex Thomas ¢ 1951 e Littlefield, TX
25th Jimmy Wyble ¢ 1922 « Port Arthur, TX
----- Speedy West ¢ 1924 ¢ Springfield, MO
----- Etta James ° 1938 ° Los Angeles, CA
----- Laura Lee McBride 1 1989
26th Dennis McGee ° 1893 * Bayou Marron, LA
----- Huey ‘Piano’ Smith
° ]934  New Orleans, LA
----- Lucinda Williams
* [953 » Lake Charles, LA
27th Joe Shelton e 1911 * Hopkins Co, TX
----- Elmore James ¢ 1918 ¢ Richland, M$S
Buddy Emmons ° 1937 ¢ Mishawaka, IN
1967
----- Mahalia Jackson | 1972
28th Carl White ¢ 1932 ¢ Dallas, TX
----- Carolyn Hester ° 1938 * Waco, TX
----- Mary Cutrufello * 1970 * Meriden, CT
----- T Texas Tyler T 1972
----- Al Dexter T 1984
29th Al Stricklin * 1908 ° Antioch, TX
30th Ruth Brown ° 1928 Portsmouth, VA
----- Mance Lipscomb T 1976
----- Professor Longhair T 1980
----- Warren Smith 1 1980
----- Lightin® Hopkins T 1982 |
31st Chuck Willis * 1928 ¢ Atlanta, GA
----- Slim Harpo 1 1970

Threadgill's World HQ,

301 West Riverside Dr

STRING BAND THURSDAYS
7:30-10 pm. No Cover
1st, Michael Fracasso
8th, Boxcar Preachers

15th, Beaver Nelson
22nd, Scott Biram
29th, Sisters Morales
SUNDAY GOSPEL BRUNCH
11am-1.30pm
4th, The Gospelaires
11th, Brennen Leigh

Threadgill's North
6416 N Lamar

Wednesday 21st, House Concert

Jimmie Dale & Colin Gilmore
limited seating (512/451 -5440)




