The CHEVROTAINS, or
SmMALL ANTILOPES™

HE name Chevrotain ( Tragulus ) has been

applied to thofe fmall animals of the
warm regions of Africa and Afia which are
inentioned by almoft every traveller under the
denomination of the /iall flag; or the finall bind,
They, indeed, refemble the ftag in the figure of
the muzzle, in lightnefs of body, in the form of:
the limbs, and in the fhortnefs of the tail.  But
they differ from him prodigioufly in fize, the
Jargeft ot exceeding the magnitude of a hare.
Befides, fome of them want horns entirely ; and,
in thofe which have horns, they are hollow, an-
sulated, and pretty fimilar to thofe of the ga-
elles. Their fmall cloven foot has alfo a greater
refemblance to the foot of the b.l/r]]s than to
that of the flag ; and their want of pits, or de-
preffions under the eyes, removes them equall
from the gazelles and the flags, In this article
they approach the goats: But, in fac, they are
neither ftags, gazelles, nor goats, but conflitute
one or feveral diftint fpecies,  Seba gives a de-
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fetiption and figures of five chevrotains *.
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awbhich is reddifb, and without borns; - the fe-
cond, the fazen or young flag of Africa, which
is wery delicate ; the third, the young, very finall
Jlag of Guiney s the fourth, the jinall hind of Su~
rinam, which is reda aud marked with white
Jpots; the ifth, the Afvican flag, wwith reddifh
bair. Of thefe five chevrotains, the firlt, fecond,
and third, are evidently the fame animal. The
fifth, which is larger than the three firft, and
whofe hair is much longer, and of a deeper
yellow colour, feems to be only a variety of the

ad me invifere dignabatur, centum mibi aureos offercbat, i tam
pullam ipfi cervam procurare poffem : Sed voris excid, quid-
quid impenderim opers.

Tabula quadragefima et qua . Cervula Surina:
menfis, fubrabra, albis maculis notata. Caput, pecius, abdomen
et pedes exceper, qua unicoloria funt reliqua, ex vofoluteum,
macalis albis undique tygridis in modum, variegatur; auricula
grandes, longee 5 cauda brevis, obtafi. Curfus rapidica
dibili vel magnum cervum fup: e
Americanos adeo pufillos effe : Quom dencur, leporem qui mags
i L L
circiter major fit, quam que hac tabula reprafentatur.  Cornua
Vero numquam gerunt, et pro fapidifima ferina hal =
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firkt kind. ‘The fourth, which Seba mentions
25 a native of Surinam, appéars to be a fecond
variety of this fpecies, which is found in Africa,
but not in the fouthern regions of Afia; and 1
am inclined to think, that.Seba bas been ill in-
formed, when he tells us, that this animal came
from Yurinam.  All voyagers mention thefe
fmall ftags or chevrotains as being found in Se-
negal, Guiney, and the Eaft-Indies; but no tra-
veller affirms that he has feen them in America.
If Seba’s fpotted chevrotain really came from
Surinam, we muft prefume that it had been
tranfported from Guiney, or fome other fouthern
region of the Old World.  But there feems to
be a fecond fpecies of chevrotain, different from
all thofe we have mentioned, which are only
fimple varieties of the firt. This fecond
fpecies has horns, which are only an inch in
length, and.as much in circumference. Thefe
fmall horns are hollow, black, a little bended,
very fharp at the poins, and furrounded at the
bafe with three or four tranfverfe rings. o
the King’s cabinet, we have the feet of this ani-
mal, and one of its horns; and thefe parts de-
monftrate, that it is either a chevrotain, or a
very minute gazelle. Kolbe, when mentioning
this fpecies, fays, that its horns were fimilar to
thofe of the ftag, and that they have branches
in proportion to their age *. This isan evident

blunder,

+ In Congo, Viga, Guiney, and other places near the Cape
of
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blunder, as appears from a bare infpetion of
the horns themfelves.

The figure of thefe animals is elegant, and
their members are finely proportioned to their
fize. They make prodigious bounds 5 but it is
probable that they cannot run long; for the In-
dians overtake them in the chafe *.~ The Indians
hunt thefe animals, and kill them with fticks or
fimall darts.  They are in great requeft, on ac=
count of the delicacy of their flefh.

By comparing the relations of voyagers, it ap-
pears, 1. That the chevrotain, whofe figure we
have given, and who wants the horns, is peculiar
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to the Eaft-Indies*; 2. That the one with horns

is the chevrotain of Senegal, called Guevei by
the natives t; 3. That the male guevei has
 and that the female has nones 4. That

« The Guiney Mufk is nine inches and a half long. ~The
head, legs, aad whole upper parc of the body are tawny, and
the belly is white. It has no fporious hoofs.  There are tve
Very broad curcing teeth in the lower jaw, and on exch fide of
them, three others very flender.  In the upper juw there are tio
foall ks, The cars are large, and the il an inch long. In
the poflefion of Mr. Guy of York-Buildings, who fsid & cime
from Guiney. M. de Bufon fays it is found in the Ealt-Indies;
Pennant’s Synepf. of Quad: 9.5
Tragslus Guincenfis; Brifin. Quad. p. 66-
q Klein, Quad. p. 21-
pygmeas, pedibus humano digito angufioribus 3
Linn, Sy Nat. 92
+ The Royal Autilope fas very fors, fiait horns, bla
fiing s jec, and fcarce two inches long.  The cars are
and the height not above nine inches.  The legs are not thicke
than 2 goofe quil reddifh brown. The females
want homs 3 Pennant’s Syrepf-
King of the Hares; Bofnan's Vage,
Petite biche ; Defnarcbais, tom. i- 7- 3
Cervala parva Africana; Seba M
Adanfor’s Veyage, p- 2
+ In the kingdom of Acara, on the Gold Coafl, we find
hinds fo fmall thac they exceed not eight or wine inches in
pefght. . Ther legs are not thicker than o goofe quil.  The
males have horns, which bend bac! e, and are
T or three inches long. They have no branches or andlers,
bu are twited, fhining, as jet. Thefe fmall
and carefing 3 but they are
to tranfpore them into
Earope have rebais, tam. i
31 See alfo L'Z; P AUk Prevofs
Jom. Ve p 750

the
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minutenefs, on the contrary, they ought to bring
forth a great number.  On this fubjedt, we mult
wait for information from thofe who have an
opportunity of obferving their cconomy. We
imagine that they bring forth but one or two
at a time, like the gazclles, roe-deer, &c. . But
perhaps  they produce more_frequenty; for
they are very numerous in India, Java, Ceylon,
Sencgal, Congo, and in all the very warm
countrics; and none of them are found in
America, or in any of the temperate regions
of the Old Continent.

SUPPLEMENT

WE have hereadded the figure of a chevrotain,
which differs from that in the original work ;
where it was remarked, that the fkin of the
chevrotain is variegated with white fpots, and
that Seba maintained that it was found in Suri-
nam. It exifts not, however, in America, but
in the Faft Indies, where it is called Memina.
‘Under this denomination, we received the fkin
of a chevrotain from Ceylon, which had a per-
fe@ refemblance to the defcription we had given
of it. By comparing this with our original
figure, we fhall perceive that none of thefe ani-
mals have horns, and that they are both varieties
of the fame fpecies only.
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