
OFFICIAL JOURNAL 
of the 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
· of the 

STATE OF TEXAS 

FIFTEENTH DAY 
(Thursday, January 31, 1974) 

The Convention met at 1:00 o'clock p.m., 
pursuant to adjournment, and was called to 
order by the President. 

The roll was called and the followinq 
were recorded present: 169 Present, 5 
Absent, 7 Absent-excused. (Record 1, 
Appendix) 

The Reverend Gordon Graham, Shearer 
Hills Baptist Church, San Antonio, offered 
the invocation as follows: 

we thank you, Father, for creating us in 
your own image and we pray that today we 
might be blessed with wisdom that can only 
come from heaven. Bless each person today as 
we seek to accomplish your will during this 
session . 

In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

LEAVES OF ABSENCE 

Delegate Spurlock was granted leave of 
absence for today on account of i mportant 
business on motion of Delegate Lewis. 

Delegate Gammage was granted leave ot 
absence tor today on account of i mportan t 
ousiness on motion of Delegate Menefee. 

Delegate Power s 
absence for today on 
business on motion 
Hardin. 

was granted 
account of 

of Delegate 

leave of 
important 
Adams of 

Delegate Poff was granted leave of 
absence for today on account of illness on 
motion of Delegate Blake. 

Delegate Washington was granted leave of 
absence for toda y on account of important 
business on motion of Delegate Reyes. 

Delegate McAlister was granted leave of 
absence for today on account ot i mportant 
business on motion of Delegate Laney. 

ESCOKT COMMITTEE APPOINTED 

The President announced the appointment 
of the following Commi ttee to escort The 
Hono rable John a ryant to the President's 
rostrum: Delegates Cl ower, Mauzy, Matto x and 
Semos. 

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED 
TO NE~LY ELECTED DELEGATE 

The President administered the Oath of 

Office to John Bryant as a Delegate to the 
Constitutional Convention of 1974. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Delegate Cooke was granted leave of 
absence for today on account of important 
business on motion of Delegate Coody. 

COMMUNICATION FROM PRESIDENT 
Of CONVENTION 

January 31, 1974 

The Honorable Charles Schnabel 
Secretary of the Convention 
Capitol Building 
Austin, Texas 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Please be advised that, pursuant to Rule III, 
Section 3, and Rule VI, Sections 2 and 3, 
Rules of Procedure of the Constitut1onal 
Convention of Texas, l nave, after 
consultation with the Vice-President, 
appointed Delegate Jonn Bryant of Dallas to 
the Convention Committee on Rights and 
Suffrage . 

Delegate Bryant was elected to the House of 
Representatives and therefore as a delegate 
to the Convention, to fill the vacancy 
created by the death of tne Honorable Joe 
Hawn of Dallas. 

I am, by copy 
Delegate Bryant, 
Clerk, and the 
the app ointment. 

of this letter, advising 
the Chief Clerk, the Journal 
Chairman of the Committee of 

Sincerely, 

Price Daniel, Jr. 

REPORT OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON RIGHTS AND SUFFRAGE 

The Honorable Price Daniel, Jr., President 
Constitutional Convention of 1974 

we, your Committee on Pigh ts, Suffrage, 
Amendments and Separation of Powers, to whom 
was referred Article I and the Preamble, have 
had the same unde r consideration and beg to 
report back with the recommendati on that it 
do pass. 

The proposal was reported from Committee 
by the following record vote: 19 Yeas. 

Respectfully submitted, 

tiCHWARTZ 
Chairman 

Date Suomitted: January 24, 1974 

The Hon . Pr ice Daniel, Jr. 
President, Texas Constitut i onal Conv~ntion 
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The Right s and Suf frage Committee 
submits herewith its report con taining 
recommended provisions for the Bill of Rights 
Article in the Texas Constitution, The 
proposal retains in its entirety Article I 
(B111 of kights) of the present constitution , 
and the Preamble of the present Constitution, 

The committee unanimously agreed on 
January 14 t o instruct the Committee Chairman 
to request an e xpeditious decision from the 
Attorney General's office on whether 
additions or deletions could be made to t he 
Bill o f Rights, On January 17, 1974, 
Attorney General Opinion No, H-217 was 
issued, The opinion held that Article 17, 
Section 2, subsection (g) of the Constitution 
of 1876 requires that any new constitution 
proposed by the Constitutional Convention 
must retain the present Bill of Rights 
e xactly as it ls, without addition or 
delet ion , Therefore, the Rights and Suf frage 
Committee recommends t l1at the Hi ll of Right s 
and the Preamble be retained full , 

SCHWARTZ 
Chairman 

BE IT PROPOSED BY THE RI GHTS AND SuFFRAGE 
COMMITTEE: 

That the Article on the 
be retained in full to read as 

PREAMBLE 

Bill of Rights 
follows: 

Humbly invoking the 
Al mighty God, the people 
Texas, do ordain and 
Constitution, 

ARTICLE I 
BI LL OF RIGHTS 

blessings of 
of the State of 
establish this 

That the general, g reat and essential 
principles of liberty and free government may 
be recognized and established, we declare: 

Sec, 1, FREEDOM AND SOVEREIGNTY OF 
STATE, Texas is a free and independent 
State, subject only to the Constitution of 
the United States, and the maintenance of our 
free institutions and the perpetuity of the 
Union depend upon the preservation of the 
right of local self-government, unimpaired to 
al l the States, 

Sec, 2. INHERENT POLITICAL POWER: 
REPUBLICAN FOHM OF GOVERNMENT , All political 
power is inherent in the people, and all free 
governments dre founded on their authority, 
and instituted for their benefit, The faith 
of the people of Texas stands pledged to the 
preservation of a republican form of 
government, and, subject to this limitation 
only, they have at all times the inalienable 
right to alter, reform or abolish their 
government in such manner as t hey may think 
e xpedient, 

Sec, 3, EQUAL RIGHTS , All free men, 
wnen they form a social compact , have equal 
ri ghts, and no man, or set of men, is · 
entitleJ to exclusive separate public 
emoluments, or privileges, but in 
consideration of public services , 

Sec . 3a , EQUALITY UNDE~ THE LAW , 
Equality under the law shall not be denied or 
ab ridged because of sex, race , color , creed, 
or national or i gin, This amendment is 

self-operat ive, (Added Nov, 7, 1972), 
Sec, 4, RELIGIOUS TESTS, No religious 

test shall e ver be required as a 
qualification to any office, or public trust, 
in t hi s State: nor shall any one be excluded 
f rom holding of fice on account ot his 
religious sentiments, prov ided ne acknowledge 
the existence of a supreme Being , 

Sec, 5, WITNESSES NOT DI SQUALifIED BY 
RELIGIOUS BELIEFS: OATHS AND AFFI RMATIONS , 
No person shall be disqualified to g ive 
evidence in any of the Courts of this State 
on account of his religious opin ions, or for 
the want of any religious belief, but all 
oaths or affirmations s hall be admi ni stered 
in the mode most binding upon the conscience, 
and shall be taken subject to the pains and 
penalt ies of perjury, 

sec, 6, FREEDOM OF WORSH IP , All men 
have a na tu ral and indefeasible right to 
worsnip Almighty God according to the 
dictates of their own consciences, No man 
shall be compel led to attend, erect o r 
support any place ot worship, or to ma intain 
any ministry against his consent, No human 
authority o ught , in any case wha tever, to 
control or interfere wit h the rights o f 
conscience in matters of religion , and no 
preference shall ever be g i ven by law to any 
religious society or mode of worsh i p, But it 
s hall be the duty of the Legislature to pass 
such laws as may be necessary to protect 
equally every religious denom ination in the 
peaceable e n j oyment of its own mode o f publ ic 
worship, 

Sec, 7, APPROPkIATIONS FOR SECTAR IAN 
PURPOSES, No money shall be appropriated, or 
drawn from the Treasury for the oenefit o f 
any sect, or religio us society, theological 
or religious seminary: nor shall property 
belonging to the State be appropriated for 
any sucn purposes, 

Sec, B, FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND PRESS: 
LI BEL, Every person shal l be at lioerty to 
speak, write or publish his opin ions on any 
subject, being r espons ible for the abu s e of 
that privilege : a nd no law shall ever be 
passed curtailing the liberty of s peech or of 
the press, In prosecutions for the 
publication of papers, investigating the 
conduct of officers, or men in public 
capacity, or when the mat ter publ ished ls 
p r oper for public information, the truth 
thereof may be given in evidence, And in all 
indictments for libels, the j ury shall have 
the right to determine the law and the facts, 
under the direct i on of the court , as in othe r 
c a ses, 

Sec , 9, SEARCHES AND SEIZURES The 
people shall be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers and possessions , from all 
unreasonaole seizures or searches, and no 
warrant to search anv place , or to seize any 
person or thing, shall issue witnout 
describing them as near as may be, nor 
without probable cause, suppo r ted by oath or 
aff i rmation, 

Sec, 10, RI GHTS OF ACCUSED IN CR IMlNAL 
PROSECUTIONS , In all criminal prosecutions 
the accused shall have a speedy public trial 
by an i mpartlal Jury, He shall have the 
right to demand the nature and cause of the 
accusation against him , and to have a copy 
thereof, He shall not be compe lled to give 
ev i dence against hirnselt, and shall have the 
right of oeing heard by himself or c ounsel, 
or both, shall be confronted by the witnesses 

289 



inursday, January 31, 1974 

against him and shall have compulsory process 
for obtaining witnesses in his favor, except 
that when the witness resides out of the 
State and the offense charged is a violation 
of any of the anti-trust laws of tnis State, 
th e defendant and the State shall have the 
right to produce and have the evidence 
admitted by deposition, under such rules and 
laws as the Legislature may hereafter 
provide; and no person shall be held to 
answer for a criminal offense, unless on an 
indictment of a grand jury, except in cases 
in which the punishment is by fine or 
imprisonment, otherwise than in the 
penitentiary, in cases of impeachment, and jn 
cases arising in the army or navy, or in the 
militia, when in actual service in time of 
war or public danger. (Added Nov. 5, 191 8 .l 

sec. 11. BAIL. All prisoners shall be 
bailable by sufficient sureties, unless for 
capital offenses, when the proof is evident; 
but this provision sl:!._all not be so c onstrued 
as to prevent bail after indictment found 
upon examination of the evidence, in such 
manner as may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 11a. MULTIPLE CONVICTIONS; DENIAL 
OF BAIL. Any person accused of a felony 1ess 
than capital in this State, who has been 
theretofore twice convicted of a felony, the 
second conviction being subsequent to the 
first, both in point of time of commission of 
the offense and conviction therefor may, 
after a hearing, and uoon evidence 
substantially showing the guilt of the 
accused, be denied oail pending trial, by any 
judge of a court of record or magistrate in 
this State; provided, however, that if the 
accused is not accorded a tr ial upon the 
accusation within sixty (60) days from the 
time of his incarceration upon such charge, 
the order denying bail shall be automatically 
set aside, unless a continuance is obtained 
upon the mot ion or request of the accused; 
provided, further , that the right of appeal 
to the Court of Criminal Appeals of this 
State is expressly accorded the accused for a 
review ot any judgment o r oroer made 
hereunoer. (Added Nov. o, 1956.l 

sec. 12. HABEAb CORPUS . The writ of 
habeas corpus is a writ ot right, and shall 
never be suspended. The Legislature shall 
enact laws to renoer the remedy speedy and 
effectllal. 

sec. 13. EXCESSIVE BAIL OR FI~ES; CkU~L 
AND UNUSUAi PU~ISHMENT; REMEDY ~y OU~ COURSE 
OF LAW. Excessive bail shall not be 
required, nor excessive fines imposed , nor 
cruel or unusual punishment inflicted. All 
courts shall be open, and every person for an 
injury done him, in his lands, goods, person 
or reputation, shall have remedy by due 
course of law. 

Sec. 14. UOUBLE J~OPARDY. No person, 
tor the same offense, shall be twice put in 
jeopardy of life or liberty, nor shall a 
person be again put upon trial for the same 
offense, after a veroict of not guilty in a 
court of competent jurisdictjon. 

Sec. 15. RIGHT OF TRIAL BY JURY. The 
right of trial by jury shall remain 
inviolate. The Legislature shall pass such 
laws as may be needed to regulate the same, 
and to maintain its purity and efficiency. 
Provided, that the Legislature may provide 
for the temporary commitment , for observation 

and/or treatment, of mentally 111 persons not 
charged with a criminal offense, tor a period 
of time not to exceed ninety (90) days, by 
order of the county Court without the 
necessity of a trial by jury. (As amended 
Aug. 24, 1935.) 

Sec. 15-a. CO~MITMENT OF PERSONS OF 
UNSOUND MIND. No person shall be committed 
as a person of unsound mind except on 
competent medical or psychiatric testimony. 
The Legislature may enact all laws necessary 
to provide for the trial, adjudication of 
insanity and commitment of persons of unsound 
mind and tc provide for a method of appeal 
from judgments rendered in such cases. such 
laws may provide for a waiver of tridl by 
jury, in cases where the person under inquiry 
has not been charged with the commission of a 
criminal offense, by the concurrence of the 
person under inquiry, or his next ot kin, and 
an attorney ad litem appointeo by a ~udqe of 
either the County o r Probate Court ot the 
county where the trial is being helo, and 
shall provide tor a method of service of 
notice of such trial upon t he person unoer 
inquiry and of his right to demand a trial by 
jury. (Added Nov. 6, 1956.J 

Sec. 16 . BILLS OF A1TAINDER; EX POST 
FACTO OR RETROACTIV~ LAWS; lMPA I~ING 
OBLIGATION OF CONTRACTS. No 0111 of 
attainder, ex post facto law, retroactive 
law, or any law impairing the obligation ot 
contracts, shall be made. 

Sec. 17. TAKIN~, DAMAGING OR DESTROYING 
PROPERTY FOR PUBLIC USE; SP£CIAL PRIVILEGES 
AND IM ◄ UNITIES; C0NTROL OF PRIVILEGES AND 
FRANCH ISES. No person's property shall be 
taken, damaged or destroyed for or dPPlied to 
public use without adequate compensation 
being made, unless by the consent of such 
person; and, when taKen, except for the use 
of the State, such compensation shall be 
first made, or secured by a deposit ot money; 
and no irrevocable or uncontrollable grant of 
special privileges or immunities, shall be 
made; out all Privileges and franchises 
granted by the Legislature, or created under 
its authority snall be subject to toe control 
thereof . 

Sec. 18. IMPRISONMENT FUR DEUT. No 
person shall ever be i mprisoned for debt. 

Sec. 19. Dr.:PRIVATION o~· LIFE, l,IBF:RTt, 
ETC.; DUE COURSE OF LAW. No citizen of this 
State shall be deprived of life, liberty, 
property, privileges -0r immunities, or i n any 
manner disfranchised, except by tne due 
course of the law of the land. 

sec. 20. OUTLAWRY OR TRANSPOMTATIO~ FOR 
OFFENSE . No citizen shall be outlawed, nor 
shall any person oe transported out of the 
State for any offense committed within tne 
same. 

Sec. 21. CORRUPTION OF BLOOO; 
FORFEITURt; SUICIDES . No conviction shall 
worK corruption of blood, or forfelture of 
estate, and the estates of tt1ose who destroy 
their own lives shall descend or vest as in 
case of natural death. 

sec, 22. TREASON. Treason against the 
State shall consist on ly in levying war 
against it, or adhering to its enemies, 
giving them aid and comfort: and no pe rson 
shall he convicted of treason except on tne 
testimony of two witnesses to tne same overt 
act, or on contession in open court. 

Sec. 23. RIGHT TO kEEP ANO BEAR AHMb. 
Every citizen shall have the right to Keep 
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and bear arms i n the lawful defense of 
himself or the State: but the Legislature 
shall have power, by law, to requlate the 
wearing of arms, With a view to prevent 
crime. 

Sec. 24. MiLITARY SUBORDINATE TO CIVIL 
AUTHORITY. The military snall at all times 
be subordinate to the civll authority. 

Sec. 25, QUART~RING SOLDIERS IN HOUSES. 
No solaier shall in time of peace be 
quartered in the house of any citizen without 
the consent of the owner, nor in time of war 
but in a manner prescribed by law. 

Sec. 26. PERPETUITIES AND MON OPOLIES: 
PRIMOGENITURE OR ENTAILMENTS. Perpetuities 
and monopolies are contrary to the genius of 
a free government, and shall never be 
allowed, nor shall the law of primogeniture 
or entailments ever be in force in this 
State. 

Sec. 27. RIGHT OF ASSEMBLY: PETITION 
FOR REDRESS Of GRIEVANCES. The citizens 
shall ha ve the right, in a peaceable manner, 
to assemble together for their com mon good: 
and apply to those invested with the powers 
of government for redress of grievances or 
other purposes, by petition, address or 
remonstrance. 

Sec. 28, SUSPENSION OF LAWS. No power 
of suspending laws in this State shall be 
exercised except by the Legislature. 

Sec. 29. PR0VISIONS OF BILL OF RIGHTS 
EXCEPTED FROM PONfRS OF GOVERNMfNT: TO 
FOREVER REMAIN INVIOLAT~. To guard against 
transgressions of the high powers he rein 
delegated, we declare that everything in this 
"Bill of Rights" is excepted out of the 
general powers of government, and shall 
forever re ma in inviolate, and all laws 
contrary thereto, or to the following 
provisions, shall be void. 

Delegate Schwartz moved adoption of the 
report of the Committee on Rights and 
Suffrage relative t o the Preamble and Article 
I • 

The motion prevailed by the following 
vote: 166 Yeas, O Nays, 7 Absent, 8 
Absent-excused. (Record 2, Appendix) 

PREAMBLE AND ARTICLE I REFERRED 

The Pr esident then referred the Preamble 
and Article I to the Committee on style and 
Drafting. 

DELEGATE PRESENT 

Delegate Wyatt who was previously 
recorded as "Absent" was announced "Present" 
by the President, 

REMARkS URDEREU P~INTFG IN JOURNAL 

The President recognized Delegate 
Reynolds to speak on Personal Privilege, 

On motion of ~eleaate Brooks and by 
unanimous consent Delegate Reynolds' remarks 
were reduced to writing and printed in the 
Journal. 

The 
Sherman of 

President 
Tarrant 

recognized 
to speak on 

Delegate 
Personal 

Privileye. 

Delegate Williamson moved that Delegate 
Sherman of Tarrant's reruarks be reduced to 
writing and printed in the Journal. The 
motion prevailed by a non-record vote. 

REMARKS Of DELE~ATE R~YNOLDS 

Mr. President, ~r. Vice President, 
Delegates, in considered consci ence, 1 humbly 
solicit your indulaence for the next few 
minutes during which time I will allay my 
distress, my distress of the moment. To a 
great degree I have always looked upon the 
press as a competitor . Calling on my broad 
powers of perspective from ti@e to time, I 
have viewed the able Capitol Press Jn several 
ways. Most of the time I view tht Prtss as a 
loving, hard-working spouse of the 
Legislature-a pat on the back when deservea, 
constructive criticism when needed and 
credible. 

During the so-called •reform" period 
last spring, I viewect the Press as an 
ambitious, lovable passionate mistress of the 
Legislature. This past week I have viewed 
the Press as an indolent Convention mascot . 
I am distressed. I hope this view is acute, 
It could be that the Convention press and PH 
function has contributed to this indolence-I 
just don't know, 

Let me read from several editorials and 
articles. Number One is trom the Austin 
American: 

"Where are we the people? The 
Constitutional Convention Co~~ittees meet day 
after day, crying for citizen input and time 
and aqain the committees adjourn early 
because there are no witnesses." (That's 
true, the editorial goes on ,) "Yo ur elected 
Representatives, faced with the bigqest task 
in 100 years, are simply asking if the public 
has anything to say about what's going on or 
going in to the new constitution for Texas, 
but tney get no answers." But they get no 
answers. This statement is not true. 

Times Herald, and 1 quote, "Although the 
Convention efforts will chart a new state 
government regulating the lives of mi llions 
of Texans for generations to come, citizen 
participat ion appears disappointing and low, 
at least during initial hearings. several 
committees were forced to adjourn early or 
conduct tneir business without testimony when 
no witnesses materialized." That's true. 
"All the State's divergent s pecial inte r es t s 
are well rep resented by lobbyists." True. 
"Grass roots participation fro m the average 
man in the street has been only minimal." 
"Grass roots participation from tne average 
man in the street has been only minimal," 
Absolutely and unequivoca lly false. 

Third article, a ppeared in the Dallas 
Morning News, leads off, "The biggest 
disappointment of the Constitutional 
Conve ntion thus far has been the fact that 
the a verage Texan either is tongue-tied or 
simply not able to think tor himself." The 
a ver a ge Texan is either tongue-tied or simply 
not able to tninK tor himselt--deceiving, 
inaccurate and contrary to the truth. I 
could site into the record and comment on 
numerous editorials and news articles fro m 
all over this State carrying the same 
misleading and false them~s. The three r 
have used are representative. 1 believe it 

291 



Thursday, January 31, 1974 

appropriate to quote a statement attributed 
to President Truman, Harry Truman said, 
"Newspapermen, they are all a bunch of lazy 
cusses, Once one of them writes something, 
the others rewrite it and rewrite it and they 
keep on doing it without ever stopping to 
find out if the first fellow was telling tne 
truth or not," 

I do not agree they are all a bunch of 
lazy cusses and I would probably change 
"telling the truth" to "seeking the truth" 1n 
this instance, What is true with respect to 
a new Constitution for the State of Texas is 
that the Constitutional document adopted will 
reflect the general, prevailing governmental 
philosophy as influenced by current, social, 
moral and economic attitudes of all the 
people, and I repeat, of all the people of 
this great State, as of the time it is 
aaopted, 

Mr, Press, my reference to all the 
people includes ·the man in the street found 
in every Delegate district in this State, It 
is not, I repeat, it is not limited to the 
man in the Capitol building, The average man 
in the street, the average Texan cannot be 
limited to, and must not be confused with, 
the man in the Capitol builcinq, In no way 
do I mean to belittle or aowngrade that 
testimony that is being offered by witnesses 
before our Convention committees, In fact, 
much of the expert and technical testimony is 
extremely beneficial to Delegates, But we 
Delegates recognize and you, Mr, Press, must 
also recognize that the preponderance of 
testimony presented before committees by 
outsiders is that of organized interest 
groups or invitees of Delegates, and their 
testimony may or may not, and I suspect it 
may not in many instances, reflect the 
diverse and the desires and the opinions and 
the feelings of the man 1n the street spread 
proportionately all over the State ot Texas, 

I submit there is, or certainly may be, 
a great canyon of difference between the 
witnesses appearing before the Convention 
committees and communication to the 181 
Delegates and Delegate representatives of all 
the people from all over this diverse State, 
I am not unique as a Delegate with respect to 
communication with my c ons tituency, 

Since the point in time of promoting 
Amendment 4, calling for this Convention, I 
have had direct, verbal communication with 
over 3,000 constituents and have received 
over 800 written communications trom my 
district constituency, 

I read this epigram last weekend and I 
quote, "At most drinking fountains you will 
find this is so--you get just a trickle or 
soaked head to toe," so it is with each 
Delegate to this Convention here in the 
Capitol we qet just a trickle of 
communication, But from our respecti ve 
delegate districts we are being soaked, head 
to toe, with man-in-the-street communication, 

Mr, Press, I invite you , I irn~lore you, 
to get out of your press room and out of the 
committee room and into individual Uelegate's 
offices and districts. You might find that 
the man in the street, the average Texan has 
been and is providing an abundant amount of 
input to this Convention, If one is a bit 
adventurous, coupled with a minimum amount of 
initiative, the man in the street can be 

found, 
Now, while I'm on the subject ot news 

articles and writers I will take this 
opportunity to speak to a couple of other 
points, I read a short ~rticle this week 
that stated, "Constitutional Convention 
Delegates will nave a choice between polls," 
The article indicated two choices, but failed 
Lo mention a third choice. l~ow I discovered 
on my desk last week, as l'm sure you did, a 
rather large batch of disorganized papers 
with a letter and no index, followed by about 
a ream of editorials nnd other trash. These 
papers were in a gray binder, I must admit I 
was impressed because on the front cover it 
said, "Presented to Representative Richard r. 
Reynolds," After a proper review of about 15 -
minutes, or 15 seconds, I filed t ne report 
appropriately-in the wastebasket, Tl1e 
report had something to do with concrete or 
asphalt or something, Snortly thereafter 
along comes a common disaster Promoting some 
poll so narrow and pointed in scope that tne 
little meaning it had could only be compared 
to the little mind responsible tor its 
design, 

Let me add that these representations 
are typical of some of t~e outside, special 
interest material we are all receiving-much 
of which could cause a robust recycling 
machine to regurgitate, To top it all otf, 
this past week I got around to reading the 
cover letter attacned to a magazine that I 
never buy, The copy was delivered to me 
gratis, 

The letter said, "I'm going to look over 
your shoulder and then I'm going to go tell 
Mama," I sat for some time ponderin'g "look 
over your shoulder" and suddenly, with a 
broad smile on my face, I jumped out ot my 
desk chair and threw my arms in the air and 
said, "impossible," The thought had come to 
me, and I believe it true of every Delegate 
to this Convention, when I am confronted by a 
vague combination I rise to 10 feet tall, 
That poor Mr, Publisher, when standing on the 
floor With any Delegate to this Convention, 
look over your shoulder, the best a 
little-minded man could do wo~ld be to wipe 
the dust from the top of your shoes, 

Little-minded articles fit best in 
little wastebaskets, 

That is the end at my remarks, Mr, 
President and Delegates, I thank you for 
your time, 

REMARKS OF DELEGATE SHERMAN OF TARRANT 

Mr. President, fellow Deleqates, members 
of the fourth estate, I rise to speak in 
relation to the remarks that have just been 
uttered because I believe that I may have 
oeen responsible tor some of the neNs stories 
and editorials that were circulated regarding 
the lack of witnesses, at least at the 
Committee on the Legislature, I think that 
some memoers of the fourth estate will agree 
that they heard me state that we adjourned 
after roll call because we did not have any 
w~tnesses, And as a matter of fact, I was 
even quoted at one time as saying that I 
thought maybe we ought t o tak~ up a 
collection in the Committee on tne 
Legislature and place a want ad in the local 
paper, or any paper in Texas, saying, 
"Wanted, witnesses before Constitutional 
Convention committees, No qualifications 
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required," 
At the time that these editorials and 

these stories were printed they were true and 
I'm happy and thankful and I do thank the 
members of the fourth estate for pic~ing up 
those stories, for betng responsible for 
those editorials because I believe it 1s 
because they did this, that we do now have an 
abundance of witnesses, I think that perhaps 
the people of Texas were unaware of what 
exactly was going on aown here and that they 
would be welcome, As late as yesterday we 
had witnesses in our Legislature Committee 
wno came from over in Central Texas 
unsolicited and they came here ta speak their 
piece and t hey were heard and they are still 
coming, we may nave reached a cut-off point 
because we cannot submit anymore proposals. 
It's time now to get down to business, 

But at the time that those editorials 
and those stories were printea they were true 
and they were correct, and I salute you 
members of the fourth estate for picking up 
that story and circulating it statewide so 
that we dict stir up some interest, And I 
think you are responsible and I do thank you. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIUN PROPOSALS REFERRED 

The follo~ina Constitutional 
Proposals were referred to the 
indicated: 

Convention 
Committee 

CONS11TUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 207 

By Delegates Clark and Green of Harris: 

To Committee on the Executive, 

C,C,P, 207, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the composition 
selection of the Executive uepart~ent, 

and 

BE IT PRO PO SEU BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

(1) That Sections 1, 2, 6, and 7 of 
Article IV read as follows: 

Section 1, OFFICERS CONSTITUTING THE 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, The Governor shall be 
the Chief Executive Officer of the State, 
The Executive Department shall consist of a 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney 
General, Comptroller of Public Accounts, 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
Treasurer, Commissioner ot Agriculture, 
Secretary of State, and such other officers 
as may be provided by law. 

Section 2, SELfCTION, TERhS, AND 
RESIDENCE OF OFFICERS Of EXECUTI~E 
DEPARTME~T. The Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, Attorney General , Comptroller of 
Public Accounts, Commissioner or the General 
Land Office, Treasurer, and Commissioner of 
Agriculture shall be elected by the qualified 
voters of the State at general elections 
beginning with 197 8, The secretary of State 
and other appointive ott1cers of the 
Executive Department shall be appointed by 
the Governor with the advice and consent of 
the senate and shall continue in office 
during the term of service of the Governor, 
Elective officers of the Executive Department 

shall serve four-year terms, All officers of 
the Execut ive Department shall reside at the 
seat of governmP.nt, 

Section 6, DISABILITY OF ELECTIVE 
OFFIC ERS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, The 
disability of any elected officer ot the 
Executive Department to perform the duties of 
the office during the term for which elected 
shall be determined in a proceeaing in the 
Supreme Court of the State under such rules 
of procedure as may be prescribed by that 
court, A majority vote of the Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, 
Comptroller of Pu~lic Accounts, Commissioner 
of the General Land Off ice, Treasurer, 
Commissioner of Agriculture, Speaker of the 
House of Representatjves, ano President pro 
t empore of the Senate shall initiate such 
proceedings, 

Section 7, COMPENSATION Of OFFICERS OF 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, The COffipensation of 
the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney 
General, Comptroller of Public Accounts, 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
Treasurer, Commissioner of Agriculture, 
Secretary of State, and such otrer officers 
as may be provided by law shall be as 
provide d by law, not to exceed the amount 
recommended bY the salary commission. The 
compensation of officers of the Kxecutive 
Department shall not be diminisned duri11q 
their term of office, The Governor shall 
have the use of the Governor's Mansion. 

(2) That the following sections be 
included in Article IV: 

Section __ , TREASURER, The Treasurer 
shall perform the duties required by this 
Constitution and such other duties as may be 
provided by law, 

Sect ion --· COMMISSIONl::R o~-
AGRICULTURE, Tne Commissioner of Agriculture 
shall perform the duties required by this 
Constitution and such other duties as may be 
provided by law, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 208 

By Velegates Rag sdale ano Tnompson: 

To Com~ittee on Education, 

C,C,P, 208, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUT I ON Of TEXAS 

Relating to financing certain 
institutions of higher education, 

BE IT PROPOSED HY 
CONVENTION Or TEXAS: 

THE CONST11UTIONAL 

That the following sectlons be lncluded 
in Article VII: 

sec, --· FIRST CLASS C0LLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES. Tne Leqislature shall provide 
for a system of higher education of the first 
class which shall include The University of 
Texas System, the Texas A&~ University 
System, Prairie Vie;; A&M University, and 
other systems , universities, colleryes, and 
community colleges, established by law. 

Sec, ---· PERMAhENT UNIVERSITY FUND, 
ITS ADMINISTRATION, ITS INVESTME~T~: 
AVAlLABLE UNlVERSITY FUND hNV ITS 
EXPENDITURE. (a) The Permanent Unjversity 
Fund consists of the two million acres of 
land set apart ana appropriated for the 
establishment and mai ntenance of The 
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University of Texas by the Constitution of 
187b and the Legislative Act of April 10, 
1883, together with the proceeds ot the sale 
of such land, including the sale of oil, gas, 
and other minerals trom such lana, and the 
securities and other assets purchased with 
the proceeds, All proceeds shall be 
invested, and only the income from the 
Permanent University Fund may be appropriated 
and expended, 

(b) The Permanent University Fund shall 
be held in trust for the people of Texas and 
for the use and benefit of the Texas A&M 
University System, The University of Texas 
System, and Prairie View A&M University, each 
of which shall be governed by a separate 
governing board, The land set aPart to the 
Permanent University Fund, if sold, shall be 
sold under such regulations, at sucn times, 
and on such terms as may be provided by law, 

Cc) The Board of Regents of The 
University of T~xas System may invest the 
Permanent Universi~y Fund in securities, 
bonds, or other obligations issued, insured, 
or guaranteed in any manner by the United 
States Government, or any of its agencies, in 
bonds issued by the State of Texas or any 
political subdivision thereof, and in such 
bonds, debentures, obligations, preferred 
stocks, or common stocks issued by 
corporations, associations, or other 
institutions as the Board of Regents of The 
University of Texas system may deem to be 
proper investments for tne Permanent 
University Fund, However, not more than one 
percent of the Fund shall be invested in the 
securities of any one corporation nor shall 
more than five percent of the voting stock of 
any one corporation be owned hy the fund, In 
making each and all investments, the Board of 
Regents shall exercise the judgment and care 
under the circumstances then prevailing that 
men of· ord inary prudence, discretion, and 
intelligence exercise in tne management of 
their own affairs, not in regard to 
speculation, but in regard to the permanent 
disposition of their funds, considering the 
probable inco~e therefrom as well as the 
probable safety ot their capital, The Board 
of Regents shall make quarterly reports on 
all transactions jnvolving the Permanent 
University Fund as provided by law. 

(d) The net income (that is, dividends, 
interest, and other income less 
administrative expe!ise) of tne Permanent 
University Fund, exclusive of net income 
attributable to grazing leases of Permanent 
University Fund land, shall constit~te the 
Available University Fund. out of one-sixth 
of the Available University Fund, the 
Legislature shall appropriate an annual sum 
sufticient to Pay the principal and interest 
due on Permanent University ~und bonds or 
notes issued by the Board of Directors of the 
Texas A&M University System pursuant to the 
next section or its predecessor sections of 
prior constitutions, and the remainder of 
sucn one-sixtn of tne Availaole University 
Funa shall be appropriated bY the Legislature 
for the support and maintenance ot Texas A&M 
University at College Stati ~n . Out of 
one-sixth of the Available Univ~rsity Fund, 
the Legislature shall appropriate an annual 
sum sufficient to pay the pr incipal and 
interest due on Permanent University Fund 

bonds or notes issued by the Board or Regents 
of Prairie ~iew A&M ~niversity pu rs uant t o 
Section of this constitution , and the 
remainder of such one-sixth ot the Available 
University Fund shall be appropriated by t1 ,e 
Legislature for the support and maintenance 
of Prairie View A&M University, Out of the 
other two-thirds of the Available University 
Fund, the Legislature shall appropriate an 
annual sum sufficient to pay the principal 
and interest due on Permanent University fund 
bonds or notes issued by the Board of Regents 
of The University of Texas System pursuant to 
the next section or its predecessor sections 
of prior constitutions, and the remdinder of 
such two-thirds of the Available University 
Fund, plus the net income (that is, income 
less administrative expense) from grazing 
leases of Permanent University fund lanct, 
shall be appropriated by the Legislature tor 
the support and maintenance of The University 
of Texas at Austin, 

Sec. --· TEXAS A&M UN1VERSI1'Y SYSTI'.:~,: 
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SYSTEM: PRAIRIE VIEW 
A&M UNIVERSITY: PERMANENT UNIVERSITY FUND 
BONDS OR NOTES. Ca) The governing boards of 
the Texas A&M University System, The 
University of Texas System, and Prairie View 
A&M University for the benefit of all the 
institutions under their respective control 
are each hereby authorized to issue in 
amounts not to exceea for the Texas A&M 
University System five percent, for Prairie 
View A&M University five percent, and for The 
qniversity of Texas system twenty percent, of 
the value of the Permanent University Fund 
exclusive of real estate at the time of any 
issuance, negotiable bonds and notes for the 
following purposes: Cl) acquiring land 
either with or without permanent 
improvements: (2) constructing new buildings 
or otner permanent improvemtnts: (3) 
repairing and rehabilitatin~ existing 
buildings or other permanent i~provements: 
(4) acquiring library books and materials: 
(5) acquiring capital equipment: ana Col 
refunding any bonds neretotore or nereatter 
issued. 

(bl Any bonds or notes issued pursuant 
to this Section shall be payable solely out 
of the Available University Fund, Bonas or 
notes so issued shall mature serially or 
otherwise not more than thirty years from 
their respective dates, 

Cc) Prairie View A&M University and the 
institutions included in the T~xas A&M 
University System and The University of Texas 
System, and entitled to participate 1n the 
Permanent Universit~ fund, shall not receive 
any general revenue tunds for acquiring land 
either with or without permanent 
improvements, or for constructing and 
equipping new buildings or other permanent 
improvements except in case of f i re, tlood, 
storm, or earthquake occurring at any sucn 
institution. In sucn an event an 
appropriation in an a~ount sufficient to 
replace the uninsured loss may ne made by tne 
Legislature from general revenue funds. 

Cd) For the purpose ct securing the 
payment of the principal and interest of 
these bonds or notes, tr.e Hourds are 
severally authorized to pledge tne whole or 
any part of the respective interests of 
Prairie View A&M university, the Texas A&M 
University System, and The University of 
Texas System in the Available University 
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Fund, The Permanent University Fund may be 
invested in these bonds or notes, All bonds 
or notes issued pursuant to this Section 
shall be approved by the Attorney General of 
Texas and wnen so approved shall be 
incontestdble, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CO~VENTION PROPOSAL 209 

By Delegate Allred: 

To Committee on General Provisions, 

C,C,P, 209, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to defamation, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following section be included 
in Article x: 

section --· DEFENSE IN CASES OF 
DEFAMATION, In a criminal or civil action 
based on defamation it is a complete defense 
that the statement on which the action is 
based was true or that the maKer of the 
statement exercised reasonable care under the 
circumstances to ascertain the truth of the 
statement and believed it to be true when he 
made it, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 210 

By Delegate Finney: 

To Committees on the Executive and 
Education, 

C,C,P, 210, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the election of a 
Commissioner of Education, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE COl'<STITUTIONAL 

That the following sections be added to 
Article IV: 

section 1, OFFICERS CuNSTlTUTING THE 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, The Governor shall be 
the Chief Executive Officer of the State, 
The Executive Department sha l l consist of a 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney 
General, Comptroller ot Public Accounts, 
Secretary of State, Co~missioner of tne 
General Land Office, Commissioner of 
Education, and such other officers as may be 
provided by law, 

Section 2, ~ELECTION , TERMS, AND 
RESIDENCE OF OFFICERS OF EXECUTIVE 
DEPARTMENT, The Goveri1or, Lieutenant 
Governor, Attorney General, Comptroller of 
Public Accounts, and Commissioner of 
Education shall be elected by the qualified 
voters of the State at general elections 
beginning with 1978, The Secretary of State 
shall be appointed by the Governor, The 
Commissioner of the General Land Office shall 
be elected or appointed as provided oy law, 
Appointive officers of the Executive 
Department shal l be appointed by the Governor 
with the advice and consent of the Senate and 

shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor, 
Elective officers of the Executive Department 
shall serve four-year terms, All officers of 
the Executive Department shall reside at the 
seat of government, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 211 

By Delegate Ogg: 

To Committee on Educat ion, 

C,C,P, 211, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the fu nd ing of institutions 
of higner education, 

BE IT PRO PO SEU BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTI TUTIONAL 

section 1, That the following sections 
be included in Article VII: 

Section --· PERMANEN'r UN IVERSITY n,· D, 
ITS ADMINISTRATION, ITS INVESTMENTS: 
AVAILABLE UNIVERSITY FUND ANU ITS 
EXPENDITURE, (a) The Permanent University 
Funa consists of the two million acres of 
land set apart and appropriated for the 
establishment and maintenance of The 
University of Texas by the Constitution of 
1876 and the Legislative Act of April 10, 
1883, together with the proceeds of t he sale 
of such land, including the sale of oil, gas, 
and other minerals from such land, and the 
securities and other assets purchased with 
the proceeds, All proceeds shall be 
invested, and only the income froffi the 
Permanent University Fund may be appropriated 
and expended, 

lb) The Permanent University Fund shall 
be held in trust for the people of Texas and 
for the use and benefit of all state 
institutions of higher education except 
public junior colleges and technical 
institutes, The land set apart to the 
Permanent University Fund, if sold, shall be 
sold under such regulations, at such times, 
and on such terms as may be provided by law, 

Cc) The Coordinating Board, Texas 
College and University System, may invest the 
Permanent University Fund in secur ities, 
bonds, or other obligations issued, insured, 
or guaranteed in any manner by the United 
States Government, or any of its agencies, in 
bonds issued by the State of Texas or any 
political subdivision tnereof, and i n such 
oonds, debentures, obligati ons, preferred 
stocks, or common stocks issued bY 
corporations, associations, or other 
institutions as the board may aeem to be 
proper in vestments for the Permanent 
University Fund , ~owever, not more than one 
percent of the Fund shall be invested in the 
securities of any one corporation nor shall 
more than five percent of the voting stock of 
any one corporation be owned by the Fund, In 
maKing eacn and all investments, the board 
shall exercise the judgment and care under 
the circumstances then prevailing that men of 
ordinary prudence, discretion, and 
intelligence exercise in the management of 
their own affairs, not in regard to 
speculation, but ir. regard to the permanent 
disposition of their funds, considering the 
probable income therefrom as well as the 
probable safety of their capital, Tne board 
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shall make full disclosure of all investments 
as provided by law, 

Cd) The net income (that is, dividend.s, 
interest, and other income less 
administrative expense) of the Permanent 
University Fund shall constitute the 
Available University Fund, Out of the 
Available University Fund, the Legislature 
shall appropriate an annual sum sqfficient to 
pay the principal and interest due on 
Permanent University Fund bonds or notes 
issued pursuant to the next section or its 
predecessor sections ot prior constitutions. 
The remainder of the Available University 
Fund shall be appropriated by the Legislature 
for the support and maintenance of all State 
institutions of higher education except 
public junior colleges and technical 
institutes. 

Section--· PERMANENT UNIVlRSITY FUND 
BONDS OR ~OTES , (a) The Available 
University Fund may be pledged to secure or 
refund bonds issued heretofore or hereafter 
for acqu iring land, either with or without 
permanent improvements thereon, constructing, 
equippi ng , repairinq, rehabilitatinq 
buildings or other permanent improvements, 
and for acquiring capital equipment and 
library books and materials at the 
institutions for which the Fund js dedicated, 

Cb) The Legislature shall provide by 
law tor each issue ot bonas authorized by 
this Section and for equitable distribution 
of the proceeds on the basis of statewide 
needs, Responsibility tor issuance of bonds 
and allocation of proceeds shall be vested as 
provided by la~. 

Cc) Any bonas or notes issued pursuant 
to this Section shall be payable solely out 
of the Available University Fune, Bonds or 
notes so issuea shall mature serially or 
otherwise not more than thirty years from 
tneir respective dates, 

Cd) The Permanent Univer sity Fund may 
be invested in the bonds or notes issued 
pursuant to this Section. All bonds or no ( es 
shall be approved by the Attorney General of 
Texas and when so approved shall be 
incontestable, 

section 2, That the following section 
be excluded from the constitution: 

section--· STATE HIGHER EDUCA'fIUN TAX 
FUND FOR THE BENEFIT OF CERTAIN INSTITUTIONS 
OF HIGHER EDUCAfION, (a) Tne Legislature 
shall levy a State ad valorem tax on property 
at a rate not less than ten cents on the one 
hundred dollars valuation sufficient to 
provide a level of support necessary to 
promote the attainment of first class status 
for all State institutions of higher 
education except those institutions included 
in the Texas A&M University System and The 
University of Texas System, all public 
community colleges, and all State tecnnical 
institutes, 

Cb) The proceeds of this tax shall 
comprise the Higher Education Tax Fund, 

Cc) The Higher Education Tax Fund may 
be pledged to secure or ref und bonds issued 
heretofore or hereafter for acquiring land, 
either with or without permanent improvements 
thereon, c onstructing, equipping, repairing, 
rehabilitating buildings or other permanent 
improvements, and for acquiring capital 
equipment and ltbrary books and materials at 

the institutions for which the Fund is 
created. After appropriat1nq an annual sum 
sufficient to pay the principal and interest 
due on such bonds, the Legislature snall 
appropriate the remainder of the Funo tor the 
support and maintenan~e of State institutions 
of higher education otner than Th~ University 
of Texas at Austin, Texas A~M University at 
College Station, the public community 
colleges, and the State technical institutes. 

(d) The Legislature Shdll provide by 
law for each issue of bonds authorized by 
this section and for equitable distribution 
of the proceeds on the basis of statewide 
needs, Responsibility for issuance of bonds 
and allocation of proceeds shall be vested as 
provided by law, 

Ce) From the date on which the~ becafue 
eligible to participate in the spec ial tax 
fund established in this Section, the 
institutions participating in this fund shall 
not receive any general revenue funds tor 
acquiring land or permanent irr.proverr.en ts, or 
for constructing and equipping new t:u1ldi1.g5 
or other permanent improvements, exce~t that 
in the case of flrP or natural rtisaster the 
Legislature ruay appropriate trom general 
revenue an amount sufficient to replace the 
uninsured loss. 

Cf) If tor any reason the tax 
authorized by this s-ection is held invalid, 
the Legislature shall provide an equal amount 
of revenue from other sources. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 212 

By Delegates ~ales and Earle: 

To Committees on the Judiciary and Loral 
Government. 

c.c.P. 212, A PROPOSAL FOP. INCORPORAT.ON 
IN THE CONSTITUTIUN Of TEXA~ 

Relating to prosecuting attorneys. 

BE IT PROPOSED bY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

ThE CONS1 n'UTIOt AL 

That the followino sections be 1ncJ4aed 
in Article V and Transition Schedu.e, 
respectively: 

Section--· PROS~CUTING ATTORNEYS 
Except in the case of disability, 

disqualification, or upon the tinding of good 
cause by the Supreme Court as provided by 
law, the State shall be representea in all 
criminal suits in the courts of this &tate t;y 
licensed attorneys elected as proviaea by la~ 
from a county or a district composed ot n?t 
more than four counties. 

section--· PROSECUTING ATTORNFYS 
All laws pertain1nq to the offices of 

County Attorney, District Attorney, and 
Criminal District Attorney shall continue in 
force and effect until altered by law, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 213 

By Delegate Whitehead: 

To Co~~ittee on Finance. 

C,C,P, 213, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORrORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION Of TEXAS 

Relating to the exemption of certain 
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property from ad valorem taxes. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following provision be included 
in Article VIII, Section 2: 

The Legislature by general law may 
exempt from ad valorem taxation: 

Property, not held for profit, owned by 
a nonprofit water supply corporation which is 
reasonably necessary for, and is used in the 
acquisition, storage, transportation and 
distribution of water or is used in providing 
sewage or waste water treatment service. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 214 

Sy Delegates ~rant, Earle, Bales and Baker: 

To Committee on the Judiciary, 

C,C,P, 214, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Providing an Article Von the Judiciary, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article V read as follows: 
ARTICLE V, THE JUDICIARY 

Section 1, JUDICIAL SYSTEM, Courts 
shall be establisned by law to provide for 
the efficient and effective administration of 
justice, The duties, venue, jurisdiction, 
qualifications of judges and provisions for 
remova l shall be provided by law, 

Section 2, JURIES, Ca) There shall be 
t ria l juries and grand juries as providea by 
law, 

Cb) A party shall have a right to a 
jury trial upon demand, as provided by law, 

Section 3, JUDICIAL COUNCIL, There 
shall be a Judicial Council with such 
authority and functions as shall be provided 
by law, 

Section 4, CLERKS , The courts of the 
state shall have clerks with such 
qualifications, functions, and provisions for 
removal as shall be required bY law, 

CONSTlTUTIONAL CONVENTION ~ROPOSAL 215 

By Delegate Pentony: 

To Committee on Education, 

C,C,P, 215, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Providing an article on education, 

BE IT PROPOSEO BY 
CONVENtION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article VII read as follows: 
ARTICLE VII 

EOUCATION 
Sec, 1, EQUlTAbLE SUPPORT OF FREE 

PUBLIC SChOULS, Ca) A general diftusion of 
knowledge being essential to the preservation 
of the liberties and rights of the people, it 
shall be the duty of the Le~islature to 
establish and make suitable provision for the 

equitable support and maintenance of an 
efficient system of free public schools and 
to provide equal educational opportunity for 
each person in this State, 

Cb) In distributing state resources in 
support of the free puclic schools, the 
Legislature shall ensure that the quality of 
education made available shall not be based 
on wealth other than the wealth ot •• State 
as a whole and that State s uppo rted 
educational programs shall r~cognize 
variations in the backgrounds, needs, and 
abilities of all stuaents, ln distributing 
State resources, the Legislature ~ay take 
into account the variations in local tax 
burden to support other local government 
services, 

Sec, 2, PERMAN~NT AND AVAILABLE SCH00L 
FUND. Ca) The ~ermanent School f und 
consists of all property set apart for 
support of the free putlic schools, The 
Permanent Fund shall not be expended but 
shall be preserved and invested at the 
direction of the State Board ot Education in 
the manner prescribe~ by la~. 

Cb) The Available School Fund consists 
of income from the PermanPnt Fund together 
with all State taxes dedicated to support the 
free public schools. 

(C) The Available Fund shall be 
appropriated by the Legislature to support 
the free public schools, incluaing the 
provision of free textbooks and such other 
instructional materials as may be required in 
academic programs, 

Sec, 3, PROHIBITION OF AID TO 
NON-PUBLlC SCHOOLS, Public funds shall not 
be used for support of religious, 
church-affiliated, or proprietary schools 
that provide education below the college 
level: nor shall public tunas be provided to 
any students for payment of expenses Jncurred 
by attending such schools, 

Sec, 4, D~DICATED SCHOOL TAX, 
One-fourth of the revenue from State 
occupation taxes and one-fourth of the net 
revenue from the State motor fuel tax are 
dedicated to the Available Schoo l Fur.n. 

Sec. 5. STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 
There shall be a State Board of Eaucation 
which shall have the duties provided in this 
Article and by law, The Legis lature may 
provide either for appointed or elected 
members whose terms shall not exceed six 
years. If the board 1s e lective, the 
Governor shall appoint four additional 
members to the board, In making appointments 
the Governor shall give consideration to fair 
and equitable representation of the sexes, 
ethnic groups, social groups, anJ economic 
groups, 

Sec, 6, SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
DISTRICTS, The Legislature shall define by 
general law the duties and functions of 
school and community college districts and 
shall provide for establishing, financing, 
altering, consolid~ting, ano ~holishing such 
districts, 

Sec, 7, FIRST CLASS COLLiG~S A~U 
UNIVERSITIES , 'file I,eqislature shall provide 
for a s ystem ot higher education of the first 
class and shall insure that State support of 
higher education, in whatever form, is 
distribut ed equitably on the oasis of 
statewiae neeos, 

Sec. 8, PERMAN~N'f ANO AVAILA8LE 
UNIVERSITY FUNDS. (a) Tne Permanent 
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University ~und consists of all property set 
apart for the establishment and maintenance 
of any institution ot higher education in the 
State, The Permanent Fund shall oe held in 
trust for the People of Texas and for the 
benefit and furtherance of higher education 
in Texas and shall be preserved and invested 
at the direction of the Coordinating Board, 
Texas College and University System, in the 
manner prescribed by law, 

(b) Tne Availaole University Fund 
consists of the net income (that is, 
dividends, interest, and other income less 
administrative expense) of the Permanent 
University Fund, together with any taxes 
appropriated or dedicated to higher education 
in Texas, 

(c) Out of the Availaole University 
Fund, the Legislature shall appropriate an 
annual sum sufficient to pay the principal 
and interest due on Permanent University Fund 
bonds or notes issued by the Coordinating 
Soard pursuant to the next Section or its 
predecessors and the re~ainder shall be 
subject to appropriation by the Legislature 
for the support, maintenance, and furtherance 
of higher education in Texas, 

sec, 9, PERMANENT UNIVERSITY FUND BONDS 
OR NOTr.S, (a) The Coordinating Board, Texas 
College and University System, is hereby 
authorized to issue in an amount not to 
exceed thirty percent of the value of the 
Permanent University Fund exclusive of real 
estate at the time of any issuance, 
negotiable bonds and notes for the following 
purposes: (1) acquiring land either with or 
without permanent improvements; (2) 
constructing new buildings or other permanent 
improvements; (3) repairing and 
rehabilitating existing buildings or other 
permanent improvements; (4) acquiring library 
booKs and materials; (5) acquJ.ring capital 
equipment; (6) providing financial assistance 
to students; and (7) refunding any bonds 
heretofore or hereafter issued, 

Cb) Any bonds or notes issued pursuant 
to this Section snall be payable solely out 
of the Available University Fund, Bonds or 
notes so issued shall mature serially or 
otherwise not more than thirty years from 
their respective dates, 

Cc) The Coordinating Board shall 
equitably distribute the proceeds of bonds 
and notes issued pursuant to this section for 
the benefit of institutions of higher 
education on the basis of statewide need, 

Cd) All bonds or notes issued pursuant 
to this Section shall be approved by the 
Attorney General of Texas and when so 
approved shall be incontestable, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 216 

By Delegate Patman: 

To Committee on General Provisions, 

C,C,P, 216, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS . 

Providing that the Legislature may 
define interest ano fix maximum rates of 
interest; and providing that the po~er of the 
Legislature to define interest and fix 
maximum rates ot interest shall not be 

delegated by the Legislature to any board or 
agency ot the government, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following section be included 
in Article III: 

Section --· AUTHORITY OF THE 
LEGISLATURE TO DEFINE INTEREST AND FIX THE 
MAXIMUM RATES OF INTEREST; CERTAIN POwERS OF 
THE LEGISLATURE NON-DELEGABLE TO ANY BOARD OR 
GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY, 

The Legislature shall have the authority 
to classify loans and lenders, license and 
regulate lenders, define interest and fix 
maximum rates ot interest, 

The powers of the Legislature to define 
interest and fix maximum rates of interest 
shall not be subject to delegation by the 
Legislature to any board or governmental 
agency, 

CONSTITUTiuNAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 217 

By Delegate Denson: 

To Committee on the Juoiciary, 

C,C,P, 217, A PROPOSAL FOH INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relatin~ to merit selection aqd partisan 
election, 

BE IT PROPOSED Bi 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article v, Section 8 read as 
follows: 

Ca) There is hereby created a Judicial 
Selection Committee which shall be composed 
of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

(b) When a vacancy occurs in the office 
of tne Chief Justice of Texas, a supreme 
court justice, or a court of a~peals judge, 
the vacancy shall be tilled within 60 days by 
the Judicial Selection Committee with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, from judges 
of the unified judicial system presiding at 
the time of the vacancy, In reakina a 
selection, the Com~ittee shall consider ~nly 
those who have demonstrated judicial talent 
and temperament, efticiency in court 
operations, and are well qualified from 
experience and knowledge ot tr.e law, but 
among those so qualified, shall give tair 
consideration to the sexes, ethnic groups and 
geographical regions of the State, A justice 
or juoge appointed pursuant to this 
Subsection shall be subject, in the manner 
provided by law, to approval or rejection on 
a Partisan ballot at the first general 
election held more tnan ten months after tne 
appointment is made, and every sixth year 
thereafter, 

Cc) If the Supreme Court determines 
that the Chief Justice is temporarily 
disabled, it s·hall designate another justice 
of the Supreme Court to serve temporarily as 
acting Chief Justice until tne disability 
ends, 

(d) District and county judges shall ne 
elected on a partisan ballot by the qualified 
voters as provided by law, Judges of the 
district courts shall serve six-year terms, 
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and judges of the county courts shall serve 
four-year terms. Vacancies in the office of 
judge of the district and county courts shall 
be filled until the next succeeding general 
election by the Governor with the advice and 
consent of the senate. 

Ce) Justices of the peace shall be 
elected every four years by the qualified 
voters of the county or precinct. Vacancies 
in the office shall be filled by the county 
Commission for the remainder of the term. 

(fl No active justice or judge in the 
unified judicial system may engage in the 
practice of law. If any justice or judge 
files as a candidate for any elective 
nonjudicial office, the judicial office shall 
immediately become vacant, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 218 

By Delegate Munson: 

To Committee on General Provisions, 

C,C.P, 218, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to separate and community 
property of husband and wife, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the section on separate and 
community property of husband and wife read 
as follows: 

Section __ , SEPARATE AND COMMUNITY 
PROPERTY OF HUSBAND AND WIFE, All property 
owned or claimed by each spouse before 
marriage, and that acquired afterward by 
gift, devise, or descent, shall be the 
separate property ot that spouse: and laws 
shall be passed more clearly defining the 
rights of each spouse in relation to separate 
property as well as to that held in common 
with one another, A husoand and wife may 
from time to time and by written instrument 
partition between themselves in severalty or 
into equal undivided interests all or any 
part of their existing community property, 
In like manner, they may exchange between 
themselves the community interest of one in 
any Property for the community interest of 
the other in otner community property, The 
portion or interest set aside to each by 
partition or exchange shall be and constitute 
a part of the separate property of such 
spouse, A partition or exchange under this 
section shall not prejudice the rights of 
preexisting creditors, A husband and wife by 
written agreement may create from their 
community property a joint estate with rights 
of survivorship in a homestead, without 
partitioning, This provision is 
self-operative, but laws may be passed 
prescribing reasonable requirements not 
inconsistent herewith, 

CONST ITUTI ONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 219 

By Delegates Waters, Sutton, Vick, Watson, 
Denton, Green of Harris, Miller and Baker: 

To Committee on the Executive. 

C,C.P, 219, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSfITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relatlng to the Governor's general veto 
power, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION Of TEXAS: 

T~E CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Subsection (a), Section 13, of 
Article IV read as foll ows: 

(a) Every bill that passes both houses 
of the Legislature shall be presented to the 
Governor. The Governor may approve the bill 
by signing it in Which event it shall oecome 
law and shall be filed with the Secretary of 
State, The Governor may veto tne bill by 
returning it with objections to the house in 
which it originatea, Tnat house shal l enter 
the objections in its journal ~nd reconsider 
the bill for passage over tne veto. If the 
bill passes that house by a two-thirds record 
vote of the membership present and voting, it 
shall be sent with the Governor's objections 
to the other house which shall enter the 
objections i n its journal and reconsider the 
bill for passage over the veto, If the bill 
likewise passes that house by a two-thirds 
record vote of the membership present and 
voting, the bill shall become a law and shall 
be filed with tne Secretary of State, If t he 
Governor fails to veto a bill within ten days 
(Sundays excepted) after it is presented, the 
bill shall become a law and sha ll be filed 
with the Secretary of State, If the 
Leg islature by its adjournment prevents a 
veto, the blll shall become a law and shall 
be filed with the Secretary of State unless 
within twenty days after adjournment the 
Governor files the bill and objections with 
the secretary of State and qives publ ic 
notice thereof by proclamation, If the same 
Legislature meets again, the secretary of 
State shall return the bil! with tne 
Governor's objections to the nouse in which 
the bill originated for reconsideration in 
tne manner provided above, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 220 

By Delegates wa t ers , rlaker, Sutton, Vick and 
Watson : 

To Committee on the Executive, 

C,C,P, 220, A PROPOSAL FOR lNCORPOKATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to clemency , 

BE IT PKUPOSEU BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Section 18 of Article IV read as 
follows: 

Section 18, REPHIEVES , COMMUTATIONS, 
AND PARDONS: REMISSION OF FIN~S AND 
FORFEITURES, The Governor shall have power 
as provided by law to grant reprieves 
relating to tile execution of death sentences, 
and to qrant commutations, pardons , and th e 
remission of fines and torfeitures, The 
Legislature, by General Law, may provide f o r 
reduction of punishment, removal of 
conviction, or restoration ot rights after 
conviction, 
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 221 

By Delegates waters, Baker, Sutton, Vick and 
Watson: 

To Committee on the Executive, 

C,C,P, 221, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Excluding the Governor's power to veto 
resolutions and orders, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVf.NTION OF Tf.XAS: 

TIIS CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the followiny language be excluded 
from Section 13 of Article IV: 

Cc) All orders and resolutions 
requiri ng the concurrence of both houses of 
the Legislature, except those concerning 
adjournment dnd legislative rules and those 
proposing amendments to the Constitution or a 
referendum on incurring State debt, shall be 
presented to the Governor, If the Governor 
disapproves an order or resolution, it shall 
not become effective unless repdssed in the 
manner provided for in Subsection Ca), 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENJION PROPOSAL 222 

By Delegates Haters, Baker, Sutton, Vick and 
Watson: 

To Committee on the Executive, 

C,C,P, 222, A PRUPUSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the Governor's power to veto 
appropriations items, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF Tf.XAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Subsection Ch), section 13, o f 
Article IV read as follows: 

Cb) The Governor may veto any item of 
appropriation in a bill. Portions of a bill 
not vetoed shall become law, Items vetoed 
together with the ~overnor's objections shall 
be returned to the house in which the bill 
originated for reconsideration in the manner 
providea in Subsection Cal, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVFNTION PROPOSAL 223 

By Delegate Mauzy: 

To Committee on the Legislature, 

C,C,P, 223, A PRUPUSAL FOH IWCURPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the qual ification of members 
of the legislature, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS : 

CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following zection, 
appropriately numbered, of Article III read 
as follows: 

Section 
Ca) A --· person 

QUALirICATIUN ur MEMHERS, 
shall be eligible for 

election to the senate if a citizen of the 
United States, a qualified voter, eighteen 
years of age or older, and a resident of this 
State tor five ·years and of the senatorial 
district for one year immediately preceding 
the election, 

Cb) A person shall be elic.ible for 
election to the House of Representatives if a 
citizen of the United States, a qualified 
voter, eighteen years of age or older, and a 
resident of this State for two years and of 
the representative u1strict for one year 
immediately preceding the election, 

Cc) In the general elec tion following a 
redistricting, a person shall be eliQible to 
be elected to the Legislature from any new 
district that contains a part or the district 
in which that person was eligible tor 
election on the effective aate o t the 
redistricting , but only if within thirty aays 
after the date of the filing as a candidate 
in the primary election that person becomes a 
resident of tne new district, 

Cd) A memher of the Legislature may not 
nold any otner office or position of profit 
or trust under this State, the llnited States, 
or any foreign government, except as a me mber 
of the National Guard, National Guard 
Reserve, or any of the armed forces of the 
United States, or as a notary public, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAi, 224 

By Delegate Mauzy: 

To Committee on the _Judiciary, 

c.c,P. 224, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
I N THE CONSTlTUTlUN OF TE:XAS 

Relating to the charge to the jury in 
all actions for damages, 

BE IT PRO PO SEU BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Section 19 of Article V read as 
follows: 

section 19, General charge or charge to 
jury in all actions for damages, In all 
actions for damages the court snall submit 
the issue to the jury in a yeneral charge, 
which shall read either, "We find tor the 
plaintiff in the amount of __ dollars" or 
"We find for the defendant," 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 225 

By Delegate Mauzy: 

To Committee on the Judiciary, 

C,C,P, 225, A PROPOSAL fOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION or TEXAS 

Helating to damages for pain and anguish 
resulting from the wrongful death of a child, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CON S'i'I TUT I UN AL 

rnat the followin g section, 
appropriately numbered, be included in the 
appropriate article: 

Section ---· DAMAGES FOK WRONGFIJL DEATH 
OF A CHILD. In litigation involving the 
wr ongful death of a minor child, melltal pain 
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and anguish s uffered by a parent of the child 
as a result of the child's death shall be 
considered in determining the amount of 
damages to be awarded. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 226 

By Delegate Mauzy: 

To Committee on the Judiciary. 

c.c.P. 226, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the submission of cases to 
juries on general charge. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTIO~ UF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

rnat the followina section, 
appropriately numbered, be included in the 
appropriate article: 

section --· GENERAL CHARGE. In all 
civil cases tried with the aid of a jury, the 
court's charge to the jury shall be submitted 
on a general charge rather than on special 
issues. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 227 

By Delegate Mauzy: 

To Committee on the Executive. 

c.c.P. 227, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Helating to the creation oi a Department 
of Labor and Industry. 

BE IT PRO PO SEU ~y 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTI ONAL 

That the following section be included 
in the dpproprlate article: 

Section --• LABOR. 
legislature shall provide for a 
Labor and Industry, headed by a 
appointed by the governor and 
the senate. 

Ca) The 
Department of 
Commissioner 
confirmed by 

(bl A maximum period of d hours ls a 
regular day's work in a ll industries and 
employment except agriculture and stock 
raising. The legislature may change this 
maximum period to promote the general 
welfare. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PRUPUSAL 228 

By Delegate Mauzy: 

To Committee on the Judiciary. 

c.c.P. 228, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTI ON OF TEXAS 

Relating to civil litigation in which a 
real party in interest ls an insurance 
company. 

BE IT PRO PO SEU BY 
CONVENTlO~ OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That tne following section, 

appropriately numbered, be included in the 
appropriate article: 

Section--· DIRECT ACTION. In civil 
11t1gat1on in which an insurance company is a 
real party in interest, the 1nj11red party 
shall have a right of direct action against 
the insurance company and suit may be brought 
against the insured alone or against the 
insured and the insurer jointly, at the 
option of the injured party. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 229 

By Delegate Mauzy: 

To Committee on General Provisions. 

c.c.P. 229, A PROPOSAL FOR lNCOHPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating t o the right to privacy. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

Tnat the following section be included 
in the appropriate article: 

section -· RIGHT TO PRIVACY. The 
absolute necessity of a right of privacy to 
the free exercise of rights and liberties ls 
recognized. Tne State and its political 
subdivi s ions shall not pass any law, make any 
policy, issue any regulations, or spend any 
public t.unds in a manner which 1nfrinaes on a 
person's right to privacy, except that the 
State and its political subdivisions may 
collect, maintain, and disseminate 
information for lealtima te aovernmental 
purposes to the extent necessary to achieve 
those purposes . No private person may 
infringe on a person's riaht to privacy. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 230 

By Delegate Mauzy: 

To Committee on Education. 

c .c.P. 230, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORA~ION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION CF TEXAS 

Provictin0 an article on education. 

BE IT PROPOSED HY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THt CONSTTTUl'IONAL 

That Article VII read as follOWSI 
Article VII. EDUCATION 

section 1. EQUITABLE SYSTEM OF PUBLIC 
EDUCATION. 

Ca) A gene ral d1ffus1or, of kr,owledge 
being essential to the preservation of the 
liberties and rlgnts of the people, the 
Legislature shall establ1sh a nd equitably 
support and maintain an ett1c1ent system of 
public education which provides educational 
opportunities for each person in this State. 

(bl Equality of educational opportunity 
ls guaranteea to each person of the State, 
No person shall be discriminated against in 
the educational opportunities provided by 
public educational institutions, eith~r with 
respect to services or resources, because o f 
race, religion, color, national origin, sex, 
individual wealth, or other criteria 
unrelated to educational needs. 

Sec. 2. FREE PUBL IC SCHOOLS. 
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(a) The Legislature shall provide for a 
basic system of free public elementary and 
secondary schools. No person may be deprived 
of an elementary and secondary education 
unless he is unable to benefit from 
attendance at a public school. No person may 
oe required to pay school fees or tuition, or 
otherwise be charged for any materials or 
services incictent t o public elementary and 
secondary education. 

(bl In providing for the equitable 
support of the free public schools , the 
Legislature shall ensure that each student 
enrolled in a public school has access to 
programs and services which are appropriate 
to the student's educational needs and which 
are s~bstantially equal to those available to 
any similar student, notwithstanding 
geographic differences and varying local 
economic factors. 

sec. 3 , STATE ijOAHD or EDUCATluN, The 
governance of the free public schools is 
vested in the State Board ot Education whose 
members shall be elected in the manner 
prescribed by law, 

Sec, 4, SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
DISTRICTS, The Legislature shall provide by 
general law for the establishing, financing, 
altering, consolidating, and abolishing of 
school and community college districts and 
shall define their duties and functions. 

Sec, 5, PROHIBITION OF AID TO NONPUBLIC 
SCHOOLS. Public funds sha l l not be used for 
support of religious or church aftiliated 
schools , nor shall public funds be provided 
to any students for payment of expenses 
incurred by attending such schools, 

CONSTlTUTlONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 231 

By Delegate Vick: 

To Committee on Finance, 

C,C,P, 231, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the assess~ent of lands 
classified for open-space use, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following section be included 
in Article VIII: 

Section --· ASSESSMENT OF LANDS 
CLASSIFIED FOR OPEN- SPACE USE, The 
Legislature, by gene ral law, may classity 
qualified property as open-s pace land and 
provide that all land so qualified and 
classified be assessed for any tax purposes 
on the basis of the income producing capacity 
of the land, The income producing capacity 
shall be determined on the bas is of the use 
to which the land is put in order to qualify 
as open-space land, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PHOPOSAL 232 

By Delegates Harris of Galveston, Baker, 
Sutton, Nichols, Green ot Harris, watson and 
Denton: 

To Committee on the txecutive, 

c.c.P. 232, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the eligibility and 
installation of the Governor. 

BE IT PHOPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONS1ITUT10NAL 

That Section 4 of Article IV read as 
follows: 

Section 4, GOVERNOR'S ELIGIBILITY AND 
INSTALLATI ON. (a) The Governor shall be at 
least thirty years of age, shall be a citizen 
of the United States, and shall have been a 
resident of this State at least five years 
immediately preceding election, 

Cb) The Legislature shall provide 
appropriations for a staff and office space 
for a new Governor-elect prior to 
inauguration, A new Governor-elect shall be 
entitled to receive from governmental 
agencies those reports to which an incumbent 
Governor is entitleo, 

Cc) The Governor shall be inaugurated 
on the second Tuesday in January or as soon 
thereafter as practicable, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 233 

By Delegate Doran: 

ro Committee on Finance, 

C,C,P, 233, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the imposition of income 
taxes, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
COHVENTIOH OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTI'fUTIONAL 

That section 4, Article VIII, read as 
follows: 

Section 4, STATE TAXES ON INCOME, (a) 
No personal Jncome tax may be imposed or 
increased except on approval of four-fifths 
of tne mem0ership ot each house of the 
Legislature, 

(bl Income taxes may be imposed on 
personal or corporat~ !~come or both and may 
be calculated through graduateo rates or 
other methods, and the law may define income 
by reference to the laws of the United States 
as they then exist or as thereafter changed, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVEN1ION PRO~OSAL 234 

By Delegate Nowlin: 

To Committee on General Provisions. 

C,C,P, 234 , A PROPOSAL fOH INCORPORA1'10h 
IN THE CONSTITUTION or TEXAS 

Relating to the protection of homestea ds 
of persons 65 years of age or over, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

The the following sub-section be 
included in Article X, section 12: 

c __ J The Legis lature may by law 
provide for the pro tection from forced sale 
for taxes due on the homestead s of persons 
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sixty-five (65) years of age or older. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 235 

By Delegates Wilson, Hubenak and Moore: 

To Committee on General Provisions. 

c.c.P. 235, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to separate and 
property of husband and wife. 

community 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the section on separate and 
community property of husband and wife read 
as follows: 

Section --· SEPARATE AND COMMUNITY 
PROPERTY OF HUSBAND AND WIFE. (a) All 
property owned or claimed by each spouse 
before marriage, and that acquired afterward 
by gift, devise, or descent, shall be the 
separate property of tnat spouse; within the 
principles of that definition, more precise 
rules and definitions may be prescribed by 
law, and laws may be passed more clearly 
defining the rights of each spouse in 
relation to separate and community property. 

Cb) The above definition does not limit 
the power of the spouses to enter into 
contracts or other transactions between 
themselves which affect their property 
rights. Subject to restrictions imposed by 
law, the spouses may enter into contracts or 
other transactions which change community 
property into separate property or separate 
property into community property, without 
prejudice to the rights of preexisting 
creditors, a husband and wife may change 
existing community property into separate 
property by a gift or sale to either of them, 
by a partition between themselves in 
severalty or into equal undivided interests, 
or by an exchange between themselves of the 
community interest of one in any property for 
the community interest of the other in other 
community property. Without a partition or 
exchange, they may, by an express provision 
in a document of title, dispositive 
instrument, or written agreement, change 
community property into property owned by 
them as joint tenants with right of 
survivorship or create between themselves a 
right of survivorship in community property. 
Separate property of a spouse may be changed 
into community property either by a gift or 
by a contract between the spouses, 

CONST ITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 236 

By Delegates Gammage and Hubenak: 

To Committee on General Provisions. 

c.c.P. 236, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATI ON 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Re lating to homesteads. 

BE IT PROPOSED EY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the section on homesteads read as 
follows: 

Section --· HOMESTEAD. (a) The 
homestead of a family and of such other 
persons as may be designated by law is 
protected from forced sale for the payment of 
all debts, except for purchase money 
therefor, taxes due thereon, and work and 
material used in constructing improvements 
thereon when the work and material are 
contracted for in writing by the owner but, 
in the case of married persons, only if both 
spouses consent to the contract in the manner 
required when a homestead is sold. A 
homestead of married persons may be sold only 
with the consent of both spouses, except that 
when the homestead is the community property 
or the sepa rate property of the spouse 
desiring to sell, it may be sold as provided 
by law without the consent of the other 
spouse if the latter is incompetent, has 
disappeared, or has abandoned the homestead, 
as provided by law. No mor tgage, trust deed, 
or other lien on a residential homestead 
shall be valid except for the purchase money 
therefor or for improvements made thereon, as 
provided above. Liens may be created on 
non-residential homesteads but only in the 
manner required for a conveyance thereof. 
All pretended sales of the homestead 
involving any condition of defeasance shall 
be void. 

Cb) The homestead not in a city, town, 
or village shall consist of not more than two 
hundred acres of land , which may be in one or 
more parcels with the improvements thereon. 
Of the two hundred acres, only fifty acres on 
which the home is located shall be classified 
as residential and the remainder shall be 
classified as non-residential. Onc e 
acquired, a homestead not in a city, town, or 
village may not lose its status as a rural 
homestead without the owner's consent. The 
nomestead in a city, town, or village shall 
consist of land valued at the time of 
establishment thereof, and without reference 
to the value of any improvements thereon, at 
not more than ten thousand dollars or any 
larger sum as may be prov ided by law, A 
homestead in a city, town, or village is a 
residential homestead if used as a home and 
is non-residential if used as a place for the 
exercise of tre calling or business of the 
head of a family or such other person as may 
be designated 0y law, A home remains a 
homestead while temporarily rented only so 
long as no other homestead is acouired. 

Cc) The homestead of married persons 
shall descend and vest like any other real 
property, excep t that the homestead shall not 
be partitioned so long as it is used and 
occupied as a home either by the surviving 
spouse, or by minor children if the use and 
occupancy have been granted by the cou r t, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 237 

By Delegate Leland: 

To Committee on General Provisions. 

c.c.P. 237, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION Of TEXAS 

Relating to the right to health care. 

BE IT 
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CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

That the following section be included 
in the appropriate article: 

Section -· RIGHT TO HEALTH CARE. 
Every person, regardless of race, sex, color, 
national origin, sexual orientation, or 
economic condition, is entitled to adequate, 
comprehensive health care of high quality. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 238 

By Delegate Jones of Taylor: 

To Committee on Finance. 

C,C,P, 238, A PROPOSAL FOk INCORPORATI ON 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to a mass transportation fund, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article VIII on finance include the 
following provision: 

Section --· MASS TRANSPORTATION FUND, 
Ca) The legislature, by a two-thirds vo te of 
the membership of each house, may authorize 
the issuance of bonds the receipts from the 
sale of which shall be deposited in the mass 
transportation fund to be used by the state, 
political subdivisions, or transportation 
authorities solely tor the support of mass 
transportation, 

Cb) The legislature may not authorize 
the issuance of, nor may there be issued, 
bonds in an amount which would require more 
than one-fourth of the sales and use taxes on 
~otor vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers to 
be used for debt retirement in any year, 

Cc) After the issuance of bonds 
authorized as provided in this section, the 
comptroller shall set aside from the first 
money received from the i mposition of sales 
and use taxes on motor vehicles, trailers, 
and semitrailers a sufficient amount each 
year to meet the principal and interest 
require ments on the bonds for that year, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 239 

By Delegate Reynolds: 

To Committee on Finance, 

C,C,P, 239, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to a dedicated school tax, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following section be included 
in Article VII: 

Section--· DEDICATED SCHOOL TAX, (a) 
Except as provided in Subsection Cb) and 
subject to legislative appropriation, 
~llocation, and direction, one-fourth of the 
revenue from State occupation taxes and 
one-fourth of the net revenue from the State 
motor fuel tax are dedicated to the Available 
School Fund, 

Cb) That portion of the revenue from 

State occupation taxes and of the net revenue 
from the State motor fuel tax derived from 
any increase in the respective rates of these 
taxes over the rates in effect at the time of 
adoption of this Constitution may be 
allocated as provided by law, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 240 

Sy Delegate Reynolds: 

To Committee on Rights and Suffrage. 

c.c.P, 240, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to amendment of the 
Constitution by constitutional conventions , 

SE IT PROPOSED HY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article XI, section 2, read as 
follows: 

Section 2, CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 
(a) The Legislature by a record vote of 
two-thirds of the membership of each house 
may submit to the qualified voters of the 
State the question of whether to call a 
constitutional convention, The question 
shall be submitted at t he first general 
election occurring at least six months after 
the Legislature proposes the question, A 
constitutional convention shall be called if 
approved by a majority o f the qualified 
voters voting on the questi on , 

Cb) The Legislature shall, at the next 
legislative session following approval of a 
constitutional convention by the qualified 
voters, provide by law for the time, place, 
and duration of the convention; f ix and 
provide for the pay, allowances, and expenses 
of delegates and officers; and provide for 
the expenses of the convention, The first 
meeting of the c onvention shall be within 
three months after the election of delegates, 

(c) The constitutional convention may, 
by a two-thirds vote of its membership, 
propose any revision or amendments to the 
Constitution, The convention shall determine 
the manner of submission, the date of the 
election, which shall be not less than two 
nor more than six months after the convention 
adjourns, and the manner of publicizing the 
proposals to be voted on, 

Cd) Any proposed revision or amendments 
shall become effective, as the co nvention 
provides, if approved by a majority of 
qualified voters voting on the question, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 241 

Sy Delegate Reynolds: 

To Committee on the Judiciary, 

c . c .P. 241, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Prov iding a Section 8 of Article V 
relating to selection of justices and judges, 

BE IT PROPOSEU BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Sect i on 8 of Article V read as 
follows: 
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Section 8, SELECTION Of JUSTICES AND 
JUDGES, Ca) When a vacancy occurs i n the 
office of the Chief Justice of Texas, a 
supreme court justice, or a court of appeals 
judge, the vacancy shall be filled by the 
governor with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, A justice or judge appointed 
pursuant to this Subsection shall be subject, 
in the manner provided by law, to approval or 
rejection on a nonpartisan ballot at the 
first general election he ld more than ten 
months after the appointment is made, and 
every sixth year thereafter, 

Cb) If the supreme Court determines 
that the Chief Justice is temporarily 
disabled, it shall designate another justice 
of the supreme Court to serve temporarily as 
acting Chief Justice until the disability 
ends, 

Cc) District and county judges shall be 
elected on a nonpartisan ballot by the 
qualified voters as provided by law, Judges 
of the district courts shall serve six-year 
terms, and judges of the county courts shall 
serve four-year terms, vacancies in the 
office of judge of the district and county 
courts shall be filled until the next 
succeeding general election by the Governor 
with the advice and consent of the senate, 

Cd) Justices of the peace s hall be 
elected every four years by the qualified 
voters of the county or precinct, Vacancies 
in the office shall be filled by the County 
Commission for the remainder of the term, 

Ce) No active justice or judge may 
engage in the practice of law, If any 
justice or judge files as a candidate for any 
elective nonjudicial office, the judicial 
office shall immediately become vacant, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 242 

By Delegate Truan: 

To Committee on General Provisions, 

C,C,P, 242, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to ~dult rights and rights of 
persons not adults, 

dE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONS'l'I'fUTIONAL 

That the following sections be included 
in Article x: 

section --· ADULT RIGHTS, A person 
eighteen years of age or o lder is an adult 
for all purposes, 

section --· RIGHTS OF PERSONS NOT 
ADULTS, The rights of persons under eighteen 
years of age shall include, but not be 
limited to, all the fundamental rights of 
Article I of this Constitution unless 
specifically precluded by laws which enhance 
tne protection of or opportunities for such 
persons, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 243 

ay Delegates Garcia and Vecchio: 

To Committees on Local Government and 
the Judiciary, 

C,C,P, 243, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating 
Attorneys, 

to 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

District 

THE 

and County 

CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following sections be included 
in Article IV, Article IX, and the Transition 
Schedule respectively: 

Section--• DISTRICT ATTORNEYS 
Ca) District Attorneys shall represent 

the State in all criminal suits in the Courts 
of this State, except: 

(1) in the case of disability or 
disqualificatjon; 

(2) upon the finding of gooo cause by 
the Supreme Court as provided by law; or 

(3) in cases where a county attorney 
represents the State as provided by law, 

Cb) District Attorneys shall be elected 
for four-year terms by the qualified voters 
in the district and shall have such other 
qualifications as provided by law~ 

section--· COUNTY OFFICIALS 
( ) A County Attorney shall be elected 

for each county, 
Section --· COUNn ATTORNEYS 
The office of County Attorney shall be 

deemed abolished in accordance with this 
Constitution in all counties without a County 
Attorney upon the effective date of this 
Constitution, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 244 

By Delegates Vecchio and Garcia: 

To Committee on the Legislature, 

C,C,P, 244, A PROPOSAL FOR INC ORPORATION 
IN THE CO~STITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the election 
President of the Senate, 

of the 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following section be included 
in the Legislative Art icle : 

Section __ • At the beginning and end 
of each session the Senate shall elect from 
its members a President of the senate as 
presiding officer, 

CONSTITUT IONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 245 

By Delegates Sutton and Thompson: 

To Committee on Finance, 

c.c.P. 245 , A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to Property Tax Exemptions , 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

That Article VIII, 
follows: 

Section 2, PROPERTY 
(a) Ther·e shall be 

valorem taxation: ( 1 ) 
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State except as provided by law and all other 
public property used for public purposes: (2) 
All household goods and personal effects not 
used for the production ot income: and (3) 
All farm products in the hands of the 
producer and family supplies for home and 
farm use, 

(b) There shall be exempt from State ad 
valorem taxation: (1) Three thousand dollars 
of the assessed value of all residence 
homesteads: and (2) The property of political 
subdivisions of the State, 

Cc) The Legislature by general law may 
exempt from ad valorem taxation: (1) 
Property used exclusively for educational or 
charitable purposes or places of burial not 
held for profit: (2) Up to three thousand 
dollars of the assessed value of property 
owne d by a disablect veteran of the armed 
services of the United States or by the 
surviving spouse and surviving minor children 
of a disabled veteran of the armed services 
of the United States: (3) Up to three 
thousand dollars of the assessed value of 
property owned by the surviving spouse or 
surviving minor children of any member of the 
armed services of the United States whose 
life was lost while on active duty: (4) 
Actual Places of religious worship: (5) Any 
property owned by a church or by a strictly 
religious society for the exclusive use as a 
dwelling place for the ministry of such 
church or religi ous society if the property 
yields no revenue to the church or religious 
society, but such exemption shall not extend 
to more property than 1s reasonably necessary 
for a dwelling place and in no event more 
than one acre of land: and (6) Any other 
property validly exempt at the time of 
adoption of this Consti t ut ion, 

Cd) The governing body of any political 
subdivision may exempt from ad valorem taxes 
not less than three thousand dollars of the 
assessed value of a residence owned and 
occupied by persons sixty-five years of age 
or over, If no exemption has been granted, 
the governing body, upon a petition signed by 
qualified voters equal in number t o at least 
twenty percent of those voting in the last 
preceding election held by the political 
subdivision, shall call an election to 
determine by majority vote whether to grant 
such an exemption in the amount, not less 
than three thousand dollars , specified in the 
petition, 

Ce) The Legislature by general law may 
provide relief from residential ad valorem 
for persons determined to be in need of such 
relief because of age, disability, or 
economic circumstances, 

(f) No exemptions from ad valorem 
taxation shall be granted except as 
authorized under this Section, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 246 

By Delegate Massey: 

To Committee on Local Government , 

C,C,P , 246, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the consolidation of 
~olitical subdivisions and ot offices and 

functions of political subdivisions, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

section 1, That Article IX, section 1, 
read as follows: 

"Section 1, COUNTIES The counties of 
the State are those that exist on the date of 
adoption of this Constitution, The division 
of counties and the removal of county seats 
shall be subject to the approval of a 
two-thirds majority of the qualified voters 
voting on the question in each county 
affected," 

sec, 2, That Article IX, Section 7, 
read as follows: 

"Section 7, SPECIAL DISTRICTS AND 
AUTHORITIES, The Legislature shall provide 
by general 1aw for establishing, financing, 
and abolishing special districts and 
authorities and shall define their powers by 
general law," 

sec, 3, That Article IX, section 12, 
read as follows: 

"Section 12, INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
COOPERATION AND CONSOLIDATION, (a) A 
political subdivision may , by act of its 
governing body, cooperate or contract with 
one or more other political subdivisions, the 
State, or the United States with respect to 
the exercise of any function, power, or 
responsibility, or the use of public funds 
and credit for public purposes, 

"(b) The Legislature by general law may 
permit the consolidation of counties and 
other political subdivisions or of offices or 
functions of counties or other politica l 
subdivisions, Any such consolidation must be 
approved by a majority of the qua lified 
voters voting on the question in each 
political subdivision affected, and if the 
consolidation involves a county and one or 
~ore cities or towns located in the county, 
the consolidation must also oe approved by a 
majority of the qualified voters votina on 
the question who do not reside i n any of the 
cities or towns involved, The Legislature 
shall provide by general law an equitable 
method for retiring the indebtedness of 
political subdivisions that are consolidated 
with other political subdivisions," 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 247 

By Delegate Mengden: 

To Committee on the lxecutive, 

C,C,P, 247, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the duration 
agencies created by statute, 

of state 

B~ IT PROPOSED UY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CO~STITUTIONAL 

That the following section be included 
in the Executive Article: 

Section --· DURATION OF EXECUTIVE 
AGENCIES, A statute creating an executive or 
administrative office, agency, or other 
instrumentality of State government shall 
expire at the end of ten years. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 248 
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Sy Delegate Mengden: 

To Committee on the Legislature, 

C,C,P, 248, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
!N THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to conflict of interest, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION UF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article III, section 10, read as 
follows: 

Section 10. CONfLICT OF INTEREST, (a) 
No member may vote for the appointment of 
another member to any office filled by the 
Legislature, 

(bl During the term for which elected a 
member shall be ineligible for (1) any civil 
office of profit under this State which shall 
nave been created during such term, or (2) 
any office or position the appointment to 
which may be made, in whole or in part, by 
either house of the Legislature, The 
ineligibility shall terminate on the last day 
in December of the last full calendar year of 
the term for which the member was elected, 

Cc) A member privately interested in a 
bill, resolution, or other matter before the 
Legislature shall disclose the interest and 
shall not vote on the bill, resolution, or 
other matter, 

Cd) No member may have a pecuniary 
interest in any contract wi th the State, 

(el No member shall for compensat i on 
other than the emoluments of office appear 
before or have dealings with an executive or 
administrative unit of State government: and 
no member shall directly or indirectly share 
in any fee paid to any other person for such 
appearance or dealings, 

Cf) A continuance shall not be granted 
in any judicial proceeding solely because a 
?arty or attorney is a member of the 
Legislature, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 249 

By Delegate Mengden: 

To Committee on Finance, 

C,C,P, 249, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to taxation on real property, 

B~ lT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article VIII, Section 1, read as 
follows: 

Section 1, Taxation on real property, 
Cal All governmental bodies in the State of 
Texas witn authority to tax real property 
shall revalue all such property within their 
boundaries every third year, commencing with 
the year beginning the first day of January 
following the adoption of this Constitution, 
but shall not revalue such property more 
often than herein provided, 

Any taxpayers who disagree with the 
"taxable value" of his or her property as 

determined by any governmental body in this 
State, and litigates such value in any court 
of this State and prevails over sucn 
governmental body shall be compensated for 
all costs of court and reasonable attorney's 
fees incurred in such litigation, 

(bl "Inventory of property" forms of 
all governmental bodies in the State of Texas 
with authority to tax real property shall be 
uniform as to size, form, and substantive 
content, and shall include the following 
information: 

(1) Taxable value of land, 
(2) Taxable value of improvements, if 

any, 
(3) Total taxable value of land and 

improvements, 
(4) Percentage of actual market value 

used in determining (1) above, 
(5) Percentaqe of "taxable value of 

land", (1) above, used in computing and/or 
assessing any tax, 

(6) such other matters as the 
Legislature shall provide, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 250 

Sy Delegates ~aters, Vecchio, Temple, Mattox, 
Green of Harris, Garcia, Hall of Harris, 
Clark, weddington, Ragsdale, Hernandez, 
Hudson, Harris of Galveston, Miller, Jones of 
El Paso, Parker of Jefferson, Leland, Brooks, 
Pen tony, Menefee, McDonald of Dallas, 
Thompson, Sutton, Baker, Coleman, Hall of 
Webb, Denson, Grant, Reyes, Watson, Vick, 
Reynolds, Denton and Bales: 

To Committee on the Executive, 

C,C,P, 250, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the organization of the 
executive branch, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTI ONAL 

(1) That the following sections be 
included in the Executive Article: 

section --· ADMINISTRATIVE 
DEPARTMENTS, All executive and 
administrative offices, agencies, and 
instrumentalities of the executive branch 
(except for the office of Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor) and their respective 
functions, powers, and duties, shall be 
allocated by law among and within not more 
than twenty principal departments, including 
departments headed by the Attorney General, 
Comptroller of Public Accounts, secretary of 
State, and Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, so as to group them as far as 
practicable according to major purposes, 
Regulatory, quasi-judicial, and temporary 
agencies established by law may, but need 
not, be allocated within a principal 
department, The Leaislature shall by law 
prescribe the functions, powers, and duties 
of the principal departments and of all other 
agencies of the state and may from time to 
time reallocate offices, agencies, and 
instrumentalities among the principal 
departments, may increase, modify, diminish, 
or change their functions,- powers, and duties 
and may assign new functions, powers, and 
duties to them: but the Governor may make 

307 



Thursday, January 31, 1974 

such changes in the allocation of offices, 
agencies, anct instrumentalities among 
departments, and in the allocation of such 
functions, powers, and duties, as he 
considers necessary for efficient 
administration. If such changes affect 
existing law, they shall be set forth in 
executive orders, which shall be submitted to 
the Legislature while it is in session, and 
shall become effective, and shall · have the 
force of law, sixty days after submission or 
sixty days after the Legislature can act as a 
deliberative body, whichever comes later, 
unless specifically modified or disapproved 
by a resolution of either house. 

Section -· APPOINTING POWER. (a) 
Except for the departments headed by an 
elective executive officer, all departments 
of the State shall be under the supervision 
of the Governor. Except as otherwise 
provided by law, each department shall be 
headed by a single executive appointed by the 
Governor subject to confirmation by the 
Senate to hold office at the pleasure of the 
Governor. 

Cb) The Governor shall appoint, subject 
to confirmation by the Senate, all officers 
provided for in this Constitution or by law 
whose appointment or election is not 
otherwise provided. They shall hold office 
at the pleasure of the Governor. 

Cc) If a vacancy occurs in an 
appointive office when the Legislature is not 
in session, the Governor shall appoint a 
qualified person to discharge the duties 
until the office is filled by appointment and 
confirmation. 

Cd) A person not confirmed by the 
Senate for an office shall not, except at its 
request, be nominated again for that office 
at the same session, or be appointed to that 
office when the Legislature is not in 
session. 

(2) That the following language be 
excluded from the Executive Article: 

Section 17. ADMI~ISTRATIVE 
REORGANIZATION. The Governor may from time 
to time submit to the Legislature written 
reorganization plans reassigning functions 
among or consolidating or abolishing any 
State governmental agencies. Within sixty 
days after submission or within sixty days 
after the Legislature can act as a 
deliberative body, whichever comes later, 
either house may reject a plan by resolution. 
Unless rejected the plan shall become 
effective by its terms. 

Section 25. STATE AGENCIES. (a) The 
length of the term of members appointed by 
the Governor to State governmental agencies 
created by statute and with a life of not 
less than six years shall be two years, 
unless the number of appointed members is 
three or a whole multiple thereof in wnicn 
case the length of tne term shall be six 
years. Two-year terms shall expire between 
February 1 and April 1 of odd-numbered years. 
In the case of agencies with members who 
serve six-year terms, the terms of the 
members appointed bY the Governor shall be 
staggered. The terms of one-third of such 
members shall expire between February 1 and 
April 1 of odd-numbered years. 

Cb) At the time of appointing members 
of multi-member ~gencies with six-year terms, 

the Governor may designate the chairman. If 
the Governor fails to designate a chairman 
prior to April 1, the members of an agency 
shall choose the chairman from among its 
membership. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIQN PROPOSAL 251 

By Delegate Hightower: 

To Committee on Local Government. 

c.c.P. 251, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to local redistricting. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article IX, section 10, read as 
follows: 

section 10. LOCAL HEDISTRICTING. 
Within the calendar year following that in 
which each federal decennial census is 
published, and at such other times as the 
governing body of any political subdivision 
may deem necessary, each governing body not 
entirely elected at large shall divide its 
geographical area into districts for the 
election of those representatives to the 
governing body not elected at large. The 
districts shall be composed of contiguous 
territory and shall be as compact and as 
~early equal in population as practicable, 
except for those special districts primarily 
concerned with the development, regulation, 
or management of natural resources where the 
boundaries of the districts are delineated on 
the basis of the natural resource being 
developed, regulated, or managed. Those 
districts shall be subdivided in such a 
manner as to qive representation on the 
governing body as may be provided by law. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 252 

By Delegate Haker: 

To Committee on the Judiciary. 

c.c.P. 252, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the Judicial Branch. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following be substituted for 
Article v: 

section 1. The judicial power of the 
State shall be vested in a Supreme Court, and 
in such other courts as may be provided by 
law. 

Sec, 2. The Legislature shall provide 
for Criminal District Attorneys and County 
Attorneys and shall prescribe the 
jurisdiction and organization of the various 
courts. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 253 

By Delegate Baker: 

To Committee on tne Legislature. 
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c.c.P. 253, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Proposing an article on the Legislature. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the article on tne Legislature read 
as follows: 

ARTICLE III. THE LEGISLATURE. 
Section 1. LEGISLATIVE POWER. The 

legislative power of the State of Texas shall 
oe vested in one house which shall be styled 
"The Legislature of the State of Texas." 

Section 2. COMPOSITION. The 
Legislature of the State of Texas shall 
consist of not more than one hundred fifty 
memoers. 

Section 3. QUALIFICATlON OF MEMBERS. 
Ca) A person shall be eligible for election 
to the Legislature if a citizen of the United 
States, a qualified voter, twenty-one years 
of age or older, and a resident of this State 
for one year and of the district for six 
months immediately prece~ing the election. 

Cb) In the general election following a 
redistricting, a person shall be eligible to 
oe elected to the Legislature from any new 
district that contains a part of the district 
in which that person was elioible for 
election on the effective date of the 
redistricting, but only if within thirty days 
after the date of filing as a candidate in 
the Primary election that person becomes a 
resident of the new district. 

Cc) A member of the Legislature may not 
hold any other office or position of profit 
or trust under this State, the United States, 
or any foreign government, except as a member 
of the armed forces reserves of the United 
States, or as a retired member of the armed 
forces of the United States, or the National 
Guard, or the National Guard Reserve, or as a 
notary public, 

Section 4. ELECTION AND TERMS OF 
MEMBERS. Ca) Members of the Legislature 
snall be elected at a general election. 

Cb) Each member of the Legislature 
shall serve a term of four years beginning on 
the date provided in this Constitution or by 
law for convening the Legislature in regular 
session. 

tcJ Vacancies in the Legislature shall 
be filled by special election as provided by 
law. 

Section 5. REDISTRICTING. (a) Before 
August 15 following publication of each 
federal decennial census, the Legislature 
shall divide the State into equal 
single-member legislative districts, 

Cb) All legislative districts shall 
contain as nearly as practicable an equal 
number of inhabitants. All districts shall 
be composed of compact and contiguous 
territory. 

Cc) A county entitled to more than one 
member of the Legislature shall be divided 
into the required number of districts, 
Population 1n excess of that required tor 
complete d istricts within the county, or the 
population of a county insufficient to 
comprise a district, shall be joined with 
population of another county or counties to 
form one district, 

(d) Legislative districts 
divide counties unless necessary to 
significant population variance 
districts. 

shall not 
prevent a 

between 

Ce) A Legislative Redistricting Board 
shall be constituted within twenty days after 
August 15. The board shall consist of the 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Chairman of 
the Legislature, Attorney General, and five 
members appointed by the Governor. The 
appointed members shall be from different 
geograpnical regions of the State, and due 
regard shall be given to the division between 
urban and rural areas, No appointed member 
shall be a public officeholder, and not more 
than three shall be from the same political 
party. The Legislature shall provide funds 
for the board's clerical, technical, and 
other expenses, 

Cf) If the Legislature fails to 
redistrict by August 15 or if its 
redistricting plan is declared invalid, the 
State shall be redistricted by the board, In 
the event of failure to redistrict, the board 
shall convene as soon as practicable after it 
is constituted. In the event the legislative 
redistricting plan is declared invalid, the 
board shall convene as soon thereafter as is 
practicable. The board shall make and file 
its redistricting plan with the Secretary of 
State within twenty-five days after its first 
meeting, 

(g) If the board fails to complete its 
redistricting in accordance with the 
requirements of this section, the supreme 
Court of Texas shall have original 
jurisdiction to compel the board to perform 
its duties and may provide such remedies and 
penalties as may be appropriate. 

(h) The board shall be 
immediately following the first 
election held in accordance with 
redistricting plan. 

dissolved 
general 
a valid 

section 6. COMPENSATION. Each member 
of the Legislature shall receive compensation 
and allowances as provided by law, not to 
exceed the amount recommended by the salary 
commission. Any increase in compensation 
shall become effective only at the first 
regular session following the next general 
election. 

Section 7. SESSIO~s. (a) The 
Legislature shall meet at least once every 
two years and at such times and for such 
duration as provided by law. 

Cb) All legislative proceedings shall 
be open to the public. 

Cc) The Legislature shall meet at tne 
seat of government unless otherwise provided 
by law, 

Section 8. ORGANIZATION AND PROCEDURE. 
(a) The Legislature shall be the judge of 
the qualifications and election of its own 
members, but contested elections shall be 
determined as provided by law, 

Cb) The Legislature by majority vote of 
the membershi p shall adopt rules of 
procedure, Rules, once adopted, shall remain 
in effect until amended, repealed, or 
otherwise changed by the same or succeeding 
Legislatures, 

(c) When first assemb led the 
Legislature shall organize and elect a 
chairman from its members, 

(d) All elections 
Legislature shall be by 
votes to be recorded in the 
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Ce) Two-thirds of the membership of the 
Legislature shall constitute a quorum for 
transacting business, but fewer members may 
recess or adjourn from day to day and compel 
the attendance of absent members. 

Cf) The Legislature shall prepare and 
publish a journal of its proceedings. At the 
request of any three members present, the 
votes on any question shall be recorded in 
the journal. 

Cg) The Legislature may punish a member 
for disorderly conduct or for cause deemed 
sufficient by that body and may expel a 
member by two-thirds vote of its membershir, 
but not a second time for the same offense. 

section 9. LEGISLATIVE IMMUNITY. ~o 
member shall be questioned in any other place 
for speech or debate during a legislative 
proceeding. 

Section 10. CONFLICT OF INTEREST. (e) 
No member may vote for tne appointment of 
another member to any office filled by the 
Legislature. 

Cb) During the term for which elected, 
a member shall be ineligible for Cl) any 
civil oftice of profit under this State which 
shall have been created, or the emoluments of 
which may have been increased, during such 
term, or (2) any office or position tne 
appointment to which may be made by the 
Legislature. The ineligibility shall 
terminate on the last day in December of the 
last full calendar year of the term for which 
tne member was elected. 

Cc) A member privately interested in a 
bill, resolution, or other matter before the 
Legislature shall disclose the interest and 
shall not vote on the bill, resolution, or 
other matter. 

(d) No member may have a pecuniary 
interest in any contract with the State. 

Ce) No member shall for compensation 
other than the emoluments of office appear 
before or have dealings with an executive or 
administrative unit of State government; and 
no member shall directly or indirectly snare 
in any fee paid to any other person for such 
appearance or dealings. 

Section 11. BILLS. (a) The 
Legislature shall enact no law except by 
bill, 

(b) Every bill shall be limited to a 
single subject, which shall be expressed in 
its title, A general appropriation bill 
shall be limited to the subject of 
appropriations. A statutory revision bill 
shall be limited to that subject, 

Cc) A bill, amendatory in form, shall 
set out the complete section, as amended, of 
tne statute it amends. 

(d) Before the Legislature considers a 
0111 it must have been referred to a 
committee and reported at least five days 
oefore adjournment of the session. 

(el Before a bill becomes law it must 
be read on three separate days. The 
Legislature by four-fifths record vote of the 
members present and voting may suspend this 
requirement. 

Cf) If a bill or resolution is defeated 
by a vote of the Legislature, no bill or 
resolution containing the same substance 
shall be passed during the same session. 

(g) The chairman shall in the presence 
of the Legislature certify the final passage 

of each bill or resolution. Tne fact of 
certification shall be recorded in the 
journal. 

(hl No law except the General 
Appropriation Act and redistricting acts 
shall take effect until ninety days after it 
becomes a law or ninety days after 
adjournment of the session at which it was 
enacted, whichever is earlier. The 
Legislature, by three-fourths record vote of 
the membership, may authorize an earlier 
effective date. 

section 12, LOCAL OR SPECIAL 
LEGISLATION. The Legislature may not enact d 
local or special law if a general law is or 
can be made applicable. Whether a general 
law is or canoe made applicable shall be a 
matter for judicial determination, 

Section 13. IMPEACHMENT. (a) The 
Legislature shall have the sole power to 
conduct legislative investigations t~ 
determine the existence of cause for 
impeachment and, by the record vote of 
two-thirds of its membership, to impeach 
executive officers and justices of the 
Supreme Court, 

Cb) Any officer against whom articles 
of impeachment have been preferred shall oe 
suspended from the exercise of the duties of 
the office during the pendency of the 
impeachment. The Governor may make a 
temporary appointment to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the suspension of the officer 
until the decision on the impeachment, 

(cl Impeachments shall be tried by the 
Legislature. When sitting for that purpose, 
members of the Legislature shall affirm or 
take an oath to try impartially the party 
impeached. If the Governor or Lieutenant 
Governor is tried, the Chiet Justice of the 
Supreme Court shall preside. A person may be 
convicted of impeachment charges only by d 

record vote of two-thirds of the membership 
of the Legislature, 

(d) A judgment of conviction by tie 
Legislature shall not extend beyond removal 
from office and disqualification to hold any 
office of honor, trust, or profit of this 
State. An impeached person, whether 
convicted or acquitted, shall be amenable to 
prosecution, trial, judgment, and punishment 
according to law, 

section 14. ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE 
LEGISLATlJHE. Two-thirds of the members 
present and voting shall constitute consent 
to any appointment which this Constitution 
requires to be with the advice and consent of 
the Legislature, Tne Legislature may provide 
by law for interim appointments made when the 
Legislature is not in session. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPUSAL 254 

By De legat e Coleman: 

To Committee on the Legislature, 

c.c.P. 254, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to special sessions of the 
Legislature, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITU'fIONAL 

That the following section be included 

\ 
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in Article III: 
Section --· SPECIAL SESSIONS, The 

Legislature may be convened in special 
session on the written request of a majority 
of the membership of each house of the 
Legislature, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 255 

Sy Uelegates Thompson and Sutton: 

To Committee on Rights and Suffrage, 

C,C,P, 255, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to Elections, 

SE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following section be included 
in Article VI: 

section --· ELECTIONS, (a) All 
elections by the qualified voters shall be by 
secret ballot, The ballot shall contain no 
number, signature, or other marking which may 
serve to identify how a voter cast the 
ballot, The Legislature by law shall provide 
the requirements for residence, registration, 
absentee voting, and administration of 
elections, 

(bl To ensure the purity of elections 
and guard against abuses of the electoral 
process, the Legislature shall enact laws 
including, but not limited to, the l imitation 
of amounts of money which can be expended to 
aid or defeat candidates for election to 
public office created by this constitution, 
by state statute, or political subdivisions 
of the state, candidates for nominations made 
by public election to such offices, and 
measures decided by elections, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 256 

By Delegate Sutton: 

To Committee on the Executive, 

C,C,P, 256, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to State aqencies, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the 
in Article IV: 

followinq section be included 

Section -· STATE AGENCIES, (a) 
State governmental agencies created by 
statute shall have a life of no more than two 
years unless renewed for another two years by 
the Legislature, The period of life for 
agencies created by statute shall commence on 
September 1 of odd-numbered years and shall 
end on August 31 of the first odd-numbered 
year following an agency's creation or 
renewal, 

Cb) The length of the term of 
appointed by the Governor to 
governmental agencies created by 

members 
State 

statute 
shall be two years, unless the number of 
appointed members is three or a whole 

multiple thereof in which case the length of 
the term shall be six years, Two-year terms 
shall expire between February 1 and April 1 
of odd-numbered years, In the case of 
agencies with members who serve six-year 
terms, the terms of the members appointed by 
the Governor shall be staggered, The terms 
of one-third of such members shall expire 
between February 1 and April 1 of 
odd-numbered years, 

Cc) At the time of appointing members 
of multi-member agencies with six-year terms, 
the Governor may designate the chairman, If 
the Governor fails to designate a chairman 
prior to April 1, the members of an agency 
shall choose the chairman from among its 
membership, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 257 

Sy Delegate Patman: 

To Committee on General Provisions, 

C,C,P, 257, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Providing that the Legislature may 
define interest, fix maximum rates of 
interest, may define usury, and may specify 
the rate of interest in the absence of 
contract, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTI0NAL 

That the following section be included 
in Article III: 

Section --· AUTHORITY OF THE 
LEGISLATURE TO DEFINE INTEREST AND FIX THE 
MAXIMUM RATES OF INTEREST; USURY; RATE OF 
INTEREST IN ABSENCE OF CONTRACT, 

The Legislature shall have the authority 
to classify loans and lenders, license and 
regulate lenders, define interest and fix 
maximum rates of interest, 

In the absence of legislation fixing 
maximum rates of interest, all contracts for 
a greater rate of interest than ten per 
centum (10%) per annum shall be deemed 
usurious, 

In contracts where no rate 
is agreed upon, the rate shall 
per centum (6%) per annum, 

of interest 
not exceed six 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 258 

By Delegate Evans: 

To Committee on Finance, 

C,C,P, 258, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to taxation and Section 1 of 
Article VIII, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Section 1, Article VIII, read as 
follows: 

Section 1, TAXATION, Taxes shall be 
levied and collected by general law; provided 
and except, however, no State ad valorem 
taxes shall be levied upon any property 
within this State for State purposes, 



Thursday, January 31, 1974 

CONSTITUTIUNAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 259 

By Delegates Poerner, Sutton, Garcia, Sage, 
riolff, Hernandez, Traeger, Truan, Madla, 
Schwartz, Lombardino, Menefee, Simmons, 
Nowlin, Thompson, Kothmann, McAlister and 
Bird: 

To Committee on Finance, 

c .c.P, 259, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the preservation and 
conservation of cultural, historical, and 
natural history resources, and authorizing 
the leg islature to grant tax incentives for 
such resources, 

SE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article VIII on finance include the 
following provision: 

Section--• HISTORICAL PRESERVATION, 
The Legislature by general law shall proviae 
for the preservation and conservation of 
cultural, historical, and natural history 
resources of the State, and may grant, or 
authorize political subdivisions to grant, 
tax incentives for such resources, including, 
but not limited to, exemptions, credits, 
reductions, refunds, and valuation 
adjustments, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 260 

8y Delegate Lombardino: 

To Committee on General Provisions, 

c.c.P. 260, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to women's right, 

SE IT PROPOSED BY THE CONSTITUTION CONVENTION 
OF TEXAS: 

The orovisions of this Constitution 
shall not be construed to impair any rights, 
oenefits, or exemptions conferred by law upon 
~ny persons, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 261 

ay Delegate Bock: 

To Committee on Local Government, 

C,C,P, 261, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATIO~ 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to 
Authorities, 

Special Districts and 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article IX, Section 7, read as 
follows: 

" Section 
Authorities, 

7. Special lHstricts and 

The Legislature may provide by general 
financing, law for establishing, 

consolidatinq and abolishinq spP.cial 
districts and authorities and may define 
their powers by general law, The Leqislature 
shall determine the need for the special 
districts and authorities, giving appropriate 
consideration to those services provided by 
existing special districts and authorities," 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 262 

By Velegate Bock: 

To Committee on the Executive, 

C,C,P, 262, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the Executive Branch, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article IV, Sect ion 5, 
Gubernatorial Succession, be amended t o read 
as follows: 

Section 5, Gubernatorial Succession, 
(a) If before inauguration the person 

electe <i Governor fails to qua lify, is 
disabled, or dies, the person elected 
Lieutenant Governor shall be inaugurated and 
shall serve as Governor until the person 
elected Governor at the next general election 
assumes office for the remainder of the term, 

(b) If, after inauguration, the 
Governor dies, resigns, becomes disabled, or 
is removed from office, the Lieutenant 
Governor shall become Governor and s hall 
serve for the remainder of the term unless 
the vacancy occurs within sixteen months 
after inauguration, in which event the 
Lieutenant Governor shall serve only until 
the person elected C.overnor at the next 
general election assumes office for the 
remainder of the term , 

(c) If, after a vacancy occurs in the 
office of Governor and the Lieutenant 
Governor becomes Governor and thereafter 
dies, resigns, becomes disabled, or is 
removed from office, the President Pro 
Tempore of the Senate, if qualified, shall 
become Governor under the same conditions and 
for the same term as provided for the 
Lieutenant Governor, 

(d) If the Governor is absent from the 
Senate, the Lieutenant Governor shall act as 
Governor until the Governor returns, If both 
the Governor and Lieutenant Governor are 
absent from the State, the President Pro 
Tempore of the Senate shall act as Governor 
duriny such absences, 

CeJ while serving or acting as 
or 

shall 
Governor, the Lieutenant Governor 
President Pro Ternpore of the Senate 
receive only the compensation payable to ~ 
Governor, 

Cf) The Legislature may prov ide by law 
for further succession to the office of 
Governor, No person shall serve as Governor 
unless qualified for that office, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 263 

By Delegate Bock: 

To Committees on the Legislature and the 
Executive, 
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C,C,P, 263, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the Legislature, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article III, section 14, Advice and 
Consent of the Senate, be amended to read as 
follows: 

"Sectlon 14, Advice and Consent of the 
Senate, 

Ca) Two-thirds of the members present 
and voting shall constitute consent to any 
appointment which this Constitution requires 
to be with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, The Legislature may provide by law 
for interim appointments made when the senate 
is not in session, 

Ch) Upon written request by the 
Governor to re-examine an appointment 
previously confirmed with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, four-fifths of the 
Senate members shall constitute consent to 
vacate the office for which appointment has 
been previously made, and re-examine such 
appointment, 

Cc) 1-;ithln 72 hours of such vacation of 
office, the Governor may submit a name for 
appointment to the particular post declared 
vacated as in subsection Cb), in which case 
the procedures in subsection Ca) shall 
prevail, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 264 

By Delegate Bock: 

To Committees on Local Government and 
Submission and Transition, 

C,C,P, 264, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CUNSTlTUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to Transition Schedule, 

8~ IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That section 4 of the Transition 
Schedule be amended to read as follows: 

"Section 4, Continuation of Grants of 
Powers to Counties ana Districts, 

The powers directly granted by tl,e 
tt·,e 
are 
the 

that 

following designated provisions of 
Constitution of 1ij7b, as amended, 
continued in force and eftect until 
effective date of a general law 
continues the power or by its 
diminishes or discontinues the powers, 

terms 

Ca) Subsection Cc) of Section 52 of 
Article III; 

that 

that 

Cb) Section 52d of Article III; 
Cc) That Section 52e of Article III 

added in 1967; was 
(d) 
was 
Ce) 
Cf) 

That Section 52e of Article III 
added in 1968; 
Section 6b of Article VII; and 
Section 59 of Article XVI," 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONV~NTION PROPOSAL 265 

By Delegate Bock: 

To Committee on General Provisions, 

C,C,P, 265, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPUkATIUN 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating 
Agencies, 

to Appointment to State 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article X, Section 8, read as 
follows: 

"Section 8, Appointment to State 
Agencies, 

The authority responsiole for appo1ntinq 
the members of filling vacancies for 
governmental agencies which exercise 
authority tnroughout the State, shall 
consider appointments that fairly and 
equitably represent the sexes, ethnic groups, 
economic groups, and geographical regions of 
the State," 

CONSTlTUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 266 

By Delegate Bock: 

To Committee on the Executive, 

C,C,P, 266, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORAT I ON 
IN THE CONSTITUTION Of T~XAS 

Relating to the Executive Branch, 

BE IT PROPOSED UY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITU110NAL 

That Article IV, Section 13, Action on 
Bills and Resolutions, should be amendea to 
read as follows : 

"Section 13, Action on Bills and 
Resolutions, 

Ca) Every bill that passes botn houses 
of the Legislature shall be presented to the 
Governor, The Governor may approve the bill 
by signing it, in which event it shall become 
law and shall be filed with the secretary of 
State, The Governor may veto the bill by 
returning lt with objections to the nouse i n 
wnich it originated, That house snall enter 
the objections in its journal and reconsider 
the bill for passage over the veto, If the 
bill passes that nouse by a two-thirds record 
vote of the membership, it shall be sent with 
the Governor's objections to the other house, 
which shall enter the obj ections in its 
journal and reconsider the bill for passage 
over the veto, If the bill likewise passes 
that house by a two-thirds record vote of the 
membership, the bill shall become a law and 
shall be filed with the Secretary of State, 
If the Governor fails to veto a bill within 
ten days (Sundays excepted) after 1t is 
presented, the hill shall become a law and 
shall be filed with the Secretary of State , 
If the Legislature by adjournment prevents a 
veto, the till shall become a law and shall 
be filed with the Secretary of State unless, 
within twenty days after adjournment, the 
Gover nor files the bill and objections with 
the secretary of State and gives public 
notice thereof by proclamation , If the same 
Legislature meets again, the Secretary of 
State shall return the 0111 with the 
Governor's objections to the house in which 
the bill originated for reconsideration 1n 
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tne manner provided above, 
Cb) The Governor may veto any item of 

appropriation in a bill, except that no item 
consisting of an appropriation tor the salary 
of a single office or position may be vetoed, 
Portions of a bill not vetoed shall become 
law, Items vetoed, together with the 
Governor's objections, shall be returned to 
the house in which the bill originated for 
reconsideration in the manner provided in 
subsection Ca), 

Cc) All orders and resolutions 
requiring the concurrence of both houses of 
the Legislature, except those concerning 
adjournment and legislative rules and those 
proposing amendments to the Constitution or a 
referendum on incurring State debt, shall be 
presented to the Governor, If the Governor 
disapproves an order or resolution, it shall 
not become effective unless repassed in the 
manner provided for in subsection Ca), 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 267 

By Delegate Bock: 

To Committee on the Legislature, 

c.c.P, 267, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN TH~ CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the Legislature, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION Of TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article III relating to The 
Legislature be amended to read as follows: 

"ARTICLE III, THE LEGISLATURE 
"PART A, COMPOSITION AND MEMBERSHIP 
"Section 3,01, Legislative Power, 
The legislative power of the State is 

vested in the Legislature, 
"Section 3,02, Composition, 
Ca) The Legislature consists of a 

Senate and a House of Representatives, 
together styled "The Legislature of the State 
of Texas", 

Cb) The Senate is composed of 31 
members, the House of Representatives - 150 
members, unless provided otherwise by law, 

"Section 3,03, Qualifications of 
Members, 

Ca) An individual is eligible for 
election to the Senate if he is a qualified 
voter, is 26 or older, an~ has resided in 
this State tor five years, and in his 
senatorial district for one year, next 
preceding his election, 

Cb) An individual is eligible for 
election to the House if he is a qualified 
voter, is 21 or older, and has resided in 
this state for two years, and in his 
representative district for one year, next 
preceding his election, 

Cc) An individual holding or exercising 
an office of profit or trust under this 
State, the United States, or a foreign 
government is not eligible for election to 
the Legislature during the term for which he 
was elected or appointed to that office, 

(d) An individual who is now or has 
been a tax collector or otherwise entrusted 
with PUPlic money is not eligible for 
elect i on to the Legislature until he obtains 

a discnarge for the taxes collecteo or otner 
public money entrusted, 

"Section 3,04, Election and Terms of 
Members. 

Ca) Senators and representatives are 
elected at a general election, 

Cb) Senators serve four years following 
their election, beginning on the date 
prescribed by law for convening the 
Legislature in regular session, The 
qualified voters shall elect a new senate 
after every senatorial apportionment, with 
the new senators deciding bY lot which 16 
will serve four-year terms and which 15 will 
serve two-year terms, Senators elected at 
the second and subsequent elections after an 
apportionment serve their full four-year 
terms. 

Cc) Representatives serve two years 
following their election, beginning on the 
date prescribed by law for convening the 
Legislature in regular session, 

(d) vacancies in the Senate and House 
are filled by special election. When a 
vacancy occurs, tne Governor snall issue a 
writ of election to the election officer of 
the vacant district ordering a special 
election, If the Governor does not issue the 
writ within 20 days after the vacancy occurs, 
the election officer shall order the special 
election, 

"Section 3,05, Apportionment, 
Ca) At its regular session following 

each decennial census, the Legislature shall 
apportion the State into senatorial and 
representative districts in accordance with 
the requirements of subsections (b)-Cd), 

Cb) Senatorial districts shall be 
single member, as nearly of equal population 
as practicable, and shall contain the number 
of persons obtained by dividing 31 into the 
total population of the State as determined 
by the most recent final officially published 
decennial federal census, 

Cc) Representative districts shall be 
apportioned amona the counties of the State, 
shall be (single member) as nearly of equa l 
population as practicalbe, and shall contain 
the number of persons obtained by dividing 
150 into the total population of the State as 
determined by the most recent final 
officially published decennial Federal 
census, A county whose population entitles 
it to a representative constitutes a separate 
district, A county whose population is 
smaller than that required for a 
representative shall be joined in who le or 
part to another county or counties to achieve 
a population total entitled to a 
representative, The portion of a county's 
population insufficient for entitlement to a 
representative, and not included in another 
district, shall be joined to another county 
to achieve a population total entitled to a 
representative, 

Cd) Each senatorial and repr~sentative 
district shall consist of contiguous 
territory, 

(e) If the Legislature does not 
apportion the State when and in tne manner 
required by subsection Ca), the Legislative 
Redistricting Board snall do so, The Board 
consists o f the Lieutenant Governor, Speaker 
of the House, Attorney General, Comptroller 
o f Public Accounts, and Commissioner of the 
General Land Office; any three of these 
members constitute a quorum of the Board, 
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The Legislature shall provide funds for the 
Board's clerical, technical and other 
expenses, and the Lieutenant Governor and 
Speaker are entitled to receive the per diem 
and travel allowances provided in section 
3,06 while serving on the Board, The Board 
shall convene in Austin within 90 days after 
adjournment of the regular session at which 
the Legislature failed to apportion itself. 
The Board shall complete its apportionment 
within 60 days after convening, and the 
written apportionment, when filed with the 
Secretary of state, governs succeeding 
general elections, The Texas Supreme Court 
nas jurisdiction to compel the Board to 
comply with this subsection by extraordinary 
writ, 

"Section 3,06, Compensation and 
Expenses, 

Ca) Each sendtor and representative is 
entitled to salary at an annual rate not 
exceeding s4,800,00, 

(b) Each senator and representRtive is 
entitled to a per diem as provided by law for 
each session of the Legislature, 

Cc) Each senator and representative is 
entitled to an allowance not exceeding 12¢ a 
mile for traveling to and from the seat of 
government, except for travel to attend a 
special session called within one day after 
adjournment of any regular or special 
session. The travel allowance is computed 
from a table of distances prepared by the 
Comptroller of Public Accounts to reflect the 
most direct travel route between the seat of 
government and the county seat of the county 
where the senator or representative resides, 

"PART B, MEETINGS 
"Section 3,21, Sessions, 
Ca) The Legislature meets at least once 

every two years in regular session, and at 
such times and duration as provided by law, 
convening on a date fixed by law, 

(bl The Governor may convene the 
Legislature in special session not to exceed 
30 days. The Legislature in special session 
may legislate only on subjects submitted by 
the Governor, unless four-fifths of the 
members of both houses consent to the 
introduction of other bills or resolutions, 

(cl The Legislature meets in Austin 
unless the Governor designates a different 
~eeting place in time oi emergency or 
disaster, or unless otherwise orovided by 
law, 

Cd) All sessions of each house are open 
to the public. 

(el Neither house, without the other's 
consent, may adjourn or recess for more than 
three days, 

"Section 3,22, Procedure and 
Organization, 

(a) Each hous e ls the judge of the 
qualifications and election of its own 
members, but contested elections are 
determined as provided by law, 

(bl Each house may determine the rules 
of its own proceedings, and by secret vote 
elect its own officers, 

Cc) The Lieutenant Governor ls 
president of the Senate; while so serving he 
ts entitled to the same compensation, per 
diem, and travel allowance of a senator, 
While serving as president, he is entitled to 
debate and vote on matters before the Senate 

when convened in committee of the whole, and 
at other times to cast the deciding vote when 
the Senate is equally divided, At the 
beginning and end of each regular session, 
the Senate shall elect from its memoers a 
µresident pro tempore, who shall perform the 
duties of president when the Lieutenant 
Governor is absent, disabled, or his office 
is vacant, 

Cdl when it first assembles, the House 
shall organize temporarily and elect ~ 
Speaker, 

Ce) Each house may punish a member for 
disorderly conduct, It may expel or impeach 
a member, with consent of two-thirds of tne 
membership, (but not a second time for the 
same offense) under such standards as 
provided by general law, It may imprison a 
non-member during a session, for not more 
than 48 hours, for disrespectful or 
disorderly conduct in its presence, or for 
obstruction of its proceedings. 

"Section 3,23, Transaction of ~usiness, 
( a) Two-thirds of the membership of 

each house constitute a quorum for 
transacting business, but fewer members may 
recess from day to day and compel the 
attendance of absent members, 

Cb) Each house shall prepare and 
publish a journal of its proceedings, At the 
request of any five members present in the 
House and any three members present in t h~ 
Senate, the votes on any questions shall be 
recorded in the journal of the house in which 
the vote was taken, 

(cl ~ach house may determine its order 
of business by four-fifths vote of its 
membership, 

"Section 3,24, Legislative Immunity, 
(a) A member may not be questioned in 

any other place for speech or debate during a 
legislative proceeding. 

Cb) A member is privileged from arrest, 
except for treason, felony, or breach of the 
peace, while attending a session of tne 
Legislature and while traveling to the from 
its meeting place for tnat purpose, 

"Section 3,25, Conflict of Interest, 
Cal A member may not vote for the 

appointment of another member to any office 
filled by the Legislature, 

(bl During his elected term, a member 
is not eligible to hold (1) a civil office of 
orofit under this state if the office ~as 
created or its compensation increased during 
his term; or (2) an office or position tne 
iPPOintment to which is made or confirmed ov 
either nouse, For purposes ot this 
subsection, a member's term expire on 
December 31 of the last full calendar year of 
his term, 

Cc) A member may not hold or exercise 
another office or position of profit under 
this State or the United States, except that 
of Notary Public or reserve (including 
~ational Guard), or retired member of t he 
armed forces of the United States, 

Cd) A member privately interested in a 
bill, resolution, or other matter before the 
Legislature shall disclose his interest to 
the house of which he is a member and not 
vote on the bill, resolution, or other 
matter, as provided and defined by general 
laws, 

(e) A member may not have a pecuniary 
interest in a contract with the State that 
was authorized by law enacted during the term 
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for which he was elected, as provided and 
defined by general law, 

"PART C, LEGISLATIVE PROCESS 
"Section 3,31, Rills, 
(a) The Legislature shall not enact a 

law except by bill, and every law shall 
contain the following enacting clause: "Be 
it enacted by the Legislature of the State of 
Texas", 

(b) Every bill shall be limited to a 
single subject, which must be expressed in 
its title, and a subject not expressed in the 
bill's title does not become law, A general 
appropriation bill is limited to the subject 
of appropriations: a statutory revision bill 
is limited to that subject, 

(cJ A bill amendatory in form shall set 
out the complete sentence or sentences, as 
amended, of the statute it amends, 

(d) If a bill or resolution is defeated 
on final vote by either house, no bill or 
resolution containing the same substance may 
become law during the same session, 

"Section 3,32, Local or Special 
Legislation, 

Except as otherwise authorized by this 
Constitution, the Legislature may not enact a 
local or special law if a general law is or 
can be made applicable, Whether a general 
law is or can be made applicable is a 
question for legislative determination, 

"Section 3,33, Consideration, 
(a) Before a house considers a bill it 

must nave been referred to a committee of 
either nouse, 

(b) Before a bill becomes law, it must 
be read on three separate days in each house 
and free discussion of it allowed, Either 
house, by four-fifths record vote of the 
members present, may suspend this requirement 
in case of imperative public necessity, which 
necessity must be stated in the bill, 

(c) Before a bill becomes law, it must 
have been reported by a committee of either 
house at least three days before the 
Legislature adjourns, 

"Section 3,34, Passage, 
Ca) The presiding officer of eacn house 

shall certify the final passage of each bill 
and joint resolution, in the presence of the 
house over wnich ne presides, after the title 
of tne bill or joint resolution is publicly 
read, The fact of certification shall be 
recorded in the journal, 

(b) No law except the general 
appropriation act takes effect earlier than 
90 days after adjournment of the session at 
which it was enacted, The Legislature, by 
two-thirds record vote of the membership of 
each house, may authorize an earlier 
effective date in case of imperative public 
necessity, which necessity must be stated in 
tne law, 

"PART D, IMPEACHMENT 
"Section 3,41, Impeachment by House, 
(a) The House ot Representatives shall 

have the sole power to conduct legislative 
investigation to aetermine the existence ot 
cause for impeachment and, hy record vote of 
two-tnird s ot its membership, to i mp each 
executive officers, members of State 
agencies, members of the Legislature, and 
Justices of the Supreme Court, as may oe 
provided oy law, 

(bl An officer against wnom articles of 

impeachment have been preierred s ha ll ~~ 
suspended frofll tne exercise o f the duties o f 
the office during the pendencv of t he 
impeachment. Tne Governor may m~ke a 
temporary appointment to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the s uspension of the officer 
until tne decision on the impeachment, 

(c ) lmpeachments s hal l be trled by the 
Senate, When sitting for that pu rpose, 
Senators shall affirm or take an oath to try 
impartially th~ party im~eachea, If the 
Governor or Lieutenant Governor is trie ct , the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall 
preside, A -person may be convicted of 
impeachment charges only b y rec ord vote o f 
two-thirds of the membershiµ of tl,e Senate. 

(d) A judgment of conviction by the 
Senate shall not extend beyond removal fro m 
office and disqualification to hold any 
office of honor, trus t or profit nt this 
State, An impeached person, whether 
convicted or acquitted, shall be amenable to 
prosecution, trial, judgment and punishment 
according to law, 

"Section 3,42, Advice and Consent of 
the Senate, 

(a) Two-thirds of the members present 
and voting shall constitute consent to any 
appointment which this Constitution reauires 
to be with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, The Legislature may provide by law 
for interim appointments made when the Senate 
is not in session, 

(bl Four-fifths of the Senate members 
shall constitute consent to vacate the office 
for which appointment has been previously 
made, and re-examine such appoint~en t, 

(c) Within 72 hours of such vote, the 
Governor may submit a name for appointment to 
the particular post aeclareo vacated as in 
subsection Cb), in which case tne procedures 
in subsection (a) shall prevail, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 268 

By Delegate Lee: 

To Committee on the Legislature, 

c.c.P. 268, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the term of office 0f State 
Representative, 

BE IT PROPOS~U BY 
CONVENTION or TEXAS : 

C or, ST l TUT l(JN AL 

That the 
in Article III: 

section 
Representatives 
election, 

followina section be included 

__ , Ca) senators a11<l 
shall be electeu at a general 

(b) Each Senator shall serve a term of 
four years beginning on the date provided in 
this constitution or by law for conveni ng the 
Legislature in regular session, The 
qualified voters shall elect a new Senate 
after each statewide senatorial 
redistricting. 

Cc) Each Representative shall serve a 
term of four years beginning on the date 
provided in this Constitution or by law for 
convening the Legislature in regular session, 

Cd) Vacancies in the senate ana House 
of Representatives shall be filled by special 
elections as provided by law, 
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 269 

By Delegate Lee: 

To Committee on General Provisions. 

c.c.P. 269, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to corporations with banking 
and discounting privileges. 

BE IT PkOPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following section be included 
in the appropriate article: 

section __ • The Legislature shall by 
general laws, authorize the incorporation of 
corporate bodies with banking and discountinq 
Privileges, and shall provide for a system of 
State supervision, regulation and control of 
such bodies which will adequately protect and 
secure the depositors and creditors thereof. 

No such corporate body shall be 
chartered until all of the authorized capital 
stock has been subscribed and paid for in 
full in cash. such body corporate shall not 
be authorized to engage in business at more 
than onP place which shall be designated in 
its charter. 

No foreign corporation, other than 
national banks of the United States, shall be 
permitted to exercise banking or discounting 
Privileges in this State, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 270 

By Delegate Lee: 

To Committee on the Legislature. 

c.c.P. 270, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION UF T~XAS 

Relating to the term of office of State 
Representative. 

BE IT PROPOSED ~y 
CONVENTION UF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following section be included 
in Article III: 

Section __ • Ca) senators and 
Representatives shall be elected at a general 
election. 

(b) Eacn Senator shall serve a term of 
six years beginning on the date provided in 
this Constitution or by law for convening the 
Legislature in regular session. The 
qualified voters shall elect a new Senate 
after each statewide senatorial 
redistricting, and the Senators shall decide 
by lot which shall serve six-year terms, 
which shall serve four-year terms, and which 
shall serve two-year terms so that one-third 
shall be chosen every 2 years thereafter. 

(c) Each ~epresentative shall serve a 
term of four years beginning on the date 
provided in this Constitution or by law for 
convening the Legislature in regular session. 

Cd) Vacancies in the Senate and House 
of Representatives shall be filled by special 
elections as provided by law. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 271 

6y Delegate Lee: 

To Committee on General Provisions. 

c.c.P. 271, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to gambling enterprises. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following section be included 
in Article x: 

section __ • Neither the State nor ant 
political subdivision thereof nor any person 
or entity shall sponsor or operate lotteries 
or any other gambling enterprises. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 272 

By Delegate Lee: 

To Committee on the Executive. 

c.c.P, 272, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the selection, terms, and 
Executive residence of officers of 

Department, 

dE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following section be included 
in Article IV: 

Section--• The Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, Attorney General, and Comptroller 
of Public Accounts shall be elected by the 
qualified voters of the State at general 
elections beginning with 1978, The Secretary 
of state shall be appointed by the Governor, 
The commissioner of the General Land Office 
shall be elected or appointed as provided by 
law, Appointive officers of the Executive 
Department shall be appointed by the Governor 
with the advice and consent of the Senate and 
shall serve at the pleasure ot the Governor. 
Elective officers of the Executive Department 
shall serve four-year terms but may serve in 
any one office no more than two terms, All 
officers of tne Executive Department shall 
reside at the seat of government. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 273 

By Delegate Reynolds: 

To Committee on Education, 

c.c,P. 273, A PROPOSAL FOR !~CORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTIO~ OF T~XAS 

Relating to school and community college 
districts and to higher education, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

Thal the follo~ing 
in Article VII: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

sections be included 

SCHOOL Section --• 
COLLEGE DISTRICTS. 
define by general law 

A~D COMMUNITY 
Legislature shall 
the duties and 

The 
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functions of school and community college 
districts and shall provide for establishing, 
financing, altering, consolidating, and 
abolishing such districts. 

Section-· COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES. 
The Legislature shall provide for a system of 
higher education which shall include 
universities, colleges, community colleges, 
and other institutions as may be provided by 
law. 

Section--· PERMANENT UNIVERSITY FUND. 
The Permanent University Fund consists of two 
million acres of land set aside for the 
support of the University of Texas System and 
Lhe Texas A&M University System, the proceeds 
from the sale of the land, and the securities 
and assets purchased with the proceeds. The 
Permanent University Fund shall be 
administered as provided by law except that 
the land set apart may not be sold, 
exchangea, or otherwise disposed of in any 
manner other than the sale of oil, gas, and 
other minerals. Only the income from the 
Permanent University Fund may be appropriated 
and exoended in support of the University of 
Texas System and the Texas A&M University 
System. 

Section--· PERMANENT UNIVERSITY FUND 
BONDS OR NOTES. Bonds or notes secured by 
the Permanent University Fund or income from 
the fund shall be issued and administered as 
9rovided by law. 

Section --· TAXES FOR HIGHER 
EDUCATION. The Legislature shall levy taxes 
and collect revenues to support a system of 
higher education. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 274 

By Delegate Gaston: 

To Committee on the Executive. 

c.c.P. 274, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION Of TEXAS 

Relating to the 
Executive Department. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

officers of the 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article IV, section 1, read as 
follows: 

Section 1. OFFICEHS CONSTITUTING THE 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. The Governor shall be 
tne Chief Executive Officer of the State, 
The Executive Department shall consist of a 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney 
General, and such other officers as may be 
provided by law. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 275 

~Y Deleqate Gaston: 

To Committee on the Executive. 

c. c .P. 275, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the selection, terms, and 
residence of officers of the Executive 
Department, 

BE I T PROPUSEU 8Y 
CONVENTIU~ or T~XAS: 

TH E CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article IV, section 2, read as 
follows: 

Section 2. SELECTION, TERMS, AND 
RESIDENCE OF OFFICERS OF fHE EXECUTIV E 
DEPARTMENT. (al The Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, and Attorney General shall be 
elected by the qualified voters of t he State 
at general elections beginning in 19/b. 

(bl In the general election for 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor, one vote 
shall be cast jointly for the candidates 
nominated by the same political party. 

Cc) Appointive otficers in t.J')e 
Executive Department shall be appointee PY 
the Governor with tne advice ana consent of 
the Senate and shall serve at the pleas ure ot 
the Governor. 

Cd) Elective officers of the Exec utive 
Department shall serve four year terms. 

Ce) All officers of the Executive 
Department shall reside at the seat of 
qovernment, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 276 

By Deleqate Gaston: 

To Committee on the Executive, 

c.c.P. 276, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the election, declaration of 
election, tie votes, and contested elections 
of executive officers. 

ijE IT PROPOSED DY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

ThE CONStITUTIONAL 

That Article IV, Section 3, read as 
follows: 

section 3, RETURNS OF ELECTION: 
DECLARATION or ELECTION: TIE UOT~S: CONTESTS. 
Election returns for executive officers 
shall, until otherwise provided by law, be 
sealed and transmitted to the secretary of 
State, who shall open the returns in a public 
forum as prescribed by law, and promptly 
certify the winner but shall do so no later 
than the first Monday in January. The person 
receiving the highest number of votes for an 
office shall be declaren elected. If two or 
more persons shall have the highest and an 
equal number of votes for an oftice, one o t 
them shall be chosen immediately bY joint 
vote of both houses of the Leqislature. 
Contested elections for executive offices 
specifically named in Section l ot this 
Article shall be determined by both houses of 
the Legislature in joint session. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 277 

By Deleyate Gaston: 

To Committee on the ~xecutive. 

c.c.P. 277, A PROPOSAL FOH INCORPORATION 
I N THE CONSTITUTI ON or TEXAS 

Relating to the Governor's eligibility 
and installation. 

BE IT 
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CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

That Article IV, Section 4, read as 
follows: 

section 4. GOVERNOR'S ELIGIBILlTY AND 
INSTALLATION. Ca) The Governor shall be at 
least thirty years of age, shall be a citizen 
of the United States, and shall have been a 
resident of this State at least five years 
immediately preceding election. 

Cb) The Legislature shall provide 
appropriations for a staff and office space 
for a new Governor-elect prior to 
inauguration. A new Governor-elect shall be 
entitled to receive from governmental 
agencies those reports to which an incumbent 
Governor is entitled. 

Cc) The Governor snall be inaugurated 
on the Second Tuesday in January or as soon 
thereafter as practicable. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 278 

8y Delegate Gaston: 

To Committee on the Executive. 

c.c.P, 278, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to gubernatorial succession. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article IV, Section 5, read as 
follows: 

section s. GUBERNATORIAL SUCCESSION. 
Ca) If before inauguration the person 
elected Governor fails to qualify, is 
disabled, or dies, the person elected 
Lieutenant Governor shall be inaugurated and 
shall serve as Governor until the person 
elected Governor at the next general election 
assumes office for the remainder of the term, 

Cb) If after inaugu ration the Governor 
dies, resigns, becomes disabled, or is 
removed from office, the Lieutenant Governor 
shall become Governor and shall serve for the 
remainder of the term, 

Cc) If after a vacancy occurs in the 
otfice of Governor and the Lieutenant 
Governor becomes Governor and thereafter 
dies, resigns, becomes disabled, or is 
removed from office, tne Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, if qualified, shall 
become Governor under the same conditions and 
tor the same term as provided for the 
Lieutenant Governor. If tlie Speaker of the 
House o f Representatives is not qualified, 
the line of succession shall pass to the 
President pro tempore of the Senate, if 
qualified. 

Cd) The Legislature may provide by law 
for further succession to the office of 
Governor, No person shall serve as Governor 
unless qualified for that office, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 279 

By Delegate Gaston: 

To Commi ttee on the Executive. 

c .c.P. 279, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 

IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the disability of elective 
executive officials. 

9E IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article IV, Section 6, read as 
follows: 

section 6, DISABILITY OF ELECTIVE 
OfFICERS OF THE ~XECUTIVE UEPARTMENT, The 
disability of any elected officer of the 
Executive Department to perform the duties of 
the office during the term for which elected 
shall be determined in a proceeding in the 
Supreme Court of the State under such rules 
of procedure as may be prescribed by that 
court . A majority vote of the Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
President pro tempore of the senate shall 
initiate such proceedings, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 280 

By Delegate Gaston: 

To Committee on the Executive, 

c,c.P, 280, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to compensation of executive 
officers. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article IV, Section 7, read as 
follows: 

Section 7, COMPENSATION OF OFFICERS OF 
THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, The compensation 
of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and 
Attorney General, and otner officers of the 
Executive Department shall be as provided by 
law, not to exceed the amount recommended by 
the salary commission. The compensation of 
officers of the Executive Department shall 
not be diminished during their term of 
office, The Governor shall have the use of 
the Governor's Mansion. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 281 

By Delegate Gaston: 

To Committee on the Executive, 

c.c.P. 281, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTI ON OF TEXAS 

Relating to dual office holding. 

BE IT PROPOSED 8Y 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTivNAL 

That Article IV, section 8, read as 
follows: 

section 8, DUAL OFFICE HOLDING; OTH~~ 
COMPENSATION, No officer of the Executive 
Department shall hold any other civil or 
corporate office or practice any profession; 
nor shall any s uch officer receive any 
salary, reward, or compensation trom 
non-governmental sources for the pertormance 
or promise of the performance of any service. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 282 

By Delegate Gaston: 

To Committee on the Executive. 

c.c.P. 282, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the Governor's power to call 
special sessions. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article JV, Section 11 rea d as 
follows: 

Section 11. CONVENING THE LEGISLATURE 
!N SPECIAL SESSION. The Governor may, on 
extraordinary occasions, convene the 
Legislature in special session not to exceed 
thirty days, The Legislature in special 
session may legislate only on subjects 
submitted by the Governor, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 283 

By Delegate Gaston: 

To Committee on the Executive. 

c.c.P. 283, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
lN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the Governor's veto power of 
appropriation bills. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article IV, Section 13, Cb) read as 
follows: 

Cb) The Governor may veto any item of 
appropriation in a bill, except that no item 
consisting of an appropriation for the salary 
for a single office or position may be 
vetoed, Portions of a bill not vetoed shall 
become law, Items vetoed with the Governor's 
oojections shall be returned to the house in 
which the bill originated for reconsi deration 
in the manner provided in &ubsection Ca). 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 284 

By Delegate Gaston: 

To Committee on the Executive. 

c.c.P. 284, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the Governor's power as the 
chief ~lanninq officer and budget officer. 

dg IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following section be included 
in Article IV: 

section --· CHIC:F PLANNING ANi> BUDGET 
OFFICER. The Governor shall be the chief 
planning officer of tne State and snall be 
responsible as provided oy law for the proper 
execution and administration of the total 

State budget and shall require information in 
writing and reports from all State agencies 
and officers upon any s ubject relating to 
their duties, conditions, management, and 
expenditures. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 28~ 

By Delegate Gaston: 

To Committee on the Executive, 

C,C,P, 285, A PROPOShL fOR !NCORPOkAtlUN 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF T~XAS 

Relating to the organization of tne 
Executive Department. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

TIit CONSTITll TIONt.L 

That Article IV, Section 17, read as 
follows: 

Section 17. ORGANIZATION OF THE 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. (a) The Executive 
Department shall consist of not more than ten 
departments, All executive and 
administrative offices, departments, and 
agencies of the State government and their 
respective functions, powers, and duties 
shall be allocated by law among and within 
these departments so as to group them as far 
as possible according to major purposes, 

(b) Regulatory, quasi-judicial and 
temporary agencies may be established by law 
and need not be allocated within a principal 
department. 

Cc) The Governor may from time to time 
submit to the Legislature written 
reorganization plans reassigning functions 
among or consolidating or abolishing any 
State governmental agencies. Witllin sixty 
days after submission or within sixty days 
after the Legislature can act as a 
deliberative body, whichever comes later, 
either house may reject a plan by resolution. 
Unless rejected the plan shall become 
effective by its terms. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONV!NTION PROPOSAL 286 

By Delegate Gaston: 

To Committee on the Executive. 

c.c.P, 286, A PROPOSAL FOR INC ORPORATI ON 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the of fice of the Lieutenant 
Governor. 

BE IT PROPOSED HY 
CONVENTION Of TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article IV, section 19, read as 
follows: 

Section 19, THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. 
The Lieutenant Governor shall possess the 
same qualifications as provided for the 
Governor, The Lieutenant Governor shall, by 
virtue of tile office, be President of the 
Senate and when the Senate is equally div ided 
may cast a deciding vote, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 287 

By Delegate Gaston: 
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To Committee on the Executive. 

c.c.P. 287, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the secretary of State. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article IV, Section 20, read as 
follows: 

Section 20. SECRETARY OF STATE. The 
Secretary of State shall be an officer of the 
Governor's office, appointed and serving at 
the pleasure of the Governor, and shall 
perform the duties required by this 
Constitution and such other duties as may be 
provided by law, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 288 

By Delegate Gaston: 

To Committee on the Executive. 

c.c,P, 288, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the appointment and removal 
of officers to state agencies, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article IV, Section 25, include the 
following Subsections: 

Cc) The Governor shall have the power 
of review over the selection of chief 
executive officers appointed by boards and 
agencies, These officers shall fall within 
the jurisdiction of the power of removal as 
described in Subsection Cd). 

(d) The Governor may remove for 
incompetence, neglect of duty, or malfeasance 
in office any officer appointed by the 
Governor or officials of the Executive 
Department, The procedure for removal shall 
be prescribed by law, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 289 

By Delegate Gaston: 

To Committee on the Executive. 

C,C,P, 289, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the selection of the 
Comptroller of Public Accounts and the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article IV include the following 
Section, 

Section --· SELECTION OF THE 
COMPTROLLEk OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND THE 
COMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE, The 
qualified voters of the State shall determine 
whether the Comptroller of Public Accounts 
and the Commissioner of the General Land 

Office shall be elected to office or 
appointed by the Governor with the advice ann 
consent of the senate. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 290 

By Delegate Gaston: 

To Committee on the Judiciary, 

C,C,P, 290 1 A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the merit selection 
judges, 

of 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article v, Section 8, (d) read as 
follows: 

Cd) When a vacancy occurs in the office 
of the Chief Justice of Texas, a supreme 
court justice, or a court of appeals judge, 
the vacancy shall be filled by the Governor, 
with the advice and consent of the senate, 
from a list of three nominees submitted by 
the commission within forty-five days after 
the vacancy occurs, In selecting nominees, 
the commission shall consider only those who 
are well qualified from experience and 
knowledge of the law, If the Governor fails 
to make the appointment within sixty days 
after receiving the list of nominees, the 
Lieutenant Governor shall make the 
appointment from the list, A justice or 
judge appointed pursuant to this Subsection 
is subject to review by the Senate for 
reconfirmation or rejection every sixth year 
thereafter at the first session of the 
legislature after the end of the sixth year, 
If no resolution for removal is forthcoming, 
the Judge's position will be considered 
reconfirmed, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 291 

By Delegate Meier: 

To Committee on General Provisions, 

C,C,P, 291, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the establishment of a 
central procurement system for certain 
purchases with State funds, and requiring 
such purchases to be made by competitive 
bidding, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following Section be included 
in Article x: 

Section --· STATE PURCHASING BY 
COMPETITIVE BIDDING, The Legislature shall 
establish by law a central procurement system 
for the purchase of supplies, materials and 
equipment, paid for out of State funds, for 
all agencies in the Executive, Legislative 
and Judicial branches of State Government, 
All such purchases, except those products 
manufactured by State agencies, shall be 
based on competitive bids unless otherwise 
specified by statutory law, No responsible 
bidder, or group of bidders, who desire to 
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bid, shall be excluded, The Legislature 
shall enact laws consistent with the 
provisions of this Section, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 292 

By Delegate Lee: 

To Committee on Finance, 

C,C,P, 292, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to state taxes on income, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following section be included 
in Article VIII: 

Section ___ , STATE TAXES ON INCOME, If 
a law is enacted levying an income tax, the 
tax may be on personal or corporate income, 
or both, and may be graduated or otherwise, 
No such law shall be 1n effect until after it 
has been submitted and approved by a 
statewide referendum vote 1n the general 
election following enactment, The law may 
define income by reference to the laws of the 
United States as they then exist or may 
thereafter be changed, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 293 

By Delegate Cates: 

To Committee on Local Government, 

C,C,P, 293, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to local redistricting 
providing for certain special districts, 

and 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Section 10, Article IX, Local 
Government, of C,C,P, No, 1, read as follows: 

Section 10, LOCAL REDISTRICTING, (a) 
Within the calendar year following that 1n 
which each federal decennial census 1s 
published, and at such other times as the 
governing body of any political subdivision 
may deem necessary, each governing body not 
entirely elected at large shall divide its 
geographical area into districts for the 
election of those representatives to the 
governing body not elected at large, Except 
as provided in Subsection Cb), the districts 
shall be composed of contiguous territory and 
shall be as compact and as nearly equal in 
population as practicable, 

Cb) Special districts which are 
primarily concerned with the development, 
regulation, or management of natural 
resources and which have boundaries 
delineated on the basis of the natural 
resource being developed, regulated, or 
managed shall be subdivided in such manner as 
to give equal or near equal area 
representation on the governing body, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 294 

By Delegate Nugent: 

To Committee on Finance, 

C,C,P, 294, A PROPOSAI, FOR INCORl:'OHATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to dedicating certain revenues 
for mass, rapid or school transit, 

BE IT PROPOSEU BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article VIII on finance include the 
following provision: 

Section __ , Mass, Rapid or School 
Transit, Subject to legislative 
appropriation, allocation and direction, 
one-third of the net revenue from sales, use, 
excise or other transaction taxes on motor 
vehicles, trailers and semitrailers shall be 
used solely for the support of mass, rapid or 
school transit either inter or intra city, 
Any county, city, school district or other 
political subdivision of the State may be the 
subject of a grant from such revenues for the 
purposes set out above, 

The phrase "mass, rapid or school 
transit" shall be broadly interpreted to 
permit the use of such revenues to provide 
for the present and future transportation 
needs of the people of Texas, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 295 

By Delegate Doran: 

To Committee on General Provisions, 

C,C,P, 295, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Prohibiting 
because of sex, 
national origin, 

preference or 
race, color, 

favoritism 
creed, or 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following section be included 
1n Article x: 

Section ---· EQUALITY UNDER TH~ LAW, 
No preference or favoritism shall be granted 
to any person because of sex, race, color, 
creed, or national origin, This section 1s 
self-operative, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 296 

By Delegate Doran: 

To Committee on the Legislature, 

C,C,P, 296, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the composition and 
compensation of the Legislature, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following be submitted to the 
voters as an alternative issue: 

Section ---· COMPOSITION. 'l'he Senate 
shall consist of thirty-one members and the 
House of Representatives shall consist of one 
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hundred members, 
Section--· COMPENSATION, 

of the Legislature shall receive a 
fourteen thousand dollars a year, 

Each member 
salary of 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 297 

By Delegate Doran: 

To Committee on Finance, 

C,C,P, 297, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to investment of state funds, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That a section be included in the 
appropriate article to read as follows: 

Sec, -· INVESTMENT OF STATE FUNDS, 
Investment of funds in the custody of any 
state agency, institution, or officer shall 
be according to uniform policies and 
procedures prescribed by law, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 298 

By Delegate Coleman: 

To Committee on the ~xecutive, 

C,C,P, 298, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the Governor's veto powers, 
BE IT PROPOSED BY THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

That Article IV, Section 13, read as 
follows: 

section 13, ACTION ON BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS, (a) Every bill that passes 
both houses of the Legislature shall be 
presented to the Governor, The Governor may 
approve the bill by signing it in which event 
it shall become law and shall be filed with 
the secretary of State, The Governor may 
veto the bill by returning it with obj ecti ons 
to the house in which it originated, That 
house shall enter the objections in its 
journal and reconsider the bill for passage 
over the veto, If the bill passes that house 
by a two-thirds record vote of tne members 
present and voting, it shall be sent with the 
Governor's objections to the other house 
which shall enter the objections in its 
journal and reconsider the bill for passage 
over the veto, If the bill likewise passes 
that house by a two-thirds record vote of the 
members present and voting, the bill shall 
become a law and shall be filed with the 
Secretary of State, If the Governor fails to 
veto a bill within ten days (Sundays 
excepted) after it is presented, the bill 
shall become a law and snall be filed with 
the Secretary of State, If the Legislature 
by its adjournment prevents a veto, the bill 
shall become a law and shall be filed with 
the Secretary of State unless within twenty 
days after adjournment the Governor files the 
bill and objections with the Secretary of 
State and gives public notice thereof by 
proclamation, The Legislature may reconvene 

to reconsider any bill vetoed while tne 
Legislature is not in session, If the 
Legislature reconvenes, the Governor shall 
return the bill, with his objections, to the 
house in which it originated as provided by 
law, 

Cb) The Governor may veto any item of 
appropriation in a bill, Portions of a bill 
not vetoed shall become law, Items vetoed 
together with the Governor's obj ections shall 
be returned to the house in which t he bill 
originated for reconsideration in the manner 
provided in Subsection Cal, 

Cc) All orders and resolutions 
requiring the concurrence of both houses of 
the Legislature, except those concerning 
adjournment and legislative rules and those 
proposing amendments to the Constitution or a 
referendum on incurring State debt, shall be 
presented to the Governor, It the Governor 
disapproves an order or resolution, it shall 
not become effective unless repassed in the 
manner provided for in Subsection (a), 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 299 

By Delegate Denton: 

To Committee on the Legislature, 

C,C,P, 299, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to 
Legislature, 

the sessions of the 

BE IT PROPOSED HY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following section be included 
in Article III: 

Section --• SESSIONS, (a ) The 
Legislature shall meet at least once every 
two years and at such times and for such 
duration as provided by law, 

(bl Special sessions of the Legislature 
may be called by petition of a majority of 
the membership of each house to consider 
matters submitted by a ma jority of the 
membership of each house, 

Cc) All legislative proceedings shall 
be open to the public, 

Cd) Neither house may adjourn or recess 
for more than three days without the consent 
of the other, 

Ce) The Legislature shall meet at the 
seat of government unless otherwise provided 
by law, 

Cf) In the event of a gubernatorial 
veto, after final adjournment of any session, 
the legislature shall convene within thirty 
days of the veto, tor the purpose of 
reconsidering the legislation wh ich was 
vetoed, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 300 

By Delegate Denton: 

To Committee on the Legislature, 

c.c.P. 300, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

BE 

3 23 
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CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

That the following section be included 
in Article III: 

Section --· BILLS. (a) The 
Legislature shall enact no law except by 
bill. 

Cb) A bill may originate in either 
house. After a bill passes either house, the 
other may amend or reject it, but neither 
house may so amend a bill as to change its 
original purpose. 

Cc) Every bill shall be limited to a 
s i ngle subject, which shall be expressed in 
its title. A general appropriation bill 
shal l be limited to the subject of 
appropriations. A statutory revision bill 
shall be limited to that subject. 

Cd) A bill, amendatory in form, shall 
set out the complete section, as amended, of 
the statute it amends. 

Ce) Before a house considers a bill it 
must have been referred to a committee of 
that house. Before a bill becomes law it 
must be read on three separate days in each 
house. Either house by four-fifths record 
vote of the members present and voting may 
suspend this requirement, 

Cf) If a bill or resolution is defeated 
by a vote of either house, no bill or 
resolution containing the same substance 
shall be passed during the same session, 

Cg) The presiding officer of each house 
shall, in the presence of that house, certify 
the final passage of each bill or resolution 
requiring the concurrence of both houses, 
The fact of certification shall be recorded 
in the journal, 

Ch) No law except the General 
Appropriation Act and redistricting acts 
shall take effect until ninety days after it 
becomes a law or ninety days after 
adjournment of the session at which it was 
enacted, whichever is earlier, The 
Legislature, by three-fourths record vote of 
the membership of each house , may authorize 
an earlier effective date, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 301 

By Delegate Denton: 

To Committee on the Executive, 

C,C,P, 301, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the officers constituting 
the Executive Department, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

(1) That the following language be 
excluded from Article IV: 

Section 22, COMPTROLLER OF PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTS, The Comptroller of Public Accounts 
shall perform the duties required by this 
Constitution and such other duties as may be 
provided by law, 

(2) That Sections 1, 2, 6, and 7 of the 
Executive Article read as follows: 

Section 1, OFFICERS CONSTITUTING THE 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, The Governor shall be 
the Chief Executive Officer of the State, 

The Executive Department shall consist ot a 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney 
General, Secretary of State, Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, and such other 
officers as may be provided by law, 

Section 2, SELECTION, TERMS, AND 
RESIDENCE OF OFFICERS OF EXECUTIVE 
DEPARTMENT, The Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, and Attorney General shall be 
elected by the qualified voters of the State 
at general elections beginning with 1978, 
The secretary of State shall be appointed by 
the Governor, The Commissioner of the 
General Land Office shall be elected or 
appointed as provided by law, Appointive 
officers of the Executive Department shall be 
appointed by the Governor with the advice and 
consent of the Senate and shall serve at the 
pleasure of the Governor, Elective officers 
of the Executive Department shall serve 
four-year terms, All officers of the 
Executive Department shall reside at the seat 
of government, 

Section 6, DISABILITY OF ELECTIVE 
OFFICERS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, The 
disability of any elected officer of the 
Executive Department to perform the duties of 
the office during the term for which elected 
shall be determined in a proceeding in the 
Supreme Court of the State under such rules 
of procedure as may be prescribed by that 
court, A majority vote of the Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
President pro tempore of the Senate shall 
initiate such proceedings, 

Section 7, COMPENSATION OF OFFICERS OF 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, The compensation of 
the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney 
General, Secretary of State, and Commissioner 
of the General Land Office shall be as 
provided by law, not to exceed the amount 
recommended by the salary commission, The 
compensation of officers of the Executive 
Department shall not be diminished durinq 
their term of office, The Governor shall 
have the use of the Governor's Mansion, 

(3) That section 6 of Article VIII read 
as follows: 

Section 6, APPROPRIATIONS, (a) Money 
may not be drawn from the State Treasury 
except in accordance with specific 
appropriations made by law, 

Cb) Any appropriation from the State 
Treasury expires two years aft~r its 
effective date, 

(c) No bill containing an appropriation 
may be considered as passed or be sent to the 
Governor for consideration until and unless 
an officer designated by law certifies that 
the amount appropriated is within the 
estimated revenue for the applicable fiscal 
period, 

Cd) No appropriation in excess of the 
estimated revenue shall be valid unless it is 
made in response to imperative public 
necessity and approved by four-fifths vote of 
the membership of each house of the 
Legislature, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTlON PROPOSAL 302 

By Delegate Clayton: 

TO Committee on Local Government, 
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C,C,P, 302, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to Local Debt, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article IX, Section 11, read as 
follows: 

section 11, Local Debt, Political 
subdivisions shall not issue general 
obligation bonds, except refunding bonds, 
unless approved in an election in a manner 
prescribed by law, No debt shall be created 
by the poli tical subdivision unless at the 
same time provision is made for buying the 
interest and principal when due, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 303 

Sy Delegate Clayton: 

To Committee on Local Government, 

C,C,P, 303, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating 
authorities, 

to special 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE 

districts and 

CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article IX, Section 7, read as 
follows: 

Section 7, Special Districts and 
Authorities, The Legislature may provide by 
law for establishing, financing, 
consolidating, and abolishing special 
districts and authorities and shall define 
their powers by law, The provisions of this 
Section shall not be applicable to school and 
community college districts, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 304 

By Delegate Clayton: 

To Committee on Finance, 

C,C,P, 304, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the property tax exemption, 

BE IT PROPOSED ~y 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article VIII, section 2, read as 
follows: 

Section 2, Property Tax Exemptions, 
Ca) There snall be exempt from all ad 

valorem taxation: 
Cl) The property of the State except as 

provided by law and all other property used 
for public purposes; 

(2) All household goods and personal 
effects not used for the production of 
income; 

(3) All farm products in the hands of 
the producer and family supplies for home and 
farm use; 

(4) The property of political 
subdivisions of the State, except as provided 

by law, 
Cb) There shall be exemp t fro m btate ad 

valorem taxation: 
(1) Three thousand dollars of the 

assessed value of all residence homesteads, 
Cc) The Legislature by general law may 

exempt from ad valorem taxation: 
Cl) Property used exclusively for 

educational or charitable purposes or places 
of burial not held for profit; 

(2) Up to three thousand dollars of the 
assessed value of property owned by a 
disabled veteran of the armed services of the 
United States or by the surviving spouse and 
surviving minor children of a disabled 
veteran of the armed services of the United 
States; 

(3) Up to three thousand dollars of the 
assessed value of property owned by the 
surviving spouse or surviving minor children 
of any member of the armed services of the 
United States whose life was lost while on 
active duty; 

(4) Actual places of religious worship; 
(5) Any property owned by a church or 

by a strictly religious society for the 
exclusive use as a dwelling place for the 
ministry of such church or religious society 
if the property yields no revenue to the 
church or religious society, but such 
exemption shall not extend to more property 
than is reasonably necessary for a dwelling 
place and in no event more than one acre of 
land; 

(6) All real and personal property used 
by a nonprofit water supply corporation or a 
nonprofit water supply cooperative or a 
nonprofit sewage treatment corporation or a 
nonprofit sewage treatment cooperative which 
is reasonably necessary for, and used in, the 
operation of the corporation or cooperative 
in the acquisition, storage, transportation, 
sale, and distribution of water, or the 
protection, preservation, and restoration of 
the purity and sanitary condition of water 
within the State; and 

(7) Any other property validly exempt 
at the time of adoption of this Constitution, 

Subsections Cd), Ce), and Cf) are 
unchanged, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 305 

By Delegate Clayton: 

To Committee on Local Government, 

C,C,P, 305, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to local redistricting, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article IX, section 10, read as 
follows: 

section 10, Local redistricting, 
Within the calendar year following that in 
which each federal decennial census is 
published, and at such other times as the 
governing body of any political subdivision 
may deem necessary, each qoverning body not 
entirely elected at large shall divide its 
geographical area into districts for the 
election of those representatives to the 
governing body not elected at large, 
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 306 

By Delegate Clayton: 

To Committee on General Provisions. 

c.c.P. 306, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the residence of 
officials. 

civil 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article X, Section 2, read as 
follows: 

Section 2. Residence of Civil 
Officials. All elected and appointed 
officials shall reside within the State. 
Unless otherwise provided'by law, all elected 
and appointed officials of a political 
subaivision shall reside within the political 
subdivision which they ·serve, and shall keep 
their offices at such place as required by 
law. Failure to comply with these conditions 
shall vacate the office. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 307 

By Delegate Clayton: 

To Committee on General Provisions. 

c.c.P. 307, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to natural resources. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article x, Section 10, read as 
follows: 

section 10. Natural Resources, Energy 
and the Environment. The state and each 
person shall maintain and improve a clean and 
healthful environment in Texas for present 
and future generations. The Legislature 
shall provide for the administration and 
enforcement of this duty. The conservation 
and development of the natural resources of 
this state including the control, storing, 
preservation, and distribution of the State's 
storm and flood water, waters of its rivers, 
and streams for all useful purposes: the 
preservation and improvement of the ambient 
air of the State and the collection and 
disposal or recycling of solid wastes: the 
deve l opment of all energy resources of the 
State including hydroelectric power and 
fossil and other fuel sources: the 
conservation and development of the State's 
forests: the navigation of its inland and 
coastal waters: and the preservation and 
conservation of all such natural resources of 
the State are each and all hereby declared 
publ i c rights and duties and the Legislature 
shal l pass all such laws as may be 
appropriate thereto. The Legislature shall 
prov i de adequate remedies for the protection 
of the environmental life support system from 
degradation and provide adequate remedies to 
prevent unreasonable depletion and 
degradation of natural resources. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 308 

By Delegate Clayton: 

To Committee on General Provisions. 

c.c.P. 308, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPOHATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to natural resources. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article X, Section 10, read as 
follows: 

Section 10. Natural Resources, Energy 
and the Environment. The State and each 
person shall maintain and improve a clean and 
healthful environment in Texas for present 
and future generations. The Legislature 
shall provide for the administration and 
enforcement of this duty. The conservation 
and development of the natural resources of 
this State including the contro l , storing, 
preservation and distribution of the State 's 
storm and flood waters, waters of its rivers 
and streams for all useful purposes: the 
development of all energy resources of the 
State including hydroelectric power and 
fossil and other fuel sources: the 
conservation and development of the State's 
forests; the navigation of its inland and 
coastal waters: and, the preservation and 
conservation of all such natural resources of 
the State are each and all hereby declared 
public rights and duties and the Legislature 
shall pass all such laws as may be 
appropriate thereto, The Legislature shall 
provide adequate remedies for the protection 
of the environmental life support system from 
degradation and provide adequate remedies to 
prevent unreasonable depletion and 
degradation of natural resources, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 309 

By Delegate Clayton: 

To Committee on the Legislature. 

c.c,P. 309, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating 
legislation, 

to 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
~ONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

local 

THE 

or special 

CONSTITUTIONAL 

Ca) That Article III, section 12 read 
as follows: 

Section 12. Local or Special 
Legislation, The Legislature may not enact a 
local or special law if a general law is or 
can be made applicable. Whether a general 
law is or can be made applicable shall be a 
matter for legislative determination, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 310 

By Delegate Clayton: 

To Committee on General Provisions. 

c,c.P. 310, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 
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Relating 
development of 
environment, 

to the 
natural 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

conservation 
resources and 

and 
the 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article X, Section 10, read as 
follows: 

Section 10, NATURAL RESOURCES AND 
ENVIRONMENT, The State and each person shall 
maintain and improve a clean and healthful 
environment in Texas for present and future 
generations, The Legislature shall provide 
for the administration and enforcement of 
this duty , The conservation and development 
of all of the natural resources of this 
State, including the control, storing, 
preservation and distribution of its storm 
and flood waters, the waters of its rivers 
and streams, for irrigation, power and all 
other useful purposes, the reclamation and 
irrigation of its arid, semi-arid and other 
lands needing irrigation, the reclamation and 
drainage of its overflowed lands, and other 
lands needing drainage, the conservation and 
development of its forests, water and 
hydro-electric power, the navigation of its 
inland and coastal waters, and the 
preservation and conservation of all such 
natural resources of the State are each and 
all hereby declared public rights and duties: 
and the Legislature shall pass all such laws 
as may be appropriate thereto, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 311 

By Delegates Garcia and Vecchio: 

To Committee on the Judiciary, 

C,C,P, 311, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Providing a Section 10 of Article V 
relating to mandatory retirement of judges, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Section 10 of Article v read as 
follows: 

section 
JUDGES, The 
justice and 
system shall 

.10, MANDATORY RETIREMENT OF 
mandatory retirement age of each 

judge in the unified judicial 
be as provided by law, 

CONSTITUTI ONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 312 

By Delegates Garcia and Vecchio: 

To Committee on General Provisions, 

C,C,P, 312, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to a salary commission, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the section in Article X on a 
salary commission read as follows: 

Section---· SALARY COMMISSION, (a) A 
salary commission shall be established to 

recom me nd rates of compensation for members 
of the Legislature, judges in the State 
unified judicial system, and officials of tne 
executive branch, and to perform such other 
duties pertaining to compensation as may be 
provided by law, Compensation paid by tne 
State shall not exceed the rates recommended 
by the commission, 

Cb) The salary commission shall consist 
of nine members appointed by the Governor 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
The Governor shall make appointments that 
fairly and equitably represent the sexes, 
ethnic groups, economic groups, and 
geographical regions of the State, Members 
of the commission shall serve six-year terms, 
Vacancies shall be filled by the Governor for 
the remainder of the term with the advice and 
consent of the senate, No member of the 
commission may hold another public office at 
the same time, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 313 

By Delegates Garcia and Vecchio: 

To Committee on General Provisions, 

C,C,P, 313, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to homesteads, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the section on homesteads read as 
follows: 

Section __ , HOMESTEAD, (a) The 
homestead of a family and ot such other 
persons as may be designated by law 1s 
protected from forced sale for the payment of 
all debts, except for purchase money 
therefor, taxes due thereon, and work and 
material used in constructing improvements 
thereon when the work and material are 
contracted for in writing by the owner but, 
in the case of married persons, only if both 
spouses consent to the contract in the manner 
required when a homestead is sold, A 
homestead of married persons may be sold only 
with the consent of both spouses, except that 
when the homestead is the community property 
or the separate property of the spouse 
desiring to sell, it may be sold as provided 
by law without the consent of the other 
spouse 1f the latter 1s incompetent, has 
disappeared, or has abandoned the homestead, 
as provided by law, No mortgage, trust deed, 
or other lien on a residential homestead 
shall be valid except for the purchase money 
therefor or for improvements made thereon, as 
provided above, Liens may be created on 
non-residential homesteads but only in the 
manner required for a conveyance thereof, 
All pretended sales of tne homestead 
involving any condition of defeasance shall 
be vo id, 

Cb) The homestead not in a city, town, 
or village shall consist of not more than two 
hundred acres of land, which may be in one or 
more parcels with the improvements thereon, 
Of the two hundred acres, only fifty acres on 
which the home is located shall be classified 
as residential and the remainder shall be 
classified as non-residential, The homestead 
in a city , town, or village shall consist of 
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land valued at the time of establishment 
t hereof, and without reference to the value 
of any improvements thereon, at no more than 
f ifteen thousand dollars or any larger sum as 
may be provided by law. A homestead in a 
city, town, or village is a residential 
homestead if used as a home and is 
non-residential if used as a Place for the 
exercise of the calling or business of the 
head of a family or such other person as may 
be designated by law. A home remains a 
homestead while temporarily rented only so 
long as no other homestead is acquired. 

Cc) The homestead of married persons 
shall descend and vest like any other real 
property, except that the homestead shall not 
be partitioned so long as it is used and 
occupied as a home either by the surviving 
spouse, or by minor children if the use and 
occupancy have been granted by the court. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 314 

By Delegates Garcia and Vecchio: 

To Committee on Local Government. 

c.c.P, 314, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to counties. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article IX, Section 1, read as 
follows: 

Section 1. COUNTIES. The counties of 
the State are those that exist on the date of 
adoption of this Constitution. Changes in 
county boundaries, the merger and division of 
counties, and the removal of county seats 
shall be subject to the approval of a 
two-thirds majority of the qualified voters 
voting on the question in each county 
affected. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 315 

By Delegates Garcia and Vecchio: 

To Committee on General Provisions. 

c.c,P. 315, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to separate and 
property of husband and wife. 

community 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the section on separate and 
community property of husband and wife read 
as follows: 

Section --· SEPARATE AND COMMUNITY 
PROPERTY OF HUSBAND AND WIFE. All property 
owned or claimed by each spouse before 
ma r riage, that acquired afterward by gift, 
devise, or descent, and any recovery for 
pe r sonal injuries sustained by the spouse 
du r ing marriage, except any recovery for loss 
of earning capacity during marriage, is the 
separate property of that spouse. Laws shall 
be passed more clearly defining the rights of 

each spouse in relation to separate pr oper ty 
as well as to that held in common with one 
another. A husband and wife may from time to 
time and by written instrument partition 
between themselves in severalty or into equal 
undivided interests all or any part of their 
existing community property. In like manner, 
they may exchange between themselves the 
community interest of one in any property for 
the community interest of the other in other 
community property. The portion or interest 
set aside to each by partition or exchange 
shall be and constitute a part of the 
separate property of such spouse. A 
partition or exchange under this Section 
shall not prejudice the rights of preexisting 
creditors, This provision is self-operative, 
but laws may be passed prescribing reasonable 
requirements not inconsistent herewi th . 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 316 

By Delegates Garcia and Vecchio: 

To Committees on Finance and Education. 

c.c.P. 316, A PROPOSAL FOR INC ORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the use of certain dedicated 
taxes. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

section 1. That the following section 
be included in Article VII: 

section---· DEDICATED SCHOOL TAX. Not 
less than one-fourth of the revenue from 
State occupation taxes and not less than 
one-fourth of the net revenue from the State 
motor fuel tax are dedicated to the Available 
School Fund. 

sec. 2. That the following section be 
included in Article VIII: 

Section --· HIGHWAY - USER REVEN UES. 
Subject to legislative appropriation, 
allocation, and direction, all net revenues 
from motor vehicle registration fees and not 
more than three-fourths of net revenues from 
all taxes on fuels and lubricants used to 
propel motor vehicles over public roadways, 
except gross production and ad valorem taxes, 
shall be deposited in the State Highway Fund. 
Such revenues shall be used solely for 
acquiring rights-of-way, constructing and 
maintaining a State highway system; for 
policing public roadways; and for 
administering laws pertaining to the 
supervision of traffic and safety on public 
roadways. Not less than one-fourth of net 
revenues from these taxes shall be allocated 
to the Available School Fund. The net 
revenue derived by counties from motor 
vehicle registration fees shall never be less 
than the maximum amounts allowed to be 
retained by each county, or less than the 
percentage allowed to be retained, under the 
laws in effect at the time of adoption of 
this Constitution. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 317 

By Delegates Garcia and Vecchio: 

To Committee on the Legislature. 
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C,C,P, 317, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION Of TEXAS 

Relating 
Legislature, 

to 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

redistricting the 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following section be included 
in Article III: 

Sect i on --· REDISTRICTING, (a) 
Before August 15 following publication of 
each federal decennial census, the 
Legislature shall by law divide the State 
into single-member senatorial districts and 
each senatorial district into single-member 
representative districts, 

(b) All senatorial districts shall 
contain as nearly as practicable an equal 
number of inhabitants, All representative 
districts within a senatorial district shall 
contain as nearly as practicable an equal 
number of inhabitants, All districts shall 
be composed of compact and contiguous 
territory, 

Cc) A county entitled to more than one 
Senator or Representative shall be divided 
into the required number of districts, 
Population in excess of that required for 
complete districts within the coun t y, or the 
population of a county insufficient to 
comprise a district, shall be joined with 
population of another county or counties to 
form one district, 

Cd) Senatorial and representative 
districts shall not divide counties unless 
necessary t o prevent a significant population 
variance between districts, 

Ce) A Legislative Redistricting Board 
shall be constituted within twenty days after 
August 15 , The board shall consist of the 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, Attorney General, 
and five members appointed by the Governor, 
The board shall be representative of 
different geographical regions of the State, 
and fair and equitable representation shall 
be given to the sexes, ethnic groups, and 
economic groups, No appointed member shall 
be a public officeholder, and not more than 
three shall be from the same political party, 
The Legislature shall provide funds for the 
board's clerical, technical, and other 
expenses, 

Cf) If the Legislature fails to 
redistrict by August 15 or if its 
redistricting plan is declared invalid, the 
State shall be redistricted by the board, In 
the event of failure to redistrict, the board 
shall convene as soon as practicable after it 
is constituted, In the event the legislative 
redistricting plan is declared invalid, the 
board shall convene as soon thereafter as is 
Practicable, The board shall make and file 
its redistricting plan with the Secretary of 
State within twenty-five days after its first 
meeting, 

Cg) I f the board fails to complete its 
redistricting in accordance with the 
requirements of this Section, the Supreme 
Court of Texas shall have original 
jurisdiction to compel the board to perform 
its duties and may provide such remedies and 
penalties as may be appropriate, 

Ch) The board shall be 
immediately following the first 
election held in accordance with 
redistricting plan, 

dissolved 
general 
a valid 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVE~TION PROPOSAL 318 

By Delegate Clower: 

To Committee on the Legislature, 

C,C,P, 318, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Providing an amendment to Article III, 
section 8(g), relating to records of House 
and Senate proceedings, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That section 8Cg) of Article III be 
amended to read as follows: 

(g) Each house shall prepare and 
publish a journal and verbatim reports of its 
proceedings, including committee hearings, 
At the request of any three members present, 
the votes on any question shall be recorded 
in the journal, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 319 

By Delegate Bryant: 

To Committee on General Provisions, 

C,C,P, 319, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the regulation of those who 
attempt to influence the legislative and 
executive branches of government, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following section be included 
in the appropriate article: 

Section --· ATTEMPTS TO INFLUENCE 
LEGISLATIVE OR EXECUTIVE ACTION, It is the 
policy of the State to preserve the integrity 
of the procedures by which the laws are made 
and executed, The Legislature shall enact 
laws to enforce this policy, including laws 
to require those individuals or groups who 
regularly engage in activities intended to 
influence action by the legislative or 
executive branch of government to register 
and to fully disclose the amount received and 
spent in the course of influencing 
governmental actions, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 320 

By Delegate Denton: 

To Committee on the Legislature, 

C,C,P, 320, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating 
l egislators, 

to 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 
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That the following section be included 
1n Article III: 

Section---· LEGISLATIVE IMMUNITY, (a) 
Senators and Representatives shall, except 1n 
cases of treason, felony, or breach of the 
peace, be privileged from arrest during the 
session of the Legislature, and 1n going to 
and returning from the same, 

(bl No member shall be questioned in 
any other place for speech or debate during a 
legislative proceeding, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 321 

By Delegate Denton: 

To Committee on the Legislature, 

c.c.P, 321, A PROPOSAL FOR INC ORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the Legislative contempt 
power, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following section be included 
in Article III: 

Section--• ORGANIZATION & PROCEDURE, 
(al Each house shall be the judge of the 
qualifications and election of its own 
members, but contested elections shall be 
determined as provided by law, 

(bl Each house shall adopt its rules of 
Procedure, The Legislature by majority vote 
of the membership ot each house shall adopt 
rules, Rules, once adopted, shall remain in 
effect until amended, repealed, or otherwise 
changed by the same or succeeding 
legislatures, 

Cc) At the beginning and end of each 
session the Senate shall elect from its 
members a president pro tempore who shall 
perform the duties of president when the 
Lieutenant Governor 1s absent or disabled, or 
when the office is vacant, 

Cd) When fir st assembled the House of 
Representatives shall organize and elect a 
speaker from its members, 

(el All elections held by either house 
of the Legislature shall be by individual 
voice votes to be recorded in the journal, 

Cf) Two-thirds of the membership of 
each house shall constitute a quorum for 
t ransacting business, but fewer members may 
recess or adjourn from day to day and compel 
the attendance of absent members, 

(g) Each house shall prepare and 
publish a journal of its proceedings, At the 
request of any three members present, the 
votes on any question shall be recorded in 
the journal, 

Ch) Each house may punish a member for 
disorderly conduct or for cause deemed 
sufficient by that house and may expel a 
member by two-thirds vote of its membersnip, 
but not a second time for the same off ense, 

(1) Each house may punish, by 
imprisonment, during its sessions, any person 
not a member, for disrespectful or disorderly 
conduct in its presence, or for obstructing 
any of its proceedings; provided, such 
imprisonment shall not, at any one time, 
exceed forty-eight hours, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PRUPUSAL 322 

By Delegate Reyes: 

To Committee on the Executive, 

C,C,P, 322, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORAT I ON 
IN ThE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the compos ition and 
selection of the Executive Department, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

(1) That the following section be 
included 1n Article IV: 

Section --· COMMISSIONER OF EQUAL 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY, The Commissioner of 
Equal Employment Opportunity shall ensure 
equal opportunities for employment 1n the 
State and shall perform the duties required 
by this Constitution and such other duties as 
may be provided by law, 

(2) That Sections 1, 2, 6, and 7 of the 
Executive Article read as follows: 

Section 1, OFFICERS CONSTITUTING THE 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, The Governor shall be 
the Chief Executive Officer of the State, 
The Executive Department shall consist of a 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney 
General, Comptroller of Public Accounts, 
Secretary of State, Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, commissioner of Equal 
Employment Opportunity , an d such other 
officers as may be provided by law, 

section 2, SELECTION, TERMS, AND 
RESIDENCE OF OFF I CERS OF EXECUTI VE 
DEPARTMENT, The Governor, Lieutena nt 
Governor, Attorney General, and Comptroller 
of Public Accounts shall be elected by the 
qualified voters of the State at general 
elections beginning with 1978, The Secretary 
of State and Commissioner of Equal Employment 
Opportunity shall be appointed by the 
Governor, The Commiss i oner of the General 
Land Office shall be elected or appointed as 
provided by law, Appointive officers of the 
Executive Department shall be appointed by 
the Governor with the advice and consent of 
the Senate and shall serve at the pleasure of 
the Governor, Elective officers of the 
Executive Department shall serve four-year 
terms, All off icers of the Executive 
Department shall reside at the seat of 
government, 

Section 6, DI SABILITY OF ELECTIVE 
OFFICERS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, The 
disability of any elected officer of the 
Executive Department to perform the duties of 
the office during the term for which elected 
shall be determined 1n a proceeding 1n the 
Supreme Court of the State under such rules 
of procedure as may be prescribed by that 
court, A majority vote of the Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, 
Comptroller of Public Accounts, Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, Commissioner of 
Equal Employment Opportunity, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives , and President pro 
tempore of the Senate shall initiate such 
proceedings, 

Section 7, COMPENSATION OF OFFICERS OF 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, The compensation of 
the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney 
General, Comptroller of Public Accounts, 
Secretary of State, Commissioner of the 
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General Land Office, and Commissioner of 
Equal Employment Opportunity shall be as 
provided by law, not to exceed the amount 
recommended by the salary commission. The 
compensation of officers of the Executive 
Department shall not be diminished during 
their term of office. The Governor shall 
have the use of the Governor's Mansion. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 323 

By Delegate Reyes: 

To Committee on the Executive. 

c.c.P. 323, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the composition and 
selection of the Executive Department. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

(1 ) That the following section be 
included in Article IV: 

section -· COMMISSIONER OF HUMAN 
RELATIONS. The Commissioner of Human 
Relations shall perform the duties required 
by this Constitution and such other duties as 
may be provided by law. 

(2) That Sections 1, 2, 6, and 7 of 
Article IV read as follows: 

Section 1. OFFICERS CONSTITUTI~G THE 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. The Governor shall be 
the Chief Executive Officer of the State. 
The Executive Department shall consist of a 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney 
General, Comptroller of Public Accounts, 
Secretary of State, Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, Commissioner of Human 
Relations, and such other officers as may be 
provided by law. 

Section 2. SELECTION, TERMS, AND 
RESIDENCE OF OFFICERS OF EXECUTIVE 
DEPARTMENT. The Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, Attorney General, and Comptroller 
of Public Accounts shall be elected by the 
qualified voters of the State at general 
elections beginning with 1978. The secretary 
of State and the Commissioner of Human 
Relations shall be appointed by the Governor. 
The Commissioner of the General Land Office 
shall be elected or appointed as provided by 
law. Appointive officers of the Executive 
Department shall be appointed by the Governor 
with the advice and consent of the Senate and 
shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor. 
Elective officers of the Executive Department 
shall serve four-year terms. All officers of 
the Executive Department shall reside at the 
seat of government. 

Section 6. DISABILITY OF ELECTIVE 
OFFICERS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. The 
disability of any elected officer of the 
Executive Department to perform the duties of 
the office during the te'rm for which elected 
shall be determined in a proceeding in the 
Supreme Court of the State under such rules 
of procedure as may be prescribed by that 
court. A majority vote of the Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, 
Comptroller of Public Accounts, Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, Commissioner of 
Human Relations, Speaker of the House of 

Representatives, and President pro tempore of 
the Senate shall initiate such pr oceedings. 

section 7. COMPENSATION OF OFFICtRS OF 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. The compensation of 
the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney 
General, Comptroller of Public Accounts, 
secretary of state, Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, and Commis sioner of 
Human Relations shall be as provided by law, 
not to exceed the amount recommended by the 
salary commission. The compensation of 
officers of the Executive Department shall 
not be diminished during their term of 
office. The Governor shall have the use of 
the Governor's Mansion. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENT I ON PROPOSAL 324 

By Delegate Hudson: 

To Committee on the Executive. 

c.c.P. 324, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating 
Commission. 

to 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

a Human Relations 

THE CONSTITU1'IONAL 

That a section be included in Article IV 
to read as follows: 

Section --· HUMAN RELATIONS 
COMMISSION. The legislature shall establish 
a Human Relations Commission with adequate 
power to enforce provisions of the 
constitutions and laws of the United States 
and of this state protecting persons from 
discrimination because of sex, race, color, 
creed, or national origin. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 325 

By Delegate Clower: 

To Committee on the Legislature. 

c.c.P. 325, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the selection of committees 
and their chairmen of the Legislature. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That following section B(b) of Article 
III there be inserted a new Subsection Cc) to 
read as follows, and that subsequent 
subsections be renumbered accordingly: 

(c) Upon the adoption of rules of 
procedure by each house, the first order of 
business shall be for each house to convene 
as a Committee of the Whole so as to elect 
the membership and chairman of each standing 
committee. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 326 

By Delegate Clower: 

To Committee on the Leqislature. 

c.c.P. 326, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

331 



Thursday, January 31, 1974 

Providing an addition to Article III, 
Section 7 allowing the legislature to call 
itself into special session, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article III, Section 7Cel read as 
follows: 

(el The Legislature may, on 
extraordinary occasions, convene 1n special 
session, by petition of two-thirds of the 
house and two-thirds of the Senate, stating 
specifically the purpose and duration of the 
session, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 327 

By Delegate Clower: 

To Committee on the Executive, 

C,C,P, 327, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Designating the President Pro Tempore of 
the Senate as the public official to succeed 
to the Governorship upon the death, 
resignation, disability, removal or absence 
from the State of both the Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Subsections S(c), S(dl, and S(el, 
of Article IV be amended to read as follows: 

Cc) If after a vacancy occurs 1n the 
office of the Governor and the Lieutenant 
Governor becomes Governor and thereafter 
dies, the President Pro Tempore of the 
Senate, if qualified, shall become Governor 
under the same conditions and for the same 
term as provided for the Lieutenant Governor, 

Cd) If the Governor 1s absent from the 
State, the Lieutenant Governor shall act as 
Governor until the Governor returns, If both 
the Governor and Lieutenant Governor are 
absent from the State, the President Pro 
Tempore of the Senate shall act as Governor 
during such absences, 

(el While serving or acting as 
Governor, the Lieutenant Governor or 
President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall 
receive only the compensation payable to a 
Governor, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 328 

By Delegate Clower: 

To Committee on the Executive, 

C,C,P, 328, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the determination of 
disability of elective officers of the 
Executive Department, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the first sentence of Article IV, 
Section o be amended to read as follows: 

The disability of any elected officer ot 
the Executive Department to perform the 
duties of the office during the term for 
which elected shall be determined in ~ 
proceeding 1n the Supreme Court of the State, 
under such rules of procedure as may be 
prescribed by that court, and subject to the 
advice and consent of the Senate, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 329 

By Delegate Clower: 

To Committee on General Provisions, 

C,C,P, 329, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Providing for recall of public off icers, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following section be included 
1n Article x: 

section 22, Recall of Public Officers 
Cal In addition to any other method of 

removal provided by law, every elective and 
appointed official ot the State, or of any 
district, county, city or any other political 
subdivision of this state 1s subject to 
removal from office by the qualified voters 
of the geographical area which make up the 
political subdivision involved, 

Cb) A petition, with the signatures of 
10 percent of the qualified voters who voted 
for all candidates for the office held by 
such officer at the last preceding general 
election, shall be filed with the officer 
with whom the nomination petition for such 
office 1s filed, If this is a statewide 
office or an office from a district which 
contains more than 2 counties, no more than 
40% of the signatures can come from one 
county, Upon presentation of said petition, 
the recall election shall be called by the 
highest elected official 1n the State or 
political subdivision affected by the recall 
who 1s not named 1n the petition, If the 
majority of the votes cast at the recall 
election are for the removal of the officer, 
the office shall become vacant immediately 
and shall be filled by special election or 
appointment, whichever applies to the office, 
The general election laws shall apply as far 
as applicable, 

Cc) The recall provisions of this 
Constitution are self-executing and shall be 
treated as mandatory, Laws may be enacted to 
facilitate their operation, but no law shall 
be enacted to hamper, restrict, or impair the 
exercise of the power herein reserved to the 
people, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 330 

By Delegate Clower: 

To Committee on the Executive, 

C,C,P, 330, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to the service of all officials 
appointed to state agencies by the Governor 
at the pleasure of the Governor, 
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BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Article IV, Section 25 read as 
follows: 

Cc) The members 
agencies, appointed by 
serve at the pleasure of 
removal shall be subject 
consent of the Senate. 

of these state 
the Governor, shall 

the Governor. Their 
to the advice and 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 331 

By Delegate Clower: 

To Committee on the Legislature. 

c.c.P, 331, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Reserving the power of initiative and 
referendum to the people. 

BE IT PHOPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following sections be included 
in Article III: 

Section---• Initiative and Referendum. 
Ca) The people reserve to themselves 

the power to propose laws and constitutional 
amendments of a statewide nature and 
ordinances for any political subdivision of 
the State and to enact the same at the polls 
independently of the legislature or 
appropriate legislative body of the political 
subdivision, This power is known as the 
initiative. 

Cb) An initiative petition shall 
contain the full text of the measure proposed 
and, to be valid, shall be s igned by 
qualified voters equal in number to at least 
10 percent ot the total vote cast for 
Governor in the last preceding gubernatorial 
election, if the measure is of a statewide 
nature. If the measure is of a local nature, 
the initiative petition shall contain the 
full text of the measure proposed and, to be 
valid, shall be signed by qualified voters 
equal in number to at least 10 percent of the 
total vote cast for the highest elective 
officer of the political subdivision 
involved. If it is a measure of statewide 
nature or one pertaining to a district of 
more than 2 counties, no more than 40% of the 
signatures can come from one county. If of a 
statewide nature, the Attorney General shall 
within 20 days after receipt determine 
whether the measure is of constitutional 
stature or is statutory in form. 

Cc) Initiative petitions containing the 
required number of signatures shall be filed 
with the Secretary of State, if statewide in 
nature, or the appropriate official of the 
political subdivision, and that official 
applicable sha l l put the question on the 
ballot at the first election of the state or 
the political subdivision held not less than 
90 days af t er the petition is filed. An 
initiative measure is adopted if it is 
approved by a majority of those voting on the 
question. The adopted measure goes into 
effect 90 days after the final canvass and 
declaration of the results of the election. 
The veto power of the Governor shall not 

extend to initiative measures. 
Cd) The people reserve to themselves 

the power to approve or reject at the polls 
any act passed by the legislature or of the 
legislative body of each political 
subdivision. This power is known as the 
referendum. 

Ce) A referendum petition shall be 
signed by qualified voters equal in number to 
at least 10 percent of the total vote cast 
for Governor in the last preceding 
gubernatorial election, if the petition deals 
with state legislation. If the legislation 
involved is of a local nature, it must be 
signed by qualified voters equal in number to 
at least 10 percent of the total vote cast 
for the highest elective officer of the 
political subdivision involved. If it is 
legislation of statewide nature or from a 
district containing more than two counties, 
no more than 40% of the signatures can come 
from one county. The petition shall be filed 
with the secretary of State within YO days 
after the subject legislation becomes law. 
The Secretary of state shall order an 
election to be held on the referendum measure 
not less than 90 days nor more than 120 days 
after the petition is filed. 

Cf) When a valid referendum petition is 
filed upon an act or a part of an act, it 
shall suspend the operation thereof until 
such act or part is approved by a majority of 
those voting on the question. If not 
approved the act or part shall be deemed 
repealed, The filing of a referendum 
petition against one or more items, sections, 
or parts of an act shall not delay the 
remainder of the act from becoming operative. 

(g) The initiative and referendum 
provisions of this Constitution are 
self-executing and shall be treated as 
mandatory. Laws may be enacted to facilitate 
their operation, but no law shall be enacted 
to hamper, restrict or impair the exercise of 
the power herein reserved to the people. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 332 

By Delegate Clower: 

To Committees on the Legislature and the 
Executive. 

c.c.P. 332, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTlON OF TEXAS 

Extending to the 
authority to provide 
legislative granting 
commutations, pardons, 
fines and forfeitures. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

Legislature the 
by law for the 
of reprieves, 

and the remission of 

CONSTITUTIONAL 

That in Article III there be inserted a 
new Section 13 to reao as follows, and that 
all subsequent sections be renumbered 
accordingly: 

Section 13. The Legislature shall have 
the power as provided by law to grant 
reprieves relating to the execution of death 
sentences, and to grant commutations, 
pardons, and the remission of fines and 
forfeitures, 

ADJOURNMENT 

33 3 



, 

Thursday, January 31, 1974 

On motion of Delegates Semos, Brooks, 
Bock and Traeger, the Convention at 2:05 
o'clock p,m, adjourned in memory of Former 
Lieutenant Governor, Former State senator and 
United States District Judge T, Whitfield 
Davidson of Dallas; Larry W, Fultz of uarris 
County; and Joe Dramberger, brother ot 
Delegate Tony Dramberger: until 2:00 o'clock 
p,m,, Thursday, February 7, 1974, 
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