D LAKES,

V.

0f the Salt Lakes of 4)

IN the country of the Ufian Tartars, fo called
becaufe they inhabit the banks of the river Uf
there are, M, Pallas remarks, lakes, the waters
of which were formerly frefh, and are now falt,

¢ fame rematk corlcerning a lake

¢ of the lukes moft famous for the quan-

r the

The

 gener: ), i biter, and employediby

the phyficians as @ good purgative. Two ounces

of this falt make a very ftrong dofe. Nean

Kurteneg(ch, the fhoals are covered with a bit=

ter falt, which rifes, like a field of fnow, to the

height of two inches.  The lake Korjackof fur-

nithes annually three hundred thoufand  cubie

feet of falt*. Lake Jennu likewife furnifhesa
great quantit

In the voyages performed under the aufpices

of the Academy of Peterfburg, mention is made

of the falt lake of Jamufcha in Siberia. This

lake, which is nearly round, is only about nine

leagues in circumference. Its margins are co-

+ The cubic foot weighs thirty-five pounds cach of fixtcen

ounces.
vered
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vered with fl, and the bottom is clothed with
eryftals of falt. The water is extremely falt
and, when the fun fhines, it appears reddifh like
the fky in a finc morning. The falt i as white
as fnow, and forms itfclf into cubic cryftals.
The quantity of it is fo immenfe, that a num-
ber of veffels may, in a fhort time, be loaded
with it; and, after it has been removed, it is
again replaced in five or fix days. It is fu
cient to remark, that it fupplics the provinces
of Tobolfli and Jenifeik, and that this lake
could fupply fifty provinces of fimilar extent.
The commerce of this, as well as of all other
falt, s referved in the hands of the crown, This
falt is exceedingly good, It furpaffes all others
in whitenefs, and none is more proper for cur-
ing meat. In the fouth of Afia, there are
likewife falt lakes, one ne: Luphrates, and
another in the neighbourhood of Barra.  There
are others, it is faid, near Haleb, and at Larne-
cain the Iand of Cy This laft borders
upon the The fale valley of Barra, being
phrates, might
s were made to run into
this river, and if the ecarth was good : But at
prefent this carth yields a good falt for the
i and cven in fuch quanity that the
engal veffels, when returning in ballaft, take
in loadings of this falt™,

be worked, if its

* Deferipe. de 1 Arsbie, par M. Nicbuh, p. 2.
o4
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