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quarter, Thefe returned clouds, from April or
May till toward autumn, produce in the diftrict
of Port-au-Prince the regular rains whichr cone
fantly proceed from the eaft. There is nota
fingle inhabitant who docs not predict the
evening rain between fix and nine o’clock,
when according to their mode of expreffion,
the broken cloud bas been fint back.  The weft
wind continues not during the whole night,
It falls regularly toward the evening, and,
when it ceaes, the clouds puthed from the eaft
are enabled tofall in the form of rain, as foon
as their weight exceeds that of an equal column
of air. The wind which prevails in the night
is a land wind, which proceeds neither from
the caft nor the weft, but follows: the projec-
tions of the coaft. At Port-au-Prince, the
< fouth wind, becaufe it traverfes the courfe of
the river, is intolerably cold during the months
of January and February *.
+ Now cmmaricd M. e B, by M. Fsrye, e
f the counelorsof St. Domingo, dat
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IV,

Of Lavanges, or great Maflis of Snow anid Jee
rolling dowon from bigh Mauntains.

IN high mountains, there are winds produced
by accidental caufes, and particularly by fa=
wanges®. In the environs of the Alpine glacieres,
feveral fpecies of lavanges are’ diftinguithable;
fome of them are called windy lavanges, becaufe
they produce a great wind,  They are formed
when a new fall of fnow has been put in motion,
cither from ‘melting below. by the interior heat
of the earthy or by the agitation of the air. The
inow then forms itfelf into balls, and in rolling
accumulates, falls in vaft maffes into the valleys,
and produces a great: agitation in ' the air;
becaufe the filow runs with rapidity, and in
immenfe volumes, and the winds occafioned by
the' motion of thefe mafes are fo impetuous, that
they overturn every thing, even the largeft pines,
that oppofe their paffage. ~ Thefe vanges cover
the whole territory over which they extend with
a very fine fnow; and this powdered faow
rifes in the air at the caprice of the wind, i e.
without any fixed diredtion, which is extremely

+ T know no fingle Fnglih word exprefive of this idea, and

dangerous
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dangerous to people in the fields; becaufe they
Know not to what fide to run in order to prote@
themfelves; for, in a few feconds, they find
themfelves furrounded, and often completely
buried with the fnow.

Another fpecies of /avanges, ftill more danger-
ous than the firft, is called by the country peo=
ple (chlaglawen, i, e dafbing -or friking la=
wanges.  They proceed not with fuch-rapidity as
the firft kind; but they overturn every thing
in their way, and carry along with them. great
quantities of earth, flones, fints, and even en-
tire trees ; fothat their pafage from the moun=
tain to the valley is a vaft track of deftru@ion
and ruin. As they proceed with lefs rapidity
than the Javanges compofed of pure fow, they
are more eafily avoided. Their approach is
announced at a diftance; for they fhake the
mountains and the valleys by their motion'and
weight, and produce a noife equal to that ef
thunder.

Thefe tremendous effets may proceed from
very flight caufes: A fmall quantity of faow
falling from a tree or a rock, the found of bells,
or the fhock of a cannon or mufket, provided
they detach fome portions of faow from. the
fammit, which form into balls, and increafe in
magnitude as they defcend, will accumulate into
a malfs as large as a finall mountain before they
arrive at the valley.

The
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“The inhabitants of countries fubject to lavan-
ges haye invented feveral precautions to prevent
their deftrutive cffe@s. They place their build~
ings oppolite to fmall eminences, which may
break the force of the lavanges. They likewife
smake plantations of wood before their habita~
tions. At Mount St. Godard, there is a foreft
in a triangular form, the acute angle of which
is dire@ed towards the mountain, and feems. to
have been planted with a view to turn off the
lavanges from the village of Urferen and the
buildings fituated at the foot of the mountain;
and every: perfon is forbid, under the fevereft
penalties, to injure the foreft, which may be xe-
garded as the fafeguard of the village. With
the fame intention there are; in many places,
walls ere@ed with their acute angles turnied to=
sward the mountain. A wall of this kind may
be feen at Davis, in the country of the Grifons,
as alfo near the baths of Leuk or Louache in Va=
lais. In the fame country of the Grifons, and
other places, there are, in the paffages through
the mountains, vaults at convenient diftances,
cut out of the rock on the fide of the high-way,
which ferve paffengers as places of refuge
againft the lovanges*,
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