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TH_E MARTIN*

OST naturalits have deferibed the mar-
Gn and the pine-weafel, or yellow
breated martin, as animals of the fame fpecics.
Gefier 1 and Ra nitation of Albertus,
affirm, that they x promifeuoufly. This
8, however, which is fupported by o othee
eridence, <D atleaft, to be d
lieve, on the contrary, that th
30 intercourfe, but form two diftint and inde=

gorum, fou domeliicass
caftaneo col

Qe
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THE MARTIN

To illuftrate this point, T fhglf
If the pine-weafel were
only a wild martin, or the martin a domeftic
pine-weafel, the firlt would conflantly preferye
the fame charadlers, and the latter would be
fubjec® to variations 3 as the wild cat uniformly
remains the fame, while the domeftic cat afTumes
all forts of colours. The martin, on the cone
trary, never varies, but preferves its peciliar
charackers as conflantly as the pine-weafel retaing
thofe which are proper to alone isa fuft
pm»y, s
a not a fimple
5 there is no rea-
fon for regarding the martin as a domeftic ani
mal: He is no more domeftic than the fox or the

variety of the oth

hich, likehim, approachthe habitations
in queft of their prey; and he I

no
nunication with mankind than the

other animals we call wild or favage. The mar-
the pinc-weafel both
in difpofition and temperament; for the latter
the open fields, lives in the moft fecret receflis
of the forcft, a never numerous in cold
climates : But the martin approaches our ha-
in old buildings,
s, and in holes of the walls, The

tin, thercfore, difiers fron

e fpread in great numbers
ate countries, and is even

found in warm regions, as in Madagafcar ¥, and
the

THE MARTIN. 241

die Maldiva iflands %, and s never feen in high
Jatitudes.

The martin has a finie countenance, a lively
eye, fupple limbs, and a flexible body. His
movements are all exceedingly nimble ; herather
bounds and leaps, than walks,  He climbs rough
yalls with eafe and alacrity; enters the pigeon.
orhen-houfes, cats the eggs, pigeons, fowls, &c.
and the female often kills great numbers, and
tranfports. them to her young:  He likewife
fizes inice, Tats, moles, and birdsin their nefls.
T kept one of thefe animals a confiderable time.
Hetamed t0 a certain degrec ; but never form=
dany atachiment, and continued always (o wild
that it was neceffary to chain him. He made
war againft the rats, and attacked the poultry,
whenever they came in his way. He often got
Joofe, though chained by the middle of the body.
Atfit; he went to no great diftance, and return=
edin a few hours, but without difcovering any
fymptoms of joy, or of affe@tion to any parti~
cular perfon.  He, however, called for victuals
Ikea cat or a dog.  Afterwards he made longer
excurfions, and, at lat, he thought proper ne-
verto return.  He was then about a year and a
Ialf old, feemingly the age at which nature af
fumes her full afcendency.  He cat cvery thing
prefented to him, except falad and herbs.  He
was fond of honey, and preferred hemp-feed
1 every other grain. We remarked, that he
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drank very often; that he fometimes flept two
days fucceffively ; that, at other times, he would
{leep none for two or three days s that, before
flecping, he folded himfelf ina round form, and
covered his head with his tail ; and that, while
awake, his motions were fo violent, {0 perpetual,
and fo incommodious, that, though he had nor
difturbed the fowls, we found it neceffary to
chain him, to prevent him from breaking every
thing. Wehavehad in ourpoffeflion feveral other
‘martins of a more advanced age, which had been
taken in nets; but they continued to be totally
favage, bitall who attempted to touch them, and
would eat nothing but raw flefh.

Martins, it is faid, go with young as long a6
cats.  We meet with young ones from fpring
to autumn; and, therefore, it is probable that they
bring forth more than once a-year. The younger
females litter only three or four at a time; but
the more aged produce fix or feven. When
about to bring forth, they take up their abodein
magazines of hay, in holes of walls, which

fF with firaw and herbs, in clefts of rocks
or in the hollow trunks of trees ; and, when di
turbed, they remove their young, who feem to
arrive very foon at maturity 5 for the one Lkept

h in one year:
thofe animais live

y have a kind of

had nearly atta

Hence we may conclude, that
eight or ten ly. Th
anutky fmell, which is not very
The pine-weafel and the m:
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snbrnals, have two veficles, one on cach fide of
e extremity of the re@um, which contain an
odoriferous matter, fimilar to that procured from
the civet cat.  Their flefh retains a litdle of this
odour ; and yet that of the pine-weafel is not
bad.  The flefh of the martin is more difagree-
abley and his fkin is likewife much lefs valuable.

S PP L EFM® BANEA

1 Have added the figure of an American ani-
mal, which was fent from Guiana to M. Aubry,
aurate of St. Louis. Though this animal wants

{o fimilar in all the other parts of

¢ common martin, that it may be
regarded as a variety of the fame fpecies. It differs
from the martin only in having the colour of the
hair fprinkled with black and white, a fhorter
tail, and fpots on the hiead.  The martin of Gui=
ana s three or four inches longer than the Eu=
ropean; but the tail s proportionally fhorter.
The muzzle feems alfo to be longer ; it s black,
and the blacknefs extends above the eyes, paffes
under the ears along the neck, and lofes itfelf in
thebrown hair of the fhoulders. Thereisa large
white fpace above the eyes, which fpreads upon
the front, furrounds the cars, forms a narrow

band along the neck, and difappears on the fhoul-
ders. ‘The ears are perfectly fimilar to thofe of
Q2 the
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the martin, The top of the hiead is gray, mixed
with white ; the neckiis brown interfperfed with
afh-coloured hairs; and the body s covered
with a mixture of white and blackifh hairs,
Thefe hairs are gray and afh-coloured at their

then brown, and black and white at the
extre The under part of the jaw is of a
blackifh brown colour, which extends under the
neck, and vanifhes towards the belly, which s of
abright brown or chefut.  Thelegs and fectare
covered with fhining reddifh black hair ; and the
toes have a greater refemblance to the toes of
the fquirrel and rat than to thofe of the martin,
The great toes of the fore-feet are four lines
Tongs but thofe of the hind-feet only two.  The
il is more bufhy at the origin than the extre-
mity, and the hair of itis chefhut or a bright
brown mixed with black.

We have given the figure of another Cayenne
animal, which feems to have a great analogy to
the former. Tt was drawn from the life at the
fair of St. Germain, in 1768, and meafured 15
inches from the tip of the nofe to the origin of
the tail, which was eight inches, and more bufhy
at the oot than at the extremity. This animal
s thort legged like our martins: The form of
the head approaches nearly to that of the martin;
but in thie cars there is no refemblance. The body
s covered with woolly hair : There are five toes
on cach foot, armed with fimall claws like thofe
of the martin.
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