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am inclined to believe, that this animal, fo much
celebrated for its ferocity, is really a much larger
fpecies than our bear.

1L

The COW of TARTARY*®.

M. GMELIN, in the New Memoirs of the
Academy of Peterfburgh, has given a defeription
of a Tartarian cow, which, at firft fight; appears
to differ from all thofe w

der the article
¢ which I faw al

ed un-
¢ This cow, fa

¢, and had a drawing mad

¢it in Siberia, came from Calmu

¢ about two and a an el i
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¢ By this flandard we may judge of its offier

« dimenfions, the proportions of which have
¢ been accurately obferved by the painter.
¢ body refembles that of a common cow.

¢ horns are bended inward. The hair on the

¢ body and head is black, except on the front

¢ and ridge of the back, where it is white, It

¢ has a mane on the neck; and the whole body,

< Jike that of a buck, is covered with very long

¢ hair, which defcends as far as the knees, and

cs the legs appear fhort. It has a bunch

¢ on the back. The tail refembles that of a

¢ horfe, and is white and very buthy. The fore

the hind - ones white, and the

thofe of the ox. Upon the

of the hind feet, there are two tufts of

‘hair, the one before and the other behind;

on the fore feet, there is but one tuft

excrements are more folid than

and, when the animal dif-

draws its body backward.

gruats like 2 hog.

xcept the

¢ man from whom it reccives its food, it gives

¢ blows with is head to every perfon who comes
ce of
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¢ That thete are two fpecies of it among the
« Calmucks, the firlt called farfuk, which T have

¢ already deferibed, and the fecond chainut,
¢ which differs from the other by the I'\rgcm‘iﬂ
¢ of its head and horns, and alfo by the tai

¢ which at its origin refembles that of the horfe,
+ and terminates like that of a cow.' But they
¢ both have the fame natural difpofitions.”

In the whole of this defeription, there is only
afingle charatter which indicates the Calmuck
cows to be a particular fpecies, and that is their
grunting inflead of lowing. In every other ar-
ticle, they have fo firong a refemblance to the
bifon, that they muft belong to the fame fpecies,
o rather the fame race, Befides, though the
author fays, that thefe cows do not low, but
grunt, he acknowledges m_‘ they very rarcly
utter that kind of found ps it was an af
fe@tion peculiar to the individual he faw; for
Rubruquis, and the other writers whom hequotes,
donot mention this grunting. Perhaps the bifons,
when enraged, likewife make a grunting noife.
Even our bulls, parti
have a hollow, interrupted voice, which has a
greater refemblance to grunting than to lowing.
1 am perfuaded, therefore, that this grunting
cow of Cmelin is nothing elfe but the bifon, and

does not conftitute a particular fpecies.

arly in the rutting feafon,
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The TOLAI, or BAIKAL HARE%,

THIS animal is very common in the neigh-
bourhood of Lake Baikal in Tartary. Itis
fomewhat larger than the rabbit, which it re-
fembles in the figure of the body, the fur, the
the colour, the tafte of the fleth, and the

gt

habit of digging a retreat in the

length of the
vt et ing confiderably longer.
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Hence it is extremely probable that this animal
is only a variety in the fpecies of the rabbit.
Rubruquis, when treating of the animals in Tar-
wry; ¢ There are rabbits with a long tail,
¢and i e B A the point. .. ..
¢ There are no fiags, few hares, a vaft number

This paffage feems to infi-
nuate, that our fhort-tailed rabbit is not found
in Tartary ¥, or rather, that it has undergone
fome variations in that climate, and particularly
in the length of the tail; for, as the tolai refem-
bles the rabbit in cvery other refpedt, it is un-
neceffary to confider them as belonging to dif-
ferent fpecies,

Iv.

The ZISEL t, or EARLESS MARMOT.

SOME. authors, and among others Linneus,
have

¢ Relaion des Voyages en Tartare, par Rabragis, p. a5
x without external cars, havin wal or
g

a long fleader body, and a very fhort

ay, or cinercous brown s Pemnan’s Sy
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