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NOTICES. of fune dnimals which are o
exprefily treatedof inthe Gourfe- of 1hiy
Work.

WV E have now finifhed, according to the ex-

tent of our ability, the hiftory of quadru.
peds. But, to render it ftll more complete, thofe
of which we could not proctire an exa@ know-
ledge muft not be paffed over in filence. Their
number s’ fmall; and even of this fmall num.
ber, feveral of them are only varieties of the
fpecies already deferibed,

N O RAECEE!
The WHITE, or POLAR BEAR*,

THE whitc bear is a famous animal in our
moft northern regions. It is mentioned by
Martin, and fome other voyagers. But none

of

* Polar bear, with Jong head and neck; fort round ears
end of the nofe blzck; valt teeth; hair long, foft, white, and
tiaged in fome parts with yellow; Limbs of great fize and

frengih.
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THE WHITE, &c. a1y

of ther deferiptions are fo complete as to enable
1 o afcertain whether it differs in fpecies from
¢he common bear. If what they have faid, how-
ever, be exa, it is probably a diftingt fpecies.
But, as we know that the wolf varies in differ-
ent climates, fome of them being black, others
brown, others white, and others variegated, co=
Jour is a chara@er of no value in conftituting"
different fpecies. 1 faw two fmall bears which
had been brought from Ruffia, and were entire~
Iy white*; and yet they were unqueflionably
of the fame fpecies with our Alpine bears. Thefe
animals likewife vary greatly in fize. As they
five long, and become very thick and fat in
places where they have plenty of nourifhment,
and are not difturbed, the character drawn from
magnitude is equivoeal.  Hlence we are not au-
thorifed to conclude, that the bear of the north-
e feas is a peculiar fpecies, folely becaufe he

frength. Tt grows toa valt fize, the fins of fome being thir-
e feet long 5 Pernants Syvepf. of Quad: p. 19
White bear Marin's Spiteherge Greea
59, Elis's Vep. p. 41 Craate, Granl, wol. i . 73. Bareie's
Hon Cargly's
Urfus albus Marcenti s Kien. Quad: . 82
L'Ours blanc; Brion. Quad. p. 128,
2 hite land-bears not only in Ruffia, but in Poland,
The mountains of Great Tartary furni
valt numbers of white bears; Relat. de Grande Tartarie, f. 8.
hefe mountain bears do not frequent the fea, and yec they.

This colour, therefore, feems rather to proceed from
the difference of climate than ffom that of the element inhabited
7 thefe animals,

is




218 THE WHITE, OR
is whitc and larger than the common kind¥,
The difference of habits feems not to be mors
decifive than that of colour and magnitude, The
bear of the northern feas feeds upon fithes, He
never quits the margins of the fea, and often i
habits the floating iflands of ice. But, if we
confider that the bear is an animal which ey
every thing, that, when prefled with hunger, he
has no choice, and that he is not afaid of water,
thefe habits will not appear fufficient to form
diftin& fpecics. The fith caten by the fea-bears
is rather a kind of flefh, being chiefly the car.
caffes of whales, walrufes, and feals. The
mate produces no other animals. Neither does
it afford grain or fruits; and, confequently, the
bear is under the neceffity of fubfifting on the
produdtions of the fea. Is it not probable that
our bears, if tranfported to the mountains of
Spitzbergen, and finding no food upon laad,
would take to the fea in queft of fubfiftence ?
Colour, fize, and mode of living, being infuf-
ficient, no other effential characters remain but
thofe which may be derived from figure. Now,

minor fulvus,

farge 23 thofe

P
of the northern feas.

all
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4l that voyagers have faid of the: feacbear
smounts only o this, that his head, body, and
hair are longer than. thofe of our bear, ‘and that
Jis fiull is much harder. - If thefe differences
were real and confiderable, they would be fuffe
gient 1o conftitute a feparate fpecies.  But I am
aot certain that Martin has examined with ace
curacy, and that the other writers who copied
him have not exaggerated¥. ¢ Thefe white
¢ bears, he remarks, ¢ are quite otherwife fhaped
¢ than thofe thatare feen in. our country; they
 havea long head like unto a dog, and a long
¢ neck, and they bark like dogs that are hoarfe,
¢ and all their whole body is much- otherwife
¢ fhaped than ours.
¢ body, and a great deal fwifter;? Martin's Voy=
e o Spitsbergen, p.100. This defeription
furnifhes the following remarks: 1. That the
author does not make thefe bears larger than
ours, and, confequently, that we ought to fuf-
et the evidence of thofe who tell us that the

They are flender. in the

r mn, and even more
an animal be

Bay
t A white bear, which had been il

R fin was thirceen feet longs 7r¢

b Nord p. 35,
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and water. beavers.  The later, who dwel of.
tener in the water than on land, have coasfer
and lefs bufhy hair: And, Tam inclined to think,
that the other differences are neither real nor
confpicuous as Martin would have us to believe
for Dithmar Blefken, in his defeription of Jop,
Jand, mentions thefe bears, and affures us, thag
he faw one killed in Greenland, which raiig
itfelf on the two hind feet, like our bears bug
he fays not one word which indicates that the
white bear of Greenland is not entrely fimily
to ours®, Befides, when thefe animals fing
prey on land, they never go o fea in quet of
food. They devour rain-deer, and ficch ofher
animals as they can feize. They even attack
men, and never fil to dig up dead bodies:
But hunger, which they often feel in_thefe du.
fert and barren lands, obliges them to frequent
the water, in queft of feals, young walrufes, and

* Habet Iflandia coloris albi ingentes Urfos G

705 timebat neque noflro clamore abigi poterat, yorum o

2d nos tanquam ad ceram pradum contendebat,

Propius nos accefife, in bonbarda trajectus, b

tus, poficrioribus pedibus tanguam homo ket oner s

s Biic,
+ The white bearslve upon dead whles  and, i t

m dead whales; and, in the negh-

Bourhol of thfe i, they sre mol Feuenly st
ey likewife devour men, when they can l.

they et the plice where  dead body i fner

move the earth and fonc, ope

Rucut s Vopage e Xo

, th
0 the cofin, and cat the carcafs;

i. p. 11

whales,
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whales. - They take up their refidence on iflands
of ice, on which they are often feen Hoating,
and never abandon their ftation as long as they
can find abundance of food.  When thefe boards
of ice are detached in the fpring, the bears al-
Jow themfelves to be carried along; and, as they
cannot regain the land, or abandon the ice on
which they are_embarked, they often_perifh in
the open fea. Thofe who arrive with the ice
on the coafts of Ieeland br Norway*, are
flarved to fuch a degree, that they devour every
thing they meet, which may have given sife to
the prejudice, that thefe fea-bears are more
fierce and voracious than the common. kind:
Some authors tell us, that the fea-bears are am-
phibious like the feals, and that they can live
as long as they pleafe under water. But the
contrary is evident from the manner of hunts
ing them: ~ They are incapable (of fivimming
long, and never accomplifh above a league at a
time. They are followed by a fimall boat, and
are foon worn out with fatigue. If they could
ith refpiration, they would dive to the
r to reft themfelves.  But, when
they dive, it is only for a few feconds; and, for
* When the ilnds of ice @parste from the nordh of
soe degast from them. | When they i in Norhay, or at
vy ihnd, they are mad. widh Bungers and frange
ae told of the ravages made by
e
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fear.6f drowning, they allow themfelves to be
Killed on the furface of the water ®.

Seals are the common prey of the white
bears . But the walrus, from whom they fomes
times cairy off the young, picrces them with its
tufks, and puts them to flight.  The whale likes
wife overwhelms them by its weight, and bt
sifhes them from the places they frequent, They
fometimes, however, devour the young whales
All bears are nacufally very fat; and the white
bears, live upon animals loaded with
greafe, are fatter than the common kind. Their
fat is very like that of the whale. ~ The flefh of
thefe bears s not bad, and their fkin makes 4
very warm and durable fur 1.

We purfied
] afier b wad

¢ i Nord, par Ge.

board of ice 1o

s they dived at

They like:

N

cars go in quelt of wolves and fea-dogs,
5 other fh. ... They dread the while,
ral

ufe o thofe

POLAR BEAR.
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1 Here give a figure of the white fea-bear, from
a drawing fent me by the late Mr. Colinfon. 1f
this drawing be exa, it ig certain that the fea-
bear is a different fpecies from the land-bear.
The head is fo long, when compared with that
of the common bear, that this character alone is
fufficient to conflitute a_difin@ fpecies: And
thofe voyagers adhere to truth when they tell
us, that the figure of the fea-bear s totally dif-
ferent from ours, and that its head and neck
are much longer. From the drawing it like-
wife appears, that the feet, inftead of refembling
the human hand, like thofé of the land-bear, are
formed nearly like the fect of a large dog, and
G- cariivorase soA T LT
from feveral relations, it appears, that fome of
thefe bears are much larger than the land-bear.

e dreffel, cven 2 Spibergen,

() S e
Sl Our failors fill ic
d whitifh,—T!

Gerard
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Gerard de Veira afferts, that, after killing one
of thefe bears, he meafured the fkin, and found
it to be twenty-three feet long 3 which is more
than triple the length of the common bear®,
We likewife find, from the Collection of Voyages
to the North, that thele fea-bears are larger and
more ferocious than ours. But, in the fame
Collection, it is faid, that, though thefe bearsare
differently formed, and have the head and neck
much longer, and’ the body more flender and
agile, they arc neatly of the fame fize with the
common kind .

All voyagers likewife agree, that the fea-bears
hase the bones of the head fo hard, that no blow
of a club, though [ufficient to bring an ox to the
ground, can flun them; and that their voice
sather refembles the barking of an enraged dog
than the deep murmuring cry of the common
bear. Robert Lade affures us, that in the eas
virons of the river Rupper, he killed two fea-
bears of a prodigious fizes that thefe famifhed
and ferocious animals attacked the hunters wit
fuch impetuofity, that they killed feveral Si-
vages, and wounded two Englithmen. In page
34, of the third Dutch Voyage to the Nor,
e are told, that the failors killed, on the coalt
of Nova Zembla, a fea-bear whofc fkin was thit=
teen feet long. Upon the whole, therefore, I

* Teis Navigations admirables faites par les Hollaodois 38
Sepeentrion, p. 110,
Recueildgs Voyages & Nord, tom. i. p.

Pinte COXOV:
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THE COW OF TARTARY. 225
am inclined to believe, that this animal, fo much
celebrated for its ferocity, is really a much larger
fpecies than our bear.

1L

The COW of TARTARY*®.

M. GMELIN, in the New Memoirs of the
Academy of Peterfburgh, has given a defeription
of a Tartarian cow, which, at firft fight; appears
to differ from all thofe w

der the article
¢ which I faw al

ed un-
¢ This cow, fa

¢, and had a drawing mad

¢it in Siberia, came from Calmu

¢ about two and a an el i
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