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Sl1e 's No Political Cru.sade1·, 
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BIDDEFl)J\D - Si'h r ·\nn 
;\lari<' lFm::·· is not a politic·LJI 
cr ll~:Jrl.cr. '\c1tb·r i~ ~he an ar· 
dt nl wcn•er:"s l:l>r·: alioni't. 
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·-rm con;i··cc•l tl.~•l r.o or.t' 
bt- ~u;K·no,· ri~l.h "" cr utll
l'l:o,"' 'a:- s<.HI tod:~y. "TI:ou.~h 
our cultmal dc•·c·lomc•nt has led 
Itt t!Jc tacit ::Jr"(<"J'l:l!'rc of a ~\'C· 
rnd-ratc rot • fc•r W<.ll'l'l~, this IS 

no Jc.~>on for pi·' i ily rdusmh 
to fan· the rrospects of ch<Jngc 
~nd 1n••i-i.ir.~ !Lr <; J1~t." 

Size Is No c,·usacje1·, 
Says Nun Back:ng ER1l 

lmm<Jculate Heart of 1\olary Sisters Joann Roy and Ann ivlarie Lemire 

·t' /1~ a." '1 J: '1~ r , /Vc)W i£1Z .1- 1!.... r.: ,l.f. 
I . . . . • 

Sl,ll'r Ann :"ll:Pil'. ·.!:i. is a 
roun,l•lor :11 l!.l' !lu·cc-··ll'Ck·t•!rl 
hrarch of S! ,\ndn.~·, llurr.c for 
pl'!!nant u;u;1arricd ~iris at 168 
Pro:<j>l'C t St. 

In u ou!ck a::idc from the rca
sons !'l·c hacks the t::q::.1l Ril:hts 
A.nc:odmcnt. SiAcr Ann 5aicl: 
··o:a· hope 1s to est::Jb~i-11 l'imall 
h•ml'S for girls aroun•i the 
~ 1 <-tc. ;'\inc g•rls Ji\·c \\lth us 
1-rrc. A home in Bangor i~ no·.~ 

brmg planncct. '' -
.\ nilti\·e oi Xc '" li<Jmp~hire 

anti a :\!;.,inc rc-.idcnt for a clt·c
:~de. Si~ter Ann \\Cnl to St. 
Fr:Hwis C.·ilq::c. l!cr family 
li\ es at Olrl Orchard Beach. 

I 

I:xplaining her ~land :rstr1·- ~lied to speak ottt for the rr:ual rio alJOn In the family if the 
day before the Lrgislath·e Slate' rights 1dr.l~ .. C!'rtainly. v·om .1' amendment is p~sscd. The 

~on~rnmcnt Committee hcnrin~! in the Catholic Church kno,,! gr·cat dctrnor::~lion to my mind. 
m Au~.usta on _the Equal ll1gh!s 11?w \c:r much tl~cy ha\"e bee ' 111 the fam•l· has ·occUlT d be-' 

A~~nament, Sr~ler Ann l\lane dJ~~1"11~lmalcd a· a1n~t. . cause fath.•r; in a familv ha\·c 
sa d: It IS humorot•s to hc::r OPI>f'" had too often to \1 ork h~o johs I 

"I . .· . d 1 t nen~s to the a•ncnrlmen!, pro- anct nc\"Cl" made their contribu-! 
was w~ry sm pusc as mohng the same t~·rc 01 fears · · 

\'e tl t the le · l l e ' J tlon lo family un•!y " 
.. ar ta grs a urc r.~ j tl:at the anU-s ffragctlrs use i · · 
JeCt~cd. lhts a~;nt~mentb lo tl" 50 a:1d more years ago. Be. rau'\" Sisler· Ann Ilia ric feel.; tl:ai 
na tons cons.t.u ton v one' . -11 be · • 1 ·II · · 
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• '\\omen WI g.\ en equ.l cg., tl·e o1Jpo t!ton lo the amcnd-
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tllet standing in our conshtution, js m nt has mushroomed •·Le-

quc~ wn an mus al m1 1a , · 1 11 · k 1 1 1 · 1 · · · · 
1 

r 
1 
i l f . r , no rc;,son o ~Ill • t 1al colll' C'IV cause the egrs at um 1s runnu;g 1 

~h Irs ·
1 
°0• ~~·as or reJeC .ng;hclwenl mPn and women wil :1h••arl c.r ou1 r:ulltual li:inking. 

e amen. mrn.. 1 be rutl::nrcd. Becau c \\(lmru's cqtnl ri~hts 

"Bul. the more I rcali7.ed thalj' "I-.. xamme the arr,'lmcn s ar<' rc·tu~nizr·d PY ll.c Con-

the arr.endmcnl was a challenge again,t the equal right:; propq>-~ stitution \\ill nr:l mean a mas
to a mentality of suppres~ion of Ja!. Thry adrt t<: w!J.•t ITJi[!bl hajl· sh·e ch;111ge m our ~nci<'ly. It 
one group and giving unwar- 1 pen. not to wh<.l will lla~·p.:- :, will mean I hat what is human

ranted ad\·anla!!cs to another l what present irwqui!i •s wi:l l•c ly ri~ht \\ill he lrgally rcco:,;

group, the more I fell com-1 righted. They l~lk a boat c1d.!- nizcd." 
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rpl xed 
:Aih~.nct" h 

•. U•~ l'>;>e and &llll'at," we 

Wf"bstt'"r d~fmt~ ((', u 1-..m a .... '"l•' P" thmn· o! Ulr
potitit""'Bl, eo<'\)OOmtc aru1 "X"t:tl <'f'llt.tht' ,.r t 1H· N:;.<'!<.." \\t• 

t-.: rrpt uu~ m ltnttMH"~. ~ ~J.nm14 Ulat ··~'·''" mcludt·~ 
14e("('!t""iol.3...t1C'nl" 

rc , .... r.rat}u r m. · 
you ar ~ , unc 1 (f11 ~· , .... 1, •• \ J:Jn · h 1 ... 1~ 1 

The 1971 ~''!i(){' t)r Bt-.'1c-r, an 1 t t.!d1Pfl r.utr .. 
F..pi~pal C"nnlf•rert<-C rr":• h 1\f.• fC""'~r'\·c~hon~ atvut Uus 
s:t.DI Pnr; l~C ('llf~' rPlllttl·rl t'll""'''d" x" ~~ r-: rt ... 
Justit.."'C (i.l-M.' • 'lt \\ : ~ t!1~ latter frar .. U.:" t l''" r'$"' 'ortl 
cl ~-ba ..cod d,<rn'I'' 1ilK,O ( t.qua1 Ri~.hl~ A ~ drn('r,t) 
IT'.S)' sh:llttr I .e frumh 

ThP ,'1, trd r t "' t \ < .-! L'lo ;; S. !>cctlOn n( St. 
Jean's lnt mat10n I \!. "'-' read: 

'"To U'<.'\·re I ;,t and <lc facto cQU ht\' t l\loecn 
~eon and m n t..'l all r,cl-d:-. - !'t-Utlr. Chll'"tn and 
SIIX'itt)'.h 

We SC(' no· <"'"r •. rt l'<'lWC<"n fNl mtsm and 
C!llhol t'17Tl. \\'pare lem•m-.1< lo<-< ,.~we Pr ~ rh he<, 
or, hS lht' :'\.\. \.\'tJmrn·.-. lnu .. ·f .. l-'Jl C .. tJC'U M.._ ··uow 
ea 1 )"tlU be Chnsa3Ji w1tl- our tN:'Ul" f mim "" 

) ~' -r-!'lt.l"l(jr)Y ... ~ Jwu·'i 1"1 flC'\t dri Ol'~u::i n)'" 

rr..3.nd tl-d (~ :1- I'(.~ or MtlL.Bh 1\, ''"'" preh ... t,, n m .n 
$JI"'"".PfY i'.n 0~ ~Lr. lil <•f (' .u:~ I~ ,._.. U.h l"' V("li.l e 
Ii'l"fT':ber."\o' ot4 "'"falll ·t ·I"tlt- '""'"'' ,C'tl(ln '=:\ .l tN's«Jr 

autonomy and : <'l~ m rt cH tt< n \\'t• du h(V.I'"\ r t..:cep 
tnt'l th(" Ho , .... ~ c :t"''d r, t~natlnc r& .... !f 1n~
pei't .1~ more l.~an t 1~.;~ wu.:,rt \L1S.l - o, ~Jr ,.Ns and 
8C't1Vi!ICS. 

The U.S. Sect•:.;, o( St J<>ctn's lnt~tnat')' I ,\1 an<-e 
~'U mt ta..:ndt•d Ufltll l'J '!..,'"')tot our f.& art: .,.rv t. •u nu1e~ 
da.!e tadc to I \ill ond Uu- .trw·cleof" ,..,., Ull::r Lllld 
Cor t'lc rt~,hr to \'ote. The All"'n'-", at til.:t t ne t-::.11·'<1 
The (",alJ'vl:lc v •. ·llniPn's NJ(fr. ~ Soctt.•ly, .., .. ~ .. tiL' oniy 
Catholic group to parllr.p;,te m that '"" •d 

Equality in Chtrch 
Folbwln2 tJ;p <uf'ra~e ,·ictc:-y, ll'><· All•ance 

brr~tncd i!-. or."'J'Iill term:-. (•( refcr~·nC"t.' nnd 1~ h ~ 
cnnt.nued lo wori< un t.J:·Jl n3111l"lal otn•1 ar'lltmauona.l 
~~i' fl,r VV"' lJT'Ip~m<•rfat.un t ( ttu~ pr1~1 ~tpl~ nf <c 3t'1~. 

1ll~ F.ncyL 11~1 Pot"\'m m Tf'rn-. Ul"'fl'n:'d ur. t, lXtend 
ourq:al Ulr'-ln p(fort< to lit• a,,,rrflll"'l(. 

ln Ute- ~'1~1r fu•,d, th, ... ~\t: •• talr-c \lr",'kt•i \o\UJ1 rhe 
Lea~ut- c...f :'\il.tnn ... r~nd n•nttmJ("~ to ('nit~ b.wutt wlfh the 
United ;\:Jt.nn.:.. J' tt enJ·l~ <;. om~Jtl u1 ·t' ... ullu .. w1U1 the 
[".o.·!)()lntt· nnr. ~,l ·..11 ,~,14tnC1l W1• n~\! a-.....,)( tcu at:-.o 
with li:X <;SC<l an II he lr·• emot wmol l .,h<••r 1 )f. 1 ''· 

Among the '"llt!Jf'<'ts (tn ''hiC''l "C h•·~,·e 

CDrrJf'i!.i.!'IICilh'CI r••r '1t"Y."' tr• lhC' l ·r111t"f1 '3tiCin-. tt" lite 
Ntt>:kl •I\' ~'I{ ,,. HrK'<l '*:flm<"n, t'(t Jdlltv uf ,-<!.: .,r.o:tal 
~ld f"C''Tl('~TUC'Oppr• lllnllll"'". ~ion('~ ~flltt" -..1\l'l.clHH.', 

c·-qnal p •• ,y. ~.rut\., I ton of \hC' ~'''mnnwnl. t:1C' '-"l' pL1n 
ruu and :otrl\\(" pl. II\.,),; llnn m tt.(' 3('\1\Jtl .. " .~ ul thC' 
lnternatnf\i\l \\111nrn ' :-. Ye;lr { l~f"i:"J} 

<X\ tht' home tntnl the U.S. Scnaon o( thi'" Alhan{"(' 

B. dtr~ v( 11t~ ~a 1!~~ r~.a::. tx- p.ar\•C\J~r~· 

1"'\te t'"'lNJ l•J ' . fll)\\' u( Iht> ptotl•l"'C' :l.flrl h:urlt·r .Jup n. \~ 
i.l1 ~ f'l,.11n "-l Jt• til' ... ll~lf,·J·~·'' I ln,J) ~\HIIIIl"{ lTl rH' liT,\ uf 

PtHliC'~, ft<\0 cr,·orwn 111 ~.1(' '''t\H"1'of t ~t·t'b, lol \, 

e3r') n~ 1(1 )\I tlu ... qw "!II' 1 •\.1!'> c!t"\.'h <·1 n: ( 11 (.,·meal 

ml "ttn Jn I r.J \\t: ·a- t J tr.1t 1f n Jz,f"'t•t' t '" , to tx" 

Ask~Vhy Not 

Clarift(;d in'>ult 
Pt'rh ...,, t.he- rt"!(;':;l m ..Jitme r{•.tture of «J-;.c; $ad 

er:n~c v. s t•1e '"(• .,rift att.m. • 1'h~ t'!lt1 11 hed ClXi'rn~rn 
or ont• ~I ft )I': ,. .an ' t\ "'I Jl IC\o..r IU r~ ''o; tney 
,,,,vn ~the so..sne :s...~IPU "I u n't hr· "'' t;,, tht.\ re not 
happy . . I 'hLak their da...,."lppo llm,•nt ·,s ha..,("',1 0f1 

mc:undr:-,.::tandm~. t. e fup('' f•h'·~so.''"'<.' d1d not o,.xch:dc 
\VO:nen fnr.n ~ 1111ci~tiJ,g in :.he r\ tl'"'· f'"t; ., cc;n 
wht-1l thl"TI,' '"' nct'd. '!11· ., Juo;:t crumot ena,r l.i'IP fnJ mai 
111~111 tr;-. ('' lh4.: <. ·nurt'fl_ Jhar '' rt!-lt H1l'ct fo nH·n." 

("N itH~ Pu .... t S<-ot );-,. 1~•;21 

\''e Mlf1d<·r "i•Nh~r th~ r I~"""P. all~~=· mu::ht 
.·n1 htrn t X1d t- atht'r lA.'( ll .... pn...,.. u-, t the 
:)upr~m () rt h '""!". '<fdc_ .\Tiiadf"C"I' )I) I 1:'\lltl~l. Sr.lU't 

nmtuuu.· ,., n.Jc U1 tl1e haN ,.r the- tx.1 Th•' p ,, wou!d 

of ("OUtsc." r •port lh1 an~ ··''ft' b• hl C"k .... TI1en lht• (", !:( 

wuukJ 1 :-v a dJ.ra!lf':.t'k•t xpl:lmm thd at (\JC. ld r,rH 
und,.r:-.tund Y.1lY "'th~) ·rr-'' r.ol h~pp) ":\othu1g hn~ 

.f'L\TIOtiAl ORC;:.,.,\flu·i rCI; WOt..-l[N 
LEGIS~A •. /E orr:CE 

1107 tiATIONt\~ PRESS 6UI..OINC 
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ch Hl'"" d: tl~e~· caJ1 :;,tiU ride u·, thP ll.JS b.Jt in )(~ira; 
Wltll ouc "'"'rubl~ trnd:t>-Y.I ll'>l' (ront o( thl' ous is 
rr"SeJYCd r\lr v.•h!lC""..i. •• 

Is 11 t'Y> n•ud• to e.'pt"C( t·lJ.t laym~n ,.,;n d«hne 
O(fi('1.11 "•"<tituto;n" as 1"'-"Wl"!l 1mu :lrol\ tt< unul thl''lt 
,.,a:-.tt•rs rc~cavc f"qlr!.l trcatmc nt ., \\ c- r€-Jml"'e tha: th~ 
Nhtur cf 1"11~" TabJet has !.U!:>IIcly t.k..;rn Ju~ s.t•tnd ( "t"t" 

..-\mcrio. Oct. 21J. ~-1'"ly we hope tro that the 
ln!t•n l~~>'ul Th!'?io;:•rot C"o:r.•mssr'O and tl'>o.> loor. 
awaited CC)(Tt.l~.~"' .Hl 1D '!i:l~d'' t'rli, cr~1c~ ~ win nJt 
indu1~c.· 11l ~'man~Jc t:Ci..Inrs. \1. tth t'1c "'t ul .. m.,,t ... tl ~' ~" 

\\'~ dCI fl('"l! want a.,~ m:r;a<enc"t'~·., ~n~ c,r 
mmr·rnm• ·lnes. ln the On.ol'd1 liWrt' arl' hundreos o( 

rnuu-.:ut' .. all or ""t11ch al'(' Nl1.L Uv ' .. \fu'ltJ, .... m the :-lt!ht 
uf God. ln and of tht"rn~ he:. tiwn, ru•~ no • fntr.l 
:nuustc-n~ .. Mank\.dl's tx·,""t:>tn<" ··mm1'" only v.;hen 
cr-rtatn or1e:o; are ai~X41l~'fi (<•r utnK"d} to ~fM·cific 

C<-"lC(·t:nracs uf baptCl..ed pero.vn~. Y,'ho f"\"f'r heard of a ma!e
lkipli~1 ;lnlf a ff'malr baptz~m 1 \\'ho ''In ~~r'"form whictl 
m:n•~ try mu'>l b.;? dctennmt-d on UlC f);j,o,J, ol rheo pt>rson·~ 
rail !lr.d aUiht~s .. never on lhl' ba~L ... ot ont-"s colOr, 
ra,~ . or !...C"' •• 

\\'hen w:ll tl1e Church heromn C'<111Vt.>r1f'<llo its own 
l.~oo:"l(IC ductranr o( lh·' IJbt-rt\ ctnd • IJ:\,1!\' or nil th~ 
Qnl.jrt·n r,{ G.:,d HL•malt- and m~lf"l,. ~:o.e '4--ho C'a!"'l" 

t>ra~_lt rnay not tx.' a d1·uth·lx"d ('nWr·l'Jon. 

f"ran<',~, ~~ :.ir(dlJic"t:d,h 1'- ~·rf"~df'f•t of St. Joe.c'!l 
ln~""'thn:.o! AHian..., (t!nll~<l ~a.t .... ~rtluo). 
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~;,(! c~::::~~lo \l:""c-d !.:.y ~:~c Cc;·.::-.ittec n~;;ol.·t i::; ri(;:~t C:1 r:>:..nt , 
i::1 lhal: :ancc the ciJilu-Lc<Jring <.::),Jr<lctcri:tic i:.; \;:-::-;L.c 
to one ccx alone, rc~ulnticns c~nccr ;1ing t~~t ch~r~ctcr~stic 
are not based on sex and arc not reached bJ the Z~ual Rights Amendrr.ent. 

Obviously , the Suprc:nc Court views the I:qu:ll Ric;hts ,\::~cr.d~cnt and cqu~l protection issue~ 1n il totully different 
wa:r than it vie\1:> tb<' i!isuc of clLorticn. The Court's holding in Roc v. l·:aclo s t.1 ted: 

'l'his right of priv.<cy, w!i.:.:U.0r it be !cu:tdcd 
in ti~~ rourtccr.t:h 1\..""l<:r.C: .. :r·:H: 1 s cor.cC':.:.t a=. 
pcr::;o :il libL'rt~· <lrld rc:; -l.·i.ctiCI~!> l;~lQ;l ::;t.:~tc 
oct1on, ~~ ~~ fcol it is, or, a3 t~a D~Gtrict 
C ·~.:-t JC>tcrmir.cd, 5n t!-.c :linth ;,::-.~:~C::;.~r.t 1 s 
rt s ·.,.. ;..ti::. .. of ri,Jhts to t •. c :~ccJ?lc, is bro::~d 
cno.·'Jh to CiiC'J:n:).:~r;3 .:1 o,.;c.:n.1n 1 !; J•·cisio:1 ~o.:h<'thcr 
or not to tcr:nJ : . .::~tc h<~r pn:'Jr.-':1c:; . . ':"~c 
Court's decisions rcccsni~i~~ ~ ris~= o! 
priv.tcy L1l:;o LlCt'.:'IOHl·:.:u·Jc' L!;.:.t ~·.c.:.:c :...t .• te rcc:u
lution in .:llCils pl:ot.cc~cu Vf thut: ::.·1c;:\\: is -
approprl.:.tc. T11c pn.•;.:,.;;y rHjiit i:-:vol •Jc..'::l , tr . .:rc
fore, c •. nnot be suiti to iJC: <Jb:...olutc. 

.':'l.ul>, tho quc~stion in the .::~tortion i::;::;ue fc.:: the! Col:rt l.'.lS 
weighing st:~tc interests ag~in~t p=iv~tc :~tcr0:ts ~~~ ~ . \-IO:.t<~n's right to privacy. l;Cju<ll protcc<;io:l is not th..:: ;._sue at all. 

I nig~t ~dd thJt !'certainly lock at t~c !~111 is!i~~s as bcin~ totallj' ciiffPrcnt. : h.::~ve lO.HJ !..U:l.-.o:·Lcd th0 
I: ;uul ih'j;·,t:; i\:r.-:nd:~.cnt: bc:.t I a::-. "'Jt '.'<..:t ct.::lvi : .c.::rl bv 
pro~onc~t::; t.::l citncr side of the nlo=tion 1~:;~c. In· 
fact, I h.J.VC rcquC!..LC'd t!1,1t a hc<.ri:1<J or .:t~: v:c·.:;-()ir.t.s 
be held by the Con:::.t:itut.1.c.nill l\::.c·nc..::.c:Jt:::; S.J.;ccr.,..,~ t:tcc 
on tho abortion issue. ~:; I sec it, n:1y confu~io~ bcto,.,.,~C:1 the Equ.11 Hi<jilt::. ;-=:-.cnc1mcnt ,.nd tnc <•boction 
i!..::;uc rc:.ult;; froi:l .:1 T:lisu:lucrst.:mdi:-.g of the l:.r.~crl:ting principia of the E.R.A. · 

If I may be of·further sorvico to you in the future, 
please do not hesitate to c all U?on me. 

Hith bost wishes , 

Sincerc~~1 l'ours~'C 'l 
'----yj ..... ),.-:J , !!. ·1 ·'' ;; //'_ I U'>YC J...- . .:.,.v- .._ ____ _ 

l':.:lr low \-l . Cook. 
u.s. Senator 

z.nvc:S:bls 

; .. 
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sexes are not rdc,·ant to employment and education and in these areas 
rnen and women must be tn:atcd the same. 

A criminal abortion statute is an example of a law which is limited 
on its face to the n~productive function. As such, it does not involve a 
direct question of denial of equality h4t of denial of other human rights 
beyond the scope of this article. It may be noted, however, that the 
abortion issue is r10t unrelated to the equality issue becau.:;e the same 
underlying bases for court deci~ions denying equality of the sexes 
(women as reproductive instrume.1ts of the st2te, as dangerous to 
morality, and properly under the control of rnen) are implicit in the 
abortion laws. 

(b) Howos_ x~1d;Q. It was suggested at the Senate Judiciary Com
mitte; hearings on the Equal Rights Amendment in September, 1970, 
that " [ i J f the law must be as undiscriminating concerning sex as it is 
toward race, it would follow that laws outlawing wedlock between 
members of the same sex would be as invalid as laws forbidding mis
cegenation."188 This is nC't the cas:!. _Th~ amend01rnt \vould ;Ufect o'lly 
Jaws in which the diffi renee in treatment is based on sex and not those 
where the di fferenr.e is based on sexuality. It would not affect laws 
distinguishing as between homosexuality and hetcrose.xuality. It would, 
however, require that male and female homosexuals be treated the same 
and that male and female heterosexuals be treated the same. 

Although the issue is not relevant to the amendment, the interest 
of the state in recognizing heterosexual marriages is their capacity for 
reproduction and child raising. This element is not present in homosexual 
relationships. Any challenge to lc:gal distinctions as between heterosexuals 
and homosexuals would have to be brought under the fourteenth amend
ment. 

(c) Rape. 1-orcible rape is sexual intercourse with a female not the 
wife of the assailant by force and without her consent. During 1969, 
there \vere approximately 36,470 reported forcihle rapes, a rate of 35 
for every 100,000 women in the l 'ni tcd States.m The rate has almost 
doubled-up 93 percent since 1960.'ft" ,\ccording to the Federal Dure:-~.u 

of Investigation1 rape "is probably one of the most under reported crimes 
due primarily to fear and/or embarassment on the part vf the victims."189 

186. Statement of Paul A. Freund, Hearings 011 S.!. Rn 61 ,t;. ZJI Before thl' S tm
olt Commilla 011 l lrt }11diriary, 91 st Con g., 2<1 Scss., at 74-75 ( 1970). 

187. F~m:IIAI. l!t·wLAt: Of l.sn:~nG.\TI'>!':, U.S. Du•'T Of )l'~nu:. C.stFNDt (Rt~!E 
RErouTs- 1969, at II (IIJ70). 

188. /d. at 12. 
lH?. /d. a t II. 



-2 0 -

nEW/ from the 
Nation•! Public Information Offici! 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN INOWI 

527 Maditon Avenu., N- York, N.Y. 10022 
Telephone: 12121 ~6-4517 

NOW NEWS SERVICE 

THE ERA AND ntnF.R \\'OMEN: Nn Ar.r: J.PITT TO f:()llt\L rnr.HTS 

by Toni Carabillo, NOW Public Relations Vice 
President, and Randy Specterman, NOW rublic 
Information Office Student Staff'. 

There is no age limit on the desire for equalityl Older women 
are among the most ardent supporters of the Equal Rights Amendment -
and with good reasonl 

.· 

According to Tish Sommers, Coordinator of the National Organi
zation for Women's Task Force on Ageism, women face the prospect of 

poverty in old age far more often than men and largely as a result of 

life-long sex discrimination. Tne 7.5 ~illion widows and single women 

over 65 are the poorest of living Americans. In 1370, half these wo

men had yearly incomes of less than ~1,900. 

"Women fill the lower paid ranks of nearly every industry in the 

country, yet the industries with the largest female work forces have 

the lowest wage and pension arrangements for women," N.s. Sommers points 

ou-t. 1\.t retirement~, -c.he '!lo:n::m' s pons ion check reflects .thair li.fe-long 

low pay scale and sometimes the fact that they either voluntarily 
worked fewer· years or were forced to retire early. The $665 average 

pension for unmarried women is ~200. less than yhe average of the 
single mano 

Social Security benefits are based on earnings. Women receive 

lower benefits because &11 their working lives they made less than 

men -- an average of 56% less than men. 

Women are les8 than half as likely as mente receive private pen

sion benefits. And, according to a report prepared by the National 

Manpower Policy Task Force, women who retired in 1968-69 received fewer 

benefits than menp even if they worked the same period of time. The 

study said 47.8% of the men at the time received private pensions, com

pared to 19% of the women. 

Non-workin6 widows are ofter. excluded from the pension benef:its 

their husbands earned. t.lany private pension plans ffive no provisions 

at all for paying widows. When a woman's husband dies, the income 

ceases as well. This ~ay occur if a husband does not exercise his 

survivor's benefit option -- that is, fill out a form agreeing to take 

a reduction in his life-time pension in exchange for benefits for his 

widow. Often, he cannot afford to reduce an already :ncager pension, 

but if he does not, his widow gets nothing a month to live on. 

At least a fourth of the widowed or single women over 65 have no 

assets at all, yet under Social Security, women get only 82.5% of 

their husband3' benefits. The husband, of course, gets 100~& of his 

benefits even if his wife dies. 



While the Equal Righta Amendment is not a panacea for all these 

problems -- other changes in laws and practices must be made as well 

-- it will still go a lone; way 1..oward eveninb the score. Under the 
ERA, the benefits for Social Security would be equal for both men and 

women and provision of other governmental and private pension plans 

would have to be equalized as well. 

At present, condit:ons attached to ma~y pension plans keep widows 

from receiving any moneyo If a husband dies before ratirement, or a 

long time after, or if he fails to reach an arbitrary retirement age 

set by the company, the wife receives nothing. 

Alternative plans, including term life insurance, are offered 

because survivor's benefits can cost the company a great deal moreo 

Yet even these have limitations of age or employment status at death~ 

Usually these payments are so low that the total is often less than 

the deceased earned in a year. 

Under Social Security , men retire at 65 and women at 62 or 65. 

According to Marlow V. Wootton, a..."'l assistant district manager for 
Social Security, the reason for this difference in age was decided 
years ago, "when women were depc>ndent on their husbands, but now 

that's changed." 

At present, a woman who has been employed most of her life and 

contributed :::>eGUlarly to her Social Secur:i.'.,y account rece:i.ves nothing 

ero~ he~ account if she~lects to receive benefits from her husband's 

account instead and she receives less r-etirement. benefits than the 

never employed wife or widow of a man who nad been earning more as a 

worker than the employed woman. 

A widow who becomes entitled to benefits at age 62 or after re

ceives only 82% of the retirement benefit her huRba."ld would have re
ceived hc.d he lived. However, a man may collect loo;; of his retire

ment benefit. Thus, ~he law pro~otes the situation of an aged widow 

livine; on less than a survivi:1g widower or less in t0tal monthly bene

fits if both husband and wife worked than a couple whose benefits are 

based on the Sfu~e total earning derived from the husband's employ

ment onlyo 

Passage of the Equal Rights Amendment would require that changes 

be made in many of these provisions. Any benefits given to or.e sex or 

the survivor of one sex would be extended to the <11>ther sex. And under 

the ERA, equal contributions to the pension system 'Nould be required. 

At present, males generally pay more, so males and survivors of male s 

receive greater oenefits. ;nth the ERA, a woman who earns as much as 

a male would be a llowed to make the same contributions as a man into 

the pension fund and receive the same benefits. 

Also, accordi:1g to Wootton , ''If the Equa l Rights Amendment passes, 

we'll just make adjustments in our records and the retirement age woula 

be the same for both. u and 11 I wouldn't be surprised if widows get 100)~. 11 



OLDER wor.~~ 3 

MYTHS v.s. REALI'riES OF OLDER WOI•:F2I 

.MYTH: "Older women switch jobs more frequently than younger women." 

REALITY.: A new Civ i1 Service study shm·1s that turnov or rates for 
women Jn tlLeir 8arly 50 1 s are about one-sixth the turnover· 
rates for women in their early 20's. 

MYTH: "Older people and women espec!.ally are harder to train than 
young adults." 

R&\LITY: Tests measuring conceptual thinking reveal that people 
tend to do better as they age. One study cited at the 
19?1 White Houfl e Conference on Aging showed that the aver

age participant a~ age 50 did better on a general intelli
gence toGt th:1.~1 he or she did as a first year college 
student. 

April, 1974 
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}.ft N F () P THE F R A : F. Q ll A L R J("; H T S r. 0 Q B 0 T H S EX F. S -
by Carole Epstein and Tamara l1ii tchell 

Growtnb numbers of rr:en nre renouncing the "ma.zoullne mystique" 
in f'avor of the basic right to hul"lan equ:1llty, and havt: jo.:.nod ac
ti voly in the st.r:.>.c;gle for passa6e of tho Equal Rle.hts Amendment. 
Men for_ tb ., Equal Rif_9-v:' Arncn~mont ( ~.lmA) is an organization com-
po~ ed o.1' men 'Nno have un..Lted to ;vork for equal rights for a.ll peopleo 

Working closely with the National Organization for Women (NOW) 
and ether groups a..:!.me:i. at ratifying the full~, Men for the E.'RA is seen 
by many as an im!JOrtant und potentia.ll. y very ef'fectl \re addition to 
the efforts for ratification of the proposed 27th Amendment to the 
U.Se Con~titutio:::1. 1.~.1\'s purpose is to demonstrate that the amend
ment will benefit men as weJ.l as worflen, and is supported by citizqns 
representative of every social strata -- business, politic~l, and 
professional !"len and women, as well as homemakers and young people 
interested in equal rightso 

Stuart Herzog and n,,vid Hatunen organized the ori~inn.l A~i zona. 
~~-~lto.ten ior E:ttA-. in tJaeir· invitat.ion to jo:tn:t =-they a:Ek peoPle tv volu::J.-

tcer• fol' o·pgani 2 in5 Bnd getting the word out, s ta tine;, "The purpose 
of t.ien for .eRA is to inform the legislature and t-he public that men 
desire rat~_ficn.~ion of the } .. .RJ~ al!d to provide information on the be
nef.i..ts we v:ill al.! receive from it." 

Jack Hu@1es, founder of i.Ien for EHA. in Florida, points out that 
response to r.:LRA has been oxc(Jptionally good, <:nd could be even b0ttero 
In his view, more r.:E:n would become involved if they were bettor in
formed of the c:>ntent and true ramifications of the amendmento Florida 
l.mRA has waged a public infor:c:atlon campaici:n to rectify this .sit~a.tion, 

and the respon:Je has b~en e~coura~~ng. 'l1hus far, I.:L:."t,l) .. has been or
gani~ed on a local ba3is in Florida, Illi~ois, Arizona., and ~is:ourio 
Wo:rk.ing tl1rou,sL. Com.rnon Co.i.lse in ',Jas.nin5ton, D.C o, Huc_;hcs has p::>ovidcd 
guideline;; for the e.stn.bJ..lshment of other !-.::~HA. cnapterz in tho seven
teen states wnich ha·1e not yet re.tified. the ERA. 'l'h0 orgcmizat;.ion1 s 
dlllJl elected officePs and rnember•s e.re advised. t~ bas& "Cheir actlvi-
ti es on tho cor).stitution wri r..;en for F'lcrida ;.:~.._ru,, but are encouraged 
to retain thei1 .. autonomy to ensure effectiveness on the local levelo 

According to Hughes, 11 0ne of tho major problems of the country 
over the past decade has l">cf.!n its dcvisiveness. ¥'ie need to learn to 
cooperate !tnd work together. ·I'he .I.BA will h.~wo a tr!)mr;ndous positive 
effoct or. the euwt.ional 0.~1d physical h0alth of men. './:J.en rnFJn begin 
to deal ho~estly vlith themselves, the~' l'ccognize thu unfc.:.irness of 
their biased ati:iitudes toward o·chcr hllman beings." 

The National Orcanizat ion for "/I om on ( NO\J) has supnorted and An
couraged the ,€;rowth of org:mizc..·~j ons Euch as MEi~ for ERA, o.nd in mtlny 



2 Men for the Ef-<4 

instances has worked in conjunction wit.h men wishi~g to set up local 

chapters. Some people do not r ealize that the National Organization 

for ~'Jomen includGs men in its membershipo \",'hen I;o·,-: was founded, 'the 

decision was :naclc to name it the National Organizn.~ion for ','Iemen, 

open to all people who ·:1ish to j9in in t-he fight for \·,"'iUJnt s rightso 

At present, its membersi1ip is about 10~ r...ale and r.any of the men who 

have established !.L...RA in their states are l~o· .. J members. \'lith one of 

its primary tenets being cqunl rights fo!' e.l!.''jNO.~ recognizes that 

the importance of the D1A lie~ not only in i~s advantages for women, 

but also in the many ways it will end discrimination against meno 

Jordan Miller, a No';/ member who established 1:LRA in Illinois, 

believes that there are many ways in which the ::RA can prove bene

ficial to men by eliminating discriminatory laws a5ainst both sexes. 

He cites as exa.'llples, "under current laws, men as widowers are en

titled to less money in social security benefits tnan t~eir female 

counterparts. A rr.a.n' s f in[:.:ncial situation can be as difficult as a 

woman• s when he is the sole supporter of a family and no lon5 er able 

to work to his full capacity. ',iith relard to child cu-vo y in divorce 

cases, there have been many instances in whicn ~ne husband desired 

and ri~1tfully deserved to be entrusted witn the care of the ch~ld, 

but was denied cu~todyo Both parents CU0 ht tc have this option; it 

should not be assumed that the motl:er is by nature a better parcnt. 11 

Furthermore, protective lc.bcr laws should bo extended to wor.cers 

'G- .~Furth~rmore, protec~ive labor laws should be extenaed to worKers 

o""' both so~~s. And~.-a. man can certainly sympathize •.·.ith the need to 

abolish discrimination in h_;_gher educo.'t'ron \vTI~;;~ n!.s daue;hte.~."' !.s- ~-~-"-"=-"-~. 

nied admittance to the school of her Choice in favor of a less quali-

fied male applicant.'' 

Miller believes that men should support the ERA. "whether out of 

enlightened self-interest or sheer enlightenment!" 

r.~ay 1974 
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ditor" s Notebook: By Frosty Troy Editor: Oklahoma 
Observer W b.Y A re So '"I a II)' 

Afraid of Freedotn? 
I'm not only for the Equal Rights Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, I'm probably 

ooe of its strongest male advocates in Oklahoma. Any man who notices the r~ nuances r:ul'mg a daughter bas got to be fer il I'm 

less concerned aboot my daughter bt>mg drafted or ~rating a jack hammer or us
ing a c-~ucation.d john th.1n being a second class citizen aD bei' life. 

I'm equally appalled at those whf> say that mo:>t d tl:~e discnmmation ccuJd be 

elimmated by statute when they don't produce the bills for legislative ~ 
ticn. 

The F.RA is necessary prectsely because many of the ills are nol-pabJe by sta
tute, and those that are will be on the bOOts for another ceatury baoli anybody gets 
exoted enough to do anything about them. Why sbould my daughter be trea difft!l'f.l1t:lv Tbe penraSlve discri nation &gal w nightclub circuat as some sort f1l women real. 

It be 
differences. at' 

Scme ·ng is 
own business. 

wom=n a:.u!'h!.:!r L'Ouid nol My sen could asccrJl ' lFJt. As a C"-'n!'e<Juence, I will ~t 
rticipate b,'!C:!use to llo so i~nd. more credence to rar.!I injustice. 

&lmenow to b~ for th ERA is to be for bunting bras, ~ianism or supporting 

Belta or Gloria for Pren ~-One ll\P.y r~ze we strel'l~..hs ana weaknesses d both ~es withoot requir

ing cne or the other to g ve up ba .. :c human rights. It is tragic that Bell TaLphooe Co. 
must now ?.dm.it in pub"'c tbat it bas followed a policy of diliberate discrimination 

m pay anrl promouons for lo these many years. \\ iti100t the beat of ttl!! ERA move-
me~t women would be ma!ung few adv:l~s. I ~ the right of those woo differ wi t.h my vie91·s but fc.r tbe life of me I can

not fathom fr.o::?Jr cppos~tion. There probably aren't many Oklahomans wbo ha•e delved 

into the subJect deeper than I. I was mc.'litoring my son's re.C~ding the other evening. His little public school text 

contains a story alx:ut a girl wbo gets a ~ pair of skates mxf falls and hurts herself 

on her f1rst try. She he-ads for the houSt' and some mot.herly comfort. Her brother 

tells ll5 that it's just like a ~rl to quit Sch:t">!s, churcll....~. cluos, joba, aovemment - they aU maximize the ureo
type. U they won't stop lt out of the RoodneM fJf tM.lr 008rt, they'll II~ wUh • lopJ 
gun in their head. payml{ the pncc In ccan. l am far beyond any polite di!ICUMion on tbUI subject 1 &imply want my daughter 

to enjoy the same ben .1:s :ond privile;;t"S as my son am r.ot be bandies~ by the 

spedal pre-..sures ot dJ crimination. Whether it's getting into medical school or 
teaching in college or driving a truck. I want my daudlter to be able to go as far as 

her abilities wiU c.1rry her and without any artificiai t.-!ndicaps. 
I am sic:Xened by the letters f!oodmg the Legislature from the Billy James Har

gis ilk and tr.e huudreds of women who ;ire unabie to ~ze their 011m ensl;aWO> 

ment to a dreary. <.nu-uemo...rauc cause. Of course ERA w11l produce problems. Name a major constitutional amendment 

or Surpeme O>urt de-ci-: on that hasn't. Maybe men will coU.ect alimony (I can tbink 
d cases where that wou'rl be justl; maybe women wiU wert longer OOIJrS; maybe 

females will lose their liQuor privileges until fr.ey reach a higher age: maybe Con
gress won't defer them from some future cl:-aft as they did all those tens of tboua
ands of healthy male colleP,e students bE-tween 1985 and um. One cannot teftl..ponZP. with the subject of l~al equality, certainly not based on 

sex. The intellectual ,'lJbjugatioo is far worse than a painful wrenching ~ the statUI 

..;uo. To be free is to be free. 



There are those who believe that the crack in t he Liberty Bell first ap

pt>arcd when those great ladies of the American Revolution, Abigail Adams 

and Mercy Warren-who llacl sacrificed so much in the gre1t battle for inde

p~·nd·~ncc --discover eel that women had been excluded frtH11 the provisions 

of the new Constiution of tl~c Uniterl States. Unril th<.~t nwmcnt they had 

not realized t:l.lt the American D: '"· vas for men only. Subsequent gener-

ations of American women literally ,.,rc out their livcs-<11 the while still 

helping io create out of those thirteen original colonies, a great nation-to 

achil vc the l~·gu! rc·cognition that womrn were indeed citizens with the 

right to vote. This was finally accomplished in 1920 with the ratification 

of the 19th 1\rm:ndmL'nt. Now Jllt>lht:r generation of wom ... ·n-and fairmind

cd men-arc workin:; for the ratification of another amendment to the 

Constitution, the Equ.tl Rights Amendment, and as befo re with the right 

to vot~ , there are t hose who oppose thei r efforts. 
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"Equality of rignts under the lav,r shdll not 

be dem~d or a1)ridgcd :,y the United Staces 

or by any St:;te , on ac.counl of sex." 
And tb,n\ all the Eou;)l R;~lns ,\,m'ndmcnt to 

lilt' U,lited S1,1t..~s Comtitution says. Uut tiler 'rc 
at it agc.in 1 The 'rcmonstr,mts,' th~ hy;;tcr i-:\
a:'d th.:! politi,:,ll opportuntsts. l 1H' /r,' Lry in).! 10 

~cart wor~l"ll frn ,., .1chievi:1g- at long L1st--rqu:ll 
pot ·cti •:1 u.1 i r the law ul t'·e: ll{L ~v'1;ct!1ing 
,,, ((,,hli .. t.o.1 do~s !lOt ~·u rro\;dc v orn.:n. 

i ,;1' not, l! .ess the E,(A i> r,,t''!,d . 
\h"tlld' on c>n have dif+r:~-:nt p.or 'rty righb 

f om meP? ,{ •. ld wo!">~n be a, J di-;l,\Jnt. 6 .: 

in b .1ying ur s.:dim: or rct:r:ng r.• o;'''ro\? ~nould 
won en be dcni~J crcd·r b·:e>dS.' t>1cir L'<l• ning<; 
arc Lnn~id~rcd .:ss •e:tl tlun :• .e 1\? Should wom-

n be dcnil:d :1. · ri ~ht to buy cu~ w fc ;,,ish 
th,ir 'lO'iJ~> or mvrlg.>g~ Liteir l,onh.:s :>n tl'.' ,a·ne 
Lt'rnJS a,·,11i.!blc to C(jua!ly qu.1!i:;ed m~n? Should 
m.uril.l women be d•.:nic-d tile ri<;llt to go into 
bus inc:.~? 

The fact is thar women .11c not lr;;.tlly pl'rsons 
und:r tho: Cor._titutiL.l ;wd v>'illnot be Ltltil tlw 
ERA hccon:. s pJrt of ir. 

The a::ou•"en r~ of tiw iJ t: ,, c1J>y rt• nomtr ants 
ag 1n~t th·' Ef,A Jrc b:;srd on lie< :111{1 (l:..:l•b<ratc 
rnisin:ort,latio·L T 1::y're s .. yi, ~til. lRA ~ivc, 
CorP.•·c ~the~' ···cr to cJ,·ar• v.o:·ll '. T Ht sa !'cl 
Co 1g tss lrc•rl)' h;1s the po ,•,·r w dr.'ft wrJ·-,•cn, 
Gut h •• s even ~rorcd drdftir'{' men, sv v.hy tile 
hy~t~ri '? 

Thcv t'" sJyin):! that th..: ER \ 11''.1115 ll'l'll \\On't 

ha·,e to uc rt"•fl 11;sibl<> fo- the sur!Jort of thc•ir 
far:,i!ics, that :.~limony \'1;11 be Jbvl' !1~d, rh.lt 
wo.n"n ~>ill be forced out of their ilot·1es .1:1d into 
the! bor m11keL F.llscagJin! 

In the first p1• cc, the right to s~1pport 0f women 
ilnd dtildr·~n is Iiilich more !i·nited lh.m i~ gc-nt't".ll
!y known. A mMried wonun living w1th ht·•· hus
bi!lld can in pr.lllice get only what 1~.: t!.oos.:~ to 
give ht'r. If he hils to pro·:iJc her\\ ith the 11L'cc~ -

5itic~ of life. she will find the ro11rts arc rcluuant 
to intt. fcrt• in :n on-goiPg rn r~i;),,e; the k~.tl 
ebboration :Jf rlw duties htb' "th .. nd \v ·, l:' O\'> l' 

e:.tch otl ~r has trJtlltion.1!1y l.'!,tn ~late .lillh>~t 
cnr irely in the context of tl:c h t .IKdo\1 n of :11,· 
lll.llfl.1g.:. 

It riJ l'l · •I I 



I;; "•) f.1ll, ;, (i' t ~ ... ,in tilt l'nited 

~t.~:~~. th( \\ 1n_·, dun't cv~n, ,', fi,l .li

~\ .I 

cr, .t~ .•rourh "'<'ll !~,.,JIIy cnl,tcrnc.! 

\\,tnt. < 1vil f! .t> of 11 •1110 tXIIl:~ 

, c th, t1 't to 111 i1.t out. 

r-\c'till'r w:ll 11 F RA aholi~ 1 laws 

th 1t plll~iS•l t'1c crime of r.wc nor does 
it i r ·h nt th~ s~:Par.tl'l n of th sexes 

in r •aXe, t l<>vm•·, pri5ons md mili-

e ERA 

ver•r · ~ n·' a.1 c :1\. ~lis. of rc' .m~i

b'c 1(.'("1' ·or" mi,r..tio 1s w t 1t. 

\\r:t.:, \\ irL, tdepho. c y• ur lt:prc

~d. •l:v , :n lit' 11c k~i~l1tu . .: and 
id ~1. m knoh th •. t 'fOl. w.tnt it! 

Ill t c. dl Oifzc~ 
11 >I E . , ;-, d StrL • 

(..,.c,·•n. 1.1 r . .,., 606"9 
( J '<1 7 
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