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P h o t o  by M i k e  M c D o n a l d

Baby an im als  l ike  this t rio o f  
ra ccoons  melt  human hear ts  with 
the i r  cute  f a c e s  and p l a y f u l  behavior.  
However,  a s ig n i f i ca n t  amo un t  o f  
care  is r eq u i red  to ensure  their  
re lease  wil l  be s u c c e s s f u l . To learn  
more about  the bab ies  o f  sum m er  and  
the cha l l enges  o f  car ing  f o r  them,  
turn to page 6.

Also in this issue:
• Spring fundraiser results
• New Web site to launch
• Site plan update
• Internship opportunit ies
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L e t t e r  f rom t he  D i r e c t o r

Workload validates need for new facility

C a r o l  M i t c h e l l

I once  sa id  do ing  
wi ld l i f e  rehab is l ike being 
a l low ed  a g l impse  into 
N a t u r e ’s Soul.  We at the 
C en te r  feel  p r i v i l eg ed  to be 
able  to handle  and care for 
some o f  the  w o r l d ’s most  
del i ca te  and beau t i f u l  
c r ea tu r e s ,  and to have a look 
into the i r  wor ld .  The work is 
no t  easy,  and more  o f t en  than 
not,  w i ld l i fe  rehab i l i t a t ion  is 
a t h a n k le s s  and s ee m in g ly  
n e v e r - e n d in g  job .  However ,  
we n eve r  lose s igh t  o f  our  u l t im a te  goal ,  the 
s u cces s fu l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  and re le as e  o f  the wi ld l i fe  
in our  care.  With every  re leas e ,  we are r em inded  o f  
why the Wi ld l i f e  C en te r  op en e d  its doors  12 years  
ago,  and we are d e te r m in ed  to g ive  every  anim al  a 
s e c o n d 'c h a n c e  at l i fe.

The -last six m on ths  have been  ex t re m e ly  
cha l l e n g in g ,  as more  than  1,000 animals  have been 
ad m i t te d .  This  n u m b er  is j u s t  200 an im al s  shy o f  our 
t y p i c a l  a n n u a l  case  load.  It is not  on ly  har d  to 
b e l i ev e  our  “ baby s e a s o n ” is only  h a l f  over,  bu t  it is 
equa l ly  hard  to imag ine  we have adm it ted  1,000 
bi rds ,  m am m als  and re p t i l e s  in j u s t  h a l f  a year.  With 
ad m is s io n s  at re cd rd  l eve ls ,  we are at a cr i t ica l  
j u n c t u r e  in ou r  g r o w th  and need  co n t i n u e d  and 
in c r e a s e d  s uppor t  f rom the  co m m u n i ty  to meet  the 
needs  o f  i n ju re d ,  i l l ,  d i s p l ace d  and o rp haned  
w i ld l i f e  in the South  Pla ins  o f  Texas.

I am of ten  aske d  wh at  a ty p ica l  day is l ike at 
Cen te r ,  and many  peo p le  are s u r p r i s e d  to hea r  tha t  
we d o n ’t have  f u n - f i l l e d  days  o f  p lay in g  wi th  cute 
l i t t l e  ow let s  and b u n n ie s .  We change  cages ,  
a d m in i s t e r  medica l  care,  wash scores  o f  d i r ty  
d i shes ,  p ro c es s  man y  loads  o f  soi l ed  l i nens ,  p re pa re

end les s  food plates^for  so n g b i rd s  and rap to r s ,  drive 
in ju red an im al s  to the vet  c l in ic ,  take  the lucky ones 
to r e le as e  s i tes  far and near,  p ick  up supp l i es ,  and 
spend  many “ e d u c a t io n a l  m o m e n t s ” on the phone 
h e lp in g  50 or more  p eop le  each day th ro ugh  var ious  
w-ildlife d i lemmas.  We feed youngs ter s  15 or more 
hours ,dai ly  to ensure  the i r  su rv ival .  Coun t le ss  
hours  go into ra is in g  each and  ev ery  an imal  we 
admit ,  f rom reco rd  keeping  to .hands-on care.

This summer ,  the Center  wi ll  open new doors  to 
w i ld l i f e  ca sual t ie s  as Phase  I o f  our Mas te r  Site Plan 
is com plet ed .  (For  more  deta i l s  about  this plan ,  
p lease  see page 7.) This bu i ld ing  will  tem po ra r i ly  
house  all admit ted  wi ld l i f e  whi le the C e n t e r ’s three- 
s to ry  bar n  is re n o v a ted .

As we ex pand  the space  av a i l ab le  for the 
wi ld l i f e  we serve ,  our need for v o lun tee r  service ,  
supp l i es ,  m one ta ry  co n t r ib u t io n s  and in-kind 
d o n a t io n s  wi l l  also increas e .  Is there  a way you Can 
help  the C en te r  th ro ugh  a g i f t  o f  t ime or ta lent?
Have you cons ide red  bec oming  a member?  The 
Cen te r  is an a l l - v o l u n t e e r , 501 (c)3 no n- prof i t  
o rg a n iz a t io n ,  so you can res t  as su red your  tax;  
deduc t ib le  co n t r i bu t ion  wi ll  go d i r e c t ly t o w a r d  
wi ld l i f e  care.  And a l though  the Center  holds  permits 
from Texas Parks  and Wildl ife  and the U.S. Fish and
W i ld l i f e  Serv ice ,  we do not  re ce ive  Funding from 
ei ther  r e g u la to ry  agency.

The coming months  will  be an excit ing  t ime at 
the South Pla ins  Wildl ife  Rehab i l i t a t ion  Center. '  
Whi le  we an t i c ipat e  increas ed  work loads ,  we know 
that  we can co n t in u e  to coun t  on the ded ica t io n  of  
our  s u p p o r t e r s  to help  meet  our  needs ,  j u s t  as we 
have for the l a s t  12 yea rs .  We are p l ea se d  to provide  
a ser v ice  tha t  so many  people  be l i eve  in and 
suppor t .  Oh b e h a l f  o f  the .Center  and the animals  we 
serve ,  thank you for car ing about  wi ldl ife!

C cuw -&
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Admissions reach record high
The new yea r  s ta r ted  l ike any other  at the 

Wildl i fe  Center,  bu t i n  ju s t  a few months ,  the 
Center  began car ing for a record  num ber  o f  
wi ld l i fe .  At press  t ime, more than 1,000 state 
and/o r  federa l l y  p ro tec ted  animals  have been 
admit ted ,  a long wi th hundr eds  more  that  are 
not  pr o tec ted .  In j u s t  six months ,  admis s ion  
numbers  are very c lose to the average  o f  1,200 
animals  admit ted  each ypar*.

May was our  bu s i e s t  mon th  ever,  and on 
May 25, a record  58 animals  came through  our 
doors  in a s ingle  day. A d m iss io n s  in c luded  
Blue jays ,  mock ingbi rds ,  robins ,  Mal lard  
duck l ings ,  a gold f inch,  barn owls,  American 
ke s t re ls ,  k ingb i rd s ,  doves ,  House  f inches ,  a 
Yel low-bi l led  cuckoo, Barn  swal lows and 
Ki l ldeer .  Mammals  inc luded co t ton ta i l s ,  gray 
squ i r r e ls ,  ra ccoons ,  skun ks  and opo ssum s.
Recor d high temperatures ' ,  t o r re nt ia l  rains  and 
-high winds  t oo k  thei r  to l l  on y o u n g s t e r s  and 
cu r ta i led  the re lease  o f  many animals  unt il  
cond i t ions  m o d era ted  the th i rd  week o f  June.

Am ong the admis s ions  were severa l  new 
spec ies ,  in c lu d in g  a Brown pe l i ca n,  Tennessee  
warbler ,  Green-backed heron,  C l i f f  swallow, and two 
f ledgl ing Cur ved- b i l l ed  thrasher s .  Twelve box 
tu r t l es ,  a Snapping  tur t le,  
two Texas ho rn ed  l izards ,  a 
Red fox and one Gar ter  snake 
were re leas ed  along wi th 
scores  of  Blue j a y s , r o b i n s  
and m ocking bi rds .  M ourn ing  
and Inca  doves ,  k ingb i rd s ,  
g ra ck les ,  spa rrow s and 
s t ar l ings  were also re leased .

June 1 b ro u g h t  our f i rst  
Whi t e - ta i l ed  fawn o f  the 
year,  found by a m o to r i s t  en 
route  to Lub bo ck  from 
Dal las .  Apparent ly ,  the 
f a w n ’s m o the r  had been  hi t  
by a car,  and the two-day  old 
female fawn laid by the road,  
nea r ly  ove rcom e wi th  ants.  Badly  b i t ten  around the 
nose,  eyes  and muzzle ,  this fawn def in i t e ly  needed 
human  in te rv en t ion  to survive.  A ccord ing  to Dr. 
Mark Wal lace ,  a s s i s t an t  p r o f e s s o r  at Texas T e c h ’s 
Range,  Wildli fe  and Fisher ies  Dep ar tm en t ,  the-ants 
b ite  and s t ing  as the animal  a t tempts  to l ick  them 
off.  With in  ho urs ,  her  eyes were swol len  shut,  and

A d m i s s i o n s  '‘t h r o u g h  J u n e  2 0 0 0  t o t a l  851 a n i m a l s *

she had to be tube  fed because  the swel l ing  and 
pain  in her  mouth ,  th ro at  and e sopha gus  pr even ted 
her from suckl ing a bott le  o f  formula.  A n t i ­
in f lammatory  s teroids  and ant ib io t ics  were 
adm in i s te red  as she rema ined  under  the watchful  
eye o f  Dr. La rry  Farley.  Named “A b b y ” since she

was found  near  Abilene' ,  she 
was j oinetl fhe fo l lowing day 
by “ S w ee t i e , ” a second 
female  b rough t  by a Texas 
Parks and Wildl ife 
Depar tment  game warden 
from Sweetwater.  The 
addit ion  o f  Sweetie real ly 
appea re d  to aid in A b b y ’s 
recovery !  We are happy to 
repor t  both are doing 
extremely well.

Dur ing this busy t ime at 
the Center,  ext ra volun teer  
help is needed ,  as most  of  
the youngs te rs  in our  care 
co l l ec t ively  require  constant  

feed ings .  All it takes  is two hours a week to make a 
big d i f ference!  Oppor tun i t ies  are avai lable  for 
hands-on  animal  care , .admini s t ra t ive  dut ies,  lawn 
care,  housekeep ing ,  bu i ld ing  m a in tenance ,  handy 
work and fund ra is ing ,  j u s t  to name a few. Please 
contac t  Debbie Tennyson a t (806) 799-2142 i f  you 
are in teres t ed  in bec oming  a SPWRC volunteer!

These  baby  Blue j ays  were among the reco rd  391 
w i l d l i f e  ad m iss io ns  at the Cen te r  In May 2000.

A n o t e  a b o u t  f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  p r o t e c t i o n :
Vir tu al ly  all  b i rds  wi th  the exc ep t ion  o f  s ta r l i ngs ,  House  sparrows and p igeons  are “p r o t e c t e d ” by both state 
and federa l  law under , the Mig ra to ry  Bird  Treaty  Act  of  1918. Many mam mals ,  such as the opossum,  Gray and 
Red fox,  raccoo n  and skunk are p ro tec ted  by s ta te  laws but  not federa l  laws. These  animals  cannot  be held 
as pets ,  or so ld  by pet  s tores .  “ T h r e a t e n e d ” and “ e n d a n g e r e d ” spec ie s  vary . f rom s ta te  to s tate.
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News and notes
S p r i n g  f u n d r a i s e r  ne t s  $5 ,3  00 !
The C e n t e r ’s annual  spr ing  fu ndr aiser ,  held  at Llano 
E s tacado  Winery ,  was an o the r  g re at  success!  Th anks  
to all  who a t t ended  and su p p o r ted  the fu ndra iser .  The 
p ro ceeds  have a l ready  helped  the Cen te r  care for a 
record  number  of  animals  admit ted  this summer.  Save 
the date for “Owloween,” our fall  fundraiser,  at the 
County  Line R es tau ra n t  on Saturday,  Oct.  14!

Open H o u s e  s e t  f o r  Sep t .  9
Join  the Wildl i fe  Center  s t af f  for  an ins ide  look at 
wi ld l i fe  reha b i l i t a t ion  dur ing the C e n t e r ’s Open 
House from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday,  Sept.  9. 
Guest's wi ll  learn about  a typ ica l  day at the Center  
and have a chance  to view wi ld l i f e  am bassadors  like 
Jasper  the barn owl and Fr i tz the fox.

I n t e r n s h i p  p r o g r a m  r a m ps  up
The, Wild l i fe  Center  offers  many in ternship  
o p p o r tu n i t i e s  for h igh schoo l  and co l l ege  s tud en ts .  
This is a great  way to earn cr ed i t  and gain  va luab le  
h ands - on  expe r i ence  wi th many spec ies  o f  
ind igenous  wi ld  mammals ,  rept i les  and bi rds,  
inc lud ing raptors .  For more, in format ion ,  p lease  
contact  Carol Mitchel l  at (806) 745-8120.

B u i l d i n g  f u n d  c e r t i f i c a t e s
I f  you do na ted  $50 or more  to the Bui ld ing  Fund and 
did not receive  a Cer t i f i ca te  o f  Appre c ia t ion ,  p lease  
contac t  Carol  M i tchel l .  We apo log ize  for any 
o v e r s ig h t  and p ro m ise  to mai l  any o u t s t an d in g  
ce r t i f ica t es  prompt ly !  Contac t  Carol  by phone (806) 
745-8120,  or e-mai l  at spwrc@hu b.of the .net  (write 
“ B ui ld ing C e r t i f i c a te ” in the subject  l ine).

N e w  Web s i t e  f o r  l o s t  a n d  f o u n d  p e t s
W ildl i fe  C en te r  suppor t  e r M a r c y T a y l o r h a s  launched  
a new Web s ite,  w w w . l u b b p m i a . c o m . to ass is t  
Lub b o ck  area  r e s id e n t s  in r e u n i t i n g  lost  pe ts  wi th 
the i r  owners .  Log on to learn  more.

Wi l d l i f e  c o n f e r e n c e  to f e a t u r e  R o b  L e e
Rob Lee,  U.S. Fish and Widlife.  Serv ice  agent  and 
Wi ld l i f e  Center  advisor ,  wi l l  hos t  a d i scuss ion  a b o u t  
“The Role of  the Reh ab i l i t a t o r  in Federa l  Law 
E nfo rcem en t , ” at the In ter nat ion al  Wildl ife  
Reh ab i l i t a t io n  C o u n c i l ’s 2 3 rd annua l  co n ference  in 
Mon treal ,  Quebec in October.

Th a nk s  to t he  G o d e k e  l i b r a r i a n s
The Center  would  l ike to ex tend a spec ia l  thank you 
to the Godeke l ibrar i ans  for se l l ing  duck food at 25 
cents a bag to ben e f i t  the Wi ld l i f e  Center!  They ra ise 
hundre ds  o f  dol la rs  each yea r  for the C en te r  th ro ugh  
this pro jec t ,  and we great ly  app rec ia t e  the i r  ef forts .  
The next  t ime you vis i t ,  p leas e  buy a b a g  o f  food and 
thank the l ib ra r i ans  for the i r  con t inued  support !

New building update
The Center continues  to make progress  toward the 
complet ion of Phase I of  our Master  Site Plan,  a 
“new ” bui lding that will  temporar i ly  house wi ldl ife 
while renovat ion of the C en te r ’s barn takes place. 
Since the last newsle t ter  was publ ished,  several  

.steps had to be completed in order to break ground 
on the projec t.  First ,  the Planning & Zoning 
Commiss ion met to decide whether  the C en te r ’s 
“Non-conforming s t a tus ” could be ^‘mod if i ed” 
prepara tory  to our replacement  of  an out-building 
with a new s tructure .  The vote was unanimous in 
our favor! Next,  the property had to be surveyed 
and plat ted so we could hook up to city water and 
sewer services .  With-these cr it ica l steps and a few 
more complete,  bui lding permits could be obtained,  
and const ruc t ion is now in progress! We named the 
property  the “Wildl ife Addi t ion ,” and we hope you 
will  stop by to see it for yourse l f  at the Cen te r’s 
Open House on Sept.  9, from 1 1 a.m! to 2 p.m.

Dove m ourns  no more
In mid April ,  I found a box wi th a baby 

M o u rn in g  dove on my porch.  The dove appeared 
p e r fec t l y  hea l t hy  and was p robab ly  k idnapped  
f rom its p a r e n t s ’ care.  When f l edgl ing  bi rds  leave 
the nes t ,  they  do not  a u to m a t i c a l l y  know how to 
fly. Dur in g th is  t ime on the g rou nd  ( three  to five 
days  ave ra ge ) ,  one or both  pa r en t s  con t inue  to ■ 
feed th e .y o u n g s te r s  unt i l  they learn  where  and 
how to f ind  thei r  own food.

These  “ l e s s o n s ” f rom the pa r en t s  are 
e s s e n t i a l ,  and these  few pe r i l o u s  days  on the 
ground  are ext remely  impor tant .  This is the t ime 
the young bi rd  p r ac t i ces  and pe r fe c ts  i ts -f lying,  
l earns  to seek sh e l t e r  and to avoid  p re d a to r s  
( in c l ud ing  w e l l -m ean ing  peop le)  and begins  to 
fend for i tsel f.  Br inging  a hea l thy animal  to a 
re h ab i l i t a t i o n  cente r  for “h e l p ” at this t ime in its 
l i fe ac tua l ly  sets it back.  Some t imes  we cannot  
r e tu r n  the b i rd  to the  pa ren t s ,  b ecause  the f in de r  
did not  leave a name or address ,  but  lucki ly,  in 
th is  case ,  we did have  an addr es s  in hand!

I d rove to the area where  the  y o u n g s t e r  was 
fou nd,  and sure enough ,  an adul t  dove was pac ing  
around .  When  I app roached ,  it f lew up into a tree.  
Could  this be the m othe r  o f  this l i t t le b i rd?  I 
c a re f u l ly  opened  the shoebox  h o u s in g  the 
f ledgl ing,  and he immedia te ly  flew five feet  away 
to a g ra s sy  area in p la in  s ight  o f  the adul t  dove.  I 
got  ba ck  in my car  and drove a shor t  d is tance .  
Before  I could  put  the car  into par k  to watch,  the 
adul t  b i rd  f lew down f rom its perch and embraced  
the f l edg l ing  dove.  What  a happy end ing for all!

-- D e b b ie  Tennyson

mailto:spwrc@hub.ofthe.net
http://www.lubbpmia.com
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SPWRC promotes wildlife education
From the Har ry  Pot ter  craze to a 
Food Bank auct ion,  SPWRC s ta f f  
connect  wi ldl i fe  to everyday  l i fe

As hab i t a t  for nat ive  spec ies  d im in i shes , ' t he  
need to p re serve  South  Pla ins  wi ld l i f e  and thei r  
na t ive  habi ta ts  bec om es  inc re as ing ly  impor tant .  One 
o f  the b es t  ways  to p ro m o te  aw a r e n e s s  o f  these  
cha l le ng es  is through  educat ion.  Execut ive  Di recto r  
Carol  Mitche l l  and other  member s  o f  the s t af f  
re cen t ly  en joyed  the opp o r tu n i ty  to connect  wi ld l i f e  
to eve ry day l ife in some u nexpec ted  places.

•Whooo kn ows  what  the l a te s t  Har ry  Po t t e r  book 
and the Wildl ife  Center  have in common? Owls! Carol  
we lc omed  the inv i ta t i on  to pa r t i c ip a te  in the book 
re le as e  pa r ty  at the Hast ings  book  s tore  on July  8. 
Because  owls  are fe a tu re d  in the book  in var ious  
ro les,  such as mai l  carr iers ,  Carol  dec ided wi ldl ife  
am bassadors  Bubo (Great  ho rned owl),  and Jasper  
(Common barn owl) would  be per fec t  for k icking off  
the  p a r ty  and ed u c a t in g  gues t s  abo ut  the  ro le  o f  
wi ldl ife in “realTife.”

At the event ,  k ids  and adul ts  a l ike ,  many 
d ressed in won derfu l  cos tumes ,  he ld  an im promptu  
d i scuss ion  about  owls  in gene ra l ,  and spec i f ic a l ly  
about  Great  horned owls  and Common  barn  owls.
With Bubo and Jaspe r  on hand,  i t  became c l ea r  why 
owls  could  only be pets  in books!  Not  only  p ro tec ted  
by s tate and federa l  laws, owls would  be fo rmidable  
p laymates .  One look at B u b o ’s sharp  ta lons ,  and the 
ch i ld re n  knew she would  not be a good companion!

Wild  b i rds  are  g re a t  b ackyard  r e s i d e n t s , - 
however ,  and Carol  was honore d  to spea k about  
l iv in g  wi th w i ld l i f e  at the South  Pla ins  Food B a n k ’s 
4 th annual  C e lebr a t ion for the Green.  This fun dra iser  
fe a tur ed  a b i rdhouse  auc t ion where  more than 300 
b i r d h o u s e s - - d e s i g n e d  and c o n s t ru c te d  by area 
re s id en ts - -w er e  auc t ioned  off,  ra ising-more  than 
$20,000 for the Food Bank! Carol  also offered some 
t ips  on mak ing  good Use o f  b i rd houses .  Funct iona l  
b i rd houses  may be s imple  or e l abora te ,  but  the 
d imension s  are cr i t ica l ,  especia l ly  for the ent ry  hole.

Char l i e  Mar t i n  and Rob Lee exp la in  the im por tance  of 
w i l d l i f e  to s t uden ts  pa r t i c i p a t i ng  in the Supe r  Sa tu rdays  
e n v i r o nm en ta l  educa t i on  p rog ram at Texas Tech.

South  Pla ins  species  tha t  wi l l  use b i rdhouses  include^ 
the N ort he rn  Flicker,  Eas tern  screech owl, American 
kes t re l ,  Common barn owl,  Engl ish  sparrows,  and the 
European  s tar l ing .  I f  you wapt  to learn more,  an 
in format iona l  f lyer  and Common barn owl nes t  plans 
are available from the Center.  P lease send e-mai l to 
sp w rc @ h u b .o f th e .n e t  and wri te  “B irdhouse  
Gu idel ines  R e q u e s t ” in the subject  l ine.

In addi t ion  to these  educa t iona l  opp or t un i t ie s ,  
the Center  pa r t i c ip a te d ' i n  severa l  o ther  communi ty  
programs.  In early Apri l ,  the Center  fea tured many of 
its educa t iona l  b i rds  at En v i ro nm en ta l  Awareness  
Family Days.at  Lubbock Lake Landmark.  Also in 
Apr i l ,  g i f t ed  and ta l en ted  s tud en ts  in grades  four  
th rough  six lea rned about  about  wi ld l i f e  and 
con se rv a t io n  th rough  the Super  Saturdays  progr am  
at Texas Tech. On June 17, Celebr i ty  pel ican Percy 
and other  wi ld l i f e  am bas sadors  made appearances  at 
C r i t te r fe s t ,  an annual  event  at the Science  Spectrum.

E nviron men ta l  educa t ion is a core component  of  
the Wildl i fe  C e n t e r ’s miss ion,  wi th an emphasis  on 
wi ld l i fe  as 'a na tura l  re source .  I f  you are in tere s ted  in 
sponsor i ng an educa t iona l  p rogram,  p lease  con tac t  
Carol Mitchel l  qt (806) 745-8120.

Wild l i fe  Center  Web site to launch
The Wild l i fe  Center  is p lea sed  to announce plans  for a new and improved 

Web site! Loca ted at w w w .s pw rc .o rg . the new site wi ll  fea ture  info rmat ion  
abou t  the Center ,  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  for ge t t ing  involved,  s teps  for r e s pond in g  
to a w i l d l i f e  emergency,  and more . 'The site wi ll  be a work in progress ,  "but 
bas ic  in fo rm at ion wi ll  be . avai lable  as early as Augus t  28. Tha'nks to The  
Door for hos t ing our new Web site! In the mean t ime,  SPWRC in fo rmat ion  is 
avai lable  th ro ugh  Lub b o ck 3 6 0 .co m  and Llano Es tacado Audubon Society,  at 
www .lubbock360 .co m /c o m m u n i tv /n o n p ro f i t / spwrc / l i s t ing .asp  and 
ww w .l ea s .b iz land .com /spw rc .h tm  respectively .  We apprecia te  the ef forts  of  
Mike Smith and El len  Roots  to inc lude the Wildl i fe  Center  at these  s ites  !

“The las t  word  
in ignorance  is 
the man who asks  
o f  an animal  or 
p la n t :  ‘what  good  
is i t ? ’”

- - A l d o  L e o p o l d

mailto:spwrc@hub.ofthe.net
http://www.spwrc.org
http://www.lubbock360.com/communitv/nonprofit/spwrc/listing.asp
http://www.leas.bizland.com/spwrc.htm
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Siafaty £ a a e !
Caring f o r  wi ld l i f e  yo u n g s te r s

• '  r

P l l O t O S  by Mike  M c D o n a ld  The l i t t le  robins  are cute,  the co t ton ta i l s  are w a rm
and fuzzy,  and the baby d u ck l ings  are a del ight .  The deer  
fawns s teal  your  heart .  But ,  th is  is only the beg inning !
From the moment  an adm iss ion  comes th ro ugh  our doors ,  
we know the one word that  appl ie s  to car ing for these  
wi ld l i fe  youngsters :  WORK!

The smal ler  the animal ,  the more time it will  require 
to care for,  ra ise  and feed.  Many o f  our-pat ients  weigh in 
at 15 grams ( o n e - h a l f  ounce)  and somet imes  less.  Many 
infan t  b i rds  and mam mals  are unable  to even regula' te 
the i r  body tempera tu re ;  w i thou t  fur or fea th ers ,  many are 
in s tan t  ca n d id a t e s  for one o f  our i n cuba to r s .  The hea l t hy  
animals  are one th ing,  but  the s ick and in jured are quite 
another .  An im al s  tha t  are s t re ssed  of ten  re qui re
em ergency  care i f  they are to survive ,  inc lud ing  t r ea tment  for shock or proi 
adm in i s t r a t i o n  o f  an t ib io t i c s  for a lace ra t ion  or in fec t ion.  The dehydra ted  < 
m a ln o u r i sh ed  are g iven IV f lu ids ,  or tube . feedings .

Other s  r equ ir e  spec ia l  formulas :  co t t on ta i l s ,  raccoon s ,  fawns. -Mockin 
and Barn swal lows  requ ire  l ive supp lem en ts  such as cr icket s ,  whi le  the adu 
h u m m in g b i rd  needs  nectar .  A few pat i en t s  re qui re  vet er inary  t r ea tment ,  su 
bro ken  shel l  or,a F l i c k e r ’s broken  beak.  Some require  surgery  for a f racture 
and our vet er inar ians  from Animal  Medical  Center,  D r . ,Larry  Farley, Dr. Roj; 
and Dr. Lane Pfps ton v o lun tee r  the i r  t ime and serv ices  to care for these  anil 

Baby bi rds  are the m o s t  labo r  in tens ive ,  wi th the smal le s t  r equ ir ing fo 
every  t h i r t y  minutes , .  14 to 15 hours a day. Older  b i rds  in the three  to four  o 
co n t inue  to eat  abou t  every  45 m inutes  to an hour.  The average  t ime a youn 
us var ie s  d ep e n d in g  upon the spec ie s ,  and some s im ply  deve lop  fa s te r  that 
s eve n-d ay  old Blue j a y ’s ty p ica l  stay is abou t  two to three  weeks ,  wi th anoi 
two in the aviary.  You migh t  be in te re s t ed  to know that  Pur ina  brand Cat Ch 
Science  Diet  Fel ine  Growth dry cat foods , .when soaked,  provide  a nut r i t ion 
food for in fan t ,  f l ed g l in g  and adu l t  b i rds .  Dur ing  “baby  s e a s o n , ” the Cente 
f ive pounds  o f  dry food each day! As for l arger  b i rds ,  l ike raptors ,  a large h 
be wi th us for  months ,  co n v a le sc in g  af te r  an in jury  or a surgi ca l  pr ocedure  
are our  b ig g e s t  food c o n su m er s ,  of ten  ea t ing  up to a h a l f  a pou nd of  food p 

Unusua l  adm is s ions  o ccas io n a l ly  ar r ive,  i nc l udi ng snapp ing turtles-, G 
he rons ,  a P ro n g h o rn ,  p o rc u p in e  or warbler .  We have also had a l l iga to rs  anc 
crocodi le !  O ther  u ncom m on  v is i to rs  inplude a badger ,  Indigo snake,  tat tere 
b u t t e r f ly  and R in g - t a i l e d  cat.  Al l need spec ia l  care,  d iet ,  and hous ing durir  
wi th  us.  Cap t ive  hab i t a t  tha t  works  for a n igh t  heron  is not  su i table  for a Re 
a Burrow ing  owl must  be made to feel  secure  as he would  in his undergroun 
Barn owl p re fe rs  a h igh roost  where  he wi l l  be comfo r tabl e  and have access 

One th ing  is for  sure ,  no day is ever  the same,  and no day is ever  bori r  
an im al s  come and go. Chaos  becomes  the norm, and the d i s t rac t ions  and ini 
become comm onp lace .  Every  now and then,  someone  d o e s n ’t l ike our advic 
but  we d o n ’t take it pe r sona l ly .  We co n t in u e  to ed ucat e ,  and do what we ca 
cr ea tu re  tha t  comes to stay awhi le .  Our hope for them is tha t  the day will  cc 
can again  leave ,  to run or fly f ree,  and take thei r  r ight ful  p laces  back in the

This  t i ny  sk unk  was brought - . to the 
Ce n te r  f or  care a f t e r  i ts m o th e r  was hi t 
by a car.

Above :  t h is  t r io  of  baby  rac co on s ,  f ound  
oh a f en ce  near  Buf fa lo  Sp r i ng s  Lake,  
had been ab an do ned  or  o rp ha ned .
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These  T h i r t e e n - l i ne d  g round  squ i r re l s  washed  
up a f t e r  heavy  rains  in June.  The a lb ino  ground 
squ i r re l  at  r ight  is a red f lag f or  p re da to rs .  To 
g i ve t his  an imal  a be t te r  chance  at su rv i va l ,  the 
a lb ino  wi l l  be re lea sed  on the C e n t e r ’ s prope r t y .

Above :  Sweet i e ,  adm i t t ed  to the Ce n te r  t h rough 
a Texas Parks  and W i ld l i f e  game warden ,  f r o l i c s  
in the C e n t e r ’ s enc lo sed ,  g rassy  area.  The fawn 
was found nea r  Swe e twa te r ,  Texas the f i r s t  
week  of  June-.

A note, about Mike McDonald:
M i k e ’s wi ldl ife photography is on 
display at K K ’s Craft Mall, booth T7 
at 66,h and Indiana in Lubbock.  We 
thank Mike f o r  his support o f  wi ldl i fe  
and f o r  donat ing the proceeds ; o f  his 
photographs  to the. Wildlife Center.

Mast er  Si te Plan  
wi l l  o f fer  wi ld l i fe  
i mpr ov ed  fac i l i t y

The Wildli fe  Center  is p leased to 
repor t  its expansion  plans  are 
underway as Phase  I o f  the Center  ’s 
Master  Site Plan is completed.

With a growing number  of 
animals  re ceiving  care each year and 
record admiss ions  in 2000,  the timing" 
c o u l d n ’t be bet ter .  Ip j u s t  a few 
weeks ,  all animáis receiving 
re hab i l i ta t ion  care will  be housed 
under  one ro o f  for the fi rst  t ime in 
our 12 years  o f  service!

Phase  I enta i l s  rep lac ing  the 
C e n t e r ’s cu r re n t  s to rage  s t ruc ture  
wi th a new bui ld ing  that  will  house 
admit ted  wi ldl ife while Phase II, the 
renovat ion  o f  the C e n t e r ’s three-  
s tory  barn,  takes  place .  This will  be 
the C e n t e r ’s most  am bi t ious  and 
cos t ly  projec t ,  as the fi rst  f loor will 
be wa l led  off,  insula ted ,  p lumbed, 
f loored ,  hea ted  and cooled.  Once the 
■barn renovat ion is complete ,  it will  
be the pe r m an en t  home for the 
C e n t e r ’s animals .  The f i rst  bui ld ing 
wi ll  reve r t  to s torage  and include 
quar ters  for an intern.

The Center  is “ s e l l i n g ” square  
feet  o f  the new bui ld ing for $50 per 
square  foot  to help fund these 
improvements .  Donors will receive a 
cer t i f ica te  acknowledg ing their  gift ,  
and when renovát ions  are complete ,  
a p l aque wi th  the d o n o r ’s name,  
memorial  or other sentiment  will  be 
hung in the new faci li ty.  All 
con tr ibu t ions  to the Center  are tax
deduc t ib l e  to the extent  the law 
allows' ,  and the “p u r c h a s e ” of  square 
footage makes a great  gift!

The Cen ter  is focus ing  its 
en e rg ies  on Phas es  I and II in the 
shor t  term,  but  the Mas te r  Site Plan 
also includes  an Env iron men ta l  
E duca t ion  center  (Phase  III) in the 
future .  This will  al low the Center  to 
offer  more  educat ional  p rograms that  
emphas iz e  the conse rv a t ion  of 
wi ld l i fe  and other  natura l  resources .
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Volunteer  S p o t l i g h t :  Car la  D a v i s

Working with animals “a dream come t ru e ”
Carla Davis is a f ive-yea r  veteran wi th the Wildl ife  Center.  She 

was born in Bal t imore ,  Maryland  and moved to Lubbock  in 1988. She 
has a b a c h e l o r ’s degree  in p sy ch o lo g y  f rom the U n ive r s i t y  o f  Kansas ,  
and a m a s t e r ’s degree  in early  ch i ldhood  educat ion  from Texas Tech 
Univers i ty .  Car la  was the p re s id en t  an d ' founder  o f  the Nat ive  Am er ican  
Student  As soc ia t ion  at TTU f r o m l 9 9 2 - 9 3 .  Her des i re  to work wi th 
animals  d eve lo ped  when she was very  young.  “ I a lways  w an ted to work 
wi th animals ,  especia l ly  b i rds ,  since I watched  M utua l  o f  O m a h a ’s Wild 
Kindgom  as a smal l  chi ld ,” Car la  exp la ins .  “ T h a t ’s how I learned'  
in jured wi ld b i rds  could  be g iven a second  chance  .at l i f e . ”

Carla feels her  dream of  work ing with  animals  has come t rue.  She 
en joys  the ch a l l enges  and unusua l  an im al s  en co u n te red  at the Cen te r  
tha t  she wou ld  not o the rw is e  have seen o r n o t i c e d .  “ I neve r  know what  
I will  f ind when I come in to w o r k , ” Carla says.  She has a par t icu lar  
fo ndness  Tor the C e n t e r ’s ed u c a t io n a l  bobca t ,  Bobby,  and she has 
enjoyed working wi th o ther  mammals  at the Center  as well ,  inc luding 
deer  fawns,  ra ccoons ,  sq u i r r e l s  and rabb i ts .  Working wi th the ra p to r s  ' 
is ano the r  source  o f  en joym en t  for Carla.  She has fed babies ,  f lown 
hawks and owls on the creance ,  and helped to ad m in i s te r  medica l  care.  
C a r l a ’s f a v o r i t e  an im al s  to work wi th ,  however,  are baby p igeons  and 
song bi rds .  -

We are g ra te fu l  to Car la  for the coun t l e s s  hours  o f  t ime she has 
g iven to the  C en te r  over  the yea rs .  Las t  yea r  a lone ,  she put  in over  200 
hou rs ,  not-to m en t io n  the h u n d re d s  o f  hours  she spen t  at home doing 
o ther  th ings  to b e n e f i t  the Center .  C.arla has  qui te  a few pets  o f  her 
own,  in c lu d in g  a cat,  f ive f inches ,  fo ur  par ro t s  and seven pigeons .  
'“ E veryone  who kno ws  me know,s tha t  I am pas s io n a te  about  my bi rds ,  
b o rd e r in g  on i n s a n i t y ! ” she j ok es .

While  v o lu n te e r in g  at the Cen ter  is a lways  a great  educa t iona l  
expe r i ence ,  Car la  nu r t u re s  her  love for wi ld l i f e  even when s h e ’s not  at 
the Center.  “ I am on a num ber  o f  In te rn et  b i rd  and wi ld l i f e  l ists ,  and I 
read as much as I c a n , ” Car l a  says.  “ I am also  lear n ing  to ra ise  l ive 
in sect s  for  my b i r d s . ”

- ■ Car la  is a wonde rfu l  v o lu n tee r  and a lways  ready  for any th ing.  She 
can feed songb i rd s ,  rear  co t to n t a i l s ,  work wi th  ra p to r s  and c lean cages  
wi th  the bes t  o f  us! Thanks ,  Car l a  for all  you do!

S p e c i e s  p r o  f i l e :  I n c a  D o v e

A M oc k in g b i rd  “ d i ve bombs"  
t h i s  cat  to p ro tec t  Its nest .

R o a m i n g  cats  
th r ea t en  w i ld l i f e
Every week, the Wildl ife 
Center admits birds and other 
wi ldl ife that fall vict im to free- ■ 
roaming cats. These cats are 
not only a threat  to wi ldl ife,  
but more suscept ible to 
disease and t ragedy like auto 
accidents.  Through its Cats 
Indoors!  campaign,  the - 
American Bird Conservancy 
encourages cat owners to keep 
thei r  cats indoors,  on a leash-, 
or in outdoor enclosures  or cat  
runs.  Cats Indoors l  also 
advocates  laws, regula t ions,  
and pol icies  to protec t  cats 
and bi rds,  inc luding the 
humane removal  of  free- 
roaming cats from areas 
impor tant  to wi ldl ife.  For tips 
on how to make the t rans i t ion 
to keeping your cat indoors,  
p lea se  v is i t  
www.abcb irds .o rg /  
c a ts in d o o rs .h tm

Dark, brick-red colorat ion on underside of wings  
dist inguishes Inca doves from Mourning doves

The Inca  dove is a  more 
d im in u t iv e  dove spec ie s  than the 
Mou rn ing  dove,  wi th  gray 
“ s ca l lo p e d ” looking  fea thers .  
One of  most  d i s t in c t i ve  t ra i t s  of  
these  b i rd s  is the “ r u f o u s , ” or 
dark,  br ick- red  colo ra t ion on the 
u n d e r s id e s  o f  the  I n c a ’s wings .

As y o u n g s t e r s ,  these  b i rds  
somew ha t  re sem ble  Mourning  

/ doves ,  but  th is  f i e ld  m ark  on the 
wing qu,ickly sets one species  
apa r t  f rom the other.  Inca  doves

are s l ight ly smal ler  and s l immer  
than M o u rn in g  doves .  The smal l  
nes ts  are made  o f  tw igs  and 
s t icks ,  and may be l ined (or 
unl ined )  wi th  grass .  Dove species  
do not  a l w ays  choos e  a “ s e c u r e ” 
spot to bui ld ,  and nes t s  are of t en  
t op p led  dur ing  ra in  or wind 
s to rm s.  Two eggs are laid,  and 
in cu b a te d  for abou t  15 days . 
Youngsters are fed “ crop m i lk ” 
l ike o ther  mem bers  o f  the dove 
and pigeon  famil ies .  The a d u l t s ’

diet  is a lm os t  exc lu s ive ly  seeds.  
Inca  dove p o p u la t i o n s  have 
g re at ly  ex p an d ed  th ro ughou t  
Lub b o ck  over  the pas t  20 years .  
Inca  doves  have a d i s t in c t i v e ,  
p la in t ive  call .  They are eas ily  
a t t r a c t ed  to b i rd  feeder s .  As wi th 
o ther  b i rds ,  leave  un in ju re d  
y o u n g s t e r s  a lone  to be ca red  for 
by parent s .  Many bi rds  no rm al ly  
spend a few days  on the  ground  
p r io r  to per fe c t i ng  thei r  f lying 
skills.

http://www.abcbirds.org/


----------------------------------- -—:-------------------------1 T h e  M o c k i n g b i r d  C h r o n i c l e s    ---------------------------------------------------------

M exican  gray  wo l f  r ec o v e r y  ef for ts  pay ing o f f
While wol f  recovery  ef forts 

in the Northern  Rockies  have 
f lour ished,  s imilar  programs in 
the Southwest  aimed at res tor ing 
the Mexican gray wol f  (El Lobo) 
have progressed  more slowly.

Once abundant  in its home 
ter r itory ,  this species was' nearly 
wiped out. in the 19th century  as 
the result  of  federal  programs to 
des troy predators .  Through a 
program of  re lent less  shooting 
and poisoning , - few wolves  
remained,  and by 1945 no wolves 
were known to live in Arizona 
outside captivi ty.  This species  
was l i sted as endangered in .19:74.

In 1990, p lanning for the 
ré in t roduc t ion began,  and 77 
percent  of  Arizonans  favored the 
idea. At the same time,  plans  were

in place to re imburse  ranchers for ' 
documented loss of l ivestock to 
wolves.  The w o l f ’s dietary 
mainstay  is elk, a l though some 
l ives tock is inevi tably  taken.  The 
Blue Range Mountains ,  a 1,576- 
square-mile  pr imit ive area in 
Arizona,  was chosen as the new 
home for the wolves.

In D'ecember of 1998, Wildlife 
Center  Director Carol Mitchel l  
had the pr ivi lege of going to 
southeas tern  Arizona as a U.S.
Fish and Wildl ife Service (FWS) 
volunteer .  There she was par t  of a 
team ass igned to t rack a captive- 
reared radio -col lared  male and. 
female Mexican gray wolf,  two of , 
eleven wolves  re in t roduced to' the 
Blue Range recovery  area in 
March of 1998.

Despite the rebound,  El Lobo 
faces many peril s,  inc luding auto 

• col l i sions , disease and i l legal 
shoot ing.  Two individuals  
recent ly pled guilty to charges of 
ki ll ing two of four wolves that 
have been shot in the last two 

, years.  FWS will  continue 
invest igating the unsolved cases 

. of i l legal  deaths.
Today, five packs (about 20 

wolves) are in the recovery area, 
and another pack of eight awaits 
re lease in the accl imation pen. 
FWS hopes the populat ion will 
grow to 100 by the year 2002, and 
that expanded populat ions  will 
disperse throughout  the Apache 
Nat ional  Fores t in Arizona and 
the Gila Nat ional  Fores t in New 
Mexico.

Debbie Tennyson now 
appren t ice  fa lco n er

Congratula t ions  to Wildl ife Center 
Manager  Debbie Tennyson, who recent ly 
became an apprent ice falconer!

D ebb ie ’s New Year’s resolut ion was to ' 
take time for he rse l f  and enjoy life a li t t le 
more.  She decided that becoming a. falconer  
would sat isfy th ismeed,  as well  as increase 
her overal l  know ledge 'o f  raptors.  This 
would also teach her new techniques  used 
to work with birds of prey fn need of 
condi t ioning pr ior  to release.

“First  yea r” raptors are inexper ienced 
hunters.  While they may have the natural  
ins tincts  to ki l l ,  they ca n ’t always catch a 
meal.  Studies show that only about 10 
percent of these birds survive, the first  few 
months of life; most end up dying of 
starvat ion,  exposure  to pesticides, ,  auto 
coll i sions,  -electrocution and other hujnan- 
re la ted causes.  Falconers can help improve 
the odds of survival  by teaching raptors 
bet ter  hunt ing techniques and other 
cri t ical  skills./*

D ebb ie ’s sponsor was Lubbock 
res ident Joe Bill Rogers,  who for many 
years was a fa lconer  and ju s t  renewed his 
permits the previous year. Joe Bi ll . taught 
her many things,  and in a few months will 
help Debbie trap her first  bird,  a Red- tai led  
hawk or an American kest rel .  Debbie will 
work with this bird for about two years 
before she re leases  it back into the wild 
with a bet ter  chance of survival!

Focus on Nature ™  b v  R o c h e l l e  M a s o n

The A M E R IC A N  P E R E G R I N E  FALCON (Falcoperegrinus  
' anat iim)  is c row-s ized ,  dark gray above and pale below 

wi th s t reaks and bars.  The female may be up to 1/3 larger  
than the male  and pai rs  mate for l ife.  Long,  pointed  wings 
enable  this rap to r  to s toop (dive)  up to 180 mph in orde r  to 
s t r ike  its prey cons i s t ing  o f  ducks ,  p igeons  and smal ler  
b i rds .  It typ ica l ly  nes ts  on c l i ffs  and inhab i t s  open 
coun try  near  r iver s ,  lakes  and shor e l ines  but  now also 
l ives  in urban areas and nes ts  on sk yscraper s .  Overa l l ,  
popu la t ions  have re covered well  enough (mainly  from the 
U.S.  ban on DDT)-that  the per eg r i ne  has been removed  
from the federa l  endangered  species  l i st  a f ter  29 years.  
P lease  donate  your  t ime or money to a nature  conse rv a t ion  
o rg a n iz a t io n  to help  co n t inue  the success  o f  endangered  
spec ie s  recovery .  © 1998-2 000  R o ch e l le  Mason.  ■ 
w w w .r m a s o n f in e a r t s . c o m . (877) 726-1544

E d i t o r ’s note:  “Focus  on Nature™ ” is wri t ten  and i l lus trat ed  
by a r t i s t  R o ch e l l e  Mason.  Mason dona tes  the use o f  “Focus  
on Na ture ™  ” to n o n - p r o f i t  e n v i r o n m en ta l  o r g an i za t i ons  ’ 
n ew s le t t e r s  to help p r o m o t e  aw a ren ess  o f  en d a n g ered  species.

http://www.rmasonfinearts.com
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A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s
Every  day,  su p po r te r s  o f  the Wi ld l i f e  Ce n te r  o ffe r  m u c h -n e e d e d  co n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t ime,  money,  sup p l i e s  and se rv ices .  
The Ce n te r  wo u ld  l ike  to tha nk  the hu n d re ds  o f  peop le  who make  it p o ss i b le  for  us to ca re  for  and re l eas e  a g rowi ng
nu mb er  o f  an i ma l s .  On beha

Bu i ld in g  co n s t ru ct io n
We thank the fol lowing  
people for  paving the way 
for  Phase I construction: 
Rand y  H enson ,  C i ty  of r  
Lubbock
Ch e s t e r  Ca r the l ,  C i ty  o f  
Lubbock
Ter ry Ho lem an ,  Hugo 
Reed  & A ss oc ia te s  
Stan Weaver,  A t to rn ey  
J. Dav id  N e l s on ,  A t to rn ey  
and Ci ty  C ou nc i lm an  
Max Ince ,  pas t  Ci ty 
Counc i lman
Bob Cass ,  Ci ty M an age r  
Ter ry E l l e rb r oo k ,  Zon ing  
Board  M em be r  
Ed Pr i ce,  A t t o r n ey  and 
Wi ld l i f e  Ce n te r  Board  
M e m b e r

S up pl ie s  and serv ic es
Ad ob e  Sy s tems  
An imal  Me dica l  C e n te r  , 
B l u e b o n n e t  Feed 
(Caro l  and Bob Wyl ie)
Br en t  A nd er se n  
Are a  Wide  Me dic a l ,  Inc.  
( J e f f  Jen k in s )
Ang ie  A sp aug h  
Wanda Bi l l ings  
R i t a  Brook s  
Mary '  Cas t l e inan  
L e w r i e  Close  
Je ss i c a  Ca r r i z a l e s  
Sarah  D a g h i s t a n y  
The D oo r  ( T h o m as  Payne  
and Cody  Shores )
J im E pp l e r  
Jes se  Fagan
D or i s  & D enn i s  F an n i ng  
Dr.  L a r r y  Far ley  
G af f o r d  B ro th e r s  
G e b o ’s (Dick  C r ig g e r  and 
M a rsh a l l  H o lmes)
John & Mary  Gi l l a s  
T he re s a  Gree r  
Jack  Hensh a l l  
Sue Hill  
H u b N e t  
Dav id  Kel l e r  
K L BK -T V  
Rob Lee
Lubbock Avalanche- 
Journal
Ro c he l l e  Mason

f o f  the Ce n te r  and the wi ld l i i

S up p l i e s / s e r v ic e s .  c o n t ’d .
Vonda Mas te r s  
Mike  M cD on a l d  
Wyman Mein ze r  

1 Er i c Ne l son
Pet s  P lus  (R ic ha rd  Evans )
P ip e r s  Craf t s
Ka th y  P h i l l ip s
Kay Pryce
Mar la  R i d d l es p u r g e r
Je rr i e  Rodgers
S a n d y ’s Pet  G roo m ing
Sher ri  Shef f i e ld
Ri ta  Shewmake
Leanna  Smith
Mike Smith
Roy and Ce c i l i a  Stapp
S t .E l i g i u s  Studio
(Steve  Tee ter s )
A b b y  Swic kard  
Rick Tennyson  
Dr. Susan  Toml inson  
U ni t e d  Groc e ry  
Bi l l  Van Pel t

$1 ,000  and up
Ter ry and  Marcy  Taylor

$500  to $999
Gyna & D ay v id  Cole

$100  to $499
A l t u r a  En erg y  Ltd.
(M ar io  Moren o)
Ca r ré  Avian 
John & Chr i s t i e  B i l l ing  
Fay  & D av id  Bi l l in g s l ey  
Thu rn  & B a rb a ra  Bi rge  
Tra v i s  & L isa  B ru s t e r  
D av id  & L ew r i e  Close  
Dr. L a r r y  & M a r i o n  Far l ey  
John  & Mary  Gi l l a s  
G o de k e  L ib ra ry  
M arc ie  & D av id  Har tma n  
H u tc h i n s o n  Jr. High 
H is to r i a n s  (Lo nn ie ,  
Wheele r)
Joyc e  Kom ko v  
Rob  Lee 
Joyc e  L i senby  
L u b b o c k  A pa r tm e n t  
As soc .
Max & A lz a d a  Malone  
M e l in da  Mason  
John  Sc P a t r i c i a  Marx 
Ed Mason
S uze t t e  M c C u tc h eo n

we se rve ,  TH ANK  YOU!

$100 to $499 .  c o n t ’d
Renee  Meu nie r  
N o rm an  and  Erin Orr  
Kathy  Ph i l l ip s  
Aaron  & Shel ly  Ross 
Sc ience  Spec t rum 
(Sand y  and Alan Henry)

$50 to $99
Animal  Me dica l  Ce n te r  
Eton & Lador a  Aufel l  
Ba rba ra  & Thoma s  Cozel  
Gai l  & Don  Dav ies -  
Lar ry  & Li sa  Gi l l i l and  
Pat  & Jim Harr i s  
Ji l l  & Dave Haukos  
Jack  & Ruth H ens ha i l  
Russe l l  & Susan Horne 
Jay & Cha r lene  Mc Co l lu m 
Amy Mi l l e r  
Dr. T. Ra ma mo h an  
Dr. & Mrs.  Ron Rap in i  
E l l en  Roo t s  & Toby 
M cB r i de
Dr. & Mrs.  Ch ar l e s
■Shields
B.R.  S inclai r
Lean na  Smith
Donna  Snow
C an dia  Thew
Dr. Chr i s  and Jan i s  Whi te
Bob & Pat  Wise
Dav id  & Lesa Wood
Fred & Pat  Z im m er m an

$15 to $49
Susan A nd rew s
Herb  & Kathy  Bo a t w r i g h t
B a rb a ra  Brown
T r i c ia  Brown
Mar l a  Ca rve r
M el ind a  C h r i s t e s so n
Duan e  & Joan Chr i s t i an
Shar i 'Cobb
Judy  Cr i s w e l l
Ken Dixon
Mr. and Mrs.  J.E.  Epker t
S tar l a  Ewan
Lee & L.ulayne Fer r i s
T ina  F uen te s
Dann y  & M a gg ie  H an c o ck
Aimee  Haske w
Kara  & H ub er t  Haw ley
Hugh  Haynes
T.G. H er r i n g
Susan  H o o k ■
Mike  Hoo per

$1 5 to $49.  c o n t ’d
Janet  Kit ten  
M ar l en e  Le iby  
Dori s  Love
Don & Be ver ly  Mc Be a t h  
Mike  Mc Do n a ld  
Karen  & Dwigh t  
M c D o n a ld
The M c Ha ney  fami ly  • 
Sharon  M c W ho r te r  
Joe & Jewel  Moga"n . ’ 
"Will iam and Marion  
P a s e w a rk  
K im b e r l y  Payne 
Lu d im Pedro za  
Ju l i a  Pe ne lope . .
Mrs.  Edw ard  Rave
Carol  & P a t r i c k  Rob er t son
Je rr i e  Rodgers
Victo r  & I sabel  Rodr iguez
Mr. & Mrs.  Sco t t  Sehon
Abbey  Swick ard
Debb ie  T he rw an ge r
Den i se  & Je r ry  Toml inson
Jim & Jan Turs i
Chas  & Sara Vancy -
L ar r y  & Pat ty  Vicker s
Dav id  & Marc ia  Wester
Lynn W h i t f i e ld
Mark  & Li sa  Woolve r ton

High Schoo l  Interns
Je ss i ca  C a r r i z a l e z  (LHS)  
Jason Cor ley  (LCHS) 
Cl i f ton  Eade  (LHS)  
Michae l  Parks  (LHS)
Annie  Sp ikes  (LHS) 
T if fany  Ye lving ton 
(LCHS)

Gift  to honor
Abbey  Swickard  gave a 
gi f t  in honor  o f  Edna 
Bu s t e r  and  her  daugh te r s ,  
Paula  and Sandra.

M e m o r i a l
John & Mary  Gi l l a s  and 
Jul i a Pene l ope  gave 
do n a t io n s  in m em or y  o f  
L inda  S tew ar t  Carne i ro .

Adop t ion
Aaron  & She l ly  Ross 
ad op te d  the C e n t e r ’s 
educ a t ion a l  bobca t ,
Bobby .



S u p p o r t  the South  P la ins  W i ld l i f e  R e h a b i l i t a t io n  Center !
Please cons ider  beco m in g  a m em b er  and help ou r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  care  for  wildl ife.  Jus t  complete  this  form and 
a t t ac h  a check made  payabl e  to South P la ins  Wildl ife Re h a b i l i t a t i o n  Center,  Inc.  Your c o n t r i b u t io n  is tax 
deduct ib le  to the extent  the law allows,  and because  the Center  is a local ,  a l l -vo lun tee r  o rga n iz a t i o n ,  your 
funds  stay in the c o m m u n i t y ' a n d  direct ly suppor t  wildl ife!

Y o u r  n a m e : □ B e n e f a c t o r '$500

O r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  g r o u p : ' □ P a t r o n $ 1 0 0

A d d r e s s :  \ ^ □ S u p p o r t i n g  M e m b e r ' $ 5 0

C i t y :  S t a t e :  Z i p : □ O r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  G r o u p $ 3 0

P h o n e :  e - m a i l : □ F a m i l y  M e m b e r s h i p $ 2 5

Please  m a i l  this f o r m  a n d  y o u r  d o n a t i o n  to: □ I n d i v i d u a l  M e m b e r s h i p $ 2 0

C a r o l  M i t c h e l l ,  c / o  S o u t h  P l a i n s  W i l d l i f e  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  C e n t e r  
3 1 0 1  7 7 th St .  L u b b o c k ,  TX 7 9 4 2 3 □ S t u d e n t  o r  S e n i o r  C i t i z e n  $ 15

The South Plains Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, Inc. is an all-volunteer, 501(c)3 non-profit organization that cares fo r more \ 
| than 1,000 animals each year. The Cmter'is state andfederally licensed, but is not funded  by either regulatory agency. I
I________________________ 1 ____ _________________________ _____________________ _________ ;-------------- 1 -------— --------- 1

- T h e  M o c k i n g b i r d  C h r o n ic le

SWPRC wish list
The Wildl ife Center has many needs,  but we current ly have a 

cri t ical  need for the fol lowing suppl ies  and services:

FOOD
Purina brand Cat Chow 
Science Diet  Fel ine Growth (dry 
food)
Science Diet  Canine Maintenance 
(dry food)
Strained baby ' food (frui t  & meat) 
G o a t ’s" milk (canned or fresh) 
KMR brand formula (
Pedia ly te

LINENS
Towels wi thout  fr inges 
Soft baby blankets 
Cloth diapers

KITCHEN APPLIANCES
New Cuisinart  food processor 
(with a t tachments)
New blender

OFFICE SUPPLIES
New fax machine 

_ New copy machine 
Phone and answering machine 
Fiskar scissors

MISCELLANEOUS
Pop-up t issues 
Liquid bleach 
Liquid laundry detergent  ■ 
Water hoses and nozzles 
Large plas tic s torage bins 
Gas-powered push lawn 
mower and weed eater .
Gift  cer t i f ica tes for grocery 
stores,  pet  stores,  home 
improvement  stores

SERVICES
Electr ic ian

A n o t h e r  wish g r a n t e d !

A new gas-powered pump fo r  the 
C en te r ’s smal l duck pond has truly 
revolut ionized the cleaning process,  
saving eight hours o f  work each 
week! This allows more time fo r  
direct  care and feed ing  o f  wildlife.  
Thanks to Kay Pryce as well as 
Marshal l  Holmes and Dick Crigger 
o f  G e b o ’s f o r  grant ing this wish!

Your donat ions  ̂ really make a 
di fference! I f  you can help with any 
o f  the items on our list, p lease call 
Debbie Tennyson at 799-2142.  
Volunteers are always needed as 
well, so i f  you have ju s t  two hours a 
week, we need you!  Tasks range from  
hands-on animal  care to grounds  
maintenance and admini s t rat ive .

. ass is tance .

What do you  think about the “new look ” of  the Mock ingb ird  
Chron ic les? Send your opinion to spwrc@ hub.o fthe.net .
The Wildl i fe  Center thanks Adobe Systems for donat ing  
software that offers improved layout and design capabil ities  
for the newsletter and other documents!

mailto:spwrc@hub.ofthe.net


The moment  of re lease:
Every day, the Wildl ife Center strives to give 

the animals in our care “ a second chance at l i fe .” 
An injured animal may be with us a couple of 
days, a few weeks,  or several  months before 
release,  depending on the injury. But no mat ter 
how long or short  the stay, the moment  of re lease’ 
is what our work is all about.

Throughout  June and 
July, scor.es of robins,  jays,  
mockingbirds ,  Mourning and 
Inca doves,  Grackles and 
Mal lards  were released,  along 
wi th two Texas horned l izards,
15 Box turt les,  a Common 
snapping turt le.  Red-eared 
slider,  and a Red fox. Add to 
that  a number of cot tontai l s,  
opossums and jackrabb i ts  as 
well as ground and gray 
squirrels .  The Center also 
re leased more than a.dozen 
Barn owls (endangered in / 
some midwestern  states)-, American kest re ls ,  and 
Miss iss ippi 'k i t es .  With each re lease,  we feel a 
sense of  accompl ishment  and joy as the animals 
re turn  to thei r  wild habi tats.

While we do everything in our power to 
successful ly  rehabil i tate injured animals,  their 
s tories do not always have happy endings,  and we 
exper ience p lenty of  hear tbreak at the Center.  On 
June 25, a Brown pelican (an Endangered species

what  rehab is all about!
in several  states),  was admit ted to the Center  with 
a fracture of  the left  humerus . The bird had been 
hit. by a boater at Buffalo Springs Lake. We thank 
Texas Parks and Wildl ife Department  game warden 
Andy Carr for bringing the injured bird to us for 
care.  Brown pel icans  dive for fish, and he may

have been hit during a dive-. We 
can only speculate,  but it was 
certainly a tragedy. The pel ican 
underwent  surgery the next day, 
and Dr. Roger Freund of Animal  
Medical  Center inser ted  a 
s tainless steel pin to s tabi lize 
the fracture.  Unfor tunately,  the 
bird died about an hour after 
surgery. We are aware of only 
two Brown pel icans  that  have 
been on the South Plains during 
the last 1-2 years.

Just  one day later,  we 
picked up a Turkey vul ture in 
East  Lubbock:  Its right  wing 

was broken,  probably as the result  of  hi t t ing  a 
u t i l i ty wire.  Fractured at the shoulder  jo in t ,  it was 
an i r reparable injury, and the bird was euthanized.

All of  these stories,  both happy and sgd, are 
par t  of the work we do at the Wildlife Center,  and 
all are a reminder  that  these wonderful  animals are 
in our midst.  Many more will  have a second 
chance at l ife,  and most of  all, freedom,  thanks  to 
the many people who support  our mission.

This  badg e r  was r e h ab i l i t a te d  at SPWRC 
and re loca ted  to Boi se ,  I daho in 1998.

Mockingbird chronicles. 
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