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ceived with great applaufe.  Mr. Whifton nei-
ther doubted of the truth of the deluge, nor of
the authenticity of the facred writings. But, as
phyfics and aftronomy occupied his principal
attention, he miftook paffages of holy writ for
phyfical facts, and for refults of afironomicat
obfervations; and fo firangely jumbled divinity
with human feience, that he has given birth to
the moft extraordinary fyftem that perhaps ever
did or ever will appear.
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A'R T LGLE I
OF Burnet's Theory *.

R. BurNET is the firlt author who difco-

vered enlarged views of the prefent fub-
je@, andwho treated of it in a fyftematic manner.
He was a man of genius and of tafte : His work
acquired great reputation, and was of courfe,
criticifed by many of the learned, and, among

others, by Mr. Keill, who nizing the fub-
jet as a geometer, demonftrated the errors of
Burnet's theory in a treatife entitled, 4 exami-
nation of the Theory of the Earth. Mr. Keill
likewife refuted the {yflem of Whifton 3 but he
treated the latter in @ manner very different
from the former. He even appears, in many
* Thomas Barnet. Telluris theoria facra, orbis noflri eriginem.
et mutationes generaler, quas 2ot jam fubiit, aut olim fubitaros

o, complediens. Londint 1651,
particulars,
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particulars, to adopt the opinions of Whifton s
and confiders the notion, that the deluge was
accafioned by the tal of a comet as exceedingly
probable.  But, to return o Burnet: His book
is written with clegance.  He knows how to
paint the grandelt images and the moft magni-
ficent feenes.  Hlis plan is elevated ; but, being
defe@ive in proper materials, he often fails in
¢ execution.  His reafonings and his proofs
are fecble; but the boldnefs with which he
writes makes the reader lofe fight of all his im-
perfections.
He begins with alleging, that the carth, be-
fore the deluge, was very different from what
Tt was at firf, fays he, a fluid maf,
compofed of matters of every fpecies, and of all
kinds of figures, the heaviet of which defeend-
entre, and formed a hard and folid
‘The waters took their ftation round this
rofe above the water.
Thaus, betw coat of air, and that of water,
a coat of oily matter was interpofed. But, as
the air was then full of impurities, and contain-
ed great quantities of earthy particles, thefe gra-
dually fubfided upon the coat or ftratum of oil,
and formed a_cruft compofed of earth and oil :
This cruft wasthe firft habitable partof the earth,
and the firlt abode of man and other animals.
The land thus formed was light, fat, and
adapted to cherifh the tendernefs of the origi-
tal germs. The. furface of the carth was level
and
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and uniform, without mountains, feas, or other
inequalities. But it remained in this fate abour
fixteen centuries only 3 for the heat of the fun
gradually drying the cruft, produced, at frft,
fuperficial fifures or cracks only ; but, in pro-
cefs of time, thefe fiffures penctrated deeper, and
increafed fo much in their dimgnfions, that, at
laft, they entirely perforated the cruft. In an
inftant, the whole carth fplit in pieces, and fell
into the great abyfs of waters which it former-
ly furrounded. This wonderful event was the
univerfal deluge.

But all thefe maffes of earth, in falling into
the abyfs, carried along with them vaft quanti=
ties of air, and they dathed againft each other,
and accumulated and divided {0 irregularly, that
great cavities filled with air were left between
them. The waters gradually opened paflages
into thefe cavities, and, in proportion as the c
vities were filled with the water, the furface of
the earth began to difeover itfelf in the moft
elevated places ; and, at laft, the waters appeared
10 where but in thofe extenfive valleys which
contain the ocean.  Thus our ocean is a part of
the ancient abyfs; the reft of it remains in the
internal cavitics, with which the fea has fill a
communication. Iflands and fea-rocks are the
fmall fragments, and continents are the large
mafles of the ancient cruft. As both the rupture
and fall of this eruft were cffected in a fodden
and confufed maner, it is not furprifing that

3 the
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the furface of the prefent earth fhould be full
of mountains, gulfs, phins, and irregularitics
of every kind.

This fpecimen is fufficient to give an idea of
Burnet’s fyflem. It is an elegant romance, a
book which may be read for amufement, but
cannot convey any inftruction. - The author was
ignorant of the chicf phwnomena of the carth,
and 2 man of no obfervation. He has drawn
every thing from imagination, which often adls
both againtt truth and reafon.
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ARTICLE 1IV.
Of the Syfem of Woodward #.

Or this author it may be faid, that he want-
ed to build an immenfe edifice upon a
foundation lefs firm than fand, and to conftruct
a world with duft; for, he afferts, that the carth,
at the time of the deluge, fuffered a total diffo~
lution. In perufing his book, the firft idea which
prefents itfelf is, that this diffolution was cffeted
by the waters of the great abyfs. He alleges,
that, at the command of God, the abyfs fudden-
ly opened, and diffufed fiich an enormous quan=
tity of water on the furface, as was fufficient
to cover the tops of the higheft mountains ; and

* Ao Effay towards the Natoral Hiftory of the Earth, by
John Woodward:
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