THE JAVELIN BA'Ts
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common bat; but that, inftead of having fix
oting teeth in the under jaw, fike moft of the
e fpecics, it has only four.  This bat, which
& Sery common in America, does not exift in
Furope.

o Sencgal, there is another bat with a mem-
brane on its nofe;; but this membrane, inftead
U Tefembling a javelin, or a horfe fhoe, as in
s and a former fpecies, has the figure of an

leaf. Thefe three bats, as they belong to
Giffoent climates, are not fimple varieties, but
diftinet fpeci . Daubenton has deferibed

‘« bat under the name of the leaf fat, in the
Menairs of the Academy of Scicucesy anr. 1759,

by
e bats, which are already greatly allied to

e birds by their flying, their wings, and the
rength of their pectoral mufles, feem to make
o 1l nearer approach by thefe crefls, or mem=
branes, on their face. Thefe redundant pars,
which, at firft fight, appear to be fuperfluous
Seformitics, are the real charaters, the vifible
fades, by which Nature has conne@ed thefe
fying quadrupeds to the birds; for mott of the
tier have memt and crefts round their

nd heads, which feem to be equally fuper=
flyous with thofe of the bats.
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SUPPLEMENT,

M. Pallas, who fent us deferiptions of tq
new bats, the figures of which we now give,
informs us, that the javelin bat, formerly deferiy.
ed, fhould not be confounded with the bat de.
feribed by Seba under the appellation of the cony
mon American bat. M. Pallas, after comparing
the two, aflures us, that they are very different
fpecies.  Our acknowledgments are due to M,
Pallas for pointing out this miftake.

He then gives a defeription of one of thefe
new bats, which is a native of India. He s
it cephalotte, becaufe its head is very large in
proportion to its body. ‘The neck s alfo more
difting, becaufe it is not fo thickly covered with
hair. The following is an extra@ from M,
Pallas’s defeription.

© This bat, hitherto unknow to the Natu-
¢ ralifts, is found in the Molucca iflands, from

‘which two females were fent to M. Schloffer
at Amfterdam. The female feems to produce
but one young. This conjefture is founded
on M. Pallas’s diffection of one of thefe fe-
males, in which he found one fectus.only.

< This bat,’ continues M. Pallas, ¢ differs from

all others in the tecth, which have fome re-
femblance to thofe of the moufe, or even of
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\ the hedge-hog, and appear to be rather deftin-
44 for cutting fruits than for devouring preys
\ The canine teeth of the upper jaw are fepa-
¢ rted by two fimall teeth.  In the under jas,
« thofe fmall tecth are wanting, and the two
« oanine tecth of the fame jaw are like the cut-
¢ ting teeth of a moufe.

I fhall here add a table of the number and
ement of the teeth in the bat-kind, com-

=L by M. Daubenton ;. from

municated to me

which it will appear, that the cephalotte, and
the o Gat, to be afterwards taken notice of,
ew fpeies difcovered by M. Pallas.
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¢ The tail of the cephalotte bat,’ fays M. Pal-
s, © is mot long, and is fituated under the
¢ membrane between the two. thighs.  The
< fgue of the noftils diftinguilhes it from
¢ every other bat. The form of the pupil ike-
¢ wife differs from that of every other bat. The
 breaft is broad, and has a greater refemblance
« to the breaft of a bird than any other fpecics.
¢ This animal is about 3 & inches long, and its
« wings extend above a foot in length.”

"The fecond fpecies of bats deferibed by M.
Pallas under the denomination of vefpertilio fo-
icinus, or (hrew bat, has no tail, and carries a
Jeaf or membrane on its pofe. It is the fmalleft
of thofe. kinds which want the tail, being only.
“bout tywo inches long, It is equally common
i the warmeft regions of America, the Caribbee
ilunds, and Surinam. Its figure feems to be
gven by Edwards, plate 2o1. fig. 1. The
muzzle of this bat is longer, and more flender
than in the other kinds. The tongue is re-
markable both for its length and fru@ure.  The
male and female hardly differ but in the organs
of generation.
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