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EMERGENCY!
Caring for  
animals  in 
crisis.

Dr. La r r y  Far ley of 
An imal  Med ica l  Cente r  
a d m in i s te rs  an es t he s ia  
to a hawk be fo re  
pe r fo rm in g  surgery .

Spr ing babies  ar r ive

A d m iss ion s  & re leases  
May f u n d r a is e r  rers-titts
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L e t t e r  f r o m  t he  D i r e c t o r

Children help inspire wildlife appreciation
The South Pla ins  Wildl ife  

Rehab i l i t a t ion  Center  is many 
th ings  to many people .  It is a . 
s an c tu a ry  and safe haven  for 
in jured,  ill,  or phaned  and 
di sp laced  wi ld animals  that  
re s ide  oh the Texas South 
Pla ins.  It is a site for f ield 
t r ips  for area school  ch i ldren 
to see amaz ing  animals  close 
up: a whi te  pel ican,  a Bald 
eagle,  a Turkey  vul tu re ,  and C a r o /  M i t c h e l l  
even a bobca t .

The Center  is a p lace  where  people  can call  on 
any given day and find out .answers  to w.ildlife- 
rel ' ated;ques tions , or seek help wi th wild l i fe  
“ c o n f l i c t s . ” It is the hub o f  m uch  ac t iv i ty  spring 
through  fall ,  when adm is s ions  sky rocket .  It is also 
an o rg an iz a t io n  whose  m iss ion  is to educa te  the 
pub l ic ,  going hand in hand wi th  the rehabi l i ta t ion ,  
facet.  Las t year,  49 wild l i fe  educat ion programs were 
p r e s e n t e d  to a r ea ,s chool s ,  Scout  g roups  and civic 
o rg an iz a t ions ,  and 2 1 p ro g ram s  have been given to 
date th is  year.  '  *

A fe l low r e hab i l i t a to r  on one o f  my e-mai l  l ists 
was  co m pla in ing  re cen t ly  tha t  s om et im es  the 
“ m e s s a g e ” see med lost  on you ng  ch i ld ren .  More  
eager  to re la te  the i r  cat  and dog s to r i es ,  they  d o n ’t 
rea l ly  have a hand le  on a prog ram a b o u tw i ld l i f e .  
Other  mem ber s  d i sagreed,  remark ing that  chi ldren 
are qui te  of ten  the k e y 'to ch an g in g  the way peop le  
thi'nk, beg in n in g  wi th the i r  parent s .

When we p re sen t  en v i ro n m en ta l  edu cat ion  
p ro g ram s ,  we take these  im p res s io n ab le  young 
m inds  and send a m es s ag e  o f  r e s p e c t  for  the 
c r ea tu re s  and land a r ound  us.  We teach 
c o n s e r va t io n  so tha t  fu tu re  g en e ra t i o n s  wi l l  be a"ble 
to en joy the g i f t s  we have at h a n d — gif ts  l ike 
Common barn  owls,  Tex'as ho rned  l izards,

■hummingbirds  and soar ing  eagles .  We ta lk  about  
p e s t i c id e  misuse  and ro aming  cats ,  and how these  
i s sues  re la te  to the so ngb i rd s  we enjoy in our  back 
yards .  We play  show and tel l  as we t each a b o u t t h e  

' wo n d e r fu l  ada p ta t io n s  tha t  enable  ra p to r s  to be 
e f fec t i ve  hun ters :  the i r  hook ed  beaks  and sharp 
t a lons  as well  as keen eyes ig h t  and hea r in g.  We 
po in t  out  why  they are so im p o r tan t .  We must  do the 
same p repara t i on  i f  we do a program for one child  or - 
fi l l  an audi to r iu m doing a p re sen ta t ion  for an enti re 
school ,  bul  i f  we change j u s t  one  p e r s o n ’s mind 
a b o u t w i l d l i f e  from a negat ive  or inacc ura te  idea to a 
p os i t iv e  one,  we have succ eeded .

A re cent  f r on t - page  new sp a p e r  a r t i c le  on. the 
Virginia  opossum re la ted  the high number  o f  calls 
coming in to local Animal  Service em ployees .  
Res iden ts  wan ted them re moved  and re located ,  and 
Animal  Services  obl iged,  even though  re locat ion  is 
se ldom in the bes t  in te re s t  o f  these  anim als ,  and 
of ten  unnec es sary .  We en courage  people  to enjoy  
the wi ld  animal  v i s i t ing  your  proper ty ,  but d o n ’t 
el im inate  it. Wi ldl i fe  Center  vo luntee rs  t ry very , - 
hard  to educ ate  and d ispel  fears  about  th is  and 
other  Wildlife species ,  and c lear up m isconcept ions ,  
un t ru ths ,  and old w i v e s ’ fa les .

Op ossums  are in nocu ous  animals  tha t  roam 
around look ing for an oppor tun i ty  .for a meal ,  l ike an 
u n a t t e n d e d  bowl  o f  dog food.  Why not  learn  about  
coex is t ing  wi th  these  and other  f a sc ina t ing  

' c r e a t u r e s  tha t  share  the land,wi th  us?
M er l in  Tut t le ,  au tho r i ty  on bats ,  shed some l ight 

on t h i s , s ub jec t  a few years  ago at the Texas Tech 
M useum.  When  en g inee rs  re co n s t ru c t ed  do wntow n  
A u s t i n ’s C o ngre s s  Avenue Br idge in 1980, they had 
no idea that  cr ev ices  unde r  the br idge  would  make 

' i d e a l  ba t  rea l  esta te .  A l though  bats re s id ed  there  for 
yea rs ,  it was head l ine  news when they sudden ly  
m oved  in by the  t housands .  Many  r e s id e n ts . r ea c ted

c o n t in u e d  on p a g e  three

The M o c k in g b i r d  C h ro n ic le s  is a q u a r t e r l y  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  the S ou th  P l a i ns  W i l d l i f e  R eh a b i l i t a t i o n  C en t e r  ( SP WR C) .  SPWRC 
is an a l l - v o l u n t e e r ,  5 0 1 (c ) 3  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t ha t  ca r es  f o r  o r p ha n ed ,  i n j u r ed ,  i l l  and d i s p l a ce d  wi l d  a n i ma l s  wi th  the 
u l t i ma te  goa l  of  r e t u r n i ng  w i l d l i f e  to t he i r  na tu ra l  h ab i t a t s .  S P WR C  ho l ds  s t a t e  and f ed er a l  pe rm i t s  but  does  not  r ece i ve  
f u n d i n g  f rom a n y - r e g  u l a t o r y  agency .  S P W R C o p e r a t i o n s  are m a i n t a i n e d  e n t i r e l y  t h r oug h  the s up p o r t  of  p r i va te  do n a t i o n s  
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statistics and 
programs
Admiss ions  (175 taAalt:
• 37 raptor s . ( l  1 Red- ta i led  hawks;  
four  F e r r u g in o u s  hawks;  one 
C o o p e r ’s hawk;  one Sharp- 
shinned hawk;  four  Amer ican 
ke s t re ls ;  one N ort he rn  harf ier ;  
one Sho r t -e a re d  and one L o n g 
eared owl; e ight  Burrowing owls,  
two barn Owls, two Great  horned 
owls;  one immature  Bald eagle).
• 1 5 ducks  and gee.se
• Two Sandhi l l  c ranes
• One Chihuah uan  raven
• Two ph ea san t s
• 43 other  bi rds
• One. 13-Lined ground-squir re l
• 10 Virginia  opossums
• 25 Eastern  gray squir re ls
• 28 Cot ton ta i l s
• O n e Ja c k r a b b i t
• One Common snapp ing turt le

Releases:
112 animals  were released!

Educational  Programs:
SPWRC pre sen ted  21 p rograms  to 
var ious  local  or ganizat ions .

Did you know?
In-kind .gifts to SPW.RC in 2000 
to ta led more than $215,000 for 
suppl ies ,  ve te r inary  care,  legal  
adv ice ,  ac coun t ing  serv ices ,  
pfogram adm in i s t r a t ion  and other 
goods  and p ro f e s s io n a l  serv ices .

T h e  M o c k i n g b i r d  C h r o n i c le s

Spring fundraiser nets $15,200
The Wildli fe  C e n t e r ’s annual  spr ing fun dra iser  at Llano Estacado 

Winery,  “A Night  on the Wild Side ,” was a n ight  to remember  in more 
ways that  one! Not  only was it our  most  success ful  fu ndr ai s ing 
event  ever,  but  also a great  evening o f  fun wi th old f r iends  and new, 
ra is ing $15,200 for wi ldl ife!  The May 5 event  enter ta ined 135 guests 
who enjoyed food ca tered by S t e l l a ’s deli  and music  by Bo Garza.

Two s p ec ta cu la r  s cu lp tu re s ,  “A i r b o r n e ” and “ C e n t e n n i a l ” plus 
lovely  Japanes e  cu l tur ed 'pea r ls  were donated by Provenance Fine 
Art Trus t  in Por t land,  Ore. for the s i lent  auction.  Area merchant s  
and ar t i s t s  were  also most  generous  in donat ing i tems for the 49 
theme b ask e t s  up for bid in the s i lent  auct ion ,  inc lud ing baske ts  for 
the bi rd watcher ,  gardener ,  gourmet  cook,  new baby, bookworm,  
music  buff ,  wine conno is seur ,  coffee  lover,  blue jay  en thus ia s t  and 
pet  lover,  ju s t  to name a few. The Wildl i fe  Center  is gra teful  for the 
sup por t  o f  so many who helped  make th is  event  a wild  success!

What  wi ll  the Wildli fe  Center  do wi th the money? Several  things:  
It will  help pay our summer  expenses  to feed and care for the 
hundreds  o f  wi ld b irds ,  mammals  and repti les  that  will  come through , 
our doors .  A po r t ion  o f  the.money wi l l  also be ea rmarked  for the 
co n s t ru c t i o n  o f  a new aviary,  which local  ar ch i t ec t  Don Davis has 
a l ready des igned.  This wi ll  be'an in ter im projec t  to replace  the 
d i l ap idat ed  bui ld ing  cur ren t ly  in use. Songbirds  and mammals  alike 
use this b u i ld in g  as the i r  “ hal fw ay  h o u s e ” as they graduate  from 
a r t i f ic ia l  nes ts ,  incubato r s  and then indoor  cages ,  to this large 
enc lo sed  ou tdoor  s t ru ct u re  to exe rc is e . the i r  wings  a n d ’legs,  eat 
in d ep en d en t ly  and expe r ience .va ry ing  weather  condi t ions .

Plans are also unde rway  to l andscape the f ront  of  the Wildli fe  
Center-proper ty  a long Ind iana  Avenue a t '9 5 tih S f lee t .  Nat ive  p lants  

' wi ll  be used that  are d rough t  to lé ran t  and will  a t t rac t  many species 
o f  b i rds  an d b  ut t er  f l ies .  Money ra ised from the May 5 event  will  also 
be set  aside to achieve  our im media te  goal:  r enovat ion  o f  the 
C e n t e r ’s th ree - s to ry  barn .  This  s t ru ctu re  wi ll  eventual ly  become the 
pr imary t rea tment  fac i l i ty  for all rehabi l i t a t i on  animal-s, and the 
“ p e r m a n e n t” home of  the C e n t e r ’s educat ional  animals .

The Wildl i fe  Center  has come a long way since it was s t ar t ed  in 
1988. C ommuni ty  suppor t  has helped  us not only meet  our goals 
every  s tep o f  the way, but  also to exceed  them.  As the num ber  of  
adm is s ions  c l imbs year af ter  year,  we are happy to be able to meet  
the eve r - in c r ea s in g  need  for our services.

Letter, cont ’d from page two
in fear,  and p e t i t io n e d  to have the 
colony e l iminated.  Some used 
b lo w to rch e s  to burn  out  and 
erad icat e  the animals .  About  tha t  
t ime, Bat  Conserva t ion 
In te rnat ional  (h eadquar te re d  in 
A us t in)  s tepp ed  in, educa t ing  
ch i ldren in sch oo ls  about  the 
be ne f i c ia l  ro les  tha t  these 
in tere s t ing  mammals  play in 
po l l in a t i n g  pl ant s  and consum ing  
huge  q u an t i t i e s  o f  insec t s .  The 
t ru th  is,  ba ts  are gent le-and

in te re s t ing  animals ,  and bat - 
w a tc her s  have no th ing  to fear  i f  
they  d o n ’t t ry to hand le  them. On 
the n ight ly  f l ights  out f rom under  
the b r idge ,  Aus t in  bats  eat  from 
10,000 to 3 0 ,0 0 0 pounds  of 
insects ,  inc lud ing ag r ic u l tu ra l  
pes ts .  As the  c i ty  came to 
app r ec ia te  its ba ts ,  the 
p o p u la t i o n  u nder  the C o ngre s s  
Avenue Br i dge  grew to be the 
la rg e s t  u rb an  bat  co lony  in N or t h  
America .  With up to 1.5 mi ll ion

bats  spi ra l ing  into the summer  
skies ,  A us t in  now has one of  the 
most  un n su a l  and f a sc ina t ing  
tour i s t  a t t ra c t io ns  anywhere .

Like BCI in Austin ,  we hope 
that  the South Pla ins  Wild l i fe  
Rehab i l i t a t ion  Center  will  
cont inue  to make a d i f f e ren c e  for 
dec ades  to come,  as we en l ig h ten  
and inform  in many ways.
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News and n o te s ------
U p c o m i n g  S P W R C  eve n t s
Save the date for S P W R C ’s annual  open house on 
Saturday,  June 23 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Plans  for a 

. summer barbecue at.the County  Line re s ta uran t  on 
Friday,  Aug.  3 are also  in the works;  stay t uned  for 
deta i l s .  And mark your  ca le nda rs  for the second 
annual  Haunted Farm,  scheduled for Fr iday and 
Saturday,  Oct.  26 ,and 27,  and on Hal loween 
(Wednesday,  Oct.  31).  Volunteers  and sponsors  are 
needed for  th is event ;  i f  you can help ,  p leas e  con tac t  
Debbie Tennyson,  SPWRC manager,  at 806-799-2142.

S o u t h  P l a i n s  Ve t er i nary  M e d i c a l  A s s o c ,  
h o n o r s  S P W R C  wi th  a n n u a l  g i f t
For the fou r th  year  in a row, m em ber s  o f  the South 

' P la ins  Ve te r in ary  Med ica l  A sso c ia t i o n  honored 
SPWRC with a s ign i f i cant  f inancia l  gift! We are 
s ince re ly  gr a te fu l  for  the o r g a n iz a t i o n ’s con t inued  
suppor t .  SPWRC rece ived  the $1,500 dona t ion  from 
A sso c ia t i o n  Treasure r  Dr. Don Hegi.  Our  own Dr. 
Roger  Freun d o f  An imal  Med ica l  Cen te r  is this y e a r ’s 
A s s o c i a t i o n  p re s id en t ,  and we thank  him along wi th 
Dr. Hegi and Dr. Carl  Clary.  We are pr iv i l eged to know 
this  o r g a n iz a t io n  has  had such co n t in u ed  fa i th  in our 
en d eav o rs !

E q u e s t r i a n  C e n t e r  r a i s e s  f u n d s  f o r  S P W R C
The B la rn ey  Stone E q u es t r i a n  Cen ter  p re sen ted  
SPWRC with  a po r t ion  o f  the p roceeds  from a regional  
qu a r te r  ho rse  show the o rg a n iz a t io n  hos ted  on Apri l  7 
and 8. This A Q H A -a f f i l i a t e d  event  a t t ra c ted  
pa r t i c ip an ts  f rom Texas,  New Mexico,  Oklahoma and 
Colorado,  ra is ing $566 for SPWRC! Wildl ife Center 
v o lu n tee r s  also had the o p p o r tu n i ty  to ming le  wi th 
show p a r t i c ip a n t s  and i n t ro d u ce  seve ra l  o f  S P W R C ’s 
wi ld l i f e  am bassadors 'a t  an e x h i b i t o r ’s recep t ion  on 
Ap ri l  8. M any o f  the  gues t s  had n ev e r  seen a hawk or 
owl “up c lose  and p e r s o n a l ” before!  We are g ra te fu l  
to the B la rn ey  Stone E q u es t r i a n  C en te r  for  the 
c o n t r ib u t io n  and .suppor t !

M a r c h  31 v o l u n t e e r  s e m i n a r  w e l l  a t t e n d e d
A re co rd  59 p re v io u s  and p r o s p e c t iv e  v o lun tee r s  
a t t ended  S P W R C ’s spr ing  w i ld l i f e  care se ss ion  in 
p r e p a r a t i o n  for  “baby  s e a s o n ” at the  Center .  The 
sess ion cove re d  care and t r ea tm en t  o f  b i rds ,  mam mals  
and re p t i l e s  as wel l  as an ove rv ie w  o f  v o lu n tee r  
o p p o r t un i t ie s  at the  Center.  O p p o r tu n i t i e s  are s ti ll  
avai lable ;  for  more in format ion ,  p lease  contact  
Debbie  Tennyson at 806-799-2142.  Because  SPWRC is 
an a lL v o lu n tee r  organ izat ion,  mone tary  
co m pensa t io n  cannot  be offered;  but expe r i en ce  wi th 
our o r g a n iz a t i o n lo o k s  very good on a r e s u m e ! Former  
SPWRC vo lun teer s  have found em ploym en t  with  
orga n iz a t ions  l ike The Peregr ine  Fund,  SeaWorld  and 
the Dal las  Zoo. '

Above :  Bi l l  Ri ce,  Russe l l  Rice and Sc o u t 'M a s te r  Bob Stol l  
of  Eag le  Scou t  t r oop #505 .  Below:  Cl inton' ,  Wa l l y  and 
Tanne r  Bo rc h a r d t  of  Eagle  Scou t  t r bop #406 .

E a g l e  S c o u t  p r o j e c t s  e n h a n c e  S P W R C  <

Since 1988, Eagle Scouts have complet ed  22 projec ts  
at SPWRC. Most  recent ly ,  Eagle  Scouts helped 
enhance  Wild l i fe  Center  opera t ions  wi th three 
impor tant  improvements :
• In March 2001,  Cl in ton  an d T a n n e r  Borcha rdt  and 
Scsout  mates  o f  t roop #406 co ns t ru c te d  m uch-n eeded  
enc lo su r es  for  the many baby duck l ings  admit fed  to 
the Cen te r  each spr ing and summer.
• In December  2000, Eric NelsOn (also of  t roop #406) 
bu i l t  a dowel cage for S P W R C ’s re s iden t  A us t ra l i an  
’k ookabur ra  w’hi le o ther  Scouts re pai red  numerous  
cages  t h r o u g h o u t  the fac il i ty .
••In September  2000, Russel l  Rice and, fel low Eagle 
Scou ts  of . t roop #505 bu i l t  cages  for Bobby the . 
bobca t  and Fif i  the  skunk,

S P W R C  r e p r e s e n t e d  at  w i l d l i f e  c o n f e r e n c e
Debbie  Tennyson,  SPWRC manager ,  and vo lun tee r  
Kathy Phi l l ip s  r ecen t ly  a t t ended the N a t iona l  
Wildli fe  R ehab i l i t a t ion  A s s o c i a t i o n ’s wi ld l i fe  
sy m p o s iu m  in Reno,  Nev. The duo jo i n e d  hu ndreds  
o f  wi ld l i fe  re hab i l i t a to rs  to learn more  about  the 
species  they care for. C la ss ro oms  were full  of  
co l l eagues  ea ge r  to hea r  spee ches ,  l ec tu res  and 
case s tud ies  about  d i f f e ren t  animals .
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Oh, baby! Spring brings newfaces to SPWRC
“B aby s e a s o n ” can be 

a mis leading term. Owls 
hatch  in ' late winter ;  
co t ton ta i l s  and Gray 
squi r r e ls  are born  in 
March,  apd mos t  eve ry  
o ther  m o n t h !

'Apr i l  show er s  not  
only br ing May f lowers,  
but they br ing  baby 
bi rds . . . f i r s t  a t r ickle,  
then a d e l u g e ! The 
ea r l i es t  b i rds  to ha tch  are 
House  spa r ro w s  an-d 
doves .  U s u a l ly  by the 
f i rs t  week of  May, larger  
so n g b i rd s 'a re  be ing 
admit ted .  Their  ha tch ing  
is t imed to coincide  wi th 
warmer  tempe ratures  and 
increased  ava i la b i l i ty  of  
i n j ec t s ,  the high-p-rotein 
fare the i r  pa ren ts  feed 
them.

Baby animals  are 
admit ted  for a var ie ty  of  
reasons :  weed eate rs  and 
lawn mowers ,  cats and 
dogs ,  h igh winds  and 
s torms.  Most  often ,  
however,  they are not  
orphans .  Parent s  are 
usual ly  near  by, a lbei t  
of ten  out  o f  sight .  
Heal thy,  b r i gh t -eyed  
yo u n g s te r s  tha t  t ry to 
run,  hop,  fly or swim 
away f rom you most 
l i ke l y  do not  need  your  
help.  Rescue .an imals  that  
are lame,  s tay in the same

spot for a-prolonged per iod,  or are b leeding.  Let 
common sense  be your  guide,  or call  the Wildl ife  
C en te r  for adv ice .  Your goa l  sh o u ld  be-to do wha t  is 
best  f o r  the animal .  Always  keep in ju red  or 
d i sp laced animals  warm,  dark,  and quiet ,  and do not 
feed them any th ing  w i thout  ta lk ing  wi th a vo lun tee r  
f i rst .  S tress  and im pro per  diet  are the two b igges t  
k i l le rs o f  young bi rds  and mammals .

A l t r i c i a l  b i rds  are born  h e lp le s s  and dependen t .  
Thei r  eyes  are us ual ly  s ti ll  c losed,  and 
they have few or no fe a ther s .  These  b i rds  
rema in  in the nes t  for  seve ra l  weeks ,  and 
they  are kept  warm by one or both  pa ren ts .
At this t ime,  they are ca l led  nes t l ings .  Blue 
jays ,  m ockingbi rd s  apd v i r tual ly  all 
songb ird s  are a l t r ic ia l  b i rds .  So are owls,  
hawks ,  and some wa te r  b i rds ,  sucli as 
herons  and egre ts .  When the baby  bi rds  
leave  the nes t  a t t em pt ing  to fly or f ledge,  
they are ca lled' f ledgl ings . .

P rec o c ia l  b irds  are' much 'more  
in d ep en d e n t  when they  hatch .  These  b i rds  
are ca l led  chicks ;  they can of ten  s tand and walk  
wi th in  minu tes ,  and are cove red  wi th down.  They 
rema in  in the nes t  for  only a few hours  or a day at 
most .  The f irs t - fea thers  appear  wi th in  severa l  days. 
Many g roun d  nes t ing  bi rds  such as k i l ldeer ,  quail  
and many  o ther  wa te r  b i rds  such as coots  and ducks  
are precocia l  bi rds.  . ,
Unless  they are in jured,  
do not  br ing  them.in!

Rem ember  that  baby 
b.irds norm al ly  spend a' 
few days  on the ground  
before  they can fly. This 
is a cr i t ica l  per iod when 
they learn by example  how 
to a.void p reda to r s ,  f ind a 
sáfe p lace  to spend the 
n ight ,  and forage  or hunt  
for the i r  na tura l  foods .
These  ski l ls  and othe-rs are

essent ia l  for ' long- term 
survival .  Bringing 
hea l thy  youngs ter s  to 
the Center  at this t ime 
will  ac tually set them 
back.

Rais ing baby bi rds  is 
very labor  in tens ive .  In 
addi t ion  to p ro vid ing a 
cor rec t  diet  for each 
spec ies ,  most  songb ird s  
(wi th the except ion of  

. doves)  are fed every 30 
to 40 minutes ,  about  15 
hours  per  day. They are 
h ungry  constan t ly ,  and 
eat  many t imes their  
we igh t  in food each day 
as they grow. Baby 
mammals  need the correc t 
fo rm ula  to ensure  proper  
growth  and deve lopmen t .

Before  you call  us to 
say, “ I have a baby bird

in my yard,  and it c a n ’t 
fly,” ask yourse lf :  “ Is it 
not  able to fly because  it 
is too y o u n g  or is it 
in jured? ” Let common 
sense p r e v a i l !
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EMERGENCY!
B y  C a r o l  M i t c h e l l  a n d  L a r r y  F a r l e y ,  D V M

There are many s i tua t ions  involv ing wildlife- 
wh'ere em ergency  t re a tmen t  is neces sa ry  to p reven t  
death or pe rm anen t  debi l i tat ion. .  Somet imes  an animal  
must  be an es th e t iz ed  im med ia te ly  upon admiss ion  to a 
ve te r in a ry  c l in ic ;  ser ious  wounds  must  be c losed,  
b leed ing  blood  ves se ls  l iga t ed ,  or em bedded  f ishing 
l ine or a f i shing-hook removed.  These  are often  l ife- 
th rea ten in g  c i rc um stances  tha t  require  ski l led  

- ve t er inary  care in addi t ion  to careful  rehab i l i ta t ion .
One o f  the most  common per i l s  faced by bi rds  is co l l i s ion wi th 

'w indow s .  Often  the v ic t im  suffe rs  a co n cu ss io n  and re qui res  not  only 
m ed ica t i o n  for head t rauma,  but  also a few days  o f  res t  and care.  
O c c a s io n a l ly  thes e  in ju r ie s  prove fa ta l .  Hawks,  owls and deer  are 
f r eq uen t  ca sua l t ie s  o f  au tom ob i le s  as they hunt  or forage  for a meal  near  
busy t h o ro u g h fa re s ,  of ten  re su l t ing  in ser ious  injury.  Eagles  somet imes  
come to the Wild l i fe  Center  af ter  be i ng e lec t ro cu ted  on rura l  power 
po les .  Many  g ro ups  p a r tn e r  to i d en t i fy  these  p ro b lem  poles  and rec t i fy  
the s i tua t io n  to p re v en t  this  f rom h ap p en in g  again .  ■

SPWRC vet e r ina r i ans  at Animal  Med ica l  Center  f requen t ly  see wing 
and leg f r ac tu re s  in b i rds .  A f r ac tu re  o f  a long bone in the wing or leg 
can som et im es  be r epa i re d ,  but this  p ro ced u re  is not  po ss ib le  when the. 
in j ur y  is in a j o in t ,  and the b i rd must -then be eu than ized .  Vets also see 
d isease :  t r i ch o m o n ia s i s ,  avian  chole ra ,  bo tu l ism  arid o ther  d iseases .

■’ Even a'fter surgery,  em er gency  s i tua t ions  can ar ise .  Dur ing  
recovery ,  an im al s  may-bite or p ick  at the surgi ca l  si te or the su tures ,  
r e su l t ing  in sudden hem orr hage .  P-rofuse and un t re a ted  b leed ing wi ll  
qu ick ly  re su l t  in shock and death .

Many em er gencies  are dealt  wi th r ight  at the Wild l i fe  Center:  
Volunteer s  t r ea t  an im a ls  tha t  have s-ustained cat  lacera t ior is ,  or have 
been v i c t im s1 o f  p o i s o n in g  by lawn ch emica l s  or o ther  agents.
A n t ib io t i c s  and other  med ica t i ons  are commonly  ad m in i s te re d  by mouth

!

Dr. Lane P res ton  pe r fo rm s  s u rg e ry  on Percy,  the 
W i l d l i f e  C e n t e r ’ s f am ou s  ed uc a t i o n a l  wh i t e  pe l i can.

or in jec t ion.  Dehyd ra t ion  and maln u t r i t io n  are t rea ted  
wi th  f luid  th erapy  for the f i rs t  24 or -more hours  to 
re s to r e  f luid  balance .

Somet imes  animals  are admit ted  that  are hopeless ly  
injured' ,  and we can only offer  them euthanas ia ,  which 
is, by d e f in i t ion ,  “ a pa in le ss  d e a th . ” The dec is ion  to 
e n d a n  a n i m a l ’s l ife i s j n o s t  d i f f icu l t ,  espec ia l ly  when an 
animal  has been in our care for weeks  or mon ths ,  only- to 
det er m in e that  full  r e cove r y  and re lease  are not  
poss ib le .  Occas ional ly ,  non- re leasab le  animals  may be 
transferre-d to anot her  fac i l i ty .  Some bi rds ,  such as a 
kes t re l ,  Great  horned owl or barn owl make excel lent  
“ f o s t e r ” pa ren t s  for o rp haned  or d i sp laced  chicks  o f  the 
same species .  State and federa l  permi ts  are requ ir ed  to 
re ta in  wi ld l i fe  for these  purposes .

No mat te r  what  k ind o f  em er gency  ar ises,  The 
Wildl i fe  Center  s tr ives  to give every  animal  admit ted  to 
our care a ' second chance  at l ife and the g if t  of  f reedom!



WHAT TO DO IN A WILDLIFE EMERGENCY
, I f  you find an in jured animal,  f i rs t  remember  to do no harm.  I f  ca-tchin'g the 

animal wi ll  involve a s t ruggle ,  it could sus tain  fur ther  injury.  Fr ight ened animals  
.wi l l  fhrash  about,  and 'may hur t  the i r  faces or even break fea thers  or bones .  Of ten it 
is bes t ' to Wait unti l  the animal  becomes weak enough that  it will  not be d i f f icu l t  to 
co rn er  and ca tch.  Take t ime to p lan  the r'escue o f  an animal  in need:  gather  supplies  
such as lea the r  g loves ,  heavy tape ,  ve t -wrap,  eye p ro tec t io n ,  nets ,  b lan kets ,  a 
large box for t rans por t ,  and ext ra people.! Do not  expose y o u rse l f  to in jur ies.  Wild 
animals  wi ll  not know you are t ry ing to “h e l p ” them,  and they may become

defens ive ,  and try to bi te,  poke,  k ick  or,scra tch .  I f  you have 
any doubts ,  call  the Wild l i fe  Centbr  for advice  and di rec t ion.
at 806-799-2.142, or c o n t a e t a  l icensed re hab i l i ta to r  in your  area.  The key words  for any 
wi ldl ife  emergency are Warm, Dark,  arid Quiet.  Keep injured animals as.warm as 
poss ib le  unt i l  they are s t ab i l ized  and can be t rans por ted .  Somet imes ,  b leed ing  must  be 
s topp ed 'by app ly ing  p re s su re  to ah open wound ,  as unchecked  hem orr hage  can quickly  
lead to shock and death.  Never  feed an animal wi thou t  fi rst  ta lk ing  wi th a rehab i l i ta tor ;  
there are many specia l  formulas  and foods  for d i f ferent  avian  and mammal  species.  
S t ressed and com pro m ised  animals  must ,f irst  be r ehydra ted  wi th appropr i a te  fluids.
The incorrect  milk will  very quickly cause problems in deer fawns,  for example,  and the 
ef fec ts  can be i r r ever s ib l e .  Use common sense,  and above all,  th ink safety!

Windows,  cats and cars often cause wi ldl i fe emergencies
You never  know when you may f i nd y o u r s e l f  in-the - ' 

midst  of  a wild l i fe  emergency.  Some people can turn thei r 
heads  and dec ide  to “ let  na ture  tak e ' i t s  c o u r s e ” but  o thers  
want  to in t ervene and help  an animal tha t  is su ffe r in g  or in 
pain.  My f irs t  wi ld l i fe  em ergency  happ ened some years 
ago,  when a humm ingbi rd .h i t  a large p ic ture  window and 
fell  into my smal l s o n ’s wagon pa rk ed  conve n ien t ly  under  
the wind ow  the b ird  co l l ided wi th:  Had the wagon not 
been there ,  the b i rd  would  have been an ins tan t  meal  for a 
s t a lk ing  cat  tha t  sat  wa tc h in g  the event  in an t i c ip a t io n  o f  
dinner.  ~

I knew windo w'co l l i s ion s  were common,  and ofteq 
t ime wou ld  take care o f  th ings .  Most  b i rds  tha t  s tr ike 
win dow s  cjie o f  co n cu ss io n s ,  not  b ro ken  necks ,  as many 
people  think.  O f | en ,  they have ju s t  knocked them se lves  
t em p o ra r i ly  unc onsc io us .  A h a l f  hour  or so in a dark,  quiet  
box (ne ve r  use a cage!)  is of ten  qll tha t  is needed.  Open 
the box in a ba th ro om  to check.on the bi rd;  i f  it is having- 
d i f f i cu l ty  s tand ing,  appears  confused,  or exhibi ts,  
unnatura l  behavior ,  ca l l  a wi ld l i fe  r ehab i l i ta to r  promptly.
In the case of  my hummingb ird ,  the b i rd  recovered fully,  
and went  happi ly  on its way wi th in  severa l  minutes .

People f requ en t ly  call  the Wildl ife  Center  to repor t  a 
nes t  of  baby  s q u i r r e ls  or b i rds  on the g roun d  af te r  s t rong 
winds  or a t h u n d e r s to rm .  This also, co n s t i t u te s  an . 
emergency,  since both  young mam mals  and bi rds  require  
warmth  and food. Quite often,  one or more  individua ls  are 
in jured and need medica l  a t tent ion.  Roam ing  outdoor  cats 
also in ju re  many thous ands  o f  young  bi rds  and mammals  
annual ly ,  and these  l ace ra t io n s  must  be t rea ted  promptly .

Col l i s ions  wi th au tomobi le s  are also com mon '  often  leaving-animals wi th broken bones  and internal  
in jur ies .  E l ec t r ocu t io n  is ye t  another  em er gency  s i tua t ion ,  and 'somet imes  peop le  f ind a duck or aquatic 
tu r t le  species  tang led in monof i l am en t  f i sh ing  l ine,  a p roblem that  also requ ire s  human in tervent ion.

Dr. La rr y Far ley  
ad m in i s te rs  
an es t he s ia  to 
a hawk be fore 
pe r fo r m in g  
s u r g e r y .
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Vol un t ee r  S p o t l i g h t :  A n g e l a  W es tb r oo k  ~^ i

Car ing  for  babies  is v e t e r a n  v o l u n t e e r ’s f a v o r i t e  ac t iv i ty
C ert a in ly  one o f  our most  en d e a r in g  and gent ' le .volunteers  is 

A nge la  Wes tbrook.  Born in L ubbock ,  A nge la  spen t  t ime at the 
Un ive r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma,  major in g f i rst  in an th ro po logy  before  making a 
change  to ar t  h i s to ry  and h i s to ry  for a double  major.  She now s tud ies  
at Texas Tech U n iv e r s i t y  where  she also enjoys  ce ram ics  and pa in t ing.  
Other  h o b b ie s  inc lude ka ra te  and we igh t  l i f t ing.

A nge la  is the only  v o l u n t e e r  w,e know o f  who schedu le s  her  c lasse s  
abound the W ild l i f e  C e n t e r ’s .baby season.  F inding  the t ime in her  busy 
schedule ,  A nge la  vo lu n tee r ed  700 hours in the year  2000, mak ing her 
the re co rd  ho ld e r  o f  the most  v o lu n tee r  hours  g iven in a s ingle year.  
Most  o f  tha t  t ime was spen t  d o in g  her  fa vo r i te  j ob ,  “ feed ing  b a b i e s . ” 
.She loves  the baby  sq u i r r e l s ,  o p o ssu m s 'a n d  bunn ies ,  and e s pec ia l ly  
the deer  fawns adm i t te d  dur ing the  ear ly  summer .  Al thou gh  feed ing ' 

. b a b i e s  Is  her  speciality,  she helps  wi th  o ther  dut ies .as  well .  T h e r e ’s 
always  c lean in g  and food p rep a ra t i o n !  A nge la  also  adores  S P W R C ’s 
ce le b r i ty  pel ican ,  Percy.  A nge la  says,  “V olun tee r ing at the Center,  
makes  me feel  im por t an t  and I enjoy taking  care o f  G o d ’s c r ea tu re s . ” 
A nge la  is an angel  her se l f ,  and we ce r t a i n ly  are lucky to have such a 

, com mit t ed ,  pas s iona te  v o lun tee r  to care for South Pla ins  wi ld l ife!
Feed ing  baby  an im a ls  l i ke t h i s  squ i r re l  
is A n g e l a ’ s f a v o r i t e  v o l u n t e e r  ac t i v i t y .

S p e c i e s  p r o  f i l e :  B l a c k - c r o w n e d  n i g h t  h e r o n  (N v c t i c o r a x  n y c t i c o r a x )

A d u l t  n ight  heron d isp lays  s t r ik ing  plumage

. i i  '
The B lack -c ro w n e d  night  

he ron  (BC NH) is a com mon avian 
r e s id e n t  o.f the  Sou th  P la in s .  Its 
name  comes f rom the Greek  root  
m e a n in g  “ n igh t  r a v e n . ” ■

Widely  d i s t r i b u te d ,  n ight  
h e r o n s  b r e e d  on e v e ry  co n t i n e n t  
excep t  A u s t r a l i a  and A n ta rc t i ca .  
T hey  are co m m o n  w in te r  and 
b r e e d i n g  r e s id e n t s  o f  m u ch  o f  the 
Texas  G u l f  Coast ,  They f r equen t  
w o o d e d  swamps, '  po n d s ,  and o the r  
h ab i t a t s  as we l l ,  bu t . r em ai n  c lose  
to w a te r  and v e g e t a t i o n  w he re  
t h ey  ro o s t  and take  cover.  -

S h o r t e r  and s t o c k ie r  than its 
cous in  the  U r e a t  b lue  he ron ,  the 
BCNH looks en t i re ly  d i f f e ren t  as a 
y o u n g s t e r  th an  w h e n  it d i sp l ay s  
its s t r ik ing adul t  p lumage,  
a c q u i r ed  at age three .

The im matu re  n igh t  heron  is 
brow n ,  hea v i ly  s t re aked  and

m

An im m a tu r e  B lackTc rowned  n igh t  
he ron  re c o ve rs  f r om a b r ok en  l eg .

spo t t ed  wi th  buff .  G ra dua l ly  the 
s t r e a k in g  d i s a p p e a r s ,  and by the 
s econd  year,  the b i rd  b ec o m e s  a 
dull  g ray -b ro w n .  Juven i l e s  also 

, h av e -y e l low -o r ange  eyes .

Adul t  p lumage  is dark b luish- 
gray on the back and wings  wi th 
wh i t e  on the face,  th roa t ,  ches t  
and belly.  A black  cap adorns  the 
crown,  wi th a long_pair of  del ica te  
white p lumes appear ing during 
b r eed ing  season that  ex tend from 
the  back o f  the-head.  Its eyes are 
red, and legs are yellow.

D uri ng  b r eed ing  season,  the 
bl-ack fea ther s  f rom the head and 
back  emit  a b lu i sh -g re en  gloss,  
and the legs become pink-red.
Four  toes  ( three  fac ing forward 
and one fac ing backw ard)  
cha rac te r iz e  members  of  the Heron 
family! Sexes'are s imi lar  in 
appea ra nce  a l though males  are 
s l ight ly  large r  and heavier .  The 
BCNH has lo nger  legs and a I 
longer ,  th icker  bil l  than the 
Yel low-crowned night  heron,  also 
found  in the Lu bbock  area.

Do you  n e e d  a m e a n i n g f u l  g i f t  f o r  th a t  l o v e d  one  or  c o l l e a g u e ?
Cons ide r  g i v ing a mem bersh ip  to SPWRC er a g i f t  in honor  or memory  of  a l oved one!  Gi f ts  of  $20 or more inc lude 

a one-year  subsc r ip t i on  to The Mockingbird Chronicles. Al l  re c ip ien ts  wi l l  be not i f i ed  wi th a persona l ized 
announcement  f rom the execut i ve  d i rector .  Adop t ions  also make g rea t  gi f ts!  To v iew wi ld l i fe  amba ssadors  avai lab le 

for  "adop t ion , "  p lease log on to www.s pw rc . o r g 7 ed u /a do p t io n .h tm l . Help us give wi ld l i f e  a second chance  at l i fe!
, A ll donations to SPWRC are tax'deductibie to the extent the law allows.

http://www.spwrc.org7edu/adoption.html


9T h e  M o c k i n g b i r d  C h r o n i c le s

Pest icides,  pets prove  
d a n g er ou s  to w i ld l i f e  
in spr ing and s um m er

Spring is the t ime o f  year  when we 
are ins pi red  to work in our gardens  and 

■ yards .  However,  many ac t iv i t ies ,  such 
as p run ing,  spr ay ing g re ene ry  wi th  
p e s t i c id es ,  and “weed  e a t i n g ” can be 
per i lous  to wi ldl ife.

Before t r imming  t rees and shrubs ,  
^check for b i rd nes t ing activi ty.  Every  
year,  b i rd s  are acc iden ta l ly  disturbed, '  
in ju red  or exposed  to danger  when 
pro tec t ive  cover  is removed  from thei r  
ne s t ing  areas or they  become displaced-.

A no the r  way to help  b i rds  raise 
hea l t hy  fami l i es  th is  spr ing is to use 
p e s t i c id e s  ju d i c io u s ly .  Most  son gbi rd s  
feed in sec t s  to t he i r  nes t l ings ;  as this 
d ie t  p ro v ides  h igh p ro te in  n ec es s a ry  for 
rap id  gro wth and deve lopm ent .  It is also 
im p o r t an t  to po in t  out  tha t  sp rays  and 
powde rs  also  do away wi th  bene f i c ia l  
i ns ec ts ,  such as bu t t e r f l y  larva.

Whe n-prepa r in g  to cut  weeds ,  check 
the area for f l edgl ing bi rds ,  lizard's or 
o ther wi ld l ife  that  might fall  v ict im to 
the powerful  jaws o f  a weed eater.  Every  
year,  the Wildl ife  Center  receives  a few 
ca sua l t ie s  o f  th is  k ind,  and these  are 
in ju r ie s  tha t  c'an be preven ted.

Last ,  but  by no means  leas t ,  keep 
pets  i nd oo rs  or on a leashl  A very  high 
p e rcen tage  of  SPWRC.admiss ions  each 
year  resul t  f rom conf l ic ts  with roaming 
cats and dogs . It is p re fe ra b le  to keep 
pets  indo ors  all  year  long,  but  i t ’s 
espec ia l ly  impor tan t  dur ing the spr ing 
and summer  months  when young bi rds  . 
are vu lnerabl e  and l earning  to fly.

Please help give wi ld l i fe  the bes t  
po s s ib le  chance  for a f u l l  l i fe by 
fo l lowing these  simple gu idel ines .
Every  ef for t  makes^a di fference!

Bird species recently observed
Snow geese  and R o s s ’s 
geese,  B lue-winged  teal ,
Cinnamon teal ,  Wood 
duck,  Ferrug inous  hawk,
C o o p e r ’s hawk,  Osprey,
Merlin,  Prai rie falcon,
Amer ican  golden plovers ,
Long-bi l led  Curlew,
Amer ican  avocet ,
American pipi t,  L ew is ’s 
woodpecker ,  Acorn 
woodpecker ,  Red-head 
woodpecker,  Brown 
creeper ,  T o w n s e n d ’ 
soli ta ire,  Orange-  
crowned warbler ,  Spotted 
sandpiper ,  Eas t ern  
towhee,  Greater  and Greater yellowlegs Ph° t0 bV Ann Cook-
Lesse r  yel lowlegs ,  Long -b i l led  and Shor t -b i l led  dowitehers ,  
Verdin,  Eas te rn  b luebirds ,  C a s s i n ’s f inches ,  Eared grebe,  
Common moorhens ,  S a y ’s phoebe.  ,

Focus on Nature ™ by  R o c h e l l e  M a s o n

The C A L IF O R N IA  BR O W N  PE L IC A N
(P  e l e c  a n u s  
o c c i d e n t a l i s  
c a l i f o r n i c u s )  l i v e s  
a r o u n d  c o a s t a l  i s l a n d s ,  
l a r g e r  b a y s ,  h a r b o r s  
a n d  b r e a k w a t e r s  a l o n g  
t h e  c o a s t  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  , 
f e e d i n g  on  f i s h ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  a n c h o v i e s .  ' '
'W h i l e  t h e r e  a r e  v i a b l e -  
b r e e d i n g  c o l o n i e s  on 
t h e  C h a n n e l  I s l a n d s ,  
n o n - b r e e d i n g  p e l i c a n s  
r a n g e  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  th e  
s t a t e .  D e c l i n e s  in  t h e  
a r i c h o v y  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
h u m a n  d i s t u r b a n c e  a n d  
c o n t a m i n a t i o n  o f  th e  
f o o d  c h a i n  b y  p o l l u t a n t s  
a n d  p e s t i c i d e s  ( D D T )  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  in t h i s  p e l i c a n  
b e i n g  e n d a n g e r e d .  To h e l p  s a v e  t h i s  s p e c i e s ,  p l e a s e  
d o n a t e  to  a n a t u r e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

© 1 9 9 8  R o c h e l l e  M a s o n .  w w w . r m a s o n f i n e a r t s . c o m . 
- - ( 8 7 7 )  7 2 6 - 1 5 4 4

E d i t o r ’s note:  in the las t  12 years ,  two Brown p e l i c a n s  have  
been d o cu m en ted  in the L u b b o ck  area.

http://www.rmasonfinearts.com
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A c k n o w l e d g m e n t s
Th-e Center would like to thank all who make it possible for  us to care for  and release South Plains wildlife in crisis!

$2 . 500
P a t r i c i a  Je f f r e ys  

$ 1 . 5 00
South  P la in s  V e t e r ina ry  
M e di ca l  A ss o c ia t i o n

$500  to $1,000
Drs.  B r ig e t t e  Cur t i s  and 
L ar ry  M a r t in e l l i  
P r i ce ,  Heald..& Price

$100  to $499
Gail  and L ar ry  Barnes  
Ma r tha  and Jon C ie sz in sk i  
John  and  M a ry .G i l l a s  
E s t he r  and R o g e r L i c h t i  
New Neighbors Club of Lubbock 
L in da  and  Gary  S te w a j t  
M o z e l l a  and  D o n a l d  Tew

$50 to $99
BroJcen M Q u ar te r  H orses  
L aur e l  Bu rn e t t e  
Ja n ie  and Glenn,  F o r i s t e r  
1-27 Tru c k  Par t s  
Joe  and Jewe l  Moga n  
Dr. and . Mrs .  R o n a ld  Rap in i  
So u th  P la in s  C h e m - D r y  
Texas Tech U ni v e r s i t y  
Honors  Co l l ege

$15 to $49
Ruth  Bla i r  
Ter ry  B o a tm a n  
Don  B o t e l e r  
N an c y  Bro nw el l  
Dana  and Jimrriy C or ne l iu s  
Douglas and Donneva Crowell  
P.J. and Bob D r e x le r  *  

A nd re w  and Judy  F le m in g  
Shel ly  F leming  
The G ar de n  Pa tch 
Nelw.yn Hahn  
H ugh  Hayne s
Idalou Civic and Cul ture Club
K.A.L.Y.  (Ka thy  Wynne)
S tep he n  and  Lor i  M a nn in g
K ar la  and R ob e r t  Mor r i s
Amy M o rr i so n
Be th  P re ss l e y
N i t a  Raue
Be t ty  O ’Mara  Ross
S tephen-and  M e l in d a
Shankl in
Susan U nd er w o o d  
Univ e r s i t y  W o m e n ’s Ghrden 
Club r
Eat  and F re d  Z im m er m an

M on thl y  Be ne fa c to rs  '
Ca r re  Avian
Tra v i s  and  L i sa  Br us t e r  
Joyc e  Komkov  
Joyc e  L i se nb y

Sup pl i es  and Serv ices
An imal  Me dic a l  Cen te r  
Ben Ben ton 
Be th  B o d d e n -H ic k m a n  
Bi l ly  Close  
Mrs.  Dav id  Close  
Ann  Cook  
Sandra  Crawford  
Don  Dav is
Vail and Nick  Dah lb e rg  
The Door  
She l ly  E l l i son 
Dav id  E the r idge  
Rick  and Je nny  F lo res  
G af f o r d  Bro the r s  
Tessa Gee . •
Hope  Hall  
Char l ene  Hol l e man  
A c a c ia  H ar d w o o d  and Je r ry 
Holme s
Mr. E ve re t t  H erm an
Ida lou  Civ ic  and Cul tu re
Club ( Ev e ly n  Hobbs )
K L B K -T V
Rob Lee
David  Lol l i s
Er ic  Lowe
Lubbock Avalanche-Journal  
Mary  Be th  M a ng um  

.Ga i l  M cG rew  
Judi  Mi les
N ew  N e ig h b o r s  Club  o f  
L u b b o c k  ( Sa n dr a  N e i t z e l ,  
Joan Quebe)
Gene  and Cook ie  N o la nd  
Shann on  O l ive r  
Gene  and Deb  Or t iz  
R i t a  and K a t h l ee n  O ’Shea 
Pa rks  P r in t in g  
Mr. Ch ar l e s  Powel l  
Mar l a  R i d d le s p u r g e r  
Lean na  Smith  
The Stash
(Ph i l l ip  & Debb ie  Colè)  
D eb b ie  Tennyson  
U ni v e r s i t y  W o m e n ’s C a r d e n  
Club (Wil l ie  Haragan)
Bi l l  Van P e l t '
K im b e r l y  Wa rminsky

Gif ts  to Honor
Mo ze l l a  Tew sent  a gi f t  in 
h on or  of -Bobby  West.

M e m o r i a l s
The Atma n  Fo un d a t i on  
gave a g i f t  in m em or y  of  
Chr i s t ine  Nabors .

i
Diane  Ross ,  Bren da  Lusk,  
Jack ie  Durham-and  Je ane t t e  
R i cha rds  gave gi f ts  in , 
m em or y  o f  John  Wi l l i ams .

Barba ra  and  Michae l  
S teph ens  gave a gi f t  in. 
m em or y  o f  Ru th  Hensley.

. M o ze l l a  Tew sent  a gi f t  in 
memory o f  Margaret  Hawkins.

Adopt ions
Ba n di t  was ad op t ed  by 
Jack  R a n d o r f f  and Cindy 
R e inh ard t .

Bob by  was ad op t ed  by . 
G ina  Sal inas  as wel l  as 
Dus t in ,  B r and on  and 
Brooke  E th e r idge .  Gai l  
Ba rnes  a l so  ad op te d  the 
b o b ca t  for  Ma r i lyn  Crow.

Bubo 2 was  ad op te d  by 
SPWRC v o lu n te e r s  Angie 
and Bren t  Wi lk ins .

Har r i s  was ad op te d  by Pat  
and J im Har r i s .

J asp er  was ad o p t e d  by Ute 
M i t c h e l l .

Louie  was ad op te d  by P.J. 
and Bob  D rex le r  as wel l  as 
Mr.  Don  Bote le r .  The owl 
was  a l so  ad op te d  by Mike  
and  S uze t t e  M c Cu tc h eo n .

Volunt ee r  News
C o n g r a t u la t io n s  to Ch ar l i e  
M a r t in  on his  new pos i t ion ,  
at  the D a l l a s  Zoo! Char l i e  
and  h is  wi fe ,  Mandy,  have 
been d ev o te d  v o lu n t e e r s  
and  we wish  them th e  best!

Former '  v o lu n te e r  Helen-  
Wen tho ld  Hick s  has  been 
ac ce p te d  into Purdue  
U n i v e r s i t y ’s v e t e r i na ry  
med ic ine  program.  
C o n g r a t u la t io ns ,  Helen!

New Babv
Carol  Mi tche l l  
c o n g r a tu la t e s  da ug h te r  Kim 
and her  hu sb an d ,  S tephen  
Dav ies ,  on the b i r th  o f  
the i r  secon d  chi ld,  J ackso n  
Walker .  S t e p h e n ’s pa re n t s  
are Dr . .and Mr^. Don 
Dav ie s  o f  Lubbock . .

Spr ing  F un dr a i se r

Ev en t  Sponsors :
Blarney Stone Equestrian Center 
Ci ty Bank
Fi rs t  Bank and Trus t  
Gh ig l i e r i  Bro the rs  
Joe and Les l i e  Ince 
L lano  Es ta ca d o ' W in er y  

. L u bbo ck  N a t i on a l  Bank 
P ro v e n an c e  Fine Art  Trust  
P rud en t i a l  Secur i t i es  
(D ea ton  Rigsby)
T o m ’s Da iqu i r i  Place 
(Tom McDo na ld )

Ev en t  Suppor ters :
The Ad Shoppe 
Alw ays  Hair  
Bren t  And erson  
A n d er so n  Bro the r s  
Je we le r s
Animal  Care Cl inic 
Animal  Medic,al Ce n te r  
Barnes  and Noble  
Bo okse l l e r s  
Pau l  & Kathy  Beach  
Big Lots
Bla rn ey  S tone Equ es t r i an  
C e n t e r  y
Dr. & Mrs.  C l int  Boal  
Bo l ton Oil 
Bu i lding  Blocks  
Bu s t e r  Brown 
Ca c tus  T hea te r  
The Candy  W ra ppe r  
Caprock Chropicle 
C ap roc k  P ho to g ra p h er s  
(B i l ly  Close  and Bill  
M ue l l e r )
Cha r le s  Adam s  Gallery, .
Kingsga te
Ci rcu i t  -City.
Gyna  Cole
Col l ege F lowers
Coun t y  L ine  R e s ta u ra n t
Kim Dav ies
Eckerd
Jim Ep p le r



Ev en t  Suppo r te rs ,  c o n t ’d:
Fine Lines  
Bo Garza
Gif t  Ba sk e t s ,b y  Jeann ie  
Russe l l  G i l l en t in e  
G our m et  Pan try  
J i l l ' a n d D a v e  Haukos  
H a v e r t y ’s Fu rn i t u re  
Hobby  Lobby  
Hol lyw oo d  Video  ( 8 2nd St.)  . 
Hub Ci ty Br ew ery  >. 
Inches -A-Weigh  
Images  Copy & Pr in t ing  
J a m i e ’s Ha l lm ark  
Jazz -
KDAV Rad io  1590 
KL BK- T V 
Lacks 
Rob Lee
L im o us in es  o f  Lubbo ck  
L i n d s e y ’s Day Spa 
L lano  Es t ac ad o  Win ery  
L o g a n ’s R oa dh ous e  
Lone Star  R en ta l s '
L o w e ’s Home Im pro ve me nt  
Warehouse 
Lubbock Avalanche- 
Journal
L u bbo ck  Cot to n  Kings  t 

.L u b b o c k  Symph ony  
O rc he s t ra  
A lza da  Malone 
M a rg a re t  Ham i l ton  
P h o t o g r a p h y
Ch ar l i e  and Mandy  Mar t in  
Mary  Kay  ( Re be cc a  Fo s te r )  
Caro l  Mitche l l

Moose  M a g o o ’s 
Mo n tg om ery  Furn i tu re -  
Moun ta in  Hidea way  
N a t u r e ’s Gif ts  
Ofo t o
Pét  Company  
Pet ra  Hai r  Des ign  
P o l l y ’s o f  Le ve l l and  
The Red Door  
Rober t  Lance Je we le r s  ' 
Sears
Mike  Shaw
Angel ine  Shockley
Sou th ' P l a i ns  Mal l
South  U n iv e r s i t y  Animal
H o s p i t á l
S té inmar t
S t e l l a ’s R e s t a u ra n t  and 
Del i
Target  Stores 

- De bb jé  Tennyson 
Texas Café “ Out  F r o n t” 
Texas! Mus i ca l  P ro d u c t io n  
TG Trees  and  Garden 
Ce n te r
T ha c k er  Je we l ry  
T in se l t o w n  Movie  T hea te r  
T.J. Maxx

. .Uncommon G raph ics  
Un i t ed  Groc e ry  
Bi l l  Van Pel t ,
Waldenbooks
Mark  & Janet  Wallace
W a l - M ar t
W a l t e r ’s Wor ld  o f  Pets  
A n ge la  Wes tbook  
Angie  and Bren t  Wi lk ins

More news and notes
N e w  i n t a ke  b u i l d i n g  ope ns
The Wi ld l i f e  Center  is p lea sed  to' announce the 
opening o f  our new intake bui lding! Animals  will  be 
admit ted  to the Center  in this loca t ion ,  which is a 
po r t ab le  s t ru ct u re  near  the ent rance  to the proper ty .  
The new addi t ion  wi ll  help s t reaml ine 'op era t ions  and 
make it ea s ie r  for the pub l i c  to drop o ff  animals .

A r b o r  day  p l a n t i n g  h o n or s  Tech s t u d e n t
The Student s  for Envi ronmen ta l  Awareness  at Texas 
Tech Univer s i ty  p lan ted  a dw arf  crape  myrt le  at the 
Wildl ife Center  on Apri l  27 in memory o f  s tudent 
David  Perr in.  David  had served as p re s id en t  of  the 
o rgan izat ion  before he died in a motorcyc le  accident  
in Augus t  o f  2000.  The Wildl ife  Center  ce lebrates  
D a v i d ’s c o n t r ib u t io n  to co n se rv a t io n  in West Texas 

, and is gra teful  to have Students  for Envi ronm en ta l  
Awareness  as co n t inuous  suppo r te rs !

S h op  at  i G i v e . c o m  a nd  s u p p o r t  S P W R C
Buy your  favor i t e  i tems th rough this  Web si te,  and 
SPWRC will  receive  a percen tage  o f  your  purchase.

Ga rd en  o f  n a t i v e  p l a n t s  e asy  to m a i n t a i n
C ons ide r  a garden o f  nat ive  p lants  and wi ld f lo wers  
this summer.  Then,  when “w e ed s” appear ,  they will  
b lend r ight  in with the b lanket  o f  color! According 
to Zoe Kirkpat r ick ,  wi ldf lower  expert ,  “ Wildflowers 
are  s imply  weeds  wi th  ‘P R . ’” Texas is noted for its 
show of  w i ld f lo wer s  each spr ing,  and many local 
nurs e r i es  carry  var ie t ies  tha t  thrive  in the area.

I----- -------------------------------- .----------------------------------------------------------- — ;-------------------------------------------------------------- 1
; Support  the South Plains Wildl i fe Rehabi l i tat ion Center! I
; P l e a s e  b e c o m e  a m e m b e r  of o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  h e l p  us  ca r e  for. w i ld l i f e  in  c r i s i s .  J u s t  c o m p l e t e  t h i s  f o r m  
; a n d  a t t a c h  a c h e c k  m a d e  p a y a b l e  to SPWRC. Your c o n t r i b u t i o n  is t ax  d e d u c t i b l e  to t h e e x t e n t  t he  l aw a l lows ,  

a n d  b e c a u s e  t h é  C e n te r  is a n - a l l - v o l u n t e e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  y o u r  f u n d s  d i r e c t l y  s u p p o r t  w i l d l i f e ' c a r e !

Your nam e: □  Benefac tor $500

Please  m a k e  th i s  a gift  for: . ■ □  P a t r o n $100

Address: □  S u p p o r t i n g  Member $50

City-:_____________ ;______ State:  Zip:

P h o n e : __________________ e - m a i l : ______  ■

Please  m a i l  th is  f o r m  a n d  y o u r  d o n a t io n - to :  □ - Ind iv idua l  Membersh ip  $20
Ca ro l  Mi tche l l ,  c /o  Sou th 'P la in s -W i ld l i f e  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n - C e n t e r
3101 77 th St. Lubbock,  TX 79423 □  S tu d e n t  or Sen io r  Ci t izen  $15

■ / \ x " i
The South Plains Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, Inc. is an dll-volunteer, 501(c)3 non-profit organization that cares fo r more 
than 1,000 animals each year. The Center is state andfederally licensed, but is not funded  by any regulatory agency.

□  O r g a n i z a t i o n  or Group $30

□  Fam i ly  Membersh ip  $25
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Over the years ,  a few a lbino mammals  have 
shown up at the Wildl i fe  Center,  and in 2000,  we 
had two such admis s ions :  a-13-L ined ground 
sq u i r r e l  and a young raccoo n .  Because  these  
animals  are unique,  we have re ques ted  p e rmiss ion  
f r om  the s tate to re ta in  them for educat ion ,  
en ab l ing  us to teach  ch i ld re n  about  this  unusua l  
condi t ion  in our natura l  world.

Color abnormal i t ies  in nature  are extremely  
va r iable ,  and there are vary ing .degrees  o f  a lb in i sm 
in.all species .  The term “ a lb in i s m ” refers , to a 
c o n d i t i o n  caused  by an i n h e r i t ed  r eces s iv e  gene,  
which  causes  a pe r son or animal  to be born lacking 
normal  p igmenta t ion.  That  animal is ca l led an 
“ a l b i n o , ” d i s t in g u i s h e d  not only  by its pure  white 
skin  or fur,  but  also by its p ink eyes.

Albinos  are found in many spec ies ,  inc lud ing  
rabbi ts ,  koalas ,  hawks,  peacocks ,  gor i l las ,  goldf i sh  
and sharks .  Exp er im enta l  b re ed ing  has also 
p ro d u c ed  a lb inos  among  domes t i c  an im al s  such as 
m ice , .p igeon s  qnd rabbi ts .  Of ten ,  be ing cap tu red 
and re ma in in g  in ca ji t ivi ty is an a lbino a n i m a l ’s 
bes t  chance  for long - t e rm  survival .  Total ly a lbino 
bi rds  have weak eyes igh t ,  as well  as br i t t le  fea thers  
on the wing and tai l ,  thus impa ir ing  thei r  ab i l i ty  to 
fly. A lb ino  p r e d a to r s  are also at a d i sad v an ta g e  by 
thei r  whi te  color,  s ince it can g reat ly  d imin ish  thei r  
ab i l i ty  to s u rp r i s e  and captur e  the i r  prey.  -

In some cu l tures ,  a lb ino animals  are sacred,

Ricky ( raccoon )  and Snow, Whi te (1 3- l i ned ground squi ' r rel )  
wi l l  he lp wi th  SPW RC's  ed uc a t i on a l  ou t reach  p rog rams .

such as wh i t e  e l ep h an t s  in 
Tha i l and  and white cat t le in India-.
Many Nat ive  Amer ican  cul tures  
also revered white animals ;  and 
they were  not  to be hun ted  or 
k i l led .  Among most  t r ibes ,  the 
a lbino animal had “ spi ri t  
c o n n e c t i o n s , ” and in the Pla ins  
t r ibes ,  the ep i tome of  great  
wisdom was the White Buffa lo,

Life a lways has wonderful  
th ings  for  us to beho ld ;  may we 
con t inue  to be ama'zed at the  many 
p henom ena  and marve ls  in the 
natura l  world!

Adapted from Carol Mitchell 's 
wildlife column in the Jan. 21, 2001 edition o f  the 
Lubbock Avalanche-Journal..

A m az ing  a lb ino  an imals  
j o i n , e d u c a t io n a l  e f for ts
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