

















BRANDENBURG, Stonewall Co., TEXAS
September, lst. 1917

Dear Comrade

I returned recently from a trip that took me all the way to New York
City stopping at Kansas City to consult with Frank Walsh; St. Louis to
discuss the situation with the editors of St, Louis Labor and the Social
Revolution; Chicago to confer with the National Secretary and the other
National officers; to Washington, D. C. to appear before the Attorney Gen-
eral and the Postmaster General and to New York to write up the suppress-
ien of the Rebel and the Texas situation generally in our big papers that
have not been suppressed, such as the N. Y. Daily Call, Daily Forward,
Daily Volkszeitung, Pearsons Magazine and capitalist daily newspapers.

So far as the writing was concerned I was very successful particular-
ly with the Milwaukee Leader on my return trip. I have been appointed
staff correspondent for the big socialist dailies. My first work will be
to write the Abilene trials daily commencing Sept. 1. I have also written
a land pamphlet dealing with Texas conditions the first edition will con-
sist of 10,000 copies.

In Washington I was accompanied to the Attorney General’s office by
five of the ablest lawyers in America, namely: Frank Walsh, Clarence Dar-
row, Amos Pinchot, Seymour Stedman and Morris Hillgquit. We had three hours
in the Attormey General's office and three hours before Postmaster General
Burieson. We could receive no satisfactien at their hands. They refused to
say what was mailable and what was unmailable:; they refused to construe
the espionage act. They would not say why the Rebel was stopped on June 9,
under a law that was not passed until June 15, 1917; they would not say
how it was possible for a man to run a weekly newspaper when he had to
send each issue to Washington and then wait 20 days to learn whether it
was mailable or not and then, as in my case, take the second class mailing
privilege away from him for missing two issues that he was ordered to
miss. These high officials simply stood pat saying in effect what are you
going to do about it. '

Since that hearing the American Soceialist has been permanently sup-
pressed: St. Louis Labor has been stopped for the second time last week
~ but the comrades are full of fight and will start a daily paper which they
will circulate from house to house and from hand to hand.

The cowardly part of the Whole situation is that the big sicialist
daily papers are saying ten times harder things about the war than the
small weeklies and monthly magazines. They are afraid to go after the big
ones, 1is my deliberate opinion and now they will not dare to tackle the
large papers since the Socialist swept the city of Dayton, Ohio, they fear
the storm that is coming. It is worthy of note that the Rebel with its
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25,000 circulation was the first and largest paper suppressed. This is be-
cause of the power of the Texas landlords and bankers in the national ad-
ministration. Their names are Attorney General Gregory, Austin, Texas;
Postmaster General Burleson, Austin, Texas; Secretary of Agriculture
Houston, raised in Austin, Texas; Judge Herron, special Attorney General
to inforce the espionage act, Austin, Texas. NOW DO YOU WONDER WHY THE
REBEL WAS SUPPRESSED UNDER AN ACT NOT YET PASSED AND CONTAINING A FOUR
COLUMN BITTER ATTACK ON THE KAISER AND HIS MILITARY CASTE.

They but use the war fever as a pretext to disirey a paper that men-
aced their interests and they could not ccentrol it. As you doubtless know,
I am held vnder $1,000 bond for conspiracy and must appear for trial at
the regular seesion of the Hederal Grandjury en @et. 1. If the case
against me is dismissed, I will probably be rearrested because of some-
thing I may have written in the past year. I say this because in the pres-
ence of Frank Walsh and my other attorneys I was personally threatened by
Judge Herron of Austin, Texas, who represented the Attorney General. 0One
week later and in my absence my office was entered by Federal Secret
Service Agents who forcibly took away the file of the Eebel for the past
vear. I am:'glad things are coming to a show-down in my case. I am absolu-
1y innocent of crime of any discription and I am anxious to know whether I
shall be a free man once more or be sent to the Leavenworth penitentiary.

Much as I dislike to do it I must call on you for help. My income has
 been cut off since the first of June and there are 101 expenses to be met
in my trial, of which competent lawyers are by no means the least. Please
present this plain statement of facts to your local or to comrades and all
sympathizers who appreciate my position and respect the battle I have made
for the desiruction of usury and the freedom of the land.

What ever the powers that be have in store for me, be it freedom,
of the peniteantiary, I will accept my fate stoically because I know I am
ipnocent of erime of any character.

Please forward at yvour earlies convenience what money you can afford
and I will keep careful account of same and will return it after this
fight is over and I am on my feel again. Address my wife as follows: Mrs.
T. A. Hickey, Brandenburg, Stonewall Co., Texas.

TOM HICKEY

P. S. If I am turned loose I will launch a land magazine in Dallas om
Qctober 15, 1917. 1t will be as strong as the old Rsbel.

I. H.
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DR. A. J. ADAMS & CO., SPECIALIST ON CHRONIC DISEASES
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For the Common Ownership
of All the Means of Produc-
tion _and Distribution of the
Wealth of the World. = 7

veal loJicason.

GiRARD, KANSAS

A BOCLALIST PAPER

J. A. Wayland

Coming Nation, Established . , | April 30, 1898
4ppeal to Reason, Established Augnst 31, 1695

Total Numlber 4ppeals Printed—
1803 - = - 8,175.388 copies
1906 - - - - 17.814.48] conies
1807 - - = - 2£.918.100 copies
008 - - - - 22910992 eopice

Total papers printed by the Appeal since 1845

Feep D. WaisgmN, bManaging HRditor. Over 125,000,000 Coples

Dear Army Comrades:

You'’ve made the Little 0ld Appeal the
MOST POWERFUL organ in the world. Wherever Plutocracy
plots against the workers, you are known, respected and
feared. That?’s great! I1t*s not encough., You know how to
WIN converts with the Appeal. I want you to EQUIP
YOURSELVES to HOLD them. Now for a CLINCHING process.

The man who asks questidns is RIPE; the Socialist
who won’t equip himself to answer is ROTTEN., Don’t get
mad. That’s the TRUTH. We don’t DARE turn people away
without complete and ACCURATE answers.

Now then, Warren’s book, '"The Appeal’s Arsenal of
Facts,' EXACTLY mests the requirements. To date 5,142 .
comrades have gotten this book. [*ve EELT the result in
this of fical I1f I can equip EVERY Army member with "PACTS"
we can take the nation. I'm in deadly earnest about this,

"WACTS! is no ordinary book. 1 happen to know that
for the 1910 editien, the one yoen’ll get; Warren spent
$20 for ONE PAGE of information. That page gives the
earnings for 20 years of U.S. steam railroads. This table
can be found NOWHERE outside of '"FACTS." Most of the other
69 pages contain equally vital information, This is ex-
clusive of a 50 page supplement giving party vote by
counties in all states and territories, (See enclosed
circular for further description.) _

Lrve been‘an agitator since a lot of the present
Army were babies. And [’'ve NEVER found ANYTHING to COM-
PARE with "FACTS.'" If my cpinion has any weight with you
you’'ll get this book. Take my personal word for 1it,
it’s the BEST. YO0U oquip yourself with '"WACTS" and I
promise you the greatest time this old continent ever
SAW. =

it takes 12 subs to get it. There’s something BIG
back of this. DON'T FAIL ME.

Yours fratermnally,
J. A. Wayland
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NOTIGE.—Draughon’s Practical Business College Gompany is not responsible for debts incurred by lacal managers, unless authorized in writing by the President of the Company.

MEMPHIS, TENN,
HANSAS CIiTY, MO.
HOUSTON, TEX,
MUSKOGEE, OKLA.
COLUMBIA, 5, C.
NASHVILLE, TENN
EVANSVILLE, IND,
FORT SMITH, ARK .
SHREVEPORT, LA .
SANANTONIO, TEX.
WASHINGTON, D. G,
JACKSEONVILLE, FLA.
MOHTGOMERY, ALA.
LITTLE ROCK, ARK,
KNOXVILLE, TENN,
FORT WORTH,TEXAS,
GKLAHOMP: CITY, OKLA.
DALLAS, TEXAS, ATLANTA,GA .
DENRISON, TEXAS. JACKSON, MISS .,
ST, LOUIS, MO. SPRINGFIELD, MO.
PADUCZAH, KY AMARILLO, TEXAS.
GALVESTON TEXAS AUSTIN, TEXAS .
FT. SCOTT, KAN. RALEIGH,N.C.
EL PASO , TEXAS, CHAHLOTT';,N.C,
GREENVILLE, S.C. ABILENE, TEXAS .

MAIN OFFICE > i v U.5.A . TEXARKANA,TEXAS, McCOME,MISS.

JHMO F. DRAUGHCH, PrESioENT. LAE%gs?h&UR‘ LA, cMA(‘;QN,GA:
AUGUSTA, GA. ROCKFORD, [LL.

E.A.GLOVYER, Sec~v W.V.FLOWERS, Treas. f BOUGLAS, ARIS. BATON ROUGE, LA.

ALEXANDRIA LA,

- - Abilene,Tex.7/28/11
Dear V14 Hickey,

: You are the biggest, wisegt, best, noblest, snd
braingest Irishmen that ever wielded a pen. WHY? Ok becsuse I

see your whole scheme now regarding the Pro and Anti fight and

you have shown completely that neifther offer s solution for the
misery and woe that at present infests this fait land of ours.

o one ekse can do it eéexactly like YOU. It was s happy combination
of wit, brains and talent the conception of the Rebel idea.

: LI am tickled to death over it and will nab a
hatfull of subs if I can ever get off Ppom this swaatshop here.
Am getting arounf some better now and hayve been promoted to ligr
Miracle taking the school at FrtWortbh.

- But here is what I want to say/ Rev.Jenny, who
~is the brainiest preacher that has ever roosted in Abilene and w
who is a graduate of ProfrSeligman end other economists of note
and who recently sailed from N.H. is now appointed Pastor of the
new rres.Church here and we have secured him to deliver & series
of lectures on Economics and he delivers the goods too. Subjects
Sweat shops/ Trusts and their organization/ Immigration ete.
He lectures every Tues at 1loclock and what I want ig if wvou
come thru here at or sbout that time for you to come as a working
mend{ disguise your actual self) and hear one of ths lectures ses.
+ want you to ask some questions. Hicks and all of us are tickle
to death. If I tell them what he actually preaches to them they
fire me but for the same offense they raise his salary.0 by the
way it is fine you bet. Getting some sense in to heads that cant
get it any other way. Y of course he tells them he is not a
socialist and dont tell them why but he tells them exactly what
1t is and advises them to study it and be sble to deteet its
-fallacies or good points see.

Well excuse 8ll the busts that you find for I
am the proud possessor of a new Underwood amd am Just getting us
Toat ol 5

Wit the usual rush/ I anp,
Yours ever/

Gat.
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